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14 The HisTory of Book VI.

¢ keep your Leagues, like the French, till your
¢ Intercft calls upon you to break them.’

C H-A"P.: I
Containing two Defiances ta the Criticss

HE Squire having fettled Matters with his
Sifter, as we have feen in the laft Chapter,
was fo greatly impatient to communicate the
Propofal to Allwerthy, that Mrs. 7#¢ffern had the
utmoft Difficulty to prevent him from vifiting
that Gentleman in his Sicknefs, for this Purpofe.
Mr. Alhworthy had been engaged to dine with
Mr. Weflern at the Time when he was taken ill.
He was, therefore, no fooner difcharged out of
the Cuftody of Phyfic, but he thought (as was
ufual with him on all Occafions, both the higheft
and the loweft) of fulfilling his Engagement.

In the Interval between the Time of the Dia-
logue in the laft Chapter, and this Day of public
Entertainment, Sophra had, from certain obfcure
Hints thrown out by her Aunt, colletted fome
Apprehenfion that the fagacious Lady fufpected
her Paffion for Fones. She now refolved to take
this Opportunity of wiping out all fuch Sufpicion,
and for that Purpofe to put an entire Conftraint
on her Behaviour.

Firft, the endeavoured to conceal a throbbing
melancholy Heart with the utmoft Sprightlinefs in
her Countenance, and the higheft Gaiety in her
Manner. Secondly, fhe addrefled her whole
Difcourfe to Mr. Blifil, and took not the leaft
Notice of poor Fones the whole Day.

The Squire was fo delighted with this Con-
duct of his Daughter, that he fcarce eat any
Dinner,
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Dinner, and fpent almoft his whole Time in
watching Opportunities of conveying Signs of
his Approbation by Winks and Nods to his
Sifter ; who was not at firft altogether fo pleafed
with what fhe faw as was her Brother.

In fhort, Scphia fo greatly overatted her Patt,
that her Aunt was at firft ftaggered, and began to
fufpe fome Affetation in her Niece; but as the
was herfelf a Woman of great Art, fo fhe foon
attributed this to extreme Art in Sophia. She re-
membered the many Hints fhe had given her
Niece concerning her being in Love, and ima~
gined the young Lady had taken this Way to
rally her out of her Opinion, by an overacted
Civility ; a Notion that was greatly corroborated
by the exceffive Gaiety with which the whole
was accompanied. We cannot here avoid re-
marking that this Conjecture would have been
better founded, had Sgphia lived ten Years in the
Air of Grofvenor-[quare, where young Ladies do
learn a wonderful Knack of rallying and playing
with that Paffion, which is a mighty ferious
Thing in Woods and Groves an hundred Miles
diftant from London.

To fay the Truth, in difcovering the Deceit
of others, it matters much that our own Art be
wound up, if I may ufe the Expreffion, in the
fame Key with theirs: For very artful Men
fometimes mifcarry by fancying others wifer, or
in other Words, greater Knaves than they really
are. As this Obfervation is pretty deep, 1 will
illuftrate it by the following fhort Story. Three
Countrymen were purfuing a Ailt/bire "Thief
through Brentford. The fimplef of them feeing
the /7iltfhire Houfe written under a Sign, advifed
his Companions to enter it, for there moft pro-
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bably they would find their Countryman. The
{econd, who was wifer, laughed at this Simpli-
city ; but the third, who was wifer flill, anfwered,
¢ Let us go in, however, for he may think we
¢ fhould not fufpect him of going amongft his
< own Countrymen.” They accordingly went
in and fearched the Houfe, and by that Means
mifled overtaking the Thief, who was, at that
Time, but alittle Way before them ; and who,
as they all knew, but had never once reflected,
could not read.

The Reader will pardon a Digreflion in which
{o invaluable. a Secret is communicated, fince
every Gamefter will agree how neceflary it is to
know exally the Play of another, in order ta
countermine him. This will, moreover, afford
a Reafon why the wifer Man, as is often {een, is
the Bubble of the weaker, and why many fim-
ple and innocent Charaéters are fo generally mif-
underftood and mifreprefented ; but whatis moft
material, this will account. for the Deceit which
Szphia put on her politic Aunt.

Dinner being ended, and the Company retired
into the Garden, Mr. ®¢ffern, who was tho-
roughly convinced of. the: Certainty of what his
Sifter had told him, took Mr. dllwerthy afide,
and very bluntly propofed a Match betwen So=
phia and young Mr. Blifil.

Mr. Allwerthy was not one of thofe Men,
whofe Hearts flutter at any unexpectedand {fudden
Tidings of worldly Profit. His Mind was, in-
deed, tempered with that Philofophy which be-
comes a Man and a Chriftian. He affected no
abfolute Superiority to all Pleafure and Pain, to
all Joy and Grief ; but was not at the fame time
to. be difcompofed and rufiled by every accidental
Blait;
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Blaft ; by every Smileor Frown of Fortune. He
received, therefore, Mr. 77¢flern’s Propofal with-
ocut any vifible Emotion, or without any Altera-
tionof Countenance. ~He faid, the Alliance was
fuch as he fincerely withed , then launched forth
into a very juft Encomium on the young Lady’s
Merit ; acknowledged the Offex to be advan-
tapeous in Point of Fortune ; and after thanking,
Mt Weftern for the good Opinion he had pro-
fefs’d of his Nephew, concluded, that if the
voung People liked each other, he fhould be very
defirous to complete the Affair.

TWeftern was a little difappointed at Mr. A//-
werthy’s Anfwer; which was not fo warmashe ex-
peQed. He treated the Doubt whether the young
People might like one another with great Con-
tempt 3 faying, ¢ That Parents were the beft
¢ Judges of proper Matches for their Children 3
that, for his Part, he thould infift on the moft
¢ refigned Obedience from his Daughter ; and if
¢ any young Fellow could refufe fuch a Bedfel-
¢ low, he was his humble Servant, and hoped
¢ there was no Harm done.”

Allwerthy endeavoured to foften this Refent-
ment by many Elogiums on Sgphia ; declaring,
he had no Doubt but that Mr. Blifil would very.
gladly receive the Offer ; but all was ineffectual,
be could obtain no other Anfwer from the Squire
but—=¢ I fay no more—I bumbly hope there’s na
¢ Harm done—that’s all.” Which Words he re-
peated at leaft a hundred Times before they
parted.

Altwerthy was. too well acquainted with his
Neighbour to be offended at this Behaviour ; and
tho” he was o averfe to the Rigour which fome
Parents exercife on their Children in the Article

Q".
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of Marriage, that he had refolved never to force
his Nephew’s Inclinations, he was neverthelefs
much pleafed with the Profpeét of this Union :
For the whole Country refounded the Praifes of
Sophia, and he had himfelf greatly admired the
uncommon Endowments of both her Mind and
Perfon. To which, I believe we may add, the
Confideration of her vaft Fortune, which, tho’
he was too fober to be intoxicated with it, he
was too fenfible to defpife.

And here, in Defiance of all the barking Cri-
tics in the World, T muft and will introduce a
Digrefiion concerning true Wifdom, of which
Mr. Allworthy was in Reality as great a Pattern
ashe was of Goodnefs.

True Wildom then, notwithftanding all
which Mr. Hogarth’s poor Poet may have writ
againft Riches, and in Spite of all which any
rich, well-fed Divine may have preached again{t
Pleafure, confifts not in the Contempt of either of
thefe. A Man may have as much Wifdom in the
Pofleflion of an afluent Fortune, as any Begpar
in the Streets; or may enjoy a handfome Wife or
a hearty Friend, and flill remain as wife as any
four Popifh Reclufe, who buries all his focial Fa-
culties, and ftarves his Belly while he well lathes
his Back.

To fay Truth, the wifeft Man is the likelieft
to poflefs all worldly Bleffings in an eminent De-
gree: For as that Moderation which Wifdom
prefcribes is the fureft Way to ufeful Wealth; fo
can it alone qualify us to tafte many Pleafures.
The wife Man gratifies every Appetite and every
Paflion, while the Fool facrifices all the reft to
pall and fatiate one,

It
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It may be objeéted, That very wife Men have
been notorioufly avaricious. I anfwer, Not wife
in that Inftance. It may likewife be faid, That the
wifeft Men have been, in their Youth, immode-
rately fond of Pleafure. Ianfwer, They were not
wife then.

Wifdom, in fhort, whofe Leflons have been
reprefented as fo hard to learn by thofe who ne-
ver were at her School, only teaches us to extend
a fimple Maxim univerfally known and followed
even in the loweft Life, a little farther than that
Life carries it. And this is not to buy at tco
dear a Price.

Now, whoever takes this Maxim abroad with
him into the grand Market of the World, and
conftantly applies it to Honours, to Riches, to
Pleafures, and to every other Commodity which
that Market affords, is, I will venture to affirm,
a wife Man; and muft be fo acknowledged in
the worldly Senfe of the Word: For he makes
the beft of Bargains ; fince in Reality he purchafes
every Thing at the Price only of a little Trou-
ble, and carries home all the good Things I have
mentioned, while he keeps his Health, his Inno-
cence, and his Reputation, the common Prices
which are paid for them by others, entire and to
himfelf.

From this Moderation, likewife, he learns
two other Leflons, which complete his Charac-
ter. Firft, never to beintoxicated when he hath
made the beft Bargain, nor dejefted when the
Market is empty, or when its Commodities are
too dear for his Purchafe.

But I muft remember on what Subject T am
writing, and not trefpafs too far on the Patience
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