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164 The HisTory of Book VI;

Circumftance in the Tale which fhe well knew
to be falfe, as we fhall inform the Reader pre-
fently.

But whether Northerton was carried away in
Thunder or Fire, or in whatever other Manner
he was gone 5 it was now certain, that his Body
was no longer in Cuftody. Upon his Occafion,
the Lieutenant formed a Conclufion not very dif-
ferent from what the Serjeant is juft mentioned
to have made before, and immediﬂ.tcly ordered
the Centinel to be taken Prifoner. So that, by
a {trange Reverfe of Fortune, (tho’ notvery un-

common in a military Life) the Guard became
the guarded.

C.H A P, XV,
The Conclufion of the foregoing ddventure,

ESIDES the Sufpicion of Sleep, the Licu-
tenant harboured another, and worfe Doube
againft the poor Centinel, and this was that of
Treachery: For as he believed not one Syllable
of the Apparition, fo he imagined the whole to
be an Ivention, formed only to impofe upon
him, and that the Fellow had, in Reality, been
bribed by Northerton to let him efcape.  Andthis
he imagined the ratl.er, as the Fright appeared to
him the more unnatural in one who had the
Chara&ler of as brave and bolda Man as any in
the Regiment, having been in feveral Acions,
having received feveral Wounds, and, in a
Word, having behaved himfelf always like a
good and valiant Soldier.
Thhat the Reader, therefore, may not conceive
the leaft ill Opinion of ‘fuch a Perfon, we fhall
not
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not del 'y a Moment in refcuing his Chara&er
from the Imputation of this Guilt.

Mr. Nertherton then, as we bave before ob-
ferved, was fully fatisfied with the Glory which
he had obtained irom this Aétion. He had, p
haps, feen, or heard, or guefled, that Envy is
apt to attend Fame, Not that | would here infi-
nuate, that he was heathenifbly inclined to be-
lieve in, or to worfhip, the Goddefs Nemefis 5
for, in Fa&, I am convinced he never heard of
her Name. He was, befides, of an altive Dif-
pofition, and had a great Antipathy to thofe clofe
Winter Quarters in the Caftle of Glouceffer, for
which a Juftice of Peace might poflibly give him
2 Rillet. Nor was he moreover free from fome
uneafy Meditations on a certain wooden Edifice,
which 1 forbear to name, in Conformity to the
Opinion of Mankind, who, I think, rather
ought to honour than to be afhamed of this
Building, as it is, or at leaft might be made, of
more Benefit to Society than almoft any other
public Ercétion. Ina Word, to hintat no more
Reafons for his Condu&, Mr. Noriherton was
defirous of departing that Evening, and nothing
remained for him but to contrive the Qusmods,
which appeared to be a Matter of fome Difliculty.

Now this young Gentleman, tho’ fomewhat
crooked in his Morals, was perfectly {trait in his
Perfon, which was extremely {trong and weil
made. His Face too wasaccounted handfome by
the Generality of Women, for it was broad and
ruddy, with tolerably good T'eeth. Such Charms
did not fail making an Impreflion on my Land-
lady, who bad no little Relith for this kind of
Beauty. Shehad, indeed, a real Compaflion for
the young Man ; and hearing from the Surgeon

that

yer-




166 The FlisTory of Boeok VI

that Affairs were like to go ill with the Volun-
teer, fthe fufpected they might hereafter wear no
benign Afpect withthe Enfign. Having gbtained,
therefore, Leave to make hima Vifit, and finding
him in avery melancholy Moed, which fhe con-
fiderably heightened, by telling him there were
fcarce any Hopes of the Volunteer’s Life, fhe
procecded to throw forth fome Hints, which the
other readily and eagerly taking up, they foon
came to a right Underflanding ; and it was at

o

length agreed, that the Enfign thould, at a cer-
tain, Signal, afcend the Chimney, which com-
municating very foon with that of the Kitchin,
he might there again let himfelf down; for
which fhe would give him an Opportunity, by
keeping the Coaft clear,

But left our Readers, of a different Complexion,
thould take this Occafion of too haftily con-
demning all Compafiion as a Folly, and pernici-
ous to Society, we think proper to mention ano-
ther Particular, which might poflibly have fome
little Share in this A&ion. The Enfign happened
to beat this Time poflefled of the Sum of fifty
Pounds, which did indeed belong to the whole
Company : For the Captain having quarreled
with his Lieutenant, bad entrufted the Payment
of his Company to the Enfign.  This Money,
however, he thought proper to depofite in my
Landlady’s Hand, poffibly by way of Bail or Se-
curity that he would hereafter appear and anfwer
to the Charge againft him ; but whatever were
the Conditions, certain is is, that fhe had the
Money, and the Enfign his Liberty.

The Reader may, perhaps, expe, from the
compaflionate T'emper of this good Woman,
that when fhe faw the poor Centinel taken Pri-
foner
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{ooner for a Faé of which fhe knew him inno-
cent, fhe thould immediately have interpofed in
his Bebhalf ; but whether it was that fhe had al-
ready exhaufted all her Compafiion in the above-
mentioned Inftance, or that the Features of this
Fellow, tho’ not very different from thofe of the
Enfign, could not rzife it, I will not determine ;
but far from being an Advocate for the prefent
Prifoner, fhe urged his Guilt to his Officer, de-
claring with uplifted Eyes and Hands, that fhe
would not have had-any Concern in the Efcape of
2 Murderer for all the World.

Every thing was now once more quiet; and
moft of the Company returned again to their
Beds ; butthe Landlady, either from the natural
Aétivity of her Difpofition, or from her Fear for
her Plate, having no Propenfity to fleep, pre-
vailed with the Officers, as they were to march
within little more than an Hour, tofpend that
Time with her over a Bowl of Punch.

Fones bad lain awake all this while, and had
heard great Part of the Hurry and Buiftle that had
pafled, of which he bad now fome Curiofity to
know the Particulars. He therefore applied to his
Bell, which he rung at leaft twenty Times with-
out any Effett; for my Landlady was in fuch
high Mirth with her Company, that no Clapper
could be heard there but her own, and the
Drawer and Chambermaid, who were fitting to-
gether in the Kitchin (for neither durft he fit up,
nor {he lie in Bed alone) the more they heard the
Bell ring, the more they were frichtened, and,
as it were, nailed down in their Places.

Atlaft, atalucky Interval of Chat, the Sound
reached the Ears of our good Landlady, who
prefently fent forth her Summons, which both

her
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her Servants inftantly obeyed. € %e,’ fays the
Miltrefs, ¢“don’c you hear the Gentleman’s Bell
¢ ring ? why don’t you goup?’ ¢ Itis not my
¢ Bufinefs,” anfwered the Drawer, € to wait upon
¢ the Chambers. It is Berty Chambermaid’s I’
If you come to that,” anfwered the Maid, ©it
is not myBufinefs to wait upon Gentlemen, I
have done it, indeed, fometimes ; but the De-
vil fetch me if ever I do again, fince you make
¢ your Preambles about it.” The Bell fiill ring-
ing violently, their Miftrefs fell into a Paflion,
and f{wore, if the Drawer did not go up imme-
diately, {he would turn him away that very
Morning. ¢ If you do, Madam,’ fayshe, ¢ 1
¢ can’thelpit. I won’tdo another Servant’s Bu-
¢ finefs.” She then applied herfelf to the Maid,
ail by gentle Means ;

4
[4
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(4

1nd endeavoure

)

but all in vain, was as inflexible as Feo.
Both infifted it was not their Bufinefs, and they

o
would not do it.
The Lieutenant then fell a laughing, and faid,
¢ Come, [ will put an End to this Contention 3’
and then turning to the Servants, commended
them for their Refolution, in not giving up the
Point ; but added, he was fure, if one would
confent to go, the other would. = T'o which Pro-
pofal they both agreed in an Inftant, and accord-
ingly went up very lovingly and clofe together.
When they were gone, the Lieutenant appeafed
the Wrath of the Landlady, by fatisfying her
why they were both fo unwilling to go alone.
They returned foon after, and acquainted their
Miftrefs, that the fick Gentleman was fo far from
being dead, that he fpoke as heartily as if he was
well ; and that he gave his Service to the Captain,.
and
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and fhould be very glad of the Favour of fecing
him before he marched.

The good Licutenant immediately complied
with his Defires, and fitting down by his Bed-
fide, acquainted him with the Scene which had
happened below, concluding with his Intentions
to make an Example of the Centinel.

Upon this, Fones related to him the whola
Truth, and carneftly begged him not to punifh
the poor Soldier, ¢ who, I am confident,’ fays
he, ¢ is asinnocent of the Enfigns’ Efcape, as he
¢ is of forging any Lie, or of endeavouring to
¢ impofe on you.’

The Licutenant hefitated a few Moments, and
then anfwered : ¢ Why, as you have cleared the
¢ Fellow of one Part of the Charge, fo it willbe
impoflible to prove the other ; becaufz he was
not the only Centinel. But [ have a good mind
to punith the Rafcal for being a Coward. Yet
who knows what Effe& the Terror of fuch an
Apprehenfion may have? and to fay the T'ruch,,
he hath always behaved well againft an Enemy.
Come, it is a good Thing to fee any Sign of
Religion in thefe Fellows ; fo I promife you he
fhall be fet at Liberty when we march, Buc
hark, the General beats. My dear Boy, give
¢ meanother Bufs. Don’t difcompofe nor hurry
¢ yourfelf; but remember the Chriftian Do&rine
¢ of Patience, and T warrant you will foon be
¢ able to do yourlelf Juftice, and to take an ho-
nourable Revenge on the Fellow who hatli in-
Jured you.” The Lieutenant then departed,
and fones endeavoured to compofe himfelf to
Reft,

LR

a A AN

Vor. II, ! i THE




	Seite 164
	Seite 165
	Seite 166
	Seite 167
	Seite 168
	Seite 169

