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CH AP 1V.

A Pifture of a Country Gentlewontan ‘taken from
the Life.

R. 7¢ftern having finifhed his Holla, and
taken a little Breath; began tolament, in
very pathetic ‘Terms, theunfortunate Condition
of Men, who are, fays he; always whipt in by
the Humours of fome d—nd _B----or other. I
think I was hard rurn enough by your Mother
for one Man; but after giving her a Dodgé,
here’s another B——follows me upon the Fels;
but curfe my. Jacket if I will be run down in this
Manner by any o’un
Ssphia never had a fingle Difpute with her Fa-
ther, till this unlucky Affair of Blifil, on any
' Account; except in Defence of her Mother,
whom fhe had loved moft tenderly, though fhe
loft her in the eleventh Year of her Age. The
Squire, to whom that poor Woman had been a
faithful upper Servant all the Time of their Mar-
riage, bad returned that Bebaviour, by making
what the World callsa good Hufband, = He very
feldom fwore at her (perhaps not above oncea
Week) and never beat her : She had not the leaft
Occafion for Jealoufy. and was perfe€t Miftrefs
of her Time; for fhe was never interrupted by
her Hufband, who was engaged all the Morning
in his Field Exercifes, and all the Evening with
Bottle Conpanions. She fcarce indeed ever faw
him but at Meals ; where the had the Pleafure of
carving thofe Difhes which fhe had before at-
tended at the Drefling. From thefe Meals the
retired about five Minutes after the other Servants,
having
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having enly ftayed to drink the King over the
Weater. Such ‘were, it feems, Mr. Wefiern’s
Orders : For it was 2 Maxim with him, that
Women fhould come in with the firft Difh, and
go outafter the firftGlafs.  Obedience to thefe
Orders’ was perhaps no difficult Tafk : For the
Converfation (if it may be called fo) was feldom
fuch as could enterrain a Lady. = Tt confifted
chiefly  of Hallowing, Singing, Relations of
dporting Adventures, B—d—y, and Abufe of
Women and of the Government.

Thefe, however, were the only Seafons when
Mr. J#%/ern faw his Wife : For when he repaired
to her Bed, he was generally fo drunk that he
could not fee;; and in the fporting Seafon he al-
ways rofe from her before it was light. * Thus
was fhe perfeét Miftrefs of her Time; and had
‘befides a Coach and four ufually ‘at her Com-
mand ; tho’ unhappily indeed the Badnefs of the
Neighbourhood, and of the Roads, made this of
little Ufe: For none who had fet much Value
on their Necks would have pafled through the
one, or who had fet any Value on their Hours,
would have vifited the other. Now to deal ho-
neftly with the Reader, fhe did not make all the
Return expected to fo much Indulgence: For fhe
had been married againft her Will, by a fond
Father, the M.tch having been rather advan-
tageous on her Side : For the Squire’s Eftate was
upwards of 3000/ a Year, and her Fortune no
more than a bare 8000/, Hence perhaps fhe had
contracted a little: Gloominefs of Temper : For’
the was rather a good Servant than a good Wife;
nor bad fhe always the Gratitude to return the
extraordinary Degree of roaring Mirth, with
which the Squire received her, even with 2 good

humoured




Ch. 4. a FOUNDLING. 93"

humoured:Smile..  She would, moreover, fome=
times interiere with Matters which did not con=
cern her, , as the violent Drinking of her Hufband,
which in the gentleft T'erms {he would take fome
of the few Opportunities he gave her of remon-
firating againft. . And once in her Life the very:
earneftly entreated him to carry her for, two.
Months to Londsn, which he peremptorily de-
nied ; nay, was angry with his Wife for the Re-
queft ever after, being well aflured, that all the
Hufbands in London are Cuckolds.

For this laft, and many. other good Reafons,
Feflern at length heartily bated his Wife; and
as: he never concealed this. Hatred before her
Death, fo he never forgot, it afterwards ; but
when any Thing in the leaft foured him, as a
bad fcenting Day, or a Diftemper among his
Hounds, orany other fuch Misfortune, he con-
ftantly vented his Spleen by Invectives againft the
Deceafed 5 faying,—¢ If my Wife wasalive nows
¢ the:would be glad of this.’ ;

{Thefe Inveclives he was efpecially defirous of.
throwing forth before Sgphia : For as he loved
her more than he did any other, f{o he was really
jealous that {he had loved her Mother better than
him. And this Jealoufy Sophia feldom failed of
heightening on thefe Occafions : For he was not
contented with violating her Ears with the Abufe
of her Mother ;. but endeavoured to force an ex-
plicit Approbation of all this Abufe, with which
Defire he never could prevail upon her by any
Promife or Threats to comply.

Hence fome of my Readers will, perhaps; won-
der that the Squire had not hated Sgphia as much
as he had hated . her Mother ; butl muft inform
them, that Hatred is not the Effet of Love, even
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