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and I have no reafon to forbear, confidering that my actions, by
producing their intended effects, contribute to carry on the uni-
verfal chain.

PudAs R o 11,

ProcrEss of MoRALITTY,

- FAving unfolded the principles of morality, the next ftep
is, to trace out its gradual progrefs, from its infancy a-
mong favages, to its maturity among polithed nations. 'The
hiftory of opinions concerning the foundation of morality, falls not
within my plan; and I am glad to be relieved from an article
that is executed in perfedtion by more able hands (a).

An animal is brought forth with every one of its external mem-~
bers ; and completes its growth, not by production of any new
member, but by addition of matter to thofe originally formed.
The fame holds with refpe& to internal members ; the fenfes, for
example, inftinéts, powers and faculties, principles and propen-
fities : thefe are coeval with the individual, and are gradually un-
folded, fome early, fome late, The external fenfes, being necef-
fary for {elf-prefervation, foon arrive at maturity. Some internal
fenfes, of order for inftance, of propriety, of dignity, being of no
ufe during infancy, are not only flow in their progrefs toward
maturity, but require much culture. Among favages they are
{carce perceptible,

The moral fenfe, in its progrefs, differs from thofe laft men-

{a) Dr Cudworth and Dr Smath.
tioned :
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tioned : it is frequently difcovered, even in childhood. It is how-
ever flow of growth, and feldom arrives at perfetion without
culture and experience.

The moral fenfe not only ripens gradually with the other inter-
nal fenfes mentioned, but from them acquires force and additional
authority : a favage makes no difficulty to kill an enemy in cold
blood : bloody feenes are familiar to him, and his moral fenfe is
not {ufficiently vigorous to give him compundction. The action
appears in a different light to a perfon who has more delicacy of
feeling ; and accordingly the moral fenfe has much more autho-
rity over thofe who have received a refined education, than over
{avages.

It is pleafant to trace the progrefs of morality in members of a
polithed nation. Objedts of external fenfe make the firft impreflions;
and from them are derived a ftock of fimple ideas. Affection, ac-
companying ideas, is firft directed to particular objeéts, fuch as
my brother, my wife, my friend. The mind, opening by degrees,
takes in complex objects, fuch as my country, my religion, the
government under which I live; and thefe alfo become objeds of
affetion. Our connections multiply, and the moral {fenfe gain-
ing {lrength as the mind opens, regulates our duty to each of
them. Obje@s of hatred multiply, as well as objects of affection,
and give full fcope to diffocial paflions, the moft formidable an-
tagonifts that morality has to encounter. But nature hath pro-
vided a remedy : the perfon who indulges malice or revenge, is
commonly the greateft fufferer by the indulgence : men become
wife by experience, and have more peace and fatisfaction in fo-
ftering kindly affection : ftormy paflions are fubdued, or brought
under rigid difcipline ; and benevolence triumphs over felfilhnefs.
We refine upon the pleafures of fociety: we learn to {ubmit our
opinions : we affe® to give preference to others ; and readily fall
in with whatever fweetens focial intercourfe: we carefully avoid

Vou. 1L R r caufes
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caufes of difcord ; and overlocking trifling offences, we are fatif-
fied with moderate reparation, even for grofs injuries.

A nation from its original favage ftate, grows to maturity like
the individuals above deferibed, and the progrefs of morality is the
fame in both. The favage ftate is the infancy of a nation, during
which the moral fenfe is feeble, yielding to cuftom, to imitation,
to paflion. But a nation, like a member of a polithed fociety,
ripens gradually, and acquires a tafte in the fine arts, with a-
cutenefs of fenfe in matters of right and wrong. Hatred and re-
venge, the great obftacles to moral duty, raged without control,
while the privilege of avenging wrongs was permitted to indivi-
duals (). But hatred and revenge yielded gradually to the plea-
fures of fociety, and to the growing authority of the moral fenfe;
and benevolent affections prevailed over diffocial paflions. In that
comfortable period, we hear no more of cruelty as a national cha-
racter : on the contrary, the averfion we have to an enemy, is e~
ven in war exercifed with moderation. Nor do the ftormy paffions
ever again revive ; for after a nation begins to decline from its
meridian height, the paflions that prevail are not of the violent
kind, but felfifh, timorous, and deceitful.

Morality however has not to this day arrived to fuch maturity
as to operate between nations with equal fteadinefs and vigour as
between individuals. Ought this to be regretted as an imperfec-
tion in our nature? I think not: had we the fame compun@ion
of heart for injuring a nation as for injuring an individual, and
were injuftice equally blameable as to both, war would ceafe,

and a golden age enfue; than which a greater misfortune could
not befal the human race (&),

q *7

{#) See Hillorical Law-trads, trad 1.

(#) Book 2. fketch 1.

In
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In the progrefs from maturity to a declining ftate, a nation
differs widely from an individual, Old age puts an end to the
latter : there are many caufes that weaken the former; but old
age is none of them, if it be notin a metaphorical fenfe. Riches,
felfithnefs, and luxury, are the difeafes that weaken profperous na-
tions : thefe difeafes, following each other in a train, corrupt the
heart, dethrone the moral fenfe, and make an anarchy in the
foul : men ftick at no expence to purchafe pleafure ; and they ftick
at no vice to fupply that expence.

Such are the outlines of morality in its progrefs from birth to
burial ; and thefe outlines I propofe to fill up with an induction
of particulars. Looking back to the commencement of civil foci-
ety, when no wants were known but thofe of nature, and when
fuch wants were amply provided for ; we find individuals of the
fame tribe living innocently and cordially together : they had no
irregular appetites, nor any ground of ftrife. In that flate, mo-
ral principles joined their influence with that of national affection,
te fecure individuals from harm, Savages accordingly, who have
plenty of food, and are fimple in habitation and cloathing, fcl-
dom trafgrefs the rules of morality within their own tribe. Dio-
dorus Siculus, who compofed his hiftory recently after Cefar’s ex-
pedition into Britain, fays, that the inhabitants dwelt in mean
cottages covered with reeds or fticks ; that they were of much [ince-
rity and integrity, contented with plain and homely fare; and
were {trangers to the excefs and luxury of rich men. 1n Friezeland,
in Holland, and in other maritime provinces of the Netherlands,
locks and keys were unknown, till the inhabitants became rich
by commerce : they contented themfelves with bare neceflaries,
which every one had in plenty. The Laplanders have no notion
of theft. When they make an excurfion into Norway, which is
performed in the fummer months, they leave their huts open,
without fear that any thing will be purloined. TFormerly, they

‘ ‘Rr2 were
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were entirely upright in their only commerce, that of bartering
the fkins of wild beafts for tobacco, brandy, and coarfe cloth, But
being often cheated by firangers, they begin to be more cunning,
Crantz, defcribing the inhabitants of Iceland before they were cor-
rupted by commerce with ftrangers, fays, that they lived under
the fame roof with their cattle; thart every thing was common a-
mong them except their wives and children; and that they were
fimple in their manners, having no appetite but for what nature
requires. In the reign of Edwin King of Northumberland, a
child, as hiftorians report, might have travelled with a purfe of
gold, without hazard of robbery : in our days of luxury, want is
1o tutolerable, that even fear of death is not fufficient to deter us.
All travellers agree, that the native Canadians are perfectly difin-
terelted, abhorring deceit and lying. The Californians are fond
of iron and fharp inftruments ; and yet are fo {tri@tly honeft, that
carpenter-tools left open during night, were fafe. The favages of
North America had no locks for their goods: they probably have
learned from Europeans, to be more circumfpect. Procopius bears
teftimony (a), that the Sclavi, like the Huns, were innocent people,
frec of all malice. Plan Carpin, the Pope’s ambaffador to the
Cham of Tartary, ann. 1246, fays, that the Tartars are not ad-
cdicted to thieving ; and that they leave their goods open without
a lock, Nicholas Damafcenus reports the fame of the Celtz, The
original inhabitants of the ifland Borneo, expelled by the Maho-
metans from the fea-coaft to the center of the country, are honeft,
indufirious, and kindly to each other: they have fome notion of
property, but not fuch as to render them covetous. - Pagans in Si-
beria are numerous ; and, tho’ grofsly ignorant efpecially in mat-
ters of religion, they are a good moral people, It is rare to hear

{) Hiftoria Gothica, lib. 3.

among
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among them of perjury, thieving, fraud, or drunkennefs; if we
except thofe who live among the Ruflian Chriftians, with whofe
vices they are tainted. Strahlenberg (a) bears teftimony to their
honelty. Having employ’d a number of them in a long naviga-
tion, he flept in the fame boat with men whofe names he knew
not, whofe language he underftood not, and yet loft not a particle
of his baggage., Being obliged to remain a fortnight among the
Oftiacs, upon the river Oby, his baggage lay open in a hut inha-
bited by a large family, and yet nothing was purloined. The fol-
lowing incident, which he alfo mentions, is remarkable, A Ruf-
fian of Tobolfki, in the courfe of a long journey, lodged one
night in an Oftiac’s hut, and the next day on the road mifled his
purfe with a hundred rubles. His landlord’s fon, hunting at
fome diftance from the hut, found the purfe, but left it there.
By his father’s order, he covered it with branches, to fecure
it in cafe an owner fhould be found. After three months, the
Ruffian returning, lodged with the fame Oftiac; and mentioning
occafionally the lofs of his purfe, the Oftiac, who at firft did not

recollect his face, cry’d out with joy, *

Art thou the man who
“ loft that purfe ? my fon fhall go and fhow thee where it lies,
‘ that thou may’ft take it up with thine own hand.” The Hot-
tentots (4) have not the leaft notion of theft: tho' immoderately
fond of tobacco and brandy, they are employ’d by the Dutch for
tending warehoufes full of theft commodities. Here is an in-
ftance of probity above temptation, even among favages in the
firft ftage of focial life. Some individuals are more liberally en-
dued than others with virtuous principles : may it not be thought,

that in that refpe nature has been more kind to the Hottentots

{#) Defcription of Ruffia, Siberia, &c.

(#) Kolben,
than
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than to many other tribes? Spaniards, fettled on the fea-coaft of
Chili, carry on a commerce with neighbouring favages, for
bridles, {purs, knives, and other manufactures of iron; and in
return receive oxen, horfes, and even children for flaves. A Spa-
niard carries his goods there; and after obtaining liberty to dif-
pofe of them, he moves about, and delivers his goods, without
the leaft referve, toevery one who bargains with him. When all
is fold, he intimates his departure; and every purchafer hurries
with his goods to him; and it is not known that any one Indian
ever broke his engagement. They give him a guard to carry him
{fafe out of their territory, with all the flaves, horfes, and cattle
he has purchafed. The favages of Brazil are faithful to their
promifes, and to the treaties they make with the Portuguefe,
Upon fome occafions, they may be accufed of error and wrong
judgement, but never of injuftice nor of duplicity.

While the earth was thinly peopled, plenty of food, procured by
hunting and fifhing, promoted population; but as population
leflens the ftock of animal food, a favage nation, encreafing in
numbers, muft {pread wider and wider for more game. Thus
tribes, at firlt widely feparated from each other, approach gra-
duallytill they become neighbours. Hence a new fcene with refpect
to morality. Differences about their hunting-fields, about theit
game, about perfonal injuries, multiply between neighbours ; and
every quarrel is blown into a flame, by the averfion men naturally
have to ftrangers, Anger, hatred, and revenge, find now vent,
which formerly lay latent without an objet : diflocial paflions
prevail without control, becaufe among favages morality is no
match for them ; and cruelty becomes predominant in the hu-
man race. Ancient hiftory accordingly 1s full of enormous cruel-
ties ; witnefs the incurfions of the northern barbarians into the
Roman empire ; and witnefs the incurfions of Genhizcan and Ta-

merlane
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merlane into the fertile countries of Afia, {preading deftru@ion
with fire and fword, and fparing neither man, woman, nor in-
fant.

Malevolent paflions daily exercifed againft perfons of a different
tribe, acquiring ftrength by exercife, came to be vented againft
perfons even of the fame tribe; and the privilege long enjoy’d
by individuals, of avenging the wrongs done to them, beftow’d
irrefiftible force upon fuch paffions (a). The hiftory of ancient
Greece prefents nothing to the reader but ufurpations, aflaflina-
tions, and other horrid crimes. The names of many famous for
wickednefs, are flill preferved; Atreus, for example, Eteocles,
Alcmeon, Phedra, Clytemneftra, The ftory of Pelops and his de-
{cendents, is a chain of criminal horrors: during that period, par-
ricide and inceft were ordinary incidents. Euripides reprefents
Medea vowing revenge againft her hufband Jafon, and laying a
plot to poifon him, Of that infamous plot the chorus exprefs
their approbation, juftifying every woman who, in like circum-
ftances, acls the fame part,

The frequent incurfions of northern barbarians into the Roman
empire, {pred defolation and ruin through the whole, The Ro-
mans, from the higheft polith degenerating into favages, aflumed
by degrees the cruel and bloody manners of their conquerors; and
the conquerors and conquered, blended into one mafs, equalled
the groffeft barbarians of ancient times in ignorance and brutali-
ty. Clovis, King of the Franks, even after his converfion to
Chriftianity, aflaffinated without remorfe his neareft kinfinan,
The children of Clodomir, ann. 530, were affaffinated by their
two uncles. In the thirteenth century, Ezzelino de Aromano ob-
tained the fovereignty of Padua, by mallacring 12,000 of his fel-
low-citizens. Galeas Sforza, Duke of Milan, was aflaflinated

(a) See Hiltorical Law-trads, trad 1,

a1011,
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ann. 1476 in the cathedral church of Milan, after the affafling
had put up their prayers for courage to perpetrate the deed. Ttis
a ftill ftronger proof how low morality was in thofe days, that
the Pope himfelf, Sextus IV. attempted to affaffinate the two bro-
thers, Laurent and Julien de Medicis ; chufing the elevation of
the hoft as a proper time, when the people would be bufy about
their devotions. Nay more, that very Pope, with unparallelled im-
pudence, excommunicated the Florentines for doing juflice upon

the intended affaflins, The moft facred oaths were in vain em-

ployed as a fecurity againft that horrid crime. Childebert I,
King of the Franks, enticed Magnovald to his court, by a folemn
oath that he fhould receive no harm’; and yet made no difficulty
to affaflinate him during the gaiety of a banquet. But thefc in-
ftances, however horrid, make no figure compared with the mal-
facre of St Bartholomew, where many thoufands were inhumanly
and treacheroufly butchered. Even {0 late as the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries, allaflination was not held in every cafe to be
criminal, Many folicitous applications were made to general
councils of Chriftian clergy, to declare it criminal in every cafe;
but without fuccefls. Ferdinand King of Aragon and Navarre, after
repeated aflaffinations and aéts of perfidy, obtained the appellation
of Great : fo litde authority had the moral fenfe during thefe dark
ages.

But it is fcarce neceflary to mention particular inftances of the
overbearing power of malevolent paflions during fuch ages. An
opinion, formerly univerfal, that the innocent may be juftly in-
volved in the fame punifhment with the guilty, is of itfelf irrefra-
gable evidence, that morality once had very little influence when
oppofed by revenge. There is no moral principle more evident,
than that punifhment cannot be inflited with juftice’ but upon
the guilty ; and yet in Greece, the involving of the innocent with
the guilty in the fame punifhment, was authorifed even by pofi-

tive
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tive law, By an Athenian law, a man committing facrilege, or
betraying his country, was banifhed with all his children (a).
And when a tyrant was put to death, his children fuffered the
fame fate (). The punifhment of treafon in Macedon, was ex-
tended againft the criminal’s relations (¢). Hanno, a citizen of
Carthage, formed a plot to enflave his country, by poifoning the
whole fenate at a banquet. He was tortured to death; and his
children, with all his relations, were cut off without mercy, tho’
they had no acceflion to his guilt. Among the Japannefe, a people
remarkably ferocious, it is the pra&tice to involve children and
relations in the punifhment of capital crimes. Even Cicero, the
chief man for learning in the moft enlightened period of the Ro-
man republic, and a celebrated moralift, approves that practice :
 Nec vero me fugit, quam fit acerbum parentum {fcelera filiorum
“ peenis lui: fed hoc praclare legibus comparatum eft, ut caritas
“ liberorum amiciores parentes reipublicz redderet * (4).” In
Britain, every one knows, that murder was retaliated, not only a=
gainft the criminal and his relations, but againft his whole clan
a practice fo common as to be diftinguifthed by a peculiar name,
that of deadly feud. As late as the days of King Edmund, a law
was made in England, prohibiting deadly feud, except between
the relations of the perfon murdered and the murderer himfelf,

® ¢ Jam fenfible of the hardfhip of punifhing the child for the crime of the
¢ parent : this, however, is a wife enaftment of our laws; for hereby the parent
“ is bound to the intereft of the ftate by the ftrongeft of all ties, the affeftion to
% his offspring.”
(a) Meurfeus de legibds Atticis, lib. 2. cap. 2.
{#) Eod. lib, 2. cap. 15.
(2) Quintus Curtius, lib, 6. cap. 11.

(4) Ep. 12+ ad Brutum.

Vou, II, 5 )
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I embrace the prefent opportunity to honour the Jews, by ob-
ferving, that they were the firft people we read of, who had
corret motions of morality with refpect to the prelent point.

The following law is exprefs : ““ The fathers fhall not be put to
*“ death for the children, neither fhall the children be putto

* death for the fathers: every man fhall be put to death for his
(1

o
®

own fin (a).” Amaziah, King of Judah, gave {tri¢t obedience
to that law, in avenging his father’s death: * And it came to
‘ pafs as foon as the kingdom was confirmed in his hand, that he
¢ dlew his fervants which had flain the king his father. But the
* children of the murderers he flew not ; according to that which
* is written in the book of the law of Mofes (4).”

legant paflage in Ezekiel to the fame purpofe (¢) : ** What mean

There 15 an e-

“ ye, that ye ufe this proverb concerning the land of Ifrael, fay-
“ ing, The fathers have eaten four grapes, and the childrens
teeth are feton edge? As I live, faith the Lord Ged, ye fhall
““ not have occafion any more to ufe this proverb in Ifracl. The
“ foul that finneth, it {hall die: the fon fhall not bear the iniquity
* of the father, neither fhall the father bear the iniquity of the
fon ; the righteoufnefs of the righteous fhall be upon him, and
the wickednefs of the wicked fhall be upon him.” Among the
Jews however, as among other nations, there areinftances with-

(13

(33

(73

out number, of involving innocent children and relations in the
fame punifhment with the guilty., Such power has revenge, asto
trample upon confcience, and upon the moft exprefs laws, In-
{tigated with rage for Nabal's ingratitude, King David made a
vaw to God, not to leave alive of all who pertained to Nabal any
{#) Deuteronomy xxiv. 16.
{4) 2 Kings, chap. 14,

(¢} Chap. 18

that
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that pifleth againft the wall. And it was not any compunction
of confcience that diverted himy from his eruel purpofe, but Na-
bal's beautiful wife, who pacified him (a). But fuch contradiction

etween principle and practice, is not peculiar to the Jews, We
find examples of it in the laws of the Roman empire. The true
principle of punifhment is laid down in an ediét of the Emperors
Arcadius and Honorius (4). ** Sancimus, ibi efle pcenam, ubi
‘ et noxia eft. Propinquos, notos, familiares, procul a calum-
nia fubmovemus, quos reos {celeris focietas non facit., Nec e-
nim adfinitas vel amicitia nefarium, crimen admittunt, Pecca-

L
(11

¢ ta igitur fuos teneant anctores : nec ulterius progrediatur me-

tus quam reperiatur deliGtum. Hoc fingulis quibufque judici-
bus intimetur.*” Thefe very Emperors, with refpeé to treafon,
which touched them nearer than other crimes, talk a very differ-
ent languge.  After obferving, that will and purpofe alone without
an ouvert act, is treafon, fubjecting the criminal to capital punifh-
ment, and to forfeiture of all that belongs to him, they proceed

in the following words (¢). ““ Filii vero¢jus, quibus vitam Impe-
119

(1

119

ratoria {pecialiter lenitate concedimus, (paterno enim deberent

¢ perire fupplicio, in quibus paterni, hoc eft, hereditarii criminis

¢ exempla metuuntur), a materna, vel avita, omnium etiam proxi-

# « We ordain, that the punifhment of the crime fhall extend to the criminal
¢ alone. We hold his relations, his friends, and his acquaintances, unfulpefted ;
for intimacy, friendfhip, or connedtion, are no proof or argument of guilt,
The confequences of the crime fhall purfue only its perpetrator.  Let this ftatute

b intimated to all our judges.”

() 1 Samuel, chap. 25.
(8} 1. 22, Cod. De peenis,

() L 5. Cod, ad leg. Jul. majeft.

MOTrIT.
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*“ morum hereditate ac fucceflione, habeantur alieni: teftamentis

extraneorum nihil capeant: fint perpetuo egentes et pauperes,
infamia eos paterna femper comitetur, ad nullos prorfus hono-
res, ad nulla {acramenta perveniant: fint poftremo tales, uc
his, perpetua egeftate fordentibus, fit et mors folatium et vira
fupplicium *.”

Human nature is not fo perverfe, aswithout veil or difguife to
punifh a perfon acknowledged to be innocent.  An irregular bias
of imagination, which extends the qualities of the principal to its
acceflories, paves the way to that unjuft practice (¢). That bias,
firengthened by indignation againft an atrocious criminal, leads
the mind haftily to conclude, that all his conneftions are parta-
kers of his guilt, In an enlightened age, the clearnefs of moral
principles fetters the imagination from confounding the innocent
with the guilty. There remain traces however of  that bias, tho'
not carried fo far as murder. The fentence pronounced againft
Ravilliac for affaflinating Henry 1V. of France,; ordains, * That
** his houfe be erazed to the ground, and that no other bi[i](ling
“ be ever ere¢ted upon that fpot.” Was not this in imagination
punithing a houfe for the proprietor’s crime ?

# ¢ By a fpecial extenfion of our imperial clemency, we allow the fons of the

criminal to live; altho’, in firi&t juftice, being tainted with hereditary guilr,

* they ought to fuffer the punifhment of their father. But it is our will, that

‘¢ they fhall be incapable of all inheritance, cither from the mother, the grand-

* father, or any of their kindred; that they fhall be deprived of the power of in-

¥ heriting by the teftament of a ftranger; that they fhall be abandoned to the ex-

* treme of poverty and perpetnal indigence; that the infamy of their father fhall

¢ ever attend them, incapable of honours, and excluded from the participation

i of religions rites 3 that fuch, in fine, fhall be the mifcr}' of their condition, that -
¢ life {hall be a punithment, and death a comfore.”

) Elements of Criticifin, chap. 2. &, 5.

Murder
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Murder and aflaflination are not only deftructive in themfelves,
but, if poflible, {till more deftructive in their confequences.. The
practice of fhedding blood unjuitly, and often  wantonly, blunts
confcience, and paves the way to every crime.. This obfervation
is verified in the ancient Greeks : their cruel and {fanguinary cha-
racter, rendered them little regardful of the {tric rules of juftice.
Right was held to depend on power, -among men as among wild
beafts : it was conceived to be the will of the gods, that fuperior
force thould be a lawful title to dominion ; * for what right can
* the weak have to what: they cannot defend ?” Were that ma-
xim to obtain, a weak man would have no right to liberty nor
to life; - That impious doctrine was avowed by the Athenians,
and publicly afferted by their ambafladors in a conference with
the Melians, reported by Thucydides (2). Many perfons act as if
force and right were the fame ; but a barefac’d profeflion of fuch
a do@rine, is uncommon. In the Eumenides, a tragedy of Ef-
chylus, Oreftes is arraigned in the Areopagus for killing his mo-
ther. Minerva, prefident of the court, decrees in favour of Ore-
ftes: and for what reafon? °*° Having no mother myfelf, the
“ murder of a mother toucheth not me *.” In the tragedy of E-
lectra, Oreftes, confulting the Delphic oracle about means to a-
venge his father’s murder, was enjoined by Apollo to forbear

* Athens, from the nature of its government as eftablifhed by Solon, was ren-
dered uncapable of any regular or confiftent body of laws. In every cafe, civil
and criminal, the whole people were judges in the laft refort. And what fort of
judges will an_ ignorant multitude make, who have no guide but paflion and preju-
dice ? It is vain to make good laws, when fuch judges are the interpreters. A-
nacharfis, the Scythian, being prefent at an affembly of the people, faid, ¢ It was
“ fingular, that in Athens, wifc men pleaded caufes, and fools determined them.”

f_c?] Lib. Ee

force.




226 S G 4 BN =G . S, Book I,
force, but to employ fraud and guile, Obedient to that injunc-
tion, Oreftes commands his tutor to {pread in Argos the news of
his death, and to confirm the fame with a folemn oath. In Ho-
mer, even the great Jupiter makes no difficulty to fend a lying
dream to Agamemnon, chief of the Greeks. Diflimulation is re-
commended by the goddefs Minerva (). Ulyfles declares his de-
teftation at ufing freedom with truth (4): and yet no man deals
more in feigned flories (¢). In the 22d book of the Iliad, Mi-
nerva is guilty of grofs deceit and treachery to Hector. When
he flies from Achilles, {he appears to him in the fhape of his bro-
ther Deiphobus, exhorts him to turn upon Achilles, and promifes
to affift him. Hector accordingly, returning to the fight, darts
his lance; which rebounds from the fhield of Achilles; for by
Vulcan it was made impenetrable. Hector calls upon his bro=
ther for another lance; but in vain, for Deiphobus was not
there. The Greeks in Homer’s time muft have been ftrangely
deformed in their morals, when fuch a ftory could be relifhed #,
A nation begins not to polifh nor to advance in morality, till wri-
ting be common ; and writing was not known among the Greeks
at the fiege of Troy. Nor were the morals of that people, as we
fee, much purified for a long time after writing became common.

& Upon the ftory of Jupiter being deceived by Juno in the 14th book of the
Hiad, Pope fays, ¢ That he knows not a bolder fition in all antiquity, nor one
¢ that has a greater air of impiety.” - Pope it would feem was ' little acquainted
with ;;uﬂqll_-,:,l::.': for fuch adls of impiety were common among the Greeks; and in
pacticular the incident mentioned in the text, is not only more impious, but alfo a
more grofs violation of the laws of morality.

1

(@) Odyfley, book 13.

{5} Book 14.
{c) Book 14. book 15,
When
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When Plautus wrote, the Roman fyftem of morals muft have
been extremely impure, 1In his play termed Menechmi, a oentle-
man of fathion having accidentally got into his hands a lady’s
robe with a gold clafp, inftead of returning them to the owner,
endeavours to fell them without fhame or remorfe. Such a ftene
would not be fuffered at prefent, except among pick-pockets.
Both the Greeks and Carthaginians were held by the Romans to
be artful and cunning. The Romans continued a plain people,
with much fimplicity of manners, when the nations mentioned
had made great progrefs in the arts of life; and it is a fad truth,
that morality declines in proportion as a nation polithes, But if
the Romans were later than the Greeks and Carthaginians in the
arts of life, they foon furpafled them in every fort of immorality.
For this change of manners they were indebted to their rapid
conquefts. The fanguinary difpofition both of the Greeks and
Romans, appears from another praétice, that of expofing their in-
fant children, which continued till humanity came in fome mea-
fure to prevail. The praétice continues in China to this day, the
populoufnefs of the country throwing a veil over the cruelty ;
but from the humanity of the Chinefe, I conjefture, that the
practice will be found rare.. The Jews, a cloudy and pee-
vilh tribe, much addi@ed to bloodfhed, were miferabl y defective
i moral principles, Take the following examples out of an end-
lefs number recorded in the books of the Old Teftament, Jael,
wife of Heber, took undér her proteGtion Sifera general of the
Canaanites, and engaged her faith for his fecurity. She put him
treacheroudly to death when afleep ; and was applauded by Debo-
rah the prophetefs for the meritorious aion (4).. That horrid
deedd would probably have appeared to her in a different light,
had it been committed againft Barac, general of the Ifraelites,
{a) Judges iv. §.

David,
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David, flying from Saul, took refuge with Achifh, King of Gath;
and tho’ prote@ted by that King, made war againft the King’s
allies, faying, that it was againft his own countrymen of Judah.
“ And David faved neither man nor woman alive to bring ridings to
* Gath., And Achifh believed David, faying, He hath made his people
““ Ifrael utterly to abhor him: therefore he fhall be my fervant for
“ ever (¢).” 'This was a complication of ingratitude, lying, and trea-
chery. Ziba, by prefents to King David, and by defaming his mafter
Mephibofheth, procured from the King a gift of his maflter’s in-
heritance ; tho' Mephibofheth had neither trimmed his beard, nor
wafhed his cloaths, from the day the King departed till he re-
turned in peace. *° And it came to pafs, when Mephibofheth
“ was come to Jerufalem to meet the king, that the king faid
“ unto him, Wherefore wenteft thou not with me, Mephibotheth ?
“ And he anfwered, My lord, O king, my fervant deceived
“ me; for thy fervant faid, I will faddle me an afs, that I may
“ ride thereon, and go to the king ; becaufe thy fervant is lame,
“ and he hath flandered thy fervant unto my lord the king. But
“ my lord the king is as an angel of God: do therefore what is
“ good in thine eyes. For all my father’s houfe were but dead
~“ men before my lord the king : yet didft thou fet thy fervant a-
“ mong them that did eat at thine own table: what right there-
‘“ fore have 1 to cry any more unto the king ?” David could
not poflibly atone for his rafhnefs, but by reftoring to Mephibo-
fheth his inheritance, and punifhing Ziba in an exemplary man-
ner. But hear the fentence: *“ And the king faid unto him, Why
¢ fpeakeft thou any more of thy matters ? I have faid, Thou and
“ Ziba divide the land (§).” The fame king, after pardoning

{a) 1 Samuel, xxvii. 11,
(5} 2 Samuel, xix. 24.

Shimel
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Shimei for curfing him, and fwearing that he fhould not die ; yet
upon deathbed enjoined his fon Solomon to put Shimei to death :
‘“ Now therefore hold him not guiltlefs; but his hoary head bring
“ thou down to the grave with blood (4).” I wifh not to be
mifapprehended, as intending to cenfure David in particular, If
the beft king the Jews ever had, was fo miferably deficient in mo-
rality, what muft be thought of the nation in general? When
David was lurking to avoid the wrath of Saul, he became ac-
quainted with Nabal, who had a great ftock of catde. ¢ He dif=
“ charged his followers,” fays Jofephus (), ** either for avarice,
* or hunger, or any pretext whatever, to touch a fingle hair of

* them ; preaching flill on the text of doing juftice to all men, in

* conformity to the will of God, who is not pleafed with any

man that covets or lays violent hands on the goods of his neigh-
* bour.” Our author proceeds to acquaint us, that Nabal having
refufed to fupply David with provifions, and having fent back the
meflengers with a fcoffing anfwer, David in great rage made a
vow, that he would deftroy Nabal with his houfe and family,
Our author obferves, that David’s indignation againft Nabal, was

L1

not fo much for his ingratitude, as for the virulence of an infolent
outrage againit one who had never injured him. And what was
the outrage ? It was, fays our author, that Nabal enquiring who
the faid David was, and being told that he was one of the fons
of Jefle, * Yes, yes,” fays Nabal, * your run-away fervants look
** upon themfelves to be brave fellows, [ warrant you.” Strange
loofenefs of morals! I mean not David, who was in wrath, but
Jofephus writing fedately in his clofet. He every where celebrates
David for his juftice and piety, compofes for him the very warm

{#) 1 Kings, ii. o,
(&) Antiquities, book &.

Yor.lIL Tk exhortation
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exhortation mentioned above : and yet thinks him not guilty of
any wrong, in vowing to break every rule of juftice and huma-
nity, upon fo flight a provocation as a fcoffing expreflion, fuch as
no man of temper will regard.

European nations, who originally were fierce and fanguinary
like the Greeks and Jews, had the fame cloudy and uncorreét no-
tions of right and wrong. It is fcarce neceflary to give inftances,
the low ftate of morality during the dark ages of Chriftianity be-
ing known to all. In the time of Louis XI. of France, promifes and
engagements were utterly difregarded, till they were fan@ified by
a folemn oath: nor were fuch oaths long regarded ; they loft
their force, and were not relied on more than fimple promifes. All
faith among men feemed to be at an end. Even thofe who ap-
peared the moft fcrupulous about charaéter, were however ready
to grafp at any fubterfuge to excufe their breach of engagement,
And it is a full ftronger proof of felf-deceir, that fuch fubterfuges
were frequently prepared beforehand, in order to furnifh an excufe.
It was a common practice fome ages ago, to make private protefta-
tions, which were thought {ufficient to relieve men in confcience
from being bound by a folemn treaty. Charles, afterward Em-
peror of Germany, during his minority, gave authority to declare
publicly his acceffion to a treaty of peace, between his grandfather
Maximilian and the King of France: but at the fame time pro-
tefted privately, before a notary and witnefles, *° That, notwith-
¢ ftanding his public acceflion to the faid treaty, it was not his
“ ‘intention to be bound by every article of it; and particularly,
““ that the claufe referving to the King of France the fovereignty
** of certain territories in the Netherlands, fhould not be binding.”
Is it poflible Charles could be fo blind, as not to fee, that fuch
practice, if it have any effe¢t, muft deftroy all faith among men ?
‘What better was this than what was practifed by Robert King of
France in the tenth century, to free his fubje&s from the guilt of
perjury ! They {wore upon a bex of relics, out of which the re-

lics
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lics were privately taken. Correa, a Portuguefe general, made a
treaty with the King of Pegu; and it was agreed, - that each party
fhould fwear to obferve the treaty, laying his hand upon the fa-
cred book of his religion. Correa fwore upon a colleétion of fongs,
and by that vile ftratagem thought that he was not bound. The
inhabitants of Britain were {o loofe formerly, that a man was not
reckoned fafe in his own houfe, without a maftiff to protet him
from violence. Maftiffs were permitted even to thofe who dwelt
within the king’s forefts ; and to prevent danger to the deer, there
was in England a court for lawing or expeditation of maftives, 1. ¢
for cutting off the claws of their fore-feet, to prevent them from
running (4). The trial and condemnation of Charles I. in a pre-
tended court of juftice, however audacious and unconftitutional,
was yet an effort toward regularity and order. In the preceding
age, the king would have been taken off by affaflination or poifon,
Every prince in Europe had an officer whofe province it was to
fecure his mafter againft poifon. A lady was appointed to that
office by Queen Elifabeth of England ; and the form was, to give
to each of the fervants a mouthful to.eat of the difh he brought
in, Poifon muft have been frequent in thofe days, to make fuch
a regulation neceflary. To vouch ftill more clearly the low ebb
of morality during that period, feldom it happened that a man
of figure died fuddenly, or of an unufual difeafe, but poifon was
{fufpected. Men confcious of their own vicious difpofition, are
prone to {ufpect others. The Dauphin, fon to Francis I. of France,
a youth of about ¢ighteen, having overheated himfelf at play, took
a great draught of iced water, and died of a pleurify in five days.
The death was fudden, but none is more natural. - The fufpi-
cion however of poifon ‘was univerfal ; and Montecuculi, who at-

tended the young prince, was formally condemned to death and

(¢) Carta de Forelta, cap. 6,

T t2z2 _ executed
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executed for it ; for no better reafon, than that he had at all times
ready accefs to the prince.

Confidering the low ftate of morality where diffocial paflions
bear rule, as in the {tenes now difplay’d, one would require a mi-
racle to recover mankind out of fuch anarchy. But, as obferved
above (@), Providence brings order out of confufion. The into-
lerable diftrefs of a flate of things where a promife, or even an
oath, is a rope of fand, and where all are fet againft all (£), made
people at laft fenfible, that they muft either renounce fociety alto-
gether, or qualify themfelves for it, by checking their diffocial
paflions. Finding from experience, that the gratification of focial
affetions exceeds greatly that of cruelty and revenge, men endea-
voured to acquire a habit of felf-command, and of reftraining
their ftormy paflions. The neceflity of fulfilling every moral duty
was recognifed : men liftened to confcience, the voice of God in
their hearts: and the moral fenfe was cordially fubmitted to, as
the ultimate judge in all matters of right and wrong. Salutary
laws and fteady government contributed to perfect that glorious
revolution: private conviétion alone would not have been effectual,
not at leaft in many ages.

From that revolution is derived what is termed the law of na-
tions, meaning certain regulations dictated by the moral fenfe in
its maturity. 'Thelaws of our nature refine gradually as our na-
ture refines. The putting an enemy to death in cold blood, is a-
verfe to improved nature, tho’ common while barbarity prevailed,
It is held infamous to ufe poifoned weapons, tho’ the moral fenfe
made little oppofition while rancour and revenge were ruling paf-
figns. Averfion againft flrangers is taught to vary its object; from

() Book 2. fketch 1.
{5) Hobbes,

individuals,
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individuals, to the nation that is our enemy: I bear enmity a-
gainft France ; but diflike not any one Frenchman, being con-
{cious that it is the duty of fubjects to ferve their king and coun-
try *. In diftributing juflice, we make no diftin&ion between
natives and foreigners : if any partiality be indulged, itis in fa-
vour of the helplefs ftranger.

But cruelty is not the only antagonift to morality, There is an-
other, lefs violent indeed, but more cunning and undermining ;
and that is the hoarding-appetite. Before money was introduced,
that appetite was extremely faint: in the firft ftage of civil {ociety,
men are fatisfied with plain neceflaries ; and having thefe in
plenty, they think not of providing againft want. But money is
a {pecies of property, fo univerfal in operation, and fo permanent
in value, as to roufe the appetite for hoarding : love of money ex-
cites induftry ; and the many beautiful productions of induftry,
magnificent houfes, fplendid gardens, rich garments, inflame the
appetite to an extreme. In the thirteenth century, fo obfeured was
the moral fenfe by rapacity and avarice, that robbery on the high-
way, and the coining filfe money, were in Germany held to be
privileges of great lords. That perjury was common in the city of
London, efpecially among jurymen, makes a preamble in more
than one ftatute of Henry VII. In the Dance of Death, tranilated
from the French in the faid king’s reign, with additions adapted
to Englifh manners, a juryman is introduced, who, influenced by
bribes, had often given a falfe verdict. And the {heriff was often
fufpected as acceflory to the crime, by returning for jurymen per-
fons of a bad charater, Carew, in his account of Cornwall, fays,

* In one of our ill-concerted deflcents upon France during the late war, fignal
Rumanity appeared, in forbearing to burn a manufaftory of fails and ropes, be-
longing to the ]{E:Ig : becaufe it would have dl‘.‘ﬁl‘ﬂy’d an adjninlng htlﬂdiug of the
‘fame kiad belonging to a private manufatturer.

that
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that it was an ordinary article in an attorney’s bill, to charge pro
ancitia vicecomitis ¥, Perjury in jurors of the city of London, is
greatly complained of, _Stow informs us, that, in the year 1468,
many jurors of that city were punifhed, and papers fixed on their
heads, declaring their offence, of being corrupted by the parties
to the fuit. He complains of that corruption as flagrant in the
reign of Elifabeth, when he wrote his account of London. = Ful-
ler, in his Englifh Worthies, mentions it as a proverbial faying,
“ That London juries hang half, and fave half” Grafton, in
his Chronicle, mentions, that the chancellor of the Bifhop of Lon-
don being indi¢ted for murder, the Bifhop wrote a letter to Car-
dinal Wolfey, begging his interpofition for having the profe-
cution ftopt, “ becaufe London juries were fo corrupted, that
* they would find Abel guilty of the murder of Cain.”  In that
period, the morals of the Englifh were in every particular ex-
tremely loofe. We learn from Strype’s annals (a), that in the
county of Somerfet alone, forty perfons were executed in one
year for robbery, theft, and other felonies, thirty-five burnt in
the hand, thirty-feven whipped, one hundred and eighty-three
difcharged, tho’ moft wicked and defperate perfons; and yet that
the fifth part of the felonies committed in that county were not
brought to trial, either from cunning in the felons, indolence in
the magiftrate, or foolifh lenity in the people ; that other counties
were in no better condition, and many in a worfe ; and that com-
monly there were three or four hundred able-bodied vagabonds in
every county, whe lived by theft and rapine, Harrifon computes,
that in the reign of Henry VIIL feventy-two thoufand thieves
and rogues were hanged; and that in Elifabeth’s time there were

* ¢ For the friendfhip of the theriff.”
(«) Vol. 4.

only
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only hanged yearly between three and four hundred for theft and
robbery. At prefent, there are not forty hanged in a year for
thefe crimes. The fame author reports, that in the reign of Eli-
fabeth, there were computed to be in England ten thoufand
gyplies. In the year 1601, complaints were made in parliament,
of the rapine of the juftices of peace; and a member faid, that
this magiftrate was an animal, who, for half a dozen of chickens,
would difpenfe with a dozen of penal ftatutes. The people of
Whidah, in Guinea, are much addiéted to pilfering. Bofman was
told by the King, *f That his fubjects were not like thofe of Ar-
* drah, who on the {lighteft umbrage will poifon an European.
“ This, fays he, you have no reafon to apprehend here : but take
““ care of your goods; for fo expert are my people at thieving,
* that they will fteal from you while you are looking on,” The
Caribbeans, who know no wants but what nature infpires, are a-
maz'd at the induftry of the Europeans in amafling wealth, Li-
ften to one of them expoftulating with a Frenchman in the fol-
lowing terms : ““ How miferable art thou, to expofe thy perfon
“ to tedious and dangerous voyages, and to fuffer thyfelf to be

“ opprefled with anxiety about futurity! An inordinate appetite

“ for wealth is thy bane; and yet thou art no lefs tormented in
** preferving the goods thou haft acquired, than in acquiring
more : fear of robbery or thipwreck fuffers thee not to enjoy a

quict moment., Thus thou groweft old in thy youth, thy hair

13
L1

““ turns gray, thy forehead is wrinkled, a thoufind ailments af-

flit thy body, a thoufand diftrefles furround thy heart, and

11

““ thou moveft with painful hurry to the grave. 'Why art thou

‘not content with what thy own country produceth? Why not
contemn fuperfluities, as we do ?”

To control the hoarding appetite, which when inflamed is the
bane of civil fociety, the God of nature has provided two effica-
clous principles ; the moral fenfe, and the fenfe of property, The
hoarding

i

L1
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hoarding appetite, it is true, is more and more inflamed by beau-
tiful productions in the progrefs of art: but, on the other hand,
the fenfes mentioned growing to maturity, have a commanding
influence over the actions of men; and, when cherifhed in a good
government, are a {ufficient counterbalance to the hoarding appe-
tite, 'The ancient Egyptians enjoy’d for ages the bleflings of good
government ; and moral principles were among them carried to a
greater degree of refinement, than at prefent even in our courts
of equity. It was made the duty of every one, to fuccour thofe
who were unjuftly attacked : even paffengers were not exempted,
A regulation among them, that a man could not be imprifoned for
debt, was well fuited to the tenor of their laws and manners : it
could not have taken place but among an honeft and induftrious
people. In old Rome, tho’ remarkable for temperance and aufte-
rity of manners, a debtor could be imprifoned, and even fold as a
flave, for payment of the debt; but the Patricians were the credi-
tors, and the poor Plebeians were held in woful fubjecion *. The

moderation

#* A bankrupt in England who pays three fourths of his debt, and obtains'a
certificate of his good behaviour, is difcharged of all the debts contracted by him
before his bankruptey. Such regulation was perhaps not unfuitable to the mode-
ration and frugality of the period when it was made. But luxury and external
fhow, have now become our ruling paflions; and to fupply our extravagance;
money muft be procured at any rate. Trade in particular has degenerated into a
fpecies of gaming ; men venturing their all, in hopes of a lucky hit to elevate them
above their neighbours. And did they only venture their own, the cafe would
not be deplorable: they venture all they can procure upon credity and by that
means, reduce to beggary many an innocent family : -with refpeét to' themfelves,
they know the worft of it, which is to be clear’d from their debts by a eettificatel
The morals of our people are indeed at fo low an ebb, as to require the moft fe-
vere laws againft bankruptey. When a man borrows a fum, itis implied in the
covenant, that all his effefts prefent and furure fhall lie open to the creditor; for
which reafon, it is contradiftory to juftice, that a creditor fhould be fore'd to difs

charge
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moderation of the inhabitants of Hamburgh, and their public
fpirit, kept in vigour by a free government, preferve morality
among them entire from taint or corruption. I give an illuftrious
inftance. Inftead of a tax upon trade or riches, every merchant
puts privately into the public cheft, what he thinks ought to be
his contribution : the total fum feldom falls fhort of expe@ation ;
and among that numerous body of men, not one is fufpeed of
contributing lefs than his proportion. * But luxury has not yet got
footing in that city. A climate not kindly, and a foil not fertile,
enured the Swifs to temperance and to virtue. Patriotifm conti-
nues their ruling paffion : they are fond of ferving their country;
and are honeft and faithful to each other: a law-fuit among them
is a wonder ; and a door is feldom fhut unlefs to keep out cold.
The hurtful effe@ts of the hoarding appetite with refpect to in-
dividuals, make no figure compared with its poifonous influence
upon the public, in every ftate enriched by conqueft or by com-
merce ; which I have had more than one opportunity to mention.

charge his debtor without obtaining complete payment. Many debtors, it is true,
deferve favour ; but it ought to be left to the humanity of creditors, and not be
forc'd from them by law. The debtor, atthe fame time, may be fafely left to the
humanity of his creditors : for if he have condufted his affairs with ftrict integri-
ty. and with any degree of prudence, there will fearce be found one man fo hard-
hearted, as to ftand out againft the laudable and benevolent intentions of his fel-
low-creditors. Nay, if he have any regard to charafter, he dares not ftand out:
he would be held as a moniter, and be abhorred by all the world. To leave a
bankrupt thus to the mercy of his creditors, would produce the moft falutary cf-
fects. It would excite men to be ftriétly juft in their dealings, and put an end 1o
gaming, fo delrudlive to credic ; becaufe mifbehaviour in any of thefe particulars
would fet the whole creditors againit their debtor, and leave him no hope of fa-
wour., In the late bankrupt-ftatute for Scotland, accordingly, the claufe concern-
ing the certificate was wifely left out, as unfuitable to the depraved manners of
the prefent times. .

Vou. II, Unu Overflowing
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Overflowing riches unequally diftributed, multiply artificial wants
beyond all bounds : they eradicate patriotifm : they fofter luxu-
ry, fenfuality, and felfilhnefs, which are commonly gratified at
the expence even of juftice and honour. The Athenians were
early corrupted® by opulence; to which every thing was made
fubfervient. “‘ Itis an oracle,” fays the chorus in the Agamems-
non of Efchylus, * that is not purchafed with money.” During
the infancy of a nation, vice prevails from imbecility in the mo-
ral fenfe: in the decline of a nation, it prevails from the corrup-
tion of aflluence.

In a {mall ftate, there is commonly much virtue at home, and
much violence abroad. The Romans were to their neighbours
more baneful than famine or peftilence ; but patriotifin in them
occafioned great integrity at home. An oath when given to forti-
fy an engagement with a fellow-citizen, was more facred at
Rome than in any other part of the world (2). The cenforian of-
fice cannot fucceed but among a virtuous people ; becaufe its re-
wards and punifhments have no influence but upon thofe who are
afhamed of vice *, As foon as Afiatic opulence and luxury pre-
vailed in Rome, felfifhnefs, fenfuality, and avarice, formed the
chara&er of the Romans ; and the cenforian power was at an end.
Such relaxation of morals enfued, as to make a law neceflary pro-
Libiting the cuftody of an infant to be given to the heir, for fear
of murder. And for the fame reafon, it was held unlawful to
make a covenant de bereditate viventis, Thefe regulations prove the

* In the fifteenth century, the French elergy from the pulpit cenfured public
teanfadtions, and even the conduét of their king, as our Britith clergy did in the
days of Charles L. and II. ‘They affumed the privilege of a Roman cenfor; but
they were not men of fuch auchority as to do any good in 2 corrupted nation.

{«) L’Efprit des loix, liv, 8.¢h. 12,

Romans
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Romans to have been grofsly corrupt, Our law is different in both
articles ; becaufe it entertains not the fame bad opinion of the people
whom it governs. Domitius Enobarbus and Appius Pulcher were
confuls of Rome in the 6ggth year ; and Memmius and Calvinus
were candidates for fucceeding them in that office. It was agreed
among thefe four worthy gentlemen, that they thould mutually affift
each other. The confuls engaged to promote the eleétion of Mem-
mius and Calvinus: and they, on the other hand, {fubfcribed a bond,
obliging themfelves, under a penalty of about L. 3oco Sterling,
to procure three augurs, who fhould atreft, that they were prefent
in the comitia when a law pafled, invefting the confuls with mili-
tary command in their provinces ; and alfo obliging themfelves to
produce three perfons of confular rank, to depofe, that they were
not only prefent in the fenate, but actually in the number of thofe
who figned a decree, conferring on the confuls the ufual procon-
fular appointments.  And yet the law made in the comitia, and
the decree in the {enate, were pure fictions, never even {poken of,
Infamous as this tranfaction was, Memmius, to anfwer fome po-,
litical purpofe, was not afhamed to divulge it to the fenate. 'This
fame Memmius, however, continued to be Cicero’s correfponclent,
and his profefled friend. Prob tempora! prob mores! DBur power
and riches were at that time ruling paflions; and the principles
of morality were very little regarded.

It is needlefs to diffemble, that felfilhnefs, fenfuality, and ava-
rice, muft in England be the fruits of great opulence, as in every
other country ; and that morality cannor maintain its authority a-
gainft fuch undermining antagoniits. Cuftomhoufe-oaths have be-
come fo familiar among us, as to be fivallowed without a wry face;
and is it certain,. that bribery and perjury in elecling parliament-
members, are not approaching to the fame cool ftate ! In the infan-
cy of morality, a promife makes buta flight impreflion : to give it

Uz force,
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force, it is commonly accompanied with many folemnities (a) ;
and in treaties between fovereigns, even thefe folemnities are not
relied on without a folemn ocath, When morality arrives at ma-
turity, the oath is thought unneceffary ; and at prefent, morali-
ty 1s fo much on the decline, that a {folemn oath is not more re-
lied on, than a fimple promife was originally. Laws have been
made to prevent fuch immorality, butin vain: becaufe none but
patriots have an intereft to fupport them ; and when patriotifin is
banifhed by corruption, there is no remaining fpring in govern~
ment to make them effetual. The ftatutes made againft gaming,
and againft bribery and corruption in elections, have no authori-
ty over a degenerate people. Nothing is ftudied, but how to e=
vade the penalties ; and fuppofing {tatutes to be made without end
for preventing known evafions, new evafions will {pring up in
their ftead. The mifery is, that fuch laws, if they prove abor-
tive, are never innocent with regard to confequences; for no-
thing is more fubverfive of morality as well as of patrioti{m, than
a habit of difregarding the laws of our country *,

But

{2) See Hiftorical Law-trafts, traft 2.

* Lying -and perjury are not in every cafe equally criminal; at Ieaft are not
commonly reckoned fo. Lying or perjury, in order to injure a man, is held highly, .
eriminal ; and the greater the hurr, the greater the crime. To relieve from pu-
nifhment, few boggle at a lie or at perjury: fincerity is not even expefted; and
hence the practice of torture. Many men are not fcrupulous about oaths, when
they have no view but to obtain juftice. to themfelves: the Jacobites, that they !
might not be deprived of their privileges as Britith fubjefts, made no great diffi«
zulty to {wallow oaths to the prefent government, tho’ in them it was perjury. It
is dangerous to withdraw the fmalleft peg in the moral edifice 5 for the whole will
totter and tumble. Men creep on to vice by degrees. Perjury, in order to fup-
port a friend, has become cuftomary of late years 3 witnefs fickitions' qualifications
in the eleftors of parliament-men, which. ave made effe@ual by perjury: yet fuch;
is the degeneracy of the prefent times, that no man is the worfe thought of upon..

that
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But pride fometimes happily interpofes to ftem the tide of cor-
ruption, The poor are not athamed to take a’ bribe from the
rich ; nor weak ftates from thofe that are powerful, difguifed on-
ly under the name of fubfidy or penfion. Both France and England
have been in the practice of fecuring the alliance of fome foreign
princes by penfions ; and it is natural in the minifters of a pen-
fioned prince, to receive a gratification for keeping their mafter to
his engagement. England never was at any time {o inferior to
France, as to fuffer their king to accept a penfion, whatever pri-
vate tranfactions might be between the kings themfelves. But
the minifters of England thought it no difparagement, to receive
penfions from France. Every minifter of Edward IV. of England
received a penfion from Louis XL ; and they made no difficulty
of granting a receipt accordingly. The old Earl of Warwick, fays
Commines, was the only exception : he took the money, but re<
fufed a receipt. Cardinal Wolfey had a penfion both from the
Emperor and from the King of France: and his mafter Henry
was vain, that his minifter was {fo much regarded by the firlt
powers in Europe. During the reigns of Charles IL. and of his
brother James, England made fo defpicable a figure, that the mi-
nifters accepted penfions from Louis XIV, A king void of vir-
tue was never well ferved, King Charles, moft difgracefully, ac-
Tepted a penfion from France: what feruple could his minifters
have? Britain, governed by a king eminently virtuous and pa-
triotic, makes at prefent fo great a figure, that even the loweft
minifter would difdain a penfion from any foreign prince, Men
formerly were fo blind as not to fee, that a penfion creates a bias
in a minifter, againft his mafter and his country. At prefent,

that account. . We muft not flatter ourfelves that the poifon will reach no farther »
a man who boggles not at perjury to ferve a friend, will in time become fuch an
adept, as to commit perjury in order to ruin 3 fricnd when he becomes an enemy.

men
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men are fo quick-fighted as clearly to fee, that a foreign penfion
to a minifter is no better than a bribe; and it would be held
{o by all the world.

In a nation enriched by conqueft or commerce, where {elfith
paflions always prevail, it 1s difficult to ftem the tide of immora-
lity : the decline of virtue may be retarded by wholefome regula-
tions ; but no regulations will ever reftore it to its meridian vi-
gour, Marcus Aurelius, Emperor of Rome, caufed ftatues to be,
made of all the brave men who figured in the Germanic war. It
has long been a pracice in China, to honour perfons eminent for
virtue, by fealting them annually at the Emperor's expence. A
late Emperor made an improvement: he ordered reports to be
fent him annually, of men and women who when alive had been
remarkable for public {pirit or private virtue, in order that mo-
numents might be erected to their memory. The following. re-
port is one of many that were {ent to the Emperor. ** According
* to the order of your Majefty, for ere¢ting monuments to the ho-
* nonr of women, who have been celebrated for continence, for
* filial piety, or for purity of manners, the viceroy of Canton re-
“ ports, that in the town of Sinhoei, a beautiful young woman,
““ named Leang, facrificed ber life to fave her chaftity. In- the
¢ fifteenth year of our Emperor Canghi, the was dragg’d by pi-
 pates into their thip ; and having no other way to efcape their
““ brutal luft, the threw herfelf headlong into the fea. Being of
opinion, that to prefer honour before life 1s an example worthy
of imitation, we purpofe, according to your Majefty’s order, to
erect a triumphal arch for that young woman, and to engrave
her ftory upon a large flone, that it may be preferved in per=
¢ petual remembrance.” At the foot of the report is written,
The Emperor approves,. Pity it is, that fuch, regulations fhould e~
ver prove abortive, - for their purpofe is excellent. But they would
necd angels to put them in execution, Every deviation from a

jull




Sk. 11, i1. MioR Al T T v, 441

juft felection enervates them; and ﬂ'&qucnf deviations render them
a fubjeét of ridicule. But how are deviations to be prevented,
when men are the judges? Thofe who diftribute the rewards
will prefer their friends, ‘and overlook thofe of ‘greater merit.
Like the cenforian power in Rome, fuch regulations, after many
abufes, will fink into contempt.

Two errors, which infefted morality in dark times, have occa-
fioned much injuftice ; and I am not certain, that they are yet to-
tally eradicated. The firft is an ‘opinion, That an aion derives
its quality of right and wrong from the event, without regard to
intention. © The other is, That the end juftifies the means; or, in
other words, That means, otherwife unlawful, may be lawfully
employ'd to bring about a good end. With an account of thefe
two errors, Ifhall clofe the prefent hiftorical fketch.

That intention is the circumftance which qualifies an action,
and its author, to be criminal or innocent, is made evident in the
firlt part of the prefent fketch, and is now admitted to be o by
every moral writer. Butrude and barbarous nations feldom carry
their thoughts beyond what falls under their external fenfes : they
conclude an action to be right that happens to do goed, and an
aftion to be wrong that happens to do harm; without ever think-
ing of motives, of Will, of intention, or of any circumftance
that is not obvious to eye-fight. From many paflages in the Old
Teftament it appears, that the external act only, with its confe-
quences, were regarded. Ifaac, imitating his father Abraham,
made his' wife Rebecca pafs for his fifter. - Abimelech, Kingx of
the Philiftines, having difcovered the impofture, faid to Ifaac,
“ What is this thou haft done unto us ? One of the people might
“ lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou fhouldft have
* brought guiltinefs upon us (a).” Jonathan was condemned to die

(¢) Genelis, chap.z26.
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for tranfgrefling a prohibition he had never heard of (4). A fin
of ignorance, i. ¢. an action done without ill intention, required
a facrifice of expiation (§). Saul being defeated by the Philiftines,
fell on his own fword : the wound not being mortal, he prevail-
ed on a young Amalekite, to pull out the fword, and to difpatch
him with it. Jofephus (¢) fays, that David ordered the criminal
to be delivered up to juftice as a regicide.

The Greeks appear to have wavered greatly about intention,
fometimes holding it eflential to a crime, and fometimes diffe-
garding it as a circumftance of no moment. Of thefe contradic-
tory opinions we have pregnant evidence in the two tragedies
of Oedipus ; the firft taking it for granted, that a crime confifts
entirely in the external a& and its confequences ; the other hold-
ing intention to. be indifpenfable. Oedipus had killed his father
Laius, and married his mother Jocafta ; but without any crimi-
nal intention, being ignorant of his relation to them. And yet
hiftory informs us, that the gods punifhed the Thebans with pe-
ftilence, for fuffering a wretch fo grofsly criminal to live. Sopho-
cles, author of both tragedies, puts the following words in the
mouth of Tirefias the prophet.

Know then,

That Oedipus, in fhameful bonds united,
With thofe he loves, unconfcious of his guilt,
Is yet moft guilty,

And that doctrine is efpoufed by Ariftotle in a later period, who
holding Oedipus to have been deeply criminal, tho' without in-
tention, is of opinion, that a more proper fubject for tragedy ne-

-

{«) 1 Samuel, xiv. 44.
(£} Leviticus, chap, 4.
{c} Book 3. of Antiquities.
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ver was brought upon ‘the Rage. Nay asa philofoplier he'talks
eur u..lv of an involuntary erime.  Oreftes,” in Euripides, ac-
knowledges himfelf to be guilty in killing his mother; yet aflerts
with the fame breath, that his crime was inevitable, a neceflary
erime, a crime commanded by religion.

In Oedipus Coloneus, the other tragedy mentioned, a very dif-
ferent propofition is maintained, A defence is made for that un-
lucky man, agreeable to found moral principles, that, having had
no bad intention, he was entirely innocent ; and that his mif-
fortunes ought to be afcribed to the wrath of the gods.

Thou who upbraid’ft me thus for all my woss,

Murder and inceft, which agriinrl my will

1 had committed ; {o it pleas’d the gods,

Offended at my race for former crimes.

But I am guiltle(s ; can’ft thou name a fault

Deferving this ! For, tell me, was it mine,

‘When to my father, Phacbus did declare,

That he fhould one day perifth by the hand

Of his own child ; was Oedipus to blame,

Who had no being then ? 1f, born at ler 1gth

To wretchedaels, he met his fire unknown,

And {lew him, L‘i*.;‘-.t mvoluntary deed

Can'fiithow eondemn 2 And for my fatal marriage,

Dofl thon not bluth to name it? was not fhe

Thy 'hj‘.-".‘, t’he who bere me, 1gnorant

tléfs woman ! afterwards my wife,

And mother 'té' my children? What fhe did, fhe did un-
Kitowing.

not for'that, nor for my murder’d father,

Have 1 deferv'd thy bitter taunts: for, tell me,

T'hy life attack'd, 'EULT-’.""L thou have ftaid to alk
Now; 1I, X x Th' affaflin,
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Th’ affaflin, if he were thy father?  No 3
Selt~love would urge thee to revenge the infult,
Thus was I drove to ill by th’ angry gods ;
This, fhou’d my father’s foul revifit earth,
Him{elf would own, and pity Oedipus.

Again, in the fourth a&, the following prayer is put up for Oedi-
pus by the chorus,

O grant,

That not opprefs’d by tort’ring pain

Beneath the ftroke of death he Linger long ;

But {wift, with eafy fteps, defcend to Styx’s drear abode ;
For he hath led a life of toil and pain ;

May the juft gods repay his undeferved woe,

The audience was the fame in both plays. Did they think Oedi-
Pus to be guilty in the one play, and innocent in the other? If
they did not, how could both plays be relifhed ? if they did, they
muft have been grofsly ftupid.

The ftatues of a Roman Emperor were held {o facred, that to
treat them with any contempt was high treafon. This ridiculous
opinion was carried fo far out of common fenfe, that a man was
held guilty of high treafon, if a ftone thrown by him happened
accidentally to touch one of thefe ftatues. And the law continued
in force till abrogated by a refcript of Severus Antoninus (a).

In England, {o little was intention regarded, that cafual homi-
cide, and even homicide in felf-defence, were capitally punifhed.
It requires flrong evidence to vouch fo abfurd a law ; and I have
the ftrongeft, viz. the act 52° Henry IIL cap, 26. converting the
capital punifhment into a forfeiture of moveables, The fime grofs
blunder continued much longer to be law in Scotland. By act 19.

(a) L 5. ad leg. Jul, Majelt,
' parl.
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parl. 1649, renewed aét 22. parl. 1661, the capital punifhment
is converted to imprifonment, or a fine to the wife and children,
In a period {o late as the Reftoration, ftrange blindnefs it was, not
to perceive, that homicide in felf-defence, being a lawful ad,
Juftified by the ftricteft rules of morality, fubje@s not a man to
punithment, more than the defending his property againft a rob-
ber; and that cafual homicide, meaning homicide committed in-
rocently without ill intention, may {ubject him to reparation, but
iever to any punifthment, mild or fevere,

The Jefuits in their do@rines feem to reft on the external act,
difregarding intention. Itis with them a matter of perfe@ in-
difference, from what motive men obey the laws of God; and
that the fervice of thofe who obey from fear of punifhment, is no
lefs acceptable to the Deity, than of thofe who obey from a prin-
ciple of love *,

The other error mentioned above, is, That the end juflifies the
means. In.defence of that propofition, it is urged, that the cha-
racter of the means is derived from the end; that every action
muft be right. which contributes to a good end, and that every
action muft be wrong which contributes to an jll end. But thofe
who reafon thus, ought firft to confider, whether reafoning be at
all applicable to the prefent fubje. Reafon is the true touchftone
of truth and falfehood ; but the moral fenfe is the only touchftone
of right and wrong ; and to maintain, that reafon is our guide in

judging of right and wrong, is no lefs abfurd than to maintain,

* External thow made a great figure, when nothing was regarded bur what js
vifible. By acutenefs of Judgement, and refinement of tafte, the pleafures of fo.
ciety prevail, and forms and ceremonies are difregarded. Fxternal thow, however,
continues to ftand is ground in feveral inftances. It occafions, in particular, many
an ill-forted match : a young man is apt to be captivated with beauty or drcfs; a

young woman with equipage or a title.

X x2 that
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that the moral fenfe is our guide in judging of truth and falfe-
hood. The moral fenfe dictates, that on no pretext whatever is
it lawful to do an a@ of injuftice, or any wrong (a): and men,
confcious that the moral fenfe governs in matters of right and
wrong, fubmit implicitly to its dictates. Influenced however by
the reafoning mentioned, during the nonage of the moral {enfe,
men did wrong currently in order to bring about a good end ;
witnefs pretended miracles and forged writings, urged without
referve by every fe&t of Chriftians againft their antagonifts. And
I am forry to obferve, that the error is not totally eradicated:
miflionaries employ’d in converting infidels to the true faith, are
little fcrupulous about the means: they make no difficulty to
feign prodigies in order to convert thofe who are not moved by
argument. Such pious frauds tend to fap the very foundations

of morality. 2

{.:': See the firll part of this fketch, 2 oAt the end,
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