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be drawn, and a Scene of a tender Kind, painted at a full Length.
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24 The History ¢f Book VI
€ H. A P.  VIL
A Piéture of formal Courtfbip in Miniature, as it

always sught to be drawn, and a Scene of a ten-
derer Kind, painted at full Length.

T was well remarked by one. (and perhaps by
M) that Misfortunes do not ceme ”lc.
hi,, wife Maxim was now verified by .3 phia,
‘;.'ho was net only difappointed of {Lung the
‘-un ihe loved ; but had the Vexation of being
ed to drefs herfelf out, in order to réceive a
'f.lzt from the Man fhe hated.
‘That Afternoon, Mr. 7Veftern, for the firlt
Time, acquainted h's Daughter with his Inten-
tion; telling her, he knew very well that fhe had

heard it before from her Aunt. S§gphia looked
very grave upon this, nor could fhe prevent a
few Pearls from ftealing into her Eyes. ¢ Come,
¢ come, fays /7ylern, © none of your Maidenifh
€ Airs; I know all 3 T aflure you, Sifter hath

to Th me

<

le,” fays Sophig, © that my Aunt
betrayed me already # ¢ Ay, ay,’ fays
¢ betrayed you! ay. Why, you be-
¢ 1wcd yourfelf Ycfterday at Dinner. You

ﬂ'r wed your Fancy very plainly, I think. But
¢ you young Girls never know what you would

. b(, it. - So you cry beeaufe I am going to marry

¥ : Man you are in Love with ' Your
£ .1’::un1bcr, w;umpcu:d and whined
. 1e Manner ; but it was all over
s

y-four x}oms after we were mar-
'w// is a brifk young Man, and will
 putan End to your bqummlﬂmcfa. Come,

¢ chear
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¢ chear up, chear up, I expe&t un every Mi-
¢ nute.’

Saphia was now convinced that her Aunt had
behaved honourably to her ; and fhe determined
to go through that difagreeable Afterncon with
as much Refolution as poliible, and without giv-
ing the leaft Sufpicion in the World to her Fa-
ther.

Mr. Blifil foon arrived ; and Wr. 77¢ffern foon
after withdrawing, left the young Couple toge-
ther.

Here a long Silence of near a Quarter of an
Hour enfued : For the Gentleman who was to
begin the Converfation had all that unbecoming
Modefty which confifts in Bathfulnefs. He often
attempted to fpeak, and as often fupprefled his
Words juft at the very Point of Utterance. At
laft out they broke in a T orrent of far-fetched
and high-ftrained Compliments, which were an-
fwered on her Side, by downcaft Looks, half
Bows and civil Monofyllables. BZf/ from Lis
Inexperience in the Ways of Women, and from
his Conceit of himfélf, took this Behaviour for a
modeft Affent to his Courtthip 3 and when to
thorten a Scene which fhe could no longer fup--
port, Sophia rofe up and left the Room, “he im-
puted that too, ercly to Balhfulnefs, and com-
forted h;mﬁ:‘f, that he t(hould foon lm.vc: enough
of her Company.

He was indeed perfedtly well fatisfied with his:
Profpect of Succefs : Foras to that entire and ab-
folute Pofleflion of the Heart of his Miftrefs,
which romantic Lovers require, the very Idea of
it never entered his Head. Her Fortune and her
Perfon were the fole Obje@s of his Wifhes, of
which he made do Doubt foon to obtain. the ab-

G folute:
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folute Property ; as Mr. #¢ffern’s Mind was fo

earncftly bent on the Match ; and as he well
knew the ftri& Obedience which Sophia was al-
ways ready to pay to her Father’s Will, and the
greater ftill which her Father would exa&, if
there was Occafion. This Authority, therefore,
together with the Charms which he fancied in his
own Perfon and Converfation, could not fail, he
thought, of fucceeding with a young Lady, Whofc
Tncfvn.atzons, were, ke doubted not, entirely dif-
engaged,

OF Fomes he certainly had not even the leaft
Jealoufy ; and I have often thought it wonderful
that he had not. Perhaps he imagined the Cha-
ralter which 71?! s bore all over the Country,
{how juftly let the Reader determine) of being
one of the wildeft Fellows in England, might
render him odious. to a Lady of the moft exem-~
plary Modefty. Perhaps his Sufpicions might be
laid afleep by the Behaviour of Sfpﬁ 2, and of
Janes himfelf, when they were all in Company
t eether. Lafily, and indeed principally, he was
well aflured there was not another Self in the
Cafe. He fancied that he knew Fones to the
Bottom, and had in reality a great Contempt for
his Underftanding, for not being more attached
to his own Intereft. He had no Apprehenfion
that Fones was in Love with Sophia ; and as for
any lucrative Motives, he imagined they would
fway very little with fo filly a Fellow.  Blfil,
moreover, thought the Affair of AMully Seagrim
{till went on, and indeed believed it wou]d end
in Marriage: For Fones really loved him from his
Childhood, and had kept no Secret from him,
till his Bebhaviour on the Sicknefs of Mr. Allwer-
thy had entirely alicnated his Heart ;5 and it was

by
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by Means of the Quarrel which had enfued on
this Occafion, and which was not yet reconciled,
that Mr. Blifil knew nothing of the Alteration
which had happened in the Affeétion which Fones
had formerly borne towards Aully.

From thefe Reafons, therefore, Mr. Blifil (aw
no Bar to his Succefs with Sephia. He concluded,
her Behaviour was like that of all other young
Ladies on a firft Vifit from a Lover, and it had
indeed entirely anfwered his Expectations.

Mr. 77¢flern took Care to way-lay the Lover
at his Exit from his Miftrefs. He found him fo
elevated with his Succef(s, fo enamoured with his
Daughter, and fo fatisfied with her Reception of
him, that the old Gentleman began to caper and
dance about his Hall, and by many other antic
Actions, to exprefs the Extravagance of his Joy :
For he had not the leaft Command over any of
his Paflions : and that which had at any Time
the Afcendant in his Mind, hurried him to the
wildeft Excefles.

As foon as Blifil was departed, which was not
till after many hearty Kifles and Embraces be-
frowed on him by ##e/tern, the good Squire went
inftantly in queft of his Daughter, whom he no
fooner found than he poured forth the moft extra-
vagant Raptures, bidding her chufe what Clothes
and Jewels the pleafed ; and declaring that he
had no other Ufe for Fortune but to make her
happy. He then carefled her again and again
with the utmcf Profufion of Fondnefs, called her
by the moft endearing Names, and protefted the
was his only Joy on Earth.

Ssphia perceiving her Father in this Fit of Af-
feCtion, which the did not abfolutely know the
Reafon of (for Fits of Fondnefs were not unufual

3 to
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to him; tho’ this was rather more violent than
ordinary) thouul t the fhould never have a better
(”npo;tumty of difclofing herfelf than at prefent
as far at leaft, asre mm;d Mr. Blifil; and fhe too
well forefaw the T \«TLCufﬁty which fhe {hould foon
be under of coming to a full Explanation. After
having thanked the Qqune, therefore for all his.
Profeffions of Kindnefs, the added, with a Look
full of inexpreflible Softnefs, ¢ And is it poflible
¢ my Papa can be fo ncud to p‘ ace all his Joy in
€ lns Saphy’s I—]‘lppme s 7 which #effern having
confirmed by a great Oath, and a Kif; :. the then
laid hold of his Hdnd and falling on her I\nccs,
after many warm and paflionate Dcclarauom of
Affeétion znd Duty, fhe begged him, ¢ not to
¢ make her the moft mifera bngrmtuu on Earth,
¢ by forcing her to marry a Man whom f{he de-
¢ tefted. ]hiS I entreat of you, dear Sir, faid
ihe, ¢ for your Sake, as well as my own, fince
¢ you are fo very kmu to tell me your Happinefs
¢ depends on mine.’ ¢ How ! what I’ fays
Weftern, ftaring wildly. ¢ O Sir,” continued {be,
¢ not only your poor 55phy’s Happinefs, her very
¢ Life, her Bciufr depends upon your granting
¢ her Requelt. T cannot live with Mr, Elifil,
¢ To force me into this Marriage, would be

¢ killing me.” ¢ You can’t live with Mr. Blifil I~

fays ¢ r/?_* 7. * Nos; upon my Soul T can’t,” an»
fwered Sephia. © Then die and be d—ned,’” cries
he, 1pum:n'f her from him. ¢ Ch! Sir,’ Cl‘i(‘
Sophia, catching hold of the Skirt of his Coat,
¢ take Pity on me, I befeech you. Don’t look,
¢ ‘and fay fuchcruel—Can you be unmoved while
¢ you fee your Ssphy in this dreadful Condition ?
Can the beft of Fathers break my Heart ! Will
he kill me by the moit painful, cruel, lingering
S }Jmh?’

T a
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/
¢ Death?” Pooh'! Pooh !” cries the Squire, all
Stuff and Nonfenfe, all maidenifh Tricks. Kill
youindeed | Will Marriage kill you ?’— ¢ Qh|
Sir,” anfwered Sophia, “fuch a Marriage is worfe
than:Death---He is not even indifferent, I hate
and: deteft him.’---* If you deteft un never fo
much;’ cries /#%/fern, © you {hiall ha’ un.” This
e bound by an Odth too {hocking to repeat, and
after many violent Afleverations, concluded in
thefe Words: ¢I am refolved upon the Match,,
¢ and unlels you confent to it, I will not give
¢ you a Groat, not a fingle Farthing ; no, tho’
¢ Ifaw you expiring with Famine in the Street,
¢ Iwould notrelieve you with a Morfelof Bread.
¢ Thisis my fixed Refolutiony and fo I leave you
¢ to confider on it.” He then broke from her
with fuch Violence, that her Face dafhed againfk
the Floor, and he burft diredtly out of the Room,
leaving poor §ephia proftrate un the Ground.

When Z7%lern came into the Hall, he there
found Fores; who feeing his Friend looking wild,
pale; and almoft breathlefs, could not forbear en-
quiring the Reafon of all thefe melancholy Ap-
pearances.  Upon which the Squire immediately
acquainted him with the whole Matter, conclud-
ing with bitter Denunciations againt! 85554, and
very pathetic Lamentations of the Mifery of all
Fathers who aré {o unfortunate to have Daugh-
ters.

Foness to whom all the Refolutions which had
been taken in Favour of BLifi/ were yet a Secret,
was at firft almoft firuck dead with this Relation s
but recovering his Spirits a little, mere Delpair,
as he afterwards (aid, infpired him to mention a
Matter to Mr, #7¢ftern, which fecmed to require
more Impudence than a human Forchead was

ever

T T T S WY

L




	Seite 34
	Seite 35
	Seite 36
	Seite 37
	Seite 38
	Seite 39

