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a8 ghe History of  Book VII.

inwardly, from thofe Cafes with which it agreed
in external Symptoms, [ will not affert; but, in
Faét, the good Waiting-woman did more Harm
than Good, and at laft fo incenfed her Miftrefs
(which was no cafy Matter) that with ‘an angry

“Voice fhé difmifled her fromher Prefence.

CEEEANE VIS
Ceontaining great Variety of Matter.

HE: Squirc overtook this Sifter juft as fhe
was {tepping into the Coach, and partly by

“Fuorce and partly by Solicitations, prevailed upon

hertororder her Horfes back into their Quarters.
He fucceeded in this Attempt without much Dif=
ficulty : For the Lady was, as we have already
hintedy of a moft placable Difpofition, and
greatly loved ‘her Brother, tho” the defpifed his
Parts, or rather his little Knowledge of the
World.

Poor Sephia, who had firft fet on Foot this
Reconciliation, was now made the Sacrifice to it.
They both concurred in their Cenfures on her
Conduét; jointly declared War againft her; and
direétly procecded to Counfel, how to carry it
onin the moft vigorous Manner. - For this Pur-
pofey Mrs. #%ftern propofed not only an imme-
diate Conclufion of the Treaty with Allwerthy ;
but as immediately to carry it into Execution';
faying, ¢ That there was no other Way to fuc-
¢ ‘ceed with her Niece but by viclent Methods,
¢ which fhe was convinced Sgphia had not fuffi-
<.cient Refolution to refift. By wviolent,” fays
fhe, ¢ I mean rather, hafty Meafures: For asto
¢ Confinement orabfolute Force, no fuch Things

3 ¢ muit




Ch. 6. 2 FOUNDLING. 99

¢ muift orcan be attempted. Our Plan muft be
¢ concerted for a Surprize, and not for a Storm.’

Thefe Matters were refolved on, when Mr.
Blifil came to pay a Vifit to his Miftrefs. The
Squire no fooner heard of his Arrival, than he
ftept afide, by his Sifter’s Advice, to give his
Daughter Orders for the proper Reception of her
Lover ; which he did with the moft bitter Exe-
crations and Denunciations of Judgment on her
Refufal.

The Impetuofity of the Squire bore down all
before him ; and Ssphia, as her Aunt very wifcly
forefaw, was not able to refift him. - She agreed,
therefore, to fee Blifil, tho’ (he had fcarce Spirits
or-Strength fufficient to utter her Aflent.. Indeed,
to give a peremptory Denial to a Father whom
fhe fo tenderly loved, was no eafy Tafk. . Had
this Circumftance been out of the' Cafe, much
lefs Refolution than what the was really Miftrefs
of, would, perhaps, have ferved her; but it is
no unufual T'hing to afcribe thofc Ations edtirely
to Fear, which are in a great Meafure produced
b}’ LU\’C.

In Purfuance, therefore, of her Father's pe-
remptory Command, Ssphia now admitted Mr,
Blifil's Vifit. Scenes, like this, when painted
atlarge, afford, as we have obferved, very little
Entertainment to the Reader. Here, therefore,
we fhall ftricly adhere to a Rule of Horace ; by
which Writers are direGed to pafs over all thofe
Matters, whicl they defpair of placing in a fhin-
ing Light. A Rule, we conceive, of excellent
Ufe as well to the Hiftorian as to the Poet ; and
which, if followed, muft, at lealt, have this
good Effett, thatmany a great Evil (for fo all

Fo great




100 The History of - Book VIL

great Books are called) would thus be reduced to
a {mall one.

It is poflible the great Art ufed by Bl//fi/at this
Interview would have prevailed on Ssphia to
have made another Man in his Circumftances her
Confident, and to haverevealed the whole Secret
of her Heart to him; but fhe had contraéted fo
ill an Opinion of this young Gentleman, that fhe
was refolved to place no Confidence in him : For
Simplicity, when fet on its Guard, is often a
Match for Cunning. Her Behaviour to him,
therefore, was entirely forced, and indeed fuch
as is generally prefcribed to Virgins upon the fe-
cond formal Vifit from one who is appointed for
their Hufband.

But tho® Blifil declared himfelf to the Squire
perfetly fatisfied with his Reception; yet that
Gentleman, who in Company with his Sifter had
overheard all, was not fo well pleafed. He re-.
folved, in Purfuance of the Advice of the fage
Lady, to pufh Matters as forward as poflible ; and
addreffing himfelf to his intended Son-in-Law in
the hunting Phrafe, he cry’d after a loud Holla,
¢ Follow her, Boy, follow her; runin, runin,
¢ that’sit, Honeys. Dead, dead, dead.—Never
& be bafhful, nor ftand fhall I, fhall T ? — A wer-
¢ thy and Ican finifh all Matters between us this
¢ Afternoon, and let us ha’ the Wedding To-
¢ morrow.’ _

Blifil having conveyed the utmoft Satisfaction
into his Countenance, anfwered; ¢ As there is
< nothing, Sir, in this World, whichIfo ea-
¢ gerly defire as an Alliance with your Family,
¢ except my Union with the moft amiable and
< deferving Sophia, you may eafily imagine how
< impatient I muft be to fee myfelf in Pofleflion
; of
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of my two higheft Wifhes. If I have not
therefore importuned you on this Head, you
will impute it only to my Fear of offending
the Lady, by endeavouring to hurry on fo blef-
fed an Event, fafter than a firi& Compliance
with all the Rules of Decency .and Decorum
will permit. Butif by your Intereft, Sir, fhe
might be induced to difpenfe with any Forma-
lities'—

¢ Formalities | 'with a Pox !’ anfwered the
Squire, ¢ Pooh, all Stuff and Nonfenfe. I tell
¢ thee, fhe fhallha’ thee To-Morrow ; you will
know the World better hereafter, when you
come to my Age. Women never gi’ their
Confent, Man, if they can help it, ’tis not
the Fathion, If I had ftaid for her Mother’s
Confent, I might have been a Batchelor to this
Day. To her, to her, co to her, that’s it,
you jolly Dog. 1 tell thee fhat ha’ her To-
morrow Morning.’

Blifil {uffered himfelf to be overpowered by the
forcible Rhetoric of the Squire; and it being
agreed that //¢flern thould clofe with Allworthy
that very Afternoon, the Lover departed home,
having firlt earneftly begged that no Violence
might be offered to'the Lady by this Hafte, in
the fame Manner as a Popifh Tnquifitor begs the
Lay Power to do no Violence to the Heretic, de-
livered over toit, and againft whom the Church
hath paffed Sentence.

And to fay the Truth, Blifil had paffed Sen-
tence againft Ssphia ; for however pleafed he had
declared himfelf to Weflern, with his Reception,
he was by no means fatisfied, unlefs it was that
he was convinced of the Hatred and Scorn of his
Miftrefs ; and this had produced no lefs recipro-
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1012 The History of " Book VIL;
cal Hatred and Scorn in' him. Tt may, perhaps,
be afked, Why then did he not putan immediate
Tnd foall further (nrzrm‘lp ? T anf{wer, forthat
very Reafon, as wellas for {everal others equally
good; which we fhall now proceed to open to the
]“-..: ler.
I"bo’” M, Blifil was not of the COI’OP]L}\IOI’I of
Fou ¢, nor re ady to eat every Woman he faw;
yet he was far from being deftitute of that Ap-
;‘;Luke which is faid to be the- common Property
f all Animals, With this, he had likewile that
diftinguithing Tafte, which ferves to. diredt Men
in their Choice of the Objeét, or Food of their
feveral Appetites ; and this t.mg_ht him to confi-
der Saphia as a moft delicious Morfel, indeed to
J(,%’ri her with the fame Defires which an Orto-
lan infpires into the Soul of an Epicure. Now
the "Agonics which affected the Mind of Sophia
rather aug.ncnted than impaired her Beauty ; for
her Tears added Brightnefs to her Eyes, and her
Breafts rofe higher with her Sighs. Indeed no
one hath feen Beauty in its higheft Luftre, who
hath never feen it in Diftrefs.  Blifil therefore
locked on this human Ortolan with greater De-
fire than when he viewed her laft; nor was
his Defire at all leflened by the 'Averfion which
he difcovered in her to himfelf, On the: con-
trary, thisferved rather to heighten the Pleafure
he propofed .in rifling her Charms, as it added
Triumph to Luft: nay, he had fome further
Views, from obtaining the abfolute Pofleflion of
her Perfon, which we deteft too much even, to
mention 3 and Revenge itfelf was not| without

‘its Shiare in the Gratifications which he promifed

himfelf. ‘The rivalling poor Fomes, and fup-
planting him in her Affections, added another
Spur
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Spur to his Purfuit, and promifed another addi®
tional Rapture to his Enjoyment.

Befides all thefe Views, which to fome ferupu-
lous Perfons may feem to favour too much of
Malevolence, he had one Profpect, which few
Readers will regard with any great Abhorrence.
And this was the Eftate of Mr. / yu 3. which
was all to be fettled on his Daughter and het
Iffue 3 for {o extravagant was the Affection of
that fond Parent, that provided his Child would
but confent to be miferable with the Hu ¢
chofe, he cared not at what Price he purchaled
him,

For thefe Reafons Mr. Bifil wes fo defirou
of the Match, that he intended to deceive Sa-
phia, by pretending Love to her 3 and to deceive
her Father and his own Uncle, by pretending he
was beloved by her.  In doing this, he availd
himfelf of the Piety of Thwackum, who held;
that if the End propaofed was religious (as furely
Matrimony is) it mattered not how wicked were
the Means. © As, to other Occafions he ufed' to
apply the Philofophy of Sgrare, which taught,
that the End was immaterial, fo that the Means
were fair and confiftent with moral Reétitude.
To fay Truth, there were few Occurrences in
Lifc on which he could not draw Advantage
from the Preceptsof one or other of thofe great
Matfters,

Little Deceit was indeed neceflary to be prac-
tifed on Mr. Feffern; who thought the Inclina-
tions of his Daughter of as little Confequence, as
Blifil himfelf conceived them to be; but as the
Sentiments of Mr. fl/worthy were of a very dif-
ferent Kind, fo it was abfolutely neceffary to
impofe on him. In this, however, Biifil was fo

Fi : well
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well aflifted by 77%/fern, that he fucceeded with~
out Difficulty : For as Mr. Allwsrthy had been
allured "by her Father, that Saphia hada preper
Affe&tion for Biifil, and that all which He had
fufpe@ed concerning Fonzs, was entircly falfe,
Blifil bad nothing more to do, than to confirm
thefe Affertions ; which he did w.th fuch Equi-
vocations, that he preferved a Salvo for his: Con-
dcience; and had the Satisfalion of conveying a
Lie to his Uncle, without the Guilt cf telling
one.  When he was examined touching the In-
clinations of Sophia, by Alhwerthy, who faid,
¢ he would, on no Account, be acceflary to
forcing a young Lady into a Marriage contrary
to her own Will,” heanfwered, ¢ That the reak
Sentiments of young Ladies were very difficult
to be underftood ; that her Behaviour to him
was full asforward as he wifthed it, and that if
he could believe her Father, fhe had all the Af-
fection for him which any Lover could defire,
As for Fones,” faid he, ¢ whom I am loth to
call Villain, tho” his Behaviour to you, Sir,
fufficiently juftifies the Appellation, his own
Vanity, or perhaps fome wicked Views, might
make him boaft of a Falthood ; for if there had
been any reality in Mifs Z%/ern’s Love to him,
the Greatnefs of her Fortune would never have
fuftered him to defert her, as you are well in-
formed he hath. Laftly, Sir, I promife youl
would not myfelf, for any Confideration, no
not for the whole World, confent to marry
this young Lady, if I was not perfuaded the
had all the Paflion for me which I defire fhe
fhould have.’ ;

This excelient Method of conveying a Falf-
hood with the Heart only, without making the
Fongue

MA N A AN

& R A AR A A A A A AR N AR




Ch. 6. FOUNDLING. 105

T ongue guilty of an Untruth, by the Means of
Equivocation and Impofture, hath quieted the
Confcience of many a notable Deceiver ; and
yet when we confider that it is Omnifcience on
which thefe endeavour to impofe,, it may poflibly
feem capable of affording only a very fuperficial
Comfort ; and that this artful and refined Di-
ftin¢tion between communicating a Lie, and
telling one, is hardly worth the Pains it cofts
them.

Altworthy was pretty well fatisfied with what
Mzr. 77eftern and Mr. Blifil told him 3 and the
T'reaty was now, at the End of two Days, con-
cluded. Nothing then remained previous to the
Office of the Prieft, but the Office of the Law-
yers, which threatned to take-up {fo much Time,
that 77zftern offered to bind himfelf by all Man-
ner of Covenants, rather than defer the Hap-
pinefs of the young Couple. Indeed he was fo
very earneft and prefling, thatan indifferent Per~
fon might have concluded he was more a Princi-
pal in this Match than he really was: But this.
Eagernefs was natural to him on all Occafions 3
and he condutted every Scheme he undertook in:
fuch a Manner, as if the Succefs of that alone
was fufficient to conflitute the whole Happinefs of
his Life.

The joint Tmportunities of both Father and
Son-in-law would probably have prevailed om
Mr: Allwsorthy, who brooked but ill any Delay of
giving Happinefs to others, had not Ssphia herfelf
prevented it, and taken Meafures to put a final
End to the whole Treaty, and to rob ‘both
Churchand Law of thofe Taxes which thefe wife
Bodies have thought proper to receive from the
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