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At the fame time, let not the moral fyftem be mifapprehend-
ed, as if it were our duty, or even lawful, to profecute what
upon the whole we reckon the moft beneficial to fociety, balancing
ill with good, The moral fenfe permits not a violation of any
perfon’s right, however trivial, whatever benefit may thereby a-
crue to another. A man, for example, in low circumftances, by
denying a debt he owes to a rich mifer, fayves himfelf and a hope-
ful family from ruin. In that cafe, the good effect far outweighs
the ill, or rather has no counterbalance : but the moral {enfe per-
mits not the debtor to balance ill with good ; nor gives counte-
nance to an unjuft a@, whatever benefit it may produce. And
hence a maxim in which all moralifts agree, That we muft not
do ill to bring about even the greateft good ; the final caufe of
which fhall be given below (a).

s L R 1V,

Principles of Dury and ¢f BENEVOLENCE,

TAving thus fhortly delincated the moral laws of our nature,
" we proceed to an article of great importance, which is, to
enquire into the means provided by our Maker for compelling o-
bedience to thefe laws, The moral fenfe is an unerring guide ;
but the moft expert guide will not profit thofe who are not difpo-
fed to follow. This confideration makes it evident, that to com-
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plete the moral fyftem, we ought to be endued with {fome prin-
ciple or propenfity, fome impulfive power, to enforce obedience
to the laws dictated by the moral fenfe.

The author of our nature leaves none of his works imperfect,
In order to render us obfequious to the moral fenfe as our guide,
he hath implanted in our nature the principles of duty, of bene-
volence, of rewards and punifhments, and of reparation. It may
poilibly be thought, that rewards and punithments, of which af-
terward, are fuflicient of themfelves to enforce the laws of na-
ture, without neceflity of any other principle. Human laws, it is
true, are enforc'd by thefe means ; becaufe no higher fanction is
under command of a terreftrial legiflator. But the celeftial les
gillator, with power that knows no control, and benevolence that
knows no bounds, hath enforc’d his laws by means no lefs re-
markable for mildnefs than for efficacy: he employs no external
compulfion ; but, in order to engage our will on the right fide,
hath in the breaft of every individual eftablifhed the principles of
duty and of benevolence, ‘which efficacioufly excite us to obey the:
dictates of the moral fenfe.

As the reftraining, as well as aQtive duties, are eflfential to fo-
ciety, our Maker has wifely ordered, that the principle which en-
forces thefe feveral duties, {hould be the moft cogent of all that be-
long to our nature., Other principles may folicit, allure, or ter-
rify ; but the principle of duty afflumes authority, commands,
and muft be obey’d.

As one great purpofe of fociety, is to furnifh opportunities with-
out end of mutuai aid and fupport, nature feconding that pur-

pofe, hath provided the principle of benevolence; which excites
us to be kindly, beneficent, and generous. Nor ought it to efcape
obfervation, that the author of nature, attentive to our wants and
to our well-being; hath endued us with a liberal portion of that
principle, 1t enforces benevolence, not only to thofe we are con-
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nected with, but to our neighbours, and even to thofe we are barely
acquainted with. Providence is peculiarly attentive to obje@s in
diftrefs, who require immediate aid and relief. To the general
principle of benevolence, it hath fuperadded the paffion of pity,
which in every feeling heart is irrefiftible. To make benevolence
more extenfive, would be fruitlefs, becaufe here are obje@s in
plenty to fill the moft capacious mind. It would not be fruitlefs
only, but hurtful to fociety: I fay hurtful ; for inability to pro-
cure gratification, rendering benevolence a troublefome gueft,
would weaken the principle itfelf, and attach wus the more to fel-
fithnefs, which we can always gratify, At the fame time, tho’ there
is not room for greater variety of particular obje@s, yet the faculty
we have of uniting numberlefs individuals in one complex obje,
enlarges greatly the fphere of benevolence: by that faculty our
country, our government, our religion, become obje@s of public
fpirit, and of a lively affection. The individuals that compofa
the group, confidered apart, may be too minute, or too diftant,
for our benevolence ; but when comprehended in one great whole;,
accumulation makes them great, greatnefs renders them confpi-
cuous ; and affeCtion, preferved entire and undivided, is beftow’d
upon an abftract object, as upon one that is fingle and vifible y
but with much greater energy, being proportioned to its fuperior
dignity and importance, Thus it appears, that the principle of
benevolence is not too fparingly fcattered among men, It is in-
deed made fubordinate to felf-intereft, which is wifely ordered, as
will afterward be made evident (a) ; but its power and extent are
nicely proportioned to the limited capacity of man, and to his i~
tuation in this world ; fo as better to fufil its deftination, than if
1t were an overmatch for felf-intereft, and for every other prin--
ciple.

(#) Sed. 7.
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