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112 The HisTory of = Book VII.

Purpofe, when fhe found her pofitivelv deter-
mined, at laft ftarted the following Expedient to
remove her Clothes, viz. to get heifelf turned
out of Doors that very Evening. ' Ssphia highly
approved this Method, butdoubted how it might
be brought about, * “Oh ! Ma’am,’ cries Homnbur,,
¢ your La’thip may truft that to me; we Ser-
vants very well know how to obtain this Fa-
vour of our Mafters and Miftrefles; tho’ fome
times indeed, where they owe us more Wages
than' they can readily pay, they will put up
with all our Affronts, and will hardly take any
Warning we can give them ; but the Squire is
£ none of thofe; and fince your La’thip is re-
¢ folved upon fetting out To-night, I warrant I
¢ get difcharged this Afternoon.” It was then
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‘refolved that fthe fhould pack up fome Linen,

and a Night-gzown for Sphic, with her own
Things ;. and as for all her other Clothes, the
young Lady abandoned them with no more Re-
morfe than the Sailor feels when he throws over
the Goods of others, in order to fave his own
Life.
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Containing Scenes of Altercation, of no wery un-
common Kind,

RS. Honour had fcarce fooner parted from:
M her young Lady, than fomething (for I
would not, like the old Woman in Quiveds, in-
jure the Devil by any falfe Accufation, and poffi-
bly he mizht have no Hand in it) but fomething,
Ifay, fuggefted itfelf to her, that by facrificing
Ssphia and all her Secrets to Mr, /Weftern, fhe
mighk




fhe came of Age ; yet thele were diftant Days,
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might probably make her Fortune. Many Confi=
derations urged this Difcovery. The fair Profpe&
of a handfome Reward for fo great and acceptable
a Service to the Squire, tempted her Avarice; and
again, the Danger of the Enterprize fhe thad un-
dertaken; the Uncertainty of its: Stccefs ; Nights
Cold, Robbers, Ravifhers, all alarmed her Fears.
So forcibly did all thefe operate upon her; that
fhe was almoft determined to go direétly to the
Squire, and to lay open the whole Affair. ' She
was, however, toouprighta Judge to.decree on
one Side, before the had:heard the other.  And
here, finft, a Journey to Lendon appeared very
ftrongly in Supportof Siphia. - She eagerly longed
to fee a Place in which fhe fancied Charms fhort
only of thofe which a raptured Saint imagines in
Heaven: In the nex: Place, as the knew Ssphia
to.have much more Generofity than her Mafter 3
forhemiFidelity promifed her a greater Reward
tharighe could gain' by ‘Treachery. She ! then
crofs-examined all the Articles which had raifed
her Fears on the other Side, and found, on fairly
fifting the Matter, ‘that there was very little in
them. And now both Scales being reduced toa
pretty even Balance, her Love to her Miftrefs
being thrown into the Scale of her Integrity,
made that rather preponderate, ‘when a Circum=
ftance ftruck upon her Imagination, which might
have had a dangerous Effeé, had its whole
Weight been fairly put into the other Scale.
This was the Length of Time which muft inter=
vene, before Ssphia would be able to fulfil her
Promifes ; for tho’ fhe was intitled to her Mo=
ther’s Fortune, at the Death of her Father, and
to the Sum of 13000 /. left her by an Uncle when;

and
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and many Accidents might prevent the intended
Generofity of the young Lady; whereas the Re-
wards the might expe& from Mr., #//fern, were
immediate,,  But while fhe was purfuing this
Thought, the good Genius of Ssphia, or that
which prefided over the Integrity of Mrs. Ho-
noury or perhaps mere Chance, fent an Accident
in her Way, which at once preferved her Fide-
lity, and even facilitated the intended Bufinefs.

Mrs. Weftern’s Maid claimed great Superiority
over Mrs. Honour, on feveral Accounts,  Firft,
her Birth was: higher: For her great Grand-
mother by the Mother’s Side was a Coufin, not
far removed, to an Jrifb Peer.; Sccondly, her
Wages were greater. And laftly, fhe had been
at Londen, and had of Confequence feen more of
the World, She had always behaved, therefore,
to Mrs. Enour with that Referve, and had als
ways exacted of her thofe Marks of Diftinétjon,
which every. Order of Females prefervesdng re-
quires in Converfation with thofe of .an inferior
Order. Now as Honour did not at all Times
agree with this Doétrine, but would frequently
break in upon the Refpe& which the other de-
manded, Mrs. #¢flern’s Maid was. not at all
pleafed with her Company :  Indeed, the earneftly
longed to return home to the Houfe of her Mifs
trefs, where the domineered at Will over, all the
other Servants. - She had been greatly, therefore,
difappointed in the Morning when Mrs. 7#%/era
had changed her Mind on the very Point of De-
parture, and had been in what is vulgarly called,
a glouting. Humour ever fince. :

In. this Humour, which was none of the
fweetelt, fhe came into the Room where FHonour
was debating with herfelf, in the Manncrhwe
i ave
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have above related,  Henour no fooner {aw her,
than fhe addrefled her in the following obliging
Phrafe.' ¢ Soh! Madam, Ifind'we are to-have
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the Pleafure of your Company longer, -which I
was afraid the Quarrel between my Mafter
and your Lady would, have, robbed usof.?
I don’t know, Madam,’ an{wered the others
who you mean by Weand Us. - I aflure you ¥
do not look on any of the Servants in this
Houfe to be proper Company for me. I am
Company, I hope, for their Betters every Day
in the Week. I donot {peak onyour Account
Mrs. Honour 5 for you are a civilizéd young
Woman ; and when you have feen a little more
of the World, I fhould not be athamed to walk
with you in 8t Fames’s Park., ¢ Hoity !

 toity " cries Honour, ¢ Madam is in her Airs,

Iproteft. Mrs. Fonour, forfooth ! fure, Ma-
dam, you might call me by my Sir-name; for
tho' my Lady calis me Honoury 1 have a Sir-
name as well as other Folks. Afhamed to walk
with me, quotha | Marry, as good as yourfelf,
I hope.” ¢ Since you make fuch a Return to
my Civility,” faid the other, ¢ 1 muft acquaint
you, Mrs. Honour, that you are not fo good as
me. In the Country indeed one is obliged to
take up with all kind of Trumpery ; butin
Town [ vifit none but the Women of Women
of Quality. Indeed, Mrs. Honour, there is
fome Difference, 1hope, between you and me.’
I bope fo too,” anfwered Honour, © there is
fome Difference in our Ages, and—I think in
our Perfons.” Upon fpeaking which laft Words,

the ftrutted by Mrs. /7%z/fern’s Maid with the moft
provoking Air of Contempt; turning up her

Nofe, toffing her Head, and violently brufhing
. the
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the Hoop of her Competitor with her own, The
other Lady put on one of her moft malicious
Sneers, and faid, ¢ Creature ! you are below my
¢ Anger ; and it is beneath me to give ill Words
to fuch an audacious faucy T'rollop ; but; Hufly,
I mufttell you, your Breeding thews the Mean-
nefs of your Birth as well as of your Educa-
tion ; and both very properly qualify you tobe
the mean ferving Woman of a Country Girl.”
Don’t abufe my Lady,” cries Honour, ¢ T won't
take that of you; fhe’s as much - better than
yours as fheis younger, and ten thoufand T imes
more handfomer.”
Here ill Luck, or rather zood Luck, fent Mrs.
Weftern to fee her Maid in Tears, which began
to flow plentifully at her Approach ; and of which
being afked the Reafon by her Miftrefs, fhe pre-
fentlv acquainted her,: that her Tears were acca=
fioned by the rude Treatment of ‘that Creature
there, meaning - Honour. < And, Madam, con-
tinued fhe, © I could have defpifed all fhe faid ta
¢ 'me ; but fhethath had the Audacity to affront
g Yes,
Madam, fhe called youugly old Cat, to my
¢ Face. ' I could not bear to hear your Ladyfhip
¢ called ugly 2 & Wiy do you repeat her Tmpu-
* dence fooften?! faid Mis, #offern. ~ And then
turning to Mrs. Honour, fhe afked her, "¢ how
§ the had the Affurance to mention her Name
¢ with Difrefpe@?? « Difrefpeé, Madam 1?
anfwered FHonour, ¢ I never mentioned your Name
¢ atall'; Ifaid fomebody was not as handfome s
¢ my Miftrefs, and to'be fure you kinow that as
e well as'T.% Fe Hully,’ replied the Lady, '« T will
% make fucha faucy Trollop as yourfelf, know
; ¢ that
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: your Ladythip, and 'te call you tgly
<
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¢ that Tam not a proper Subjet of your Dif-
¢ courfe. Andifmy Brother doth not difcharge
you this Moment, I will never fleep in his
Houfe again. I will find him cut and have
you difcharged this Moment.” ¢ Difcharged I’
crics Honour, ¢ and fuppofe I am; there are
 more Places in the World than one.  Thank
¢ Heaven, good Servants need not want Places ;
¢ and if you turn away all who do not think you
¢ handfome, you will want Servants very foon 3
¢ let me tell you that.’

Mrs. J#¢ffern fpoke, or rather thundered, in
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Anfwer; but as the was hardly articulate, we _

cannot be very certain of the identical Words :
We fhall, therefore, omit inferting a Speech,
which, at beft, would not greafly redound to her
Honour. She then departed in Search of her

Brother, with a Countenance fo full of Rage, -

that fhe refembled one of the Furies rather than
2 human Creature.

The two Chambermaids being again left alone,
began a fecond Bout at Altercation, which foon
produced a Combat of a more adive Kind. In
this the Victory belonged to the Lady of inferior
Rank, but not without fome Lofs of Blood, of
Hair, and of Lawn and Muflin,
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