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ferve to give an idea of the {pirit of Ramean divifions, which were
in no {mall reputation about two hundred years ago.

Ariftotle was not ignorant of this kind of divifion. But he
ufed it only as a touchftone to prove by induction the perfe@ion
of fome other divifion, which indeed is the beft ufe that can be
made of it; when applied to the common purpofe of divifion, it
is both inelegant, and burdenfome to the memory; and, after it
has put one out of breath by endlefs fubdivifions, there is ftill a
niegative term left behind, which fhows that you are no nearer
the end of your journey than when you began.

Until fome more effetual remedy be found for the imperfec=
tion of divifions, I beg leave to propofe one more fimple than that
of Ramus, Itisthis: When you meet with a divifion of any
fubject 1mperfectly comprehended, add to the laft member an
et cetera. That this et cetera makes the divifion complete, is un-
deniable ; and therefore it ought to hold its place as a member,
and to be always underftood, whether exprefled or not, until clear
and pofitive proof be brought, that the divifion is complete with-
outit, And this fame ¢t cetera thall be the repofitory of all mem-
bers that {hall in any future time fhew a good and valid right to a
property 1n the fubjedt,

Sect. 3. On Diffinctions.

Having faid {fo much of logical divifions, we fhall next make
fome remarks upon diftinctions.

Since the philofophy of Ariftotle fell into difrepute, it has
been a common topic of wit and raillery, to enveigh again{t me-
taphyfical diftinctions. Indeed the abuie of them in the {chola-
ftic ages, feems to juflify a general prejudice againft them: and
fhallow thinkers and writers have good reafon to be jealous of dif-

tinctions,
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tinctions, becaufe they make fad work when applied to their flim-
{y compofitions. But every man of true judgement, while he
condemns diftin@ions that have no foundation in the nature of
things, muft perceive, that indifcriminately to decry diftinétions,
is, to renounce all pretenfions to juft reafoning : for as falfe rea-
foning commonly proceeds from confounding things that are dif-
erent, fo without diftinguithing fuch things, it is impoflible to
avoid error, or dete fophiftry., The authority of Aquinas, or
Suarez, or even of Ariftotle, can neither {tamp a real value upon
diftin@ions of bafe metal, nor ought it to hinder the currency of
thofe that have intrinfic value.

Some difin&ions are verbal, others are real. The firft kind
diftinguifh the various meanings of a word; fome of which may
be proper, others metaphorical, Diftinétions of this kind make
a part of the grammar of a langunage, and are often abfurd when
tranflated into another language. Real diftinctions are equally
good in all languages, and fuffer no hurt by tranflation. They
diftinguifh the different fpecies contained under fome general no-
tion, or the different parts contained in one whole.

Many of Ariftotle’s diftinctions are verbal merely ; and there-
fore more proper materials for a dictionary of the Greek language
than for a philofophical treatife. At leaft, they ought never to
have been tranflated into other languages, when the idiom of the
language will not juftify them: for this is to adulterate the lan-
guage, to introduce foreign idioms into it without neceflity or
ufe, and to make it ambiguous where it was not. The diflinc-
tions in the end of the Categories of the four words prius, fimul,
motus, and habere, are all verbal.

The modes or {pecies of prius, according to Ariftotle, are five.
One thing may be prior to another; firft, in point of time; fe-
condly, in point of dignity ; thirdly, in point of order; and fo
forth. The modes of fimul are only three, It feems this word was
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