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Ch.2. a FOUNDLING. 5
any Man, how much foever he may defpife the
Chara&er of a Flatterer, but will condefcend in
the meaneft Manner to-flatter himfelf.

To thofe, therefore, I apply for the Truth of
the above Obfervations, whofe own Minds can
bear Teftimony to what I have advanced.

Examine your Heart, my good Reader, and
refolve whether you do believe thefe Matters
with me. If you do, you may now proceed to

their Emmph fication in the ful]owuw Pages 3
if you do not, you have, I aflure you, akh ctd_
read more than you have underflood ; and it
would be wifer to purfue your Bufinefs, or your
Pleafures (fuch as they are) than to throw away
any more of your Time in reading what you can
neither tafte nor comprehend, T'o treat of the
Effe&ts of Love to you, muft be as abfurd as to
difcourfe on Colours.to a Man born blind ; fince
poflibly your Idea of Love may be as abfurd as
that which we are told fuch blind Man once en-
tertained of the Colour Scarlet: that Colour feem-
ed to him to be very much like- the Sound of .2
Trumpet ; and Love probably may,. in your Opi-
nion, very greatly refemble a Dilh of Soup, or a
Sir-loin of Roaft-beef.

CoBhu: ProilL

The Charaéter of Mrs. Weltern,  Fer' grea:
Learning and. Knowledze of the World, and an
Inftance of the deep Penetration which [be de-
n‘uaﬁam thafe Advaniges..

E Reader hath feen Mr. 7%eflern, his

Slﬂ'cr and. Daughter, with }mm Fonesy

and the Parfon, going together to Mr, Heftern’s
B 3 Houfe,.




6 The History of Book VI,

Houfe, where the greater Part of the Company
fpent the Evening with much Joy and Feftivity.
Sophia was indeed the enly grave Perfon: For
as to Fones, though Love had now gotten entire
Poffeffion of his Heart, yet the pleafing Reflec-
sion on Mr. Aliwerthy’s Recovery, and the Pre-
fence of his Miftrefs, joined to fome tender
Looks which {he now and then could not refrain
from giving him, fo elevated our Heroe, that he
joined the Mirth of the other three, who were
perhaps as good-humoured People as any in the
World.

Sephia retained the fame Gravity of Counte-
nance the next Morning at Breakfaft ; whence
{he retired likewife earlier than ufual, leaving her
Father and Aunt together. The Squire took no
Notice of this Change in his Daughter’s Difpo-
fition, To fay the Truth, though he wasfome-
what of a Politician, and had been twice a Can-
didate in the Country Intereft at an Eleétion, he
was a Man of no great Obfervation. His Sifter
was a Lady of a different Turn. She had lived
about the Court, and had feen the World.
Hence fhe had acquired all that Knowledge which
the faid World ufually communicates ; and was
a perfe& Miftrefs of Manners, Cuftoms, Cere-
monies, and Fafhions ; nor did her Erudition
ftop her. She had confiderably improved her
Mind by Study ; fhe had not only read all the
modern Plays, Operas, Oratorios, Poems and
Romances; in all which fhe was a Critic ; but
had gone thro’ Rapin’s Hiftory of England,
Eachard’s Roman Hiftory, and many French Me-
omoires pour ffr*v:'r @ I’ Hiftsire; to thefe {he had
added moft of the political Pampblets and Jour-
nals, publifhed within the laft twenty Years.

From
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From which fhe had attained a very competent
Skill in Politics, and could difcourfe very learn-
edly on the Affairs of Europe. She was more-
over excellently well fkilled in the Dollrine of
Amour, and knew better than any Body who
and who were together: A Knowledge which fhe
the more cafily attained, as her Purfuit of it was
never diverted by any Affairs of her own; for
either fhe had no Inclinations, or they had never
been follicited ;3 which laft is indeed very pro-
bable : For her mafculine Perfon, which was near
fix Foot high, added to her Manner and Learn-
ing, poflibly prevented the other Sex from regard-
ing her, notwithftanding her Petticoats, in the
Light of a Woman. However, as the had con-
fidered the Matter fcientifically, fhe perfectly well
knew, though fhe had never practifed them, ail
the Arts which fine Ladies ufe when they defire
to give Encouragement, or to conceal Liking,
with all the long Appendage of Smiles, Ogles,
Glances, &¢. as they are at prefent practifed in
the Beau-monde. To fum the whole, no Spe-
cies of Difguife or Affeation had efcaped her
Notice ; but as to the plain fimple Workings of
honeft Nature, as fthe had never feen any fuch,
fhe could know but little of them.

By means of this wonderful Sagacity, Mrs.
Weflern had now, as fhe thought, made a Difco-
very of fomething in the Mind of Sephia. The
firft Hint of this the took from the Behaviour of
the young Lady in the Field of Battle : and the
Sufpicion which fhe then conceived, was greatly
corroborated by fome Obfervations which the had
made that Evening and the next Morning.
However, being greatly cautious to aveid being
found in a Miftake, fhe carried the Secret a

B 4 whole
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whole Fortnight in her Bofom, giving only fome
oblique Hints, by Simpering, Winks, Nodss
and now and then dropping an obfcure Word,,
which indeed fufficiently alarmed Sophia, but did:
not at pll affeé her Brother.

Being at length, however, thoroughly fatis-
fied of the Truth of her Obfervation, fhe took
an Opportunity, one Morning, when fhe was
alone with her Brother, to interrupt one of his
VWhilMes in the following Manner :

¢ Pray, Brother, have you not obferved fome-
¢ thing very extraordinary in my Niece lately 27
¢« No, notl,’ anfwered Weftern 5 ©Is any thing
¢ the Matter with the Girl ¥ 1 think there is,
seplies fhe, © and fomething of much Confe-
¢ quence too.” ¢ Why {he doth not complain of
¢ any thing,’ cries Weftern, *and {he hath had
¢ the Small Pox ¢ Brother,’ returned fhe,
¢« Giils are liable to other Diftempers befides the
< Small Pox, and fometimes poffibly to much
¢ worfe.” Here Weflern interrupted her with
much Earneftnefs, and begged her, if any thing
ailed his Daughter, to acquaint him immediately,
adding, ¢ fhe knew he loved her more than his
< own Soul, and that he would fend to the
¢ World’s End for the beft Phyfician to her.”
<'Nay, nay, anfwered fhe, fmiling, ¢ the Di-
¢ ftemper is not fo terrible ; but I belicve, Bro-
¢ ther, you are convinced I know the World,
¢ and [ promile you T was never more deceived
¢ in my Lifc, if my Nicce be not moft defpe-
¢ rately in Love.” ¢ How ! in Love,” crics
Weftern, in a Pafion, © in Love without ac-
¢ quainting me! T’ll difinherit-her, I’ll turn her
¢ out of Doors, ftark naked, without a Farthing:
<« Is all my kindnefs vor "ur, and vondnefs o'ur

¢ come
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¢ come to this, to fall in Love without afking.
¢ me Leave! ¢ But you will not,’ anfwered
Mrs, Weftern, © turn this Daughter, whom
¢ you love better than your own Soul, out of
¢ Doors, before you know whether you fhall ap-
¢ prove her Choice. Suppofe fhe fhould have
¢ fixed on the very Perfon. whom you yourfelf
¢ would with, I hope you would not be angry
then.” ¢ No,. no,’ cries /¥ ¢ffern, ¢ that would
make a Difference. If (he marries the Man I
would ha’ her, {he may love whom fhe pleafes,
I fhan’t trouble my Head about that.” ¢ That
is fpoken,’ anfwered the Sifter, ¢ like afenfible
Man, but I believe the very Perfon fhe hath
chofen, would be the very Perfon- you would
¢ chufe for her. I will-difclaim all Knowledge
of the World if it is not {o; and I believe,
Brother, you will aliow I have fome.” ¢ Why
lookee, Sifter,’ faid /#%2ffern, < 1do believe you
have as much as any Woman ; and to be fure
thofe are Women’s Matters. You know I
don’t love to hear you talk about Politics,-they
¢ belong to us, and. Petticoats thould not meddle:
¢ But come, who is the Man ?’* ¢ Marry I° faid
fhe, “you may find him out yourfelf, if you
¢ pleafe. You who are fo .great a Politician,-
can be at no great Lofs. The.Judgment which
can penetrate into the Cabinets.of Princes, and.
difcover the fecret. Springs which move the
great State Wheels in. all the political Machincs
of Burspe, muft. furely, with very little Diffi-
culty find out what pafies.in the rude unin-
formed Mind. of a Girl.> ¢ Sifter,’ cries the
Squire, © I haveoften warned you not to talk the
¢ Couit, Gibberifh to me. I tell you,.I don’s
¢ nnderftand the Lingo ; but I can'read a Jour~
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nal, or the London Evening-Poff. Perhaps in-
deed, there may be now and tan a Verfe which
I can’t make much of, becaufe half the Letters
are left out’; yet I know very well what is
meant by that, and that our Affairs don’t go fo
well as they fhould do, becaufe of Bribery and
Corruption.” ¢ T pity your Country Tgnorance
from my Heart,” cries the Lady, ¢ Do you !’

anfwered “7¥efern, ¢ and T pity your Town

Learning ;"I had rather be any thing than a

¢ Courtier, and a Prefhyterian, and a Hangve-
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rian too, asfome People, I believe, are.” ¢ If
you mean me,” anfwered fhe, ¢ you know I am
a Woman, Brother; and it fignifies nothing
what T am. Befides ------ <] do know you are
a Woman,’ cries the Squire, ¢ and its well for
thee, that art one; if hadft been a Man, I pro-
mife thee I had lent thee a Flick longago.” ¢ Ay
there,” faid the, ¢ in that Flick lies all your fan-
cied Superiority. Your Bodies, and not your
Brains, are ftronger than ours. Believe me, it
is well for you that you are able to beat us; or,
fuch is the Superiority of our Underftanding,
we fhould make all of you what the brave, and
wife, and witty, and politeare already,----our
Slaves.” I am glad I know your Mind,” an-

fwered the Squire, ¢but we’ll talk more of this

]
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Matter another Time. At prefent, do tell me
what Man is it you mean about my Daughter.”
Hold a Moment,’ faid the, ¢ while I digeft that
fovereign Contempt I have for your Sex ; or
elfe I oughtto be angry too with you. There
---------- I have made a Shift to gulp it down.
And now, good politic Sir, what think you of
Mer. Blifil # Did fhe not faint away on feeing
him lie breathlefs on the Ground ! Did fhe nfot,

¢ after
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after he was recovered, turn pale again the
Moment we came up to that Part of the Field:
where he ftood ? And pray what elfe fhould be
the Occafion of all her Melancholy that Night
at Supper, the next Morning, and indeed ever
fince ?’ ¢ Fore George !’ cries the Squire, © now
you mind me on’t, I remember it all. Itis
certainly {o, and I am glad on’t, withall my
Heart. I knew Sophy was a good Girl, and
would not fall in Love to make me angry. I
was never more rejoiced in my Life : Forno-.
thing can lie fo handy togcther as our twor
Eftates. I had this Matter in my Head fome
Time ago ; for certainly the two Eftates are i
a Manner joined together in Matrimony al-
ready, and it would be a thoufand Pities to-
part them. It is true indeed, there be larger
¢ Eftatesin the Kingdom, but not in' this Coun-
¢ ty, and I had rather bate fomething, than
marry my Daughter among Strangers and Fo-
reigners.  Befides moft o’ zuch great Eftates be
¢ in the Hands of Lords, and I heate the very
¢ Name of themmun. Well but, Sifter, what
¢ would you advife me to do: For I tell you
¢ Women know thefe Mattersbetter than wedo?’
¢ O your humble Servant, Sir,” anfwered the
Tady, ¢ we are obliged to you for allowing us a
¢ Capacity inany Thing. Since you are pleafed
¢ then,, moft politic Sir, to atk my Advice, I
¢ think-you may propofe the Match to Alhverthy
¢ yourfelf.. There is no Indecorum in the Pro-
¢ pofal’s coming from the Parent of either Sider
¢ King Alinous, in Mr. Pope’s. Odyfley,, offers
 his Daughter to Ulyffes. 1 need not caution o
¢ politica Perfon not to fay that your Daughteris
¢ in Love; that would indeed be againft all

: B 6 ¢ Rules.™
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12 Fhe. History ¢f — Bock VE
¢ Rules,’ ¢-Well,? f2id the Squire, ¢I will pros
po fe it but. I {h..ll certa mlv lend un a Flick,
¢ if he thould refufe me.”" ¢ Fear not,’. cries Mrs,
Heftern, ¢ the Match is too advantageous to be
¢ refufed.” T don’t know that,” an{wered the
Squire, ¢ Alhworthy is a queer B—ch, and Mo-
¢ ney hath no Effe& o’un.” ¢ Brother,” faid the
Lady, ¢ your Politics aftonith me. Are you
¢ really to he impofed on by Profeffions ! Do you
& think Mr, A/lzuarthy hath ,more Con*"mpL for
Money than other Men, becaufe he pro-:
¢ fefles more ? Such Credulity would better be-
come one.of us weak Women, than that wife
< Sex w 'ch Heaven hath formed for Politicians.
¢ Indeed; Brother, you would make a fine Ple-
nipo to negotiate with the French. They would
foon pﬂrl’mdc you, that they take Towns out
of mere defenfive, Principles,” ¢ Sifter,” an:
{wered the Squire, with.much Scorn, ‘let your
Friends at Court anfwer for the Towns taken ;
as youare a Woman, I fhall lay no Blame upon
you : For Ifuppofe they are wifer thantotruft
Women with Secrets.” He accompanied this
with fo farcaftical. a Laugh, that Mrs. /#¢/lern
could bear no longer. She had been all this
Time fretted in a tender Part (for the was indeed
very du.p ty fkilled in thefe Matters, and very vio-
lent in them) and therefore burft forthina Rann
declared her Brother. to be both a Clown and a
Blcckhead, and that fhe-would ftay no longer in
his Houlfe.
The Squire, tho’ perhape he had never read
Machiavel, was, however, in many Points, a
perfet Politician, He ftrengly held all thofe
wife Tenets; which are fo well inculcated in'
that Politico-Peripatetic School of Zachange-
2 Alley,.
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Alley.  He knew the juft Value and only Ufe of
Money, viz. to lay it up. He was likewife well
fkilled in the exaét Value ot Reverfions, Expec-
tations, &Fc. and- had- often confidered the A-
mount of his Sifter’s Fortune, and the Chance
which he or his Pofterity had of inheriting it.
This he was infinitely too wife to facrifice to a
trifling Refentment.. When he. found, therefore,
he had carried Matters. too. far, he began to
think of reconciling them ; which was no very
difficult T'afk, as the Lady had great Affection
for her Brother, and ftill greater for her Niece;
and tho’ too fufceptible of an Affront offered to
her Skill in Politics, on which fhe much valued
herfelf, was a Woman of a very extraordinary
good and fweet Difpofition.

Having firft, therufore, laid violent Hands on
the horfas, for whofe Efcape from the Stable' no .
Place but the Window was left open; he next
applied himfelf to his Siftcr, foftened and foothed
her, by unfaying all he had faid, and by Affer-
tions dlrc&Iy contrary to thoie which had in-
cenfed her, Laftly, he fummoned the Eloquence
of Sophia to his Afliftance, who, befides a moft
graceful and winning Addrefs, had the Advan-
tage of being heard. with great Favour and Par-
tiality by her Aunt.

The Refult of the Whole was a kind Smile
from Mrs. #e¢flern, who faid, ¢ Brother, you
¢ are abfolutely a perfe& Croat; but as thefe
¢ have their Ufe in.the. Army of the Emprefs
¢ Queen, fo you likewife have fome Good in
¢ you. Iwill therefore once more figna Tn."ty
¢ of Pecace with you, and fee that you do.not in-
¢ fringe it.on your Side; at leaft, as you are fo
¢ excellent a Politician, I may expel you will

¢ keep.
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