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Coitaining above two Days.
CHAP. 1.

A wonderful long Chapier concerning the Marvel-
Lous 5 being much the longe/t of all aur introduc-
ory Chapters.

A S we are now entering upon a Book, in
f@}; which the Courfe of our Hiftory will
oblige -us to relate fome Matters of a

more {lrange and furprizing Kind than any which
have hitherto occurred, it may not be amifs in
the prolegomenous, or introductory Chapter, to
fay fomething of that Species of Writing which
is called the Marvellous. To this we fhall, as
well for the Sake of ourfelves, 2s of others, en-
deayour to fet fome certain Bounds ; and indeed
nothing
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nothing can be more neceflary, as Critics * of
diffekent Complexions are here : 1pt to run into
very different I,.\tlurca, for V'J e fome are,
with M. sz.‘r, ready to allow, tluf the fame
T'hing which is impoffible may be yet probable 1,
others have fo little Hiftoric or Poctic I "lfl], Ll*'-
they believe nothing to be either poffible or pro-
bable, the like to which hath not occurred to
thc-ir own Obfervation.

Firft then, 1 think, it may very reafona :bly be
required of cvcrv Writer, that he keeps within
the Bounds of Poffibility ;5 and ftill remembers
that what it is not poffible for M n 1 to pr;f(:rm,
it is fcarce pofiible for Man to believe he did per-
form. This Conviétion, perhaps, gave Birth to
many Stories of the antient 'ff“‘lun Deities (fi
molf oi them are of poct
Poet, being defirous to indulg
ext:.n-'.-ag:.nt Imagination, took
Power, of the Extent of which his
no Judges, or rather which they imag
infinitu, and confequently they could not be
thocked at any Prodizies related of it. This hath
been flrong Iy urged in Defence of Homer’s Mi-
racles ; and it is s DC 111..1,5, a Defence ; not, as
Vir. Pope would have it, becaufe Ulyfes told :
Set of foolifh Lies to the Pheacians, who were
a very dull Nation ; but becaufe the i’octhlmldf
wrote to Heathens, to whom poetical Fables
were Articles of ]'-hn. For 1 my own Part, I
mult confefs, {o compaffionate is my Icmpcs I
with Polypheme had confined himfelf to his Milk

(for

L)

Cdl

% By this Word he ere, and in fmoft other Parts of our Wark,
we mican every Reader i m mc !

i ltiis | for M

I It is happy for M,]Dac

T lklg

v that he was not an Iriffman,
z Diet,
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I)ict, and preferved his Eye ; nor could Uky/fés be
nuch more concerned than myfelf, when his
Companions were turned into Swine by Giree,
who thewed, Ithink, afterwards, too much Re-
gard for Man’s Flefh to be fuppofed capable of
converting it into Bacon. I wifh, likewile, with
all my dl_‘_ t, that Homer could have known the
Rule prd‘cr!bul by T‘IJ!‘(H.‘:, to introduce {uperna-
tural ts as feldom as ]JCuixL)lL. We fhould
not [iw.l iz ve feen his Gods coming on trivial
and often behaving themfeves fo as not
"rut all Title to Relpeét, but to be-
(,LJ«,JS of Scorn and Derifion, A
sl]lf.‘.l muft have fhocked the Credulity
"-.nd l":uru"im's Heathen ; and which
ave been def ended, unlefs by agree-
a S ippefition to w ’m 1 1 have been
aln

u‘% inclined, that this moft glori-
as l‘-';: erta mly was, had an Intent to
Faith of his own Age

Sy

v

wountry

But 1 luujc refted too long on a Doétrine wludl
be of no Ufe to a C} nlh*n Woriter: Fora
he cannot introduce into his Works any of thut
heavenly hu.L which make a Part of his Creed ;
{i

o is it horrid Puerility to fearch the Heathen
Theology for any of thofe Deities who have been
long h‘c- dethroned from their Immortality.
Lord Jt'czfrz/umy oblerves, that nothing is more
cold than the Invocation of a Mufe by a Mo-
dern; he might have added that nothing can be
more abfurd. A Modern may with much more
Elegance invoke a Ballad, as fome have thought
Homer did, ora Mug of Ale with the Author of
Fudibras 3 which latter may perhaps have in-
fpired
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fpired much more Poetry as well as Profe, than
all the Liquors of Hippocrene or Helicon.

" The only fupernatural Agents which can in
any Manner beallowed to us Moderns, areGhofls;
but of thefe I would advife an Author to be ex-
tremely fparing. Thefe are indeed like Arfenic,
and other dangerous Drugs in Phylfic, to be ufed
with the utmoft Caution ; nor would I advife the
Introdu&ion of them at all in thofe Works, or
by thofe Authors to which, orto whom a Horle
Laugh in the Reader would be any great Prej
dice or Mortification.

As for Elves and Fairies, and
mery, I purpofely omit the I
as I fhould be very unwil
any Bounds thofe fu !
whofe vaft Capacity the Limits of hui
are too narrow ; whofe Works
dered as a new Creation ; and who ha
quently juft Right to do what they wil
own.

Man therefore is the higheft Subjeé (unlefs on
very extraordinary Occafions indeed) which pre-
{ents itfelf to the Pen of our Hiftorian, or of our
Poet ; and in relating his Ations, great Care is
to be taken, thatwe do not exceed the Capacity
of the Agent we defcribe.

Nor is Poffibility alone fufficient to juflify us,
we muft keep likewife within the Rules of Pro-
bability. Itis, I think, the Opinion o o~
tle 3 or if ‘not, it is the Cpinion of fome wile
Man, whofe Authority will be as weighty, when
jtisasold; © that it isno Excufe for a Poet who
relates what is incredible, that the thing related
is really Matter of Faét.” 'T'his may perhaps be
allowed true with regard to Poetry, but it may

3 be

other {fuch Mum-
ention of

L T R T e
illing to conin
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be thought im
fors :

For he is

able to extend it to the Hi-
ized to record MMatters as
sugh they may be of {o extra-
ature, as will require no finall De-
al Faith to fwallew them. Such
1

lefs Armament of Xerxes, des

5, or the fuccefsiul Expedition
of Alexander related by Ayrian, Such of later
Years was. the Vifory of dzincourt obtained by
Harry the Fifth, or that of Narwaz woen by
Charles the T welfth of Sweden.  All which In-
5, the more wereflect on them, appear flill
the more aftonifh ng.

Such Fadls, however, as they occur in the
Thread of the Story ; nay, indced, as they con-
flitute the effential Parts of it, the Hiftorian is
not only juftifiable in recording as they really
happened ; but indeed would be unpardonable,
fhould he omit or alter them. But there are
other Faéts not of fuch Confequence nor fo ne-
ceffary, which the’ ever fo well attefted, may
neverthelefs be facrificed to Oblivion in Com-
plaifance to the Scepticifm of a Reader. ~ Such is
that memorable Story of the Ghoft of George Vil-
lers, which might with more Propriety have been
made a Prefent of to Dr. Drelincourt, to have
keptthe Ghoft of Mrs. Feale Company, at the
Head of his Difcourfe upon Death, than have
been introduced into fo folemn a Work as the
Hiftory of the Rebellion.

To fay the Truth, if the Hiftorian will con-
fine himfelf to what really happened, and utterly
rejeét any Circumftance, which, tho’ never fo
well attefted, he muft be well affured is falfe, he
will fometimes fall into the Marvellous, but ne-
ver into the Incredible. He will often raife the
Wonder
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Wonder and Surprize of his Reader, but neve®
that incredulous Hatred mentioned by FHorace.
Ttis by falling into Fiction thercfore, that we
generally offend againft this Rule, of deferting
Probability, which the Hiftorian feldom if ever
quits, ‘till he forfakes his Character, and com-
mences a2 Writer of Romance. In this, how-
ever. thofe Hiftorians who relate publick Tranf-
aions have the Advantage of us who coufine
ourfelves to Scenes of private Life. "The Credit
of the former is by common Notoriety fupported
for a long Time; and imblicl{ Records, with the
concurrent Teftimony of many Authors, bear
Evidence to their T'ruth in future Ages. Thus
a Trajan and an Antninus, a Nero and a Cali-
gulay have all met with the Belief of Pofterity 3
and no one doubts but that Meén fo very good,
and fovery bad, were once the Mafters of Man-
kind.

But we who deal in private CharzCter, who
fearch into the moft retired Recefles, and draw
forth Examples of Virtue and Vice, from Holes
and Corners of the World, are in a more dan-
gerous Situation. ~As we haveno publick Noto-
riety, no concurrent Teftimony, no Records to
fupport and corroborate what we deliver, it be-
comes us to keep within the Limits not only of
Poflibility, but of Probability too ; and this more
efpecially in painting what is greatly goed and
amiable.  Knavery and Folly, though never fo
exorbifant, will more eafily ‘meet with Alient;
for Ill-nature adds great Support and Suength 1o
Faith,

Thus we may, perhaps, with little Danger,
relate - the Hiftory of #i/ber 5 who having long
owed his Bread to the Generolity of Mr, Dirbyy

L4 and
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and baving one Morning: received a confider-
able Bounty from his Hands, yetin order to pol=
fefs himfelf of what remained in his Friend’s
Scrutore, concealed himfelf in a publick Office
of the Temple, through which there was a Paf-
fage into Mr., Derdy’s Chambers. Here he over-
heard Mr. Derby for many Hours folacing him-
felf atan Entertainment which he that Evening
gave his Friends, and to which Lifher had been
invited. During all this Time, no tender, no
grateful Reflections arofe to reftrain his Purpofe ;
but when the poor Gentleman had let his Com-
pany out through the Office, Fi/ber came fudden-
ly from his lurking Place, and walking foftly be-
hind his Friend into his Chamber, difcharged a
FPiftol-Rall into his Head. This may be believed,
when the Bones of Fifber are as rotten as his
Heart. Nay, perhaps, it will be credited : that
the Villain went two Days afterwards with fome
young Ladies to the Play of Hamlet; and with
an unaltered Countenance heard one of the La-
dies, who little fufpected how near the was to
the Perfon, cry out, ¢ Good God ! if the Man
¢ that murdered Mr. Derby was now prefent |’
Manifefting in this a more feared and callous
Confcience than even Nero himfelf; of whom
we are told by Swetonius, ¢ that the Confciouf
¢ nefs of his Guilt, after the Death of his Mo-
¢ ther, became immediately intolerable, and fo
* continued ; nor could all the Congratulations
¢ of the Soldiers, of the Senate, and the People,
¢ allay the Horrors of his Confcience.”’

But now, onthe other Hand, fhould I tell my
Reader, that I had known a Man whofe pene-
trating Genius had enabled him to raife a large
Fortune in a Way where no Beginning was
chaulked
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chaulked out to him: That he had done this
with the moft perfeét Prefervation of his Inte-
grity, and not only without the leaft Injuitice or
Injury to any one individual Perfon, but with
the higheft Advantage to Trade, and avaft In-
creafe of the public Revenue : That he had ex-
pc-’ndcd one Part of the Income of this Fortune
in difcovering a Tafte fuperior to moft, by Works
where the | nffhﬁ{’t Dwmt) wa:. x.mucd v 'th the
pureft %unpimtv, and another Part in lay mg
a Degree of Goodnefs rill‘u,}ldl to all Men, by
Adks L:f Charity to (JnJLu:. whofe only ]\u.-,..1~
mendations were their Merits, or their Wants:
That he was moft induftrious in {e ‘ucmmt after
Merit in Diftrefs, moft eager to relieve it, and
then as careful (puh.lps too careful) to conceal
what he had done: That his uot.ﬂ, his Furni-
ture, his Garden:, his Table, his private Hofpi-
tality, and his public Beneficence, all d noted
the Mind from which they flowed, and were all!
intrinfically rich and noble, without Tinftl, or
external Oftentation : That he filled every Rela-
tion in Life with the moft ;!.tl"(td ite Virtue: That
he was moft pioufly religious to his Creater, molt

zealoufly loyal to his bO\'ClCE-TII‘ a moft tender
Huﬂmnd to l]la Wife, a kind R cl.mcm, a muni-
ficent Patron, a warm and firm Friend, aknow-
ing and a chearful Companion, indulgent to his
buv'l'lts, hofpitable to his Neighbours, charitable
to the Poor, and benev olent to .|!l Mankind..
Should I add to thefe the ‘f"‘pithcts of wife, brave,.
elﬁtmnt, and indeed every other amiable Epithet
in our Language, I might furcly fay,

—_— wis credet 2. nemo HE}'L‘NJ’;‘ .‘r HEIN 5
2
K"!{I!Hﬁ‘, 'Ut.’l nema,

Lsg And
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“very extra
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And yet I know a Man ‘who is all T have here
defcribed.  Buta fingle Inftance (and I really
know not fuch another) is not fufficient to jufli-

fy us, while we are writing to thoufands who

never heard of the Perfon, nor of any thing like
him. Such Rare Aves fhould be remitted to the
Epitaph-Writer, or to fome Poet, who may con-
defcend to hiteh him in a Diftich, or to {lide him
into 2 Rhime with an Air of Carelefnefs and
Weglect, without giving any Offence to the
Reader.

In the Inﬁ Place, the A&ions thould be fuch as
may not enly be within the Compafs of human

Agency, and which human Agents may probably

o~

‘be fuppo fgd to do ; ; but they fhould be likely for

the very Actors and Characters themfelves to have
rcnc.mLJ For what may be only wonderful and
furprizing in one Man, may become improbable,
or indeed in poffible, when related of another.
This la equifite is what the dramatic Critics
call (.Uﬂ.\.i"':ul(ll of Charaler; and it requires a
:‘.;!:'y Degree of Judgment, and a
£ e of human Nature,

It is admirably remarked by a moft excéllent
Writer, That Zeal can no more hurry a Man to
8: in dire¢t Oppofition to itfelf,  than a rapid

ream can carry a Boat againfl its own Current.
I w:ii venture to fay, that fora Man toa&in
dired on to the Dictates of his Nature,
is, ifnotimp le, asimprobable and as miracu-
]n 1S a3 .tu] Thing which can well be conceived.
Should the beft Parts of the Story of A4, Antoni-
nus be alcribed to Mere, or fhould the worft In-
eidents of Nera’s Life be imputed to /)ffmnhu,
what would be more fhocking to Belief than
either Inflance 2 whereas both thefe being related
of

noit ‘lf’t

v

i

]

o

U‘




Ch.7. 4« FOUNDLING. 179

of their proper Agent, conftitute the Truly Mar~
vellous, !
Qur modern Authors of Comedy have fallen i
almoft univerfally into the Error here hinted at = 1
Their Heroes gencrally are notorious chucs, ' 5
and their Heroines abandoned Jades, during the 1y
fir{t four Aéts; but in the fifth, the former be- ! i
come very worthy Gentlemen, and the latter, i
‘Women of Virtue and Difcretion : Nor is the !
Woriter often fo kind as to give himfelf the Jeaft i
Trouble, ta reconcile or account for this mon- i
ftrous Change and Incongruity. There is, in- i
deed, no other Reafon to be affigned for it, than i
becaufe the Play is drawing to a Conclufion ; as | |
if it was no lefs patural in- a Rogue to r"pcnt in I
the laft. A& of a Play, than in the lalt of his ’
Life; which we perceive to be generally the Cafe
at Tyburn, a Place which ht, indeed, clofe
the Scene of fome Comedies with much Proprie~ |
ty, as the Heroes in thefe are moft commonly
eminent for thofe very Talents which not only
bring Men to the Gallows, but enable them to
make an heroic Figure when they are there.
Within thefe ﬂ_w Reftriétions, I Lh:nk, every
‘Writer may be permitted to deal as much in the .
Wonderful as he pleafes; nay, if he thus keeps i |
within the Rules of Credibili t:..‘-:nu, e hecun o |
furprife the Reader, the more he will engage his .i '
Attention, and the morr: ‘*: wi‘.l Lk.. rm i tm. As |
a Genius of the higheft R
Chapter of the Bathos, ¢ T
¢ Poetry is to mix [ruthwith Fiction; in crdcr'
$ to join the Credible with 1113 Su ng..’
\lllzllL L.a J

For tho” every good Autho

s

feIf withing the Bounds of T
no means neceffary that his
16
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