Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

The History Of Tom Jones, A Foundling

In Four Volumes

Fielding, Henry
London, 1750

Chap. II. Containing a Conversation which Mr. Jones had himself.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-884

Visual \\Llibrary



The History (of! - Book VIB

ool bl 6

Centaining a Gonverfation which Mr. Jones had
] with bimfelf. '

O NES received his Effe&s' from Mr. Al
o wenthy’s early in the Morning, with the fol-
lowing' Anfwer to his Letter.

SiR;

“. ¥ Amecommanded by my Uncle to acquaint
‘-‘I you, that:as he did' not proceed to thofe
¢.Meafures he had taken with you, - without the

¢ greateft Deliberation, and after the fulleft Evi-

¢ dence of your Unworthinefs, fo will it be al-

¢ ways: out of your Power to caufe the leaft Al-

¢ -teration in his Refolution. . He expreffes great
¢ Surprize at your, Prefumption ‘in faying, you
¢ have refigned all Pretenfions to a young Lady,
¢ o whom it is impoffible you fhould: ever ‘have
<
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had any,: her Birth: and Fortune having made )
her {o infinitely. your Superior. - Laftly, "I am
commanded to tell you, that the only Inftance
of your Compliance with my Uncle’s' Inclina: i
tions, ‘ which he requires, is, your immediately
quitting this Country. I cannot conclude this
without offering you my Advice, asa Chriftian;’
that- you would ferioufly : think of amending’
your Life:, That you may beaflifted with Grace
fo.to do, will be always the Prayer of

Your humble Sevvant, £
W.Buirrt.
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Ch. 2, +a FOUNDLING. 81

Many contending Paflions were raifed in our
Heroe’s Mind by this: Letter ; but the Tender
prevailed at lait over the Indignant and Irafl-
cible, and a Flood of Tears came feafonably ‘to
his Affiftance, and. poffibly prevented his Mii-
fortunes from either turning his Head, or burfting
his Heart. y

He grew, however, foon athamed of indulging
this Remedy ; and ftarting up, hecried, ¢ Well
then, I will give Mr. Alhoorthy the only In-
ftance he requires of my Obedience. I willgo

this. Moment—but whither ?—why let Fortune’
direct; fince there is no other who thinks it
of any Confequence what 'becomes of“this
wretched Perfon, it fhall be a Matter of ‘equal’
Indifference to' myfelf. Shall I alone regard
what no other? Ha! have I not Reafontc
think there is another ?#— One whofe Value 'is
above that of the whole World !.---I may, I
muil imagine my Sophia is not indifferent to
what becomes of me. Shalll then leave this
only Friend—And fuch a Friend ? Shall I not
ftay with her ?—Where ? How can I ftay with
her ? Have I any Hopes of ever fceing her,
tho’ fhe was as defirous as myfelf, without ex-
pofing her to the Wrath of her Father ? And
to what Purpofe ? Can I think of foliciting
_fuch a Creature to confent to her own Ruin ?
Shall I indulge any Paflion of mine at fuch @
Price ?- -Shall I lurk about this Country like a
T'hief, with fuch Intentions?---No, I difdain,
Ideteft the Thought. Farewel, Sophia; fare-
* wel maft lovely, moft beloved--->  Here Paf-’
fion ftopped his Mouth, and fcund a Vent at his;

Eyes.
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Book VI1,

And now, having takena Relolution to leave
the Country, he began to debate with himfelf
whither. he thould go. The Wrld, as Milten
phrafes ity Jay all before bim 5 and Fones, no more
thun 4 /am, had any Man to whom he might re-
fort for Comfort or Afliftance. All his Acquain-
tance were the Acquaintance of Mr., Allworthy,
and he hid no Reafon to expe&t any Countenance:
from them; as that Gentleman had withdrawn
k's Favour from him.  Men of great and good
Characters fhould indeed be very cautious how
they difcard their Dependents; for the Confe~
quence to the unhappy Sufferer is being difcarded:
by zll others.

What Coutfe of Life to purfue, or to: what
Bufinefs to apply Limfclf, wasa fecond Confides
ration; and here. the Profpet was all a melan+
choly Void. - Every Profeffion, andevery Trades.
required Length of Time, and what was worfe,
Money ;¢ for Matters are {o. conftituted, that
¢ Nothing out of Nothing’ is not a truer Maxim:
in. Pliyfics than in Politics 3 and every Man who
is greatly deflitute of Money, ‘is on. that:Account
entifely excluded from 2ll Means of acquiripg

Y

Tte HisTory of

At laft the Ocean, that hofpitable Friend to
the Wretched, opened her capacious Arms to re~
ceive him 3 and he inflantly . refolved to accept
her kind Invitation. To exprefs myfelf lefs figu=<
ratively, ‘he determined to go to Sea.

This Thought indecd no fooner fuggefted it-
felf, ‘than he eagerly embraced it’; and having
prefently hired Horfes, he fet out for Briffol tos
put iv inExecutiony '

But
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