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C.H A P. . IX.

The wife Demeansur of Mr. Weltern in the
Charafler of a Magifirate. = A Hint ta Fuflices
of Peace, concerning the neceflary Qualifications
of a Clerk 5 with extramdinary Inflances of pas
ternal Madnefs, and filial dffection.'

Ogicians fometimes prove too much by an
Argument, and Politicians often over-reach
themfelves in a Scheme. Thus had it like to
have happenéd to Mrs. Honour, who inftead of
recovering the reft of her Clothes, had like to
have ftopped even thofe {he had on her Back from
efcaping: For the Squire no fooner heard of her
having abufed his Sifter, ‘than he {wore twenty
QOaths he would fend her to Bridewell.

Mrs, /7eftern was a very good-natured Wo-
man, and ordinarily of a forgiving Temper.. She
had lately remitted the Trefpafs of a Stage-coachs
man, who had overturned her Poft-chaife into a -
Ditch 5 nay, fhe had even broken the Law in re-
fuling to profecute a Highwayman who had
robbed her, not only of a Sum of Money, butof
her Ear-rings; dt the fame Time d—ning her,
and faying, ¢ fuch handfome B—s as you, don’t
¢ want Jewels to fet them off, and be d—ned to
¢ you.” But now, fo uncertain are our Tempers,
and fo much do we at different Times differ from
ourfelves, fhe would hear of no Mitigation ; nor
could all the affefted Penitence of Flonour, nor all
the Entreaties of Sophia for her own Servant,
prevail with her to defift from earneftly defiring
her Brother to execute Jufticefhip (for it was

indeed
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indeed a Syllable more than Juftice) on the
Wench.

But luckily the Clerk had a Qualification,
which no Clerk to a Juftice of Peace ought ever
to be without, namely, fome Underftanding in
the Tuaw of this Realm. * He therefore whifpered
in the Ear of the Juftice, that he would exceed
his Authority by committing the Girl to Bride~
well, as there had been no Attempt to break the
Peace; ¢ for I am afraid, Sir,’ fays he, ¢ you
¢ cannot legally commit any one to Bridewel]
¢ only for Ill-breeding.’

In Matters of high Importance, particularly
in Cafes relating to the Game, the Juftice was
notalways attentive to thefe Admonitions of his
Clerk : For, indeed, in executing the Laws un-
der that Head, many Juftices of Peace fuppofe
they have a large difcretionary Power. By Vir-
tue of which, under the Notion of fearching
for, and taking away Engines for the Deftruction
of the Game, they often commit Trefpaffes, and
fometimes Felony at their Pleafure.

But this Offence was not of quite fo high a
Nature, nor fo dangerous to the Society. Here,
therefore, the Juftice behaved with fome Atten-
tion to the Advice of his Clerk: For, inFaét,
he had already had two Informations exhibited
againft him in the King’s-Bench, and had no
Curiofity to'try a third.

The Squire, therefore, putting on a moft wife
and fignificant Countenance, after a Preface of
feveral Hum’s and Ha’s, told his Sifter, that
upon more mature Deliberation, he was of Opi-
nion'that © as there was no breaking up of the
¢ Peace, fuch asthe Law,” fayshe, ©calls break-
¢ ing ‘open a Daor, or breaking a Hedge, or

¢ break-
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¢ breaking a Head ;: orany fuch Sort of Break-
¢ ing; the Matter did not amount to a felonious
¢ Kind ofa Thing, nor Trefpafles nor Damages,
¢ and, therefore. there was no Punifhment in the
¢ Law forit.’

Mrs, WWeflern faid, ¢ fhe knew the Law much

€ better 5 that the had known Servants very fe-
¢ verely punifhed for affronting their Mafters ;’
and then named a certain Juftice of the Peace in
London, ¢ who,’ fhe faid, ¢ would commir a Ser-
© vant to Bridewell, at any Time when a Mafter
¢ or Miftrefs defired it.’
.. ¢ Like enough,’ cries the Squire, ¢ it may be
¢ {o in Londsn ; but the Law is different in the
¢ Country.” Here followed a very learned Dif-
pute between the Brother and Siffer concerning,
the Law, which we would infert, if we imagined
many of our Readers could underftand it. "This
was, however, at length referred by both Parties
to the Clerk, who decided it in Favour of the
Magiftrate ; and Mus. #effern was, in the End,
obliged to content herfelf with the Satisfacion of
having Hopour turned away ; to which Sophia
herfelf very readily and chearfully confented.

Thus Fortune, after having diverted herfelf,
according to Cuftom, with two or three Frolicks,
at laft difpofed all Matters to the Advantage of
our Heroine ; who, indeed fucceeded admirably
well in her Deceit, confidering it was the firft
fhe had ever practifed. And, to fay the Truth, I
have often concluded, that the honeft Part of
Mankind: would be much too hard for the kna-
vifh, if they could bring themfelves to incur the
Guilt, or thought it worth their while to take
the Trouble, 2

Honour
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Hongar acted ]u:r Part to the utmoft Perfetion.
?};(- no fooner faw herfelf fecure from all Danger
of Bridewell, a Word which had raifed moft hor-
rible Tdeas in her Mind, than fhe refumed thofe
Airs, which her Terrors before had a little
d ; and laid down her Place, with as much
Affectation o Lontmt, and ing LC"! of (,ontcmp-
as was ever praclifed at the Refignation of Places

alyas
abnay

i

of much g - Importance. If the Reader
pleafes, therefore, we chufe rather to fay fhe re-
figned---which hath, indeed, been always held a

f nonymous Expreflion with being turned out, ox
turned aws
Mr. I""’,y.,,' ordered her to be very expedi-
tious in packing : Forhis Sifter declared fhe w:)uh
not fle ep another 1 ght under the fame Roof
with fo impudenta Slut, - To work there! ore the
went, and ¢ '1"1L fo mmmly, that every Thing
: in the E v“.u ‘; when I..‘J.m;;
rc—s, P.'-.";:ly packed fhe Bag and
Q,Jm Satisfaction of every one,
e than of Sephia 3 who, having
inted her Maid to meet her at a certain Place
far from the Houfe, exaé "1,’ at the dreadful
| ghoftly Hour ef Twelve, began to prepare
or her own Departure.

Sut firft the was obliged to give two painful
Audiences, the one to her Aunt, and the other
to her Father. Inthefe Mrs. ##7/fern herflelf be-
gan to talk to her in a more w-a‘cmpturv Stile
than before; but her Father treated her in fo vio-
lentand eutrageous a \Lnncx, that he frightened
her into an affected Compliance with his Will,
wvhich fo l;mnl}r pleafed the good Squire, that hc
changed his Frowns into qmln.x, and his Me-
naces into Promifes; he vowed his whole Soul

Ver, II, G was
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was wrapped in hers, that her Confent (for fo he
conftrued the Words, You know, Sir, L i/t not, nor
can'vofufe to obey any abfelute Command af}mr:,)
had made him the happieft of Mankind. He
then gave her alarge Bank-bill to difpofe of in
any “F'rinkets fhe pleafed; and kifled and em-
braced her in the fondeft Manner, while Tears
of " Joy trickled from thofe Eyes, which a: few
Moments before had darted Fire and Rage againft
the dear Ohju_L of all his Affeétion.

Inftances of this Behaviour in Parents are fo
common, that the Reader, I doubt not, willbe
very little aftonifh’d at the whole Condu&t of Mr.
Weftern.  If he thould, I own I am not able to
account for it; fince that he loved his Daughter
moft tenderly, is, I think, beyond Difpute. = So
indeed have 'many others, who have rendered
their Children moft compleatly miferable by the
fame Condust; which, tho’ it is almoft univerfal
in Palum, hath alw: 1y’s @ ppeared to me to be the
moft unaccountable of all the Ahfurdities, which
ever entered into the Brain of that firange pro-
digious Creature Man.

The latter Part of Mr. W eflern’s Behaviour
had fo ftrong an i'"{ 'd: on 'the tender Heart of
Saphia, that it fuggefted a Thought to her, which
not all the bm'-ﬂ*lv of her pohm, Aunt, nor all
the Menaces of her Father had ever once brovght
into her Head.. She reverenced her Father fo
pioufly, and loved him fo paflionately, that fhe
had fcarce ever felt more pleafing Senfations, than
what arofe from the Share fhe frequently Imd of
contributing to his Amufement; and fomcumcs,
perhaps, to higher Gratifications ; for he never
eould contain the Delight of hearing her com-
mended, which he had the Satisfaction of hearing

almuﬂ.
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almoft every Day of her Life. | The Idea, there-
fore, of the immenfe Happinefs'the fhould con-
vey to her Father by her Confent to this: Match,
made aftrong Impreflion on her Mind.. Again,
theextreme Picty of fuch an A& of Obedience
worked: very forcibly, as fhe had a very decp
Senfe of Religion. Lattly, when {he refleéted
how much fhe herfelf was to fuffer, being indeed
to become little lefs than a Sacrifice, or a Mar-
tyr, to filial Love and Duty, the felt an agreeable
Tickling in a certain little Paflion, which tho’ it
bears no immediate Affinity either to Religion or
Virtue, is often fo kind as to'lend great Affift-
ance in executing the Purpofes of both.

§sphia was charmed with the Contemplation
of fo hervic ‘an Aétion, and began to compli-
ment herfelf with much prematare Flattery, when
Cupid, who lay hid in her Muff, fuddenly crept
out, and, like Punchinefls in a Puppet-fhew,
kicked all out before: him. In Truth (for we
feorn to deceive our Reader, or to vindicate the
Charaéter of our Heroine, by afcribing her Ac-
tions to fupernatural Impulfe) the Thoughts of
her beloved Fomes, and fome Hopes (however
diftant) in which he was very particularly con-
cemned, immediately deftroyed all which filial
Love, Piety and Pride had, with their joint En-
deavours, been labouring to bring about.

But before we proceed any farther with Sophia,
we muft now look back to Mr. Fones.
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