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every branch of human knowledge to its utmoft limit; and who
was not very fcrupulous about the means he took to obtain his
end.

We ought, however, to do him the juftice to obferve, that al-
though the pride and vanity of the {fophift appear too much in his
writings in abftract philofophy, yet in natural hiftory the fidelity
of his narrations feems to be equal to his induftry; and he always
diltinguifhes between what he knew and what he had by report.
And even in abftract philofophy, it would be unfair to impute to
Ariftotle all the faults, all the obfcurities, and all the contradic-
tions that are to be found in his writings, The greateft part, and
perhaps the beft part, of his writings is loft. There is reafon to
doubt whether fome of thofe we afcribe to him be really his; and
whether what are his be not much vitiated and interpolated. Thefe
fufpicions are juftified by the fate of Ariftotle’s writings, which is
judicioufly related, from the beft authorities, in Bayle’s dictiona-
ry, under the article Tyranunion, to which I refer.

" His books in logic which remain, are, 1. One book of the Ca-
tegories. 2. One of Interpretation. 3. Firft Analytics, two
books. 4. Laft Analytics, two books. §. Topics, eight books. 6. Of
Sophifms, one book. Diogenes Laertius mentions many others that
are loft. Thofe I have mentioned have commonly been publifhed
together, under the name of Aryfotle’s Organon, or his Logic; and
for many ages, Porphyry’s Introdu&ion to the Categories has been
prefixed to- them,

SecT. 2. Of Porphyry’s Introduéiion,

In this Introduétion, which is addreflfed to Chryfoarius, the
author obferves, That in order to underftand Ariftotle’s do@rine
concerning the categories, it is neceflary to know what a genus

is,
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