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SEcT. 2. Of the Topics,

The profefled defign of the Topics is, to fhew a method by which
a man may be able to reafon with probability and confiftency
upon every queftion that may occur.

Every queftion is either about the genus of the fubjed, or its
{pecific difference, or fome thing proper to it, or {fomething: acci-
dental.

To prove that this divifion is complete, Ariftotle reafons thus:
Whatever is attributed to a fubject, it muft either be, that the
fubje& can be reciprocally attributed to it, or that it cannot, If
the fubject and attribute can be reciprocated, the attribute either
declares what the fubject is, and then it is a definition ; or it does
not declare what the fubject is, and then it is-a property. If'the
attribute cannot be reciprocated, it muft be {omething contained
in the definition, or not. If it is contained in the definition of
the fubjed, it muft be the genus of the fubje@, or its fpecific dif-
ference ; for the definition confifts of thefe two. 1f it is not con-
tained in the definition of the fubjed, it muft be an accident.

The furniture proper to fit a man for arguing (fielieﬂicalljf may
be reduced to thefe four heads: 1. Probable propofitions of all
forts, which may on occafion be aflumed in an argument. 2, Dif-
tinctions of words which are nearly of the fame fignification,
3. Diftinctions of things which are not {o far afunder but that they:
may be taken for one and the fame, 4. Similitudes.

The fecond and the five following books are taken up in enume-
rating the topics or heads of argument that may be ufed in que-
ftions about the genus, the definition, the properties, and the ac-
cidents of a thing ; and occafionally Le introduces the topics for
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proving things to be the fame, or different; and the topics for
proving one thing to be better or worfe than another.

In this enumeration of topics, Ariftotle has thewn more the fer-
tility of his genius, than the accuracy of method. The writers
of logic feem to be of this opinion: for I know none of them that
has followed him clofely upon this fubje@. They have confidered
the topics of argumentation as reducible to certain axioms, For
inftance, when the queftion is about the genus of a thing, it muft
be determined by fome axiom about genus and fpecies; when it is
about a definition, it muft be determined by fome axiom relating
to definition, and things defined: and fo of other queftions,
They have therefore reduced the doérine of the topics to certain
axioms or canons, and difpofed thefe axioms in order under cer-
tain heads,

This method feems to be more commodious and elegant than
that of Ariftotle, Yet it muft be acknowledged, that Ariftotle has
furnithed the materials from which all the logicians have borrow-
ed their dodtrine of topics : and even Cicero, Quintilian, and o-
ther rhetorical writers, have been much indebted to the topics of
Anftotle,

He was the firft, as far as I know, who made an attempt of this
kind: and in this he acted up to the magnanimity of his own
genius, and that of ancient philofophy. Every fubjeé of human
thought had been reduced to ten categories ; every thing that can
be attributed to any fubject, to five predicables : he attempted to
reduce all the forms of reafoning to fixed rules of figure and mode,
and to reduce all the topics of argumentaton under certain
heads ; and by that means to colle& as it were into one f{tore all
that can be faid on one fide or the other of every queftion, and pro-
vide a grand arfenal, from which all future combatants might be
furnithed with arms offenfive and defenfive in every caule, {o as

to leave no room to future generations to invent any thing new.
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