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The Bill being made and difcharged, Fones
(et forward ‘with Partridge, carrying his Knap-
fack ; nor did the Landlady condefcend to wifh
him a good Journey : for this was, it feems, an
Inn frequented by People of Fafhion; and I
know not whence it is, but all thofe who get
their Livelihood by People of Fafhion, contrat
as much Infolence to the reft of Mankind, as if
they really belonged to that Rank themfelves.

CHAP. VIL

Tones arrives at Gloucefter, and goes tothe Bell 3
the Charafier of that Houfe, and of a Perty-
Jozgers which be there meets with. -

Iv R. Fones, and Partridge, or Little Benja-

min, (which Epithet of Little was per=
haps given him ironically, he being in reality
near fix Feet high) having left their laft Quar-
ters in the Manner before deferibed, travelled on
to Gloucefter, without meeting any Adventure
worth relating.

Being arrived here, they chofe for their Houfe
of Entertainment the Sign of the Bell, an excel~
lent Houfe indeed, and which I do moft ferioufly
recommend to every Reader who thall vifit this
ancient City. The Mafter of it is Brother to the
great Preacher Whitcfield 5 but is abfolutely un-
tainted with the pernicious Principles of Metho-
difm, or of any other heretical Sect. He is in-
deed a very honeft plain Man, and, in my Opi-
nion, not likely to create any Difturbance either
in Church or State. His Wife hath, I believe,
had much Pretenfion to Beauty, and is ftillayery
fine Woman, Her Perfon and Deportment might

have
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have made a fhining Fizure in the politeft Affem-
blies ; but tho” fhe muft be confcious of this, and
many other Perfections, fhe feems perfe@ly con-
tented with, and refigned to that State of Life to
which: the is'called ; and this Refignation is en-
tirely owing to the Prudence and Wifdom of her
Temper: Forfheis at prefent as free from any
methodiftical Notions as her Hufband. 1 fay at
prefent : For!fhe fréely confefles: that her Bro-
ther’s Documents made at firlt fome Impreflion
upon her, and that the had putherfelfto the Ex-
pence of a long Hood, in order to attend the ex-
traordinary Emotions of the Spirit; but having
found, during an Experiment of three Weeks,
no Emotions; fhe fays, worth a Farthing, fhe
very wilely laid by her Hood, and abandoned the
Sect. - To be concife, fhe is ‘a very friendly,
good-natured Woman ; and fo induftrious  to
oblige, that the Guefts muft be of a very morofe
Bifpofition who are not extremely well fatisfied
in her Houfe,

Mrs. W#bitefield happened to be in the Yard
when Fonesand his Attendant marched in. -~ Her
Sagacity foon difcovered in the Air of our Heroe
fomething which diftinguifhed him: from the
Vulgar. She ordered her Servants, therefore,
immediately to fhew him into a Room, and pre-
fently afterwards invited him to Dinner with
herfelf; which Invitation he very thankfully ac-
cepted : For indeed much lefs agreeable Com-
pany than that of Mrs. #hiteficld, and a much
woile Entertainment than fhe had provided,
would have been welcome, after fo long fafting,
and fo long a Walk,

Belides
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Befides Mr. Fones and the good Goverpefs of
the Manfion, there fat down at Table.an Attor-
ney of Salifbury, indeed the very fame who had
brought the News of Mrs, Biifil’s Death to M.
Allwarthy, and whofe Name, whichy Ithink, we
did not before 'mentiony was (Dawling : There
was likewife prefent another Perfon, who fliled
himfelf a Lawyer,! and wholived fomewhere near
Linkinch in Somerfetfbire . This Feliow, I-fay,
fiiled himfelf a Lawyer, but was indeed a moft
vile Petty-fogger, without Senfe or Knowledge
of any Kind; one of thofe who may be termed
Train-bearers to the Law ; a Sort of Supernume-
raries in the Profeflion, who are the Hackneys of
Attornies, and will ride more Miles for halfa
Crown than a Poli-boy.

During the Time of Dinner, the Somerfeifhire
Lawyer recolleéted the Face of Fones, which he
had feen at Mr. Allworthy’s : For he had often
vifited in that Gentleman’s Kitchin. He there-
fore took Occafion to enquire after the good
Family there, with that Familiarity which would
have become an intimate Friend or Acquaintance
of Mr., Aliworthy s and indeed he did all in his
Power to infinuate himfelf to be fuch, though he
bad never had the Honour of fpeaking to any
Perfon in that Family higher than the Butler.
Fones anfwered all his Queftions with much Ci-
vility, though he never remembered to have {een
the Petty-fogger before, and though he coucluded
from the-dutward Appearance and Behaviour of
the Man, that he ufurped a Freedom with his
Betters, to which he was by no means intitled.

As the Converfation of Fellows of this Kind,
is of all others the moft deteftable to Men of any
Senfe, the Cloth was no fooner removed than

Mr.
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Mr. Fones withdrew, and a little barbaroufly left
poor Mrs. Whitefield to do a Pennance, which I
have often heard Mr. Timothy Harris, and other
Publicans of good Tafte, lament, as the fevereft
Lot annexed to their Calling, namely, that of
being obliged to keep Company with their
Guefts.

Fones had no fooner quitted the Room, than
the Petty-fogger, in a whifpering Tone, afked
Mis. « Whitefield, © if fhe knew who that fine
¢ Spark was?’  She anfwered, ¢ fhe had never
¢ feen the Gentleman before.” ¢ The Gentle-
¢ man, indeed | > replied the Petty-fogger; ¢ a
¢ pretty Gentleman truly | Why, he’s the Baftard
¢ of a Fellow who was hanged for Horfe-ftealing,.
¢ He was dropt at Squire Alfworthy’s Door, where
¢ one of the Servants found him in a Box fo full
¢ of Rain-water, that he would certainly have
¢ been drowned, had he not been referved for
¢ another Fate.” ' ¢ Ay, ay, you need not men-
¢ tion it, I proteft; we underftand what that
¢ Fate is very well,” cries Dewling, with a moft
facetious Grin. ' ¢ Well,’ continued the other,
¢ the Squire ordered him to be taken in: For he
¢ is a timberfome Man every Body knows, and
¢ was afraid of drawing himfelf into a Scrape ;
¢ and there the Baftard was bred up, and fed and
¢ cloathified all to the World like any Gentle-
¢ man; and there he got one of the Servant
¢ Maids with Child, and perfuaded her to {wear
¢ it to the Squire himfelf; and aftérwards he
¢ broke the Arm of one Mr. Zhwackum a Cler-
¢ gyman, only becaufe he reprimanded him for
¢ following Whores ; and afterwards he fnapt a
¢ Piftol at Mr. Blfi/ behind his Back ; and once
¢ when Squire Zllwarthy was fick, he got a Drum,

¢ and
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¢ and beat it all over the Houfe, to prevent him
¢ from fleeping : And twenty other Pranks he
¢ hath played ; for all which, about four or five
< Days ago, jult before I left the Country, the
< Squire {trip’d him ftark naked, and turned him
¢ out of Doors.’

¢ And very juftly too, I proteft,” cries Dow-
ling's ¢ I would turii my own Son'out of Dcors,
< if he!was guilty of half'as much. - And pray
¢ what is the Name of this'pretty Gentleman ’

¢ The Name o'un !’ an{wered Petty-fogger,
¢ why, he iscalled Thomas Fones.’

¢ “Fones I’ ‘anfwered Dowling, 2 little eagerly,
¢ whaty Mr. Jones that lived at Mr: Allwarthy’s!
¢ was that the Gentleman that dined with usi”’
¢ The very fame,” faid the other. © I have heard
¢ of the Gentleman,’ cries Dowling, ¢ often ; but
¢ I never heard any ill Charater of him.”  And
¢ Tam fure,” fays Mrs. Ihitefield, © if half what
¢ this' Gentleman hath faid ‘be true, Mr. Fores
¢ hath the moft deceitfal’ Countenance 1" ever
faw; for fure his Looks promife. fomething,
< very different 5 and 1 muft fay, for the little I
have fecn of hm, heisascivil a well-bred Man
as you would wifh to converfe with.’
Pettyfogger calling to mind that he had not
been fworn, as he ufually was, before he gave his
Tvidence, now bound.what he had declared with
fo many Qaths and Imprecations, that the Land-
lady’s Ears were thocked, and fhe puta Stop to his
fwrearing, bysaffuring him of her Belief. Upon
which he faid, ¢ I hope, Madam, you imagine I
¢ would fcorn to tell fuch Things of any Man,
¢ wunlefs I knew them tobe true.  What Intereft
¢ have I in taking away the Reputation of a Man
¢ who never injured me ? I promife you every

¢ Syl-
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¢ Syllable of what: I. haverfaid: is | Fa&, and the
¢ swhole Country knows it et -

As Mrs. IFbitefield had ino Reafon to fufped
that the Pettyfoggerhad any Motive or ‘Tempta-
tion to abufe Fores, the Reader cannot blame her
for believing what he fo:confidently affirmed with
many Qaths. She accordinglyigave up her Skill
in Phyfiognomy, and henceforwards conceived
foill an Opinion of her Gueft, that the heartily
withed him out of her Houfe.

This Diflike was now: farther increafed by a

Report  which. Mr. J#hitefield made from the
Kitchin, where Partridze had informed the Com-
pany, ¢ T hat tho’ he carried the Knapfack, and
¢ contented himfelf with flaying among Servants,
while Tom Fanes (as he called bim)iwas regaling
in the Parlour, he was not'his Servant, but only
a Friend and Companion, and as good a Gen-
tleman as Mr. Fones himfelf.”
Dawling fat all this while filent, biting his
Fingers, making Faces, grinning, and  looking
wonderfully arch; at laft he opened his Lips,
and protefted that the Gentleman looked like
another Sort of Man. He then called for his
Bill with the utmoft Hafte, declared he muft be
at Hergford that Evening, lamented his great
Hurry of Bufinefs, and wifhed he could divide
him{elf into twenty Pieces, in order to be at once
in twenty Places.

The Pettyfogger now likewife departed, and
then Fones defired the Favour of Mrs. W hitefield’s
Company to drink Tea with him; but{he re-
fufed, and with a Manner fo different from that
with which fhe had received him at Dinner, that
ita little furprized him.  And now he foon per-
ceived her Behaviour totally changed ;  for inftead

of
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of that natural Affability which we have before
celebrated, fhe wore a conftrained Severity on her
Countenance, which was fo difagreeable to Mr.
Fanes, that he refolved, however late, to quit the
Houfe that Evening,

He did indeed account fomewhat unfairly for
this fuddeu Change; for befides fome hard and
unjuﬂ Surmifes concerning female Ficklenefs and

Mutability, he began to fu.ped that he owed this

\ ant of Civility tu his Want of Horfes ; a Sort
of Animals which, as they dirty no Sheets, are
thought, in Inns, to pay betterfor their Beds than
their Riders, .md are therefore confidered as the
moare defirable Company 3 but Mus, I#7hiteffeld,
to do her Juftice, ha d a much more liberal W ay
of thinking. She was perfeéily well-bred, and
could be very civil to,a Gentleman, tho’ he
walked on Foot: In Reality, the looked on our
‘} Jerce as a forry Scoundrel, and therefere treated
him as fuch, for which not even Fores himfelf,
had he known as much as the Reader, could have
blamed her ; nay, on the contrary, he muft have
approved her .Condu&, and have efteemed her
the more for the Difrefpeét thewn towards him -
{clf.  This is indeed a moft aggravating Circum-
flance which attends depriving Men unjuftly of
their Reputation; for a Man whe is confcious of
having an ill Charalter, cannot juftly be angry
with thofe who negle¢t and {light him; but
ought rather to df.fplfe fuch as affett his Conver-
fation, unlefs where a perfet Intimacy muft have
convinced them that their: Friend’s Charater
bath been fallely and injurioufly afperfed.

I"his was not, howeyer, the .Cafe of Fomess
for as he was a puf‘cﬂ Stranger to the T'ruth, fo
he was with good Reafon offended at the ['reat-

Vor, 1L X ment
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