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Ch.10." - 2 FOUNDEPNG, 49

Morning early to acquaint Mr. Allw:rthy,  His
Friend would have diffuaded him from this, from
the mere Motive of Gooed-nature 3 but his IDif-
fuafion had no other Effeét than to produce a
large Volley of Oaths and Curfes, which greatly
fhocked the pious Ears of Supple; but he did not
dare to remonftrate againft a Privilege, which
the Squire claimed as a free-born Englifhman. To
fay Truth, the Parfon fubmitted to pleafe his
Palate at the Squire’s Table, at the Expence of
fuffering now and then this Violence to his Ears.
He contented himfclf with thinking he did not
promote this evil Pradtice, and that the Squire
would not fwear an Oath the lefs, if he neveren-
tered within his Gates. However, tho’ he wus
not guilty of ill Manners by rebuking a Gentle-
man in his own Houfe, he paid him off obliquely
in the Pulpit; which had not, indeed, the good
Effect of working a Reformation in the Squire
himfelf; yet it {o far operated on his Confcience,
that he put the Laws very feverely in Execution
againtt others, and the Maciftrate was the only
Perfon in the Parith who could fwear with Im-
punity.

(Bia) 5 s RIS e
In which My, Weftern wifits Mr. Allworthy,

T}ﬂ jﬁ-"'R. Allworthy was now retired from Break-
1Y é faft with his Nephew, well fatisfied with
the Report of the young Gentleman’s fuccefsful
Vifit to Ssphia, (for he greatly defired the Match,
more on Account of the young Lady’s Charaéer
than of her Riches) when Mr. /#effern broke

Vouir. Il D abrupt-




50 The HisTory of . Book VI,
abruptly in upon them, and without any Cere-
mony began as follows.
¢ There, you have done a fine Piece of Work
truly. ' You have brought up your Baftard toa
fine Purpofe ; not that [ believe you have had
any Hand in it neither, thatis, as a Man may
fay, defignedly; but there is a fine Kettle of
Fifth made on’t up at our Houfe.” ¢ What can
be the Matter, Mr. 77eflern 2 faid Alhworihy.
O Matter enow of all Confcience; my Daugh-
ter hathfallenin Love with your Baftard, that’s
all; but I won’t ge her a Hapenny, not the
Twentieth Part of a Brafs Varden. I always
thought what would come o’ breeding up a
Baftard like a Gentleman, and letting @z come
about to Vok’s Houfes. Its well wor un I could
not get at un, I'd a licked un, I’d a fpoil’d his,
Caterwauling, I’d a taught the Son of a Whore
to meddle with Meat for his Mafter. He fhan’t
ever have a Morfel of Meat of mine, or a
Varden to buy it: If the will ha un, one
Smock fhall be her Portion. I’ll fooner ge my
Efleate to the zinking Fund, that it may be fent
to Hannover to corrupt our Nation with.” ¢ I
am heartily forry,” cries Allworthy. ¢ Pox o’
your Sorrow,’ fays FFeftern, & it will do me
Abundance of Good, when I have loft my only
Child, my poor Ssphy, that was the Joy of my
Heart, and all the Hope and Comfort of my
Age; but I am refolved I will turn her out
o’ Doors; the fhall beg and ftarve, and rot in
the Streets. Not one Hapenny, nota Hapenny
{hall the ever haz o> mine. The Son of a Bitch
was always good at finding a Hare fitting; an
be rotted to’n, I little thought what Pufs he was
¢ looking after ; butit fhall be the worft he ever
¢ wound
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¢ gound in his Life.  She fhall be no better than :
¢ Carrion; the Skin o’er is all he fhall bz, and
¢ zx you may tell zn.> ¢ I am in Amazement,’
cries Allwerthy, ¢ at what you tell me, after what
¢ pafled between my Nephew and the young
Lady no longer ago than Yefterday.’ < Yes,
Sir,” anfwered /#effern, © it was after what
pafled between )Oul Ncphcw and fhe that the
whole '\"ntcr came out. Mr, Blifil there wa

no fooner gone than the Son of a Whore came
lurching about the Houfe. Little did I thinlk,
when T'ufed to love him for a °~pm‘d’n an, that
he was all the while a pmcml,o after my
* Daughter’ ¢ Why, truly,” fays Allworthys
I could wifh you had not given him fo many
Orp\)rtumms with her; and you will do me
the Juflice to acknowledge, that I have always
been averfe to his ﬂd\m'r fo much at your
¢ Houfe, tho’ I own I had no Sufpicion nf this
Kind.” ¢ Why, Zounds!|® erics eflern,
who could have thought it? What the J)L\ il
had fhe to do wi'n? he did not come there
a coumng to her; he came there a huntmg
¢ withme.” ¢ But was it poffible,’ fays A/~
worthy, © that you fhould never difcern any
. uumptoms of Love between tmm, when you
¢ have feen them fo often together:’ ¢
¢ in my Life, asI hope to be faved,’ cries [ﬁ of-
tern. © I never fo much as zeed him kifs her in
¢ all my Life; and fo far from courti ng her, he
¢ ufed rather to be more filent when fhe was in
J (_ompany' than at any other Time: And asfor
¢ the Girl, fhe was .llwws lefs civil to’n than to
¢ any young Man that came to the Houle. As
¢ to'that | \’1..ttcr, I am not more eafy to be de-
¢ ceived than another ; I would not have vou
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52 7%e HisTory ¢f: Book VI.
¢ think I am, Necighbour.”  Ahwerthy could
fcarce refrain Laughter at this; but he refolved to
do a Violence tethimfelf: T'or he pcsfc&ly well
knew Mankind, and had too much good Breed=
ing and good Nature to uh:.d the QqulrL in his
prefent Circumftances, . He then afked 77 effern
what:he -'would have him do Lpun this Occafion.
"I'o which the other anfwered, ¢ T hat he would
« have him keep the Rafcal away from his Houfe,
¢ and that hc would go and lock up the Wench :
] or }}" '\ as lbililv(.u_ o i1l(1k(. l!(.r n'].ill) I\i].
© Biifil in Spite of her T'ecth”  He then thook
m/[l:y the Hand, and fwore he would have no
other Sen-in law..  Prefently after which he took
his Leave, faying, his Houfe was in fuch Difor-
der, that it was nccd.,r‘, inr him to muake hafte
home, to take care his Daughter did not oive him
the Slip ; and as for fones, he fwore, if he cau ght
him at his Houfe, he would qualify him:to run
for the Gelding’s Plate. 3
W hen A’/"-'(u-rflf{y and B/ifil were again left to-

cether, a long Silence erifued between them ;- all
\\liiLh Imu‘.A] the young Gentleman filled up
with ul(‘"hb) which procecded partly frem Difap-
pointment, but more from Hatred © For theSuc-
cefs of 1 s was much more ‘YIIL\(U‘ to him
than the Lefs of Saphia,

At lengih h,\ Undle asked him what he was
determined to do, and he anfwered in the follow-
¢ A oir, can it'be a Queftion
¢ what Step a Lover will take, when Reafon and
¢ Paflion point different Ways? 1 am afraid it
¢ is too certain be H.I, in that Dilemma, alwa AY'S
¢ follow the latter. Reafon ditates to me, to
it all T'houghts of a Woman who pluccs her
tions on another; my Paffion bids me

¢ hope

°
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¢ hope fhe may, in Time, change her Inclina-
tions in my Favour.. Here, however, I con-
ceive an- Obje@ion may be raifed, which, if it
* could notfully be anfwered, would totally deter
me from any further Purfuit. 1 mean the In-
Iuﬁ'icc of endeavouring to fupplant another, in
¢ 2 Heart, of which he feems already in Fof-
fefiion 3 but the determined Refolution of Mr.
S IWeftern thews, that in this Cafe I {hall, by fo
~ doing; promote the Happinefs of every Party 3
not only that of the Parent, who will thus be
preferved from the higheft Degree of Mifery,
but of both the others, who muit be undone
by this Match. The Lady, T am {ure, will be
undone in every Senfe: For; befides the Lofs
of moft Part of her own Fortune, fhe will be
not ‘only married to a Beggar, but the little
Fortune which her Father cannot with-hold
from her, will be fquandered on that Wench,
with whom T know he yet converfes---Nay,
thatis a Trifle: For I know him to be one of
¢ the worft Men in the World : For had my
dear Uncle known what I have hitherto endea-
voured to conceal, he muft have long fince
abandoned fo proflicate a Wretch.” ¢ How,’
faid Alhwortty, ¢ hath he done any Thing worle
¢ thanlalready know? Tell me, I befeech you.’
¢ No,’ replied Blfil, ¢ it is now paft, and per-
¢ haps he may have repented of it.” ¢ I com-
¢ mand you, on your Duty,’ faid Allwarthy, ¢ to
tell me what you mean.” ¢ You know, 8iry’
fays Blifil; ¢ I never difobeyed you; butIam
¢ forry I mentioned it, fince it may now lock
like Revenge, whereas, I thank Heaven, no
fuch ' Motive ever entered my Heart; and if
you oblige me to difcover it, | muft be his Pe-
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titioner to you for your Forgivenes.” ¢ Iwill
have no Conditions,” anfwered Alkweriby, <1
think I have thewn Tendernefs enough towards
him, and more perhaps than you ought to
thank me for.’ ¢ More, indeed, I fear than
he deferved,’ cries Blifil; ¢ forin the very Day
¢ of your utmoft Danger, when myfelf and all
¢ the Family were in Tears, he filled the Houfe
* with Riot and Debauchery. He drank and
fung and roared ; andwhen I gavehima gentle
Hint of the Indecency of his A&ions, he fell
* into a violent Paffion, {fwore many Qaths, called
¢ me Rafcal, and firuck me.” © How!’ cries
Aliworthy, © did he dare to flrike you?” ¢ I am
¢ fure,” cries Blifil, ¢ I have forgiven him that
long ago. I wifh I could fo eafily forget his
Ingratitude to the beft of Benefactors; and yet,
even that I hope you will forgive him, fince
he muft have certainly been poffefied withithe
Devil: For thatvery Evening, as Mr, Thawackum
and myfelf were taking the Air in the Fields,
and exulting in the good Symptoms which
then firft began to difcover themfelves, we un-
luckily faw him engaged with a Wench in a
Manner not fit to be mentioned. . Mr.
Thwackum, with more Boldnefsthan Prudence,
.advanced to rebuke him, when (Iam forry to
fay it) he fell upon the worthy Man, and beat
him fo outrageoufly, that I with he may have
yet recovered the Bruifes. Norwas I without
my Share of the Effeés of his Malice, while I
endeavoured to prote&t my Tutor ; But that I
have long forgiven ; nay, I prevailed with Mr,
Thwackum to forgive him too, and net to in-
form you of a Secret which I feared might be
fatal to him, And now, Sir, fince I have un-

¢ advifedly
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advifedly dropped a Hint of this Matter, and
your Commands have obliged me to difcover
the Whole, let meintercede with you for him.”
O Child,” faid Allwerthy, ¢ T know not whether
I fhould blame or applaud your Goodnefs, in
concealing fuch Villany a Moment : Butwhere
is Mr. Thwackum 2 Wot that I want any Con-
firmation of what you fay; but I will examine
all the Evidence of this Matter, to juftify to
the World the Example I am refolved to make
of fuch a Monfter.’

T hwackum was now fent for, and prefently ap-
peared. He corroborated every Circumftance
which the other had depofed 5 nay, he produced
the Record upon his Breaft,” where the Hand-
writing of Mr. Fanes remained very legible in
Black and Blue. He concluded withdeclaring to
Mr. Allwerthy, that he fhould have long fince in-
formed him of this Matter, had not Mr. Blif/,
by the moft earneft Interpofitions, prevented him.
¢ He is,” fays he, ¢ an excellent Youth; though
¢ fuch Forgivenefs of Enemies is carrying the
¢ Matter too far.’

In Reality, Blifil had taken fome Pains to
prevail with the Parfon, and to prevent the Difco-
very at that Time ; for which he had many Rea-
fons. He knew that the Minds of Men are apt
to be foftened and relaxed from their ufual Seve-
rity by Sicknefs, Befides, he imagined that if
the Story was told when the Fact was fo recent,
and the Phyfician about the Houfe, who might
have unravelled the real Truth, he fhould never
be able to give it the malicious Turn which he
intended. ~Again, he refolved to hoard up this
Bufinefs, till the Indifcretion of Fomes fhould af-
ford fome additional Complaints ; for he thought
D 4 the-
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