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CH A P. XIIL
Tn which. the foregoing Story is farther continued.

§ Y Fellow Collegiate had now entered
R me in a new Scene of Life. I foon
became acquainted with the whole Fraternity
¢ of Sharpers, and was let into their Secrets I
mean into the Knowledge of thofe grofs Cheats
whichare proper to impofe upon the raw and un-
experienced: K or there are fome Tricks of a
finer Kind, whichare known only to a few of
¢ the Gang, who are atthe FHead of their Profel~
fion; aDegree of Honour beyond my Expec-
tation ; for Drink, to which I was immode-
rately addiéted, and the natural Warmth of
my Paflions, prevented me from arriving atany
great Succefs inan Art, which requires as much
¢ Coolnefs as the moft auftere School of Philo-
¢ {ophy.
¢« Mr. Watfon, with whom 1 now lived in the
clofeft Amity, had unluckily the former Fail=
ing to a very great Excefs; fo that inftead of
making a Fortune by his Profeflion, as fome
others did, he was alternately rich and poor,
and was often obliged to furrender to his cooler
Friends over a Bottle which they never tafted,
that Plunder that he had taken from Culls at
the-publick Table
¢ However, we both made a Shift to pick up
an uncomfortable Livelihood, and fortwo Years
I continued of the Calling, during which Time
[ tafted all the Varieties of Fortune ; fometimes
flourithing in Afiuence, and at others being
obliged to ftruggle with almott incredible Diffi-
¢ culties,
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¢ Pleafure to hear were not likely to be mortal.
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¢ culties. To-day wallowing in Luxury, and

To-morrow reduced to the coarfeft and moft
homely Fare. My fine Clothes being often on
my Backin the Evening, and at the Pawnthop
the next Morning. '
¢ One Night as I was returning Pennylcfs
from the Gaming-table, I obferveda very great
Difturbance, and a large Mob. gathered toge-
ther in the Street. As I was in no Danger
from Pick-pockets, I ventured into the Croud,
where, upon Enquiry, I found that a Man had
been robbed and very ill ufed by fome Ruffians.
The wounded Man appeared very bloody, and
feemed fcarce able to fupport himfelf ‘on his
Legs. As I had not thercfore been deprived of
my Humanity by my prefent Life aud Conver-
fation, tho’ they had left me very little of cither
Honefty or Shame, I immediately offered my
Affiftance to the unhappy Perfon, who thank-
fully accepted it, and putting himfelf under my
Condué, begged me to convey him to fome
Tavern, where he might fend for a Surgeon,
being, as he faid, faint with Lofs of Blood.
He feemed indeed highly pleafed at finding one
who appeared in the Drefs of a Gentleman :
For as to all the reft of the Company prefent,
their Outfide was fuch that he could not wifely
place any Confidence in them.

¢ I'took the poor Man by the Arm, and led
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¢ him to the Tavern where we kept our Rendez-
¢ vous, asit happened to be the rearcft at Hand.,
¢ A Surgeon happening luckily to be in the
¢ Houfe, immediately attended, and applied him-

¢ felf to drefing his Wounds, which I had the
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¢ The Surgeon having very expeditioufly and
¢ dextroufly finifhed his Bufinefs, began to en-
4 quire in what Part of the Town the wounded
< Man lodged ; who anfwered, ¢ That he was
¢ come to Town that very Morning; that his
¢ Horfe was at an Inn in Piceadilly, and that he
¢ had no other Lodging, and very little or no
¢¢ Acquaintance in Town.”

¢ This Surgeon, whofe Name I have forgot,
¢ tho’ I remember it began with an R, had the
¢ firft Chara&er in his Profeffion, and was Ser-
¢ jeant-Surgeon to the King. He had moreover
¢ many good Qualities, and wasa very generous,
¢ good-natured Man, and ready todoany Service
¢ to his Fellow-Creatures. He offered his Patient
¢ the Ufe of his Chariot to carry him to his Inn,
¢ and at the fame Time whifpered in his Ear,
¢¢ That if he wanted any Money, he would fur-
¢¢ nifh him,”

¢ The poor Man was not now capable of re-
¢ turning Thanks for this genereus Offer: For
¢ having had his Eyes for fome Time ftedraftly
¢ on me, he threw himfelf back in his Chair,
¢ crying, O, my Son ! my Son! and then fainted
¢ away.

¢ Many of the People prefent imagined this
¢ Accident had happened through his Lofs of
¢ Blood 3 but I, who at the fame Time began to
¢ recolle&t the Features of my Father, was now
¢ confirmed in my Sufpicion, and fatisfied that it
¢ was he him(:lf who appeared before me. I
¢ prefently ran to him, raifed him in my Arms,
¢ and kifled his cold Lips with the utmoft Eager-
¢ nefs. Here [ muft draw a Curtain over a Scene
¢ which I cannot defcribe : For though I did not
¢ lofe my Being, as my Father for a while did,
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¢ and I found myfelf in his Arms, both tenderly
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¢ think he partly owed his Prefervation to my
¢ Humanity, with which he profeft himfelf to be
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* ofhis Journey to London.”” He thanked Heaven
.

my Senfes were however fo overpowered with
Affright and Surprize, that I am a Stranger to
what paft during fome Minutes, and indeed till
my Father had again recovered from his Swoon,

embracing each other, while the Tears trickled
a-pace down the Cheeks of each of us..

¢ Moft of thofe prefent feemed affeéted by this
Scene, which we, who tight be confidered as
the Actorsinit, were defirous ofremoving from
the Lyes of all Spe&ators, as faft as we could ;
my Father therefore accepted the kind Offer of
the Surgeon’s Chariot, and I attended him in it
to his Inn,

¢ When we were alone together, he gently
upbraided me with having neglected to write
to him during {6 long a Time, but entirely
omitted the Mention of that Crime which had
occafioned it. He then informed me of my
Mother’s Death, and infifted on my returning
home with him, faying, *¢ That he had long
fuffered the greateft Anxiety on my Account ;
that he knew not whether he had moft feared
my Death or withed it; fince he had fo many
more dreadful Apprehenfions for me, At lait
ke faid, a neighbouring Gentleman, who had
Juft recovered a Son from the fame Place, in-
formed him where I was, and that to reclaim
me from this Courfe of Life, ‘wasthe fole Caufz

he had fucceeded fo far as to find me out by
Means of an Accident which had like to have
proved fatal to him ; and had the Pleafure to

more delighted than he fhould have been with
1 ”
my
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< my filial Piety, if [ had known that the Objeét

¢ of all mv Care was' my own Father.

Vice had not {o depraved my Heart, as to
excite in it an Infenfibility of {o much paternal
Affedtion, tho’ fo unworthily beftowed, I
prefently promifed to obey his Commands in
my Return home with him, as{oon as he was
able to travel, which indeed he was in a very
few Days, by the Afliftance of that excellent
‘*u.'zfu-:l who had undertaken his Cure.

The Day preceding my Father’s Journey
’l\t.fm(, which Time I fcarce ever left him) [
went to take my Leave of fome of my moft in-
timate Acquaintance, particularly of Mr. /-
forz, who difluaded ‘me from bur)’inr" myfelf,
as he called it, out of a fimple Compliance with
the fond Dcﬁtcs of a foolith old Fellow. Such
Solicitations, however, had no Effeét, and I
once more faw my own Home. 1\1v 1 ather
now greatly folicited me to think of Ma
but' my Inclinaticns were utterly averfe to
fuch Thoughts. I'had tafted of Love
and perhaps you know the extravagant Excell
¢ of that moft tender and moft violent Paffion.
Here the old Gentleman paufed, and looked ear-
neftly at Fones 3 whofe Countenance within a
Minute’s Space difplayed the Extremities of both
Red and White. Upon which the old Man,
without making any Obfervations, renewed hls
Narrative.
¢ Being now provme(. withall the Neceffaries
of Life, I betook myfelf once again to Study, and
that with a more inordinate Applu:a.tl.xn than [
had ever done formerly. The Books which
now employed my Time folely were thofe, as
well ancient as modcm, which treat of truc
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¢ Philofophy, a W ord which is by many thought
to be the Subjet only of Farce and Ridicule,
Inow read over the Works of Ariflatle and
Plato, with the reft of thofe ineftimable Trea-
fures which ancient Greece had bequeathed to
the World.

¢ Thefe Authors, tho’ they inftruted me in
no Science by which Men may promife to
themfelvesto acquire the leaft Riches, or world-
ly Power, taught me, however, the Artof de-
{pifing the higheft Acquifitions of both. They
elevate the Mind, and fteel and harden it againft
the capricious Invafions of Fortune. ‘I hey
not only inftruétin the Knowledge of Wifdom,
but confirm Men in her Habits, and demon-
ftrate plainly, that this muft be our Guide, if
we propofe ever to arrive at the greateft worldly
Happinefs ; or to defend ourfelves with 'any
tolerable Security againft the Mifery which
every where furrounds and invefts us.

¢ To this I added anothey Study, compared to
which all the Philofophy taught by the wifeft
Heathens is little better than a Dream, and is
indeed as full of Vanity as the {illieft Jefter ever
pleafed to reprefent it. This is that divine
‘Wifdom which is 2lone to be found in the Holy
Scriptures : For they impart to us the Know-
ledge and Aflurance of Things much more
worthy our Attention, than all which this
World can offer to our Acceptance ; of Things
which Heaven itfelf hath condefcended to re-
veal tous, and to the fmalleft Knowledge of
which the higheft human Wit upaffifted could
never afcend. I began now to think all the
"Time I had fpent with the beft Heathen Wri-
ters, was little more than Labour loft: For

: ¢ how-
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¢ however pleafant and delightful their Leffons
may be, or however adequate to the right Re-
gulation of our Condu&t with Refpe& to this
World only; yet when compared with the
Glory revealed in Scripture, their higheft Do~
cuments will appear as trifling, and of as littdle
Confequence as the Rules by which Children
regulate their childifh little Games and Paftime.
True it is, that Philofophy makes us wifer, but
Chriftianity makes us better Men. Philofophy
elevates and fteels the Mind, Chriftianity foftens
and {weetens it. The Former makes us the
Objects of human Admiration, the Latter of
Divine Love. That infures us a temporal, but
this an eternal Happinefs.—But I am afraid I
tire you with my Rhap(ody.’

¢ Not at all,” cries Pariridge ; ¢ Lud forbid we
thould be tired with good Things.’

¢ I had fpent,” continued the Stranger, © about
four Years in the moft delightful Manner to
myfelf, totally given up to Contemplation, and
entirely unembarafled with the Affairs of the
World, when I loft the beft of Fathers, and
one whom I fo entirely loved, that my Grief
at his Lofs exceeds all Defcription. I now
abandoned my Books, and gave myfelf up for
a whole Month to the Efforts of Melancholy
and Defpair. Time, however, the beft Phyfi-
cianof the Mind, at length brought me Relief.”
Ay, ay, Tempus edax Rerum,’ Aaid Partridge.
I then,’ continued the Stranger, ¢ betook my-
felf again to my former Studies, which I may
fay perfected my Cure: For Philofophy and Re-
ligion may be called the Exercifes of the Mind,
and whensghis is difordered they are as whole-
fome as E}t‘ercife can be to a diftempered Body.
Vou, II, N ¢ They
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¢ They. do indeed produce fimilar Effe@s with

* Exercife : For they ftrengthen and confirm the

¢ Mind; till Man becomes, in the noble Strain

¢ of Horace,
¢ Fortis, € in feipfo totus teres atque votundus, 5
< Externi ne quid waleat per lewe morari :
¢ In quem manca ruit femper Fortung.—*

Here Fones fmiled at fome Conceit which in-
truded itlelf into hisImagination ; but the Stranger, i
1 believe, perceived it not, and proceeded thus. .

¢ My Circumftances were now greatly altered
¢ by the Death of that beft of Men: For my
¢ _Brother, who was now become Mafter of the
Houfe, differed fo widely from me in his Incli-
¢ pations, and cur Purfuits in Life had been fo
very various, that we were the worlt of Com-
pany to each other; but what made our living
together {till more difagreeable, was the little
¢ Harmony which could fubfit between the few,
who reforted to me, and the numerous T'rain
< of Sportfmen who often attended my Brother
¢ from the Field to the Table: For fuch Fellows,.
* befides the Noife and Nonfenfe with which they
¢ perfecute the Ears of fober Men, endeavour al-
* ways to attack them with Affront and Con-
¢ tempt. ‘This was-fo much the Cafe, that nci-
¢ ther. I myfelf, nor my Friends, could ever fit
< down to a Meal with them, without being
¢ treated with Derifion, becaufe we were unac-
¢ quainted with the Phrafes of Sportfmen. For
¢ Men of true Learning, and almoft univerfal

&
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- % Firm in himfelf, who on himfelf relies,
Polifh’d and round, who runs his proper Courfe,
And breaks Misfortunes with [uperior Force.
* Mr, Fraxncid,

2

¢ Know-
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¢ Knowledge, alwayscompafiionate the [gnorance
¢ of others: but Fellows who excel in iomc liew
¢ tle, low, contemptible Art, are always certain
to defpife thofe who are unacquainted with thag
STATE
¢ In fhort, we foon feparated, and I went by
¢ the Advice of a Phyfician to drink the Bath
£ V\"aters : For my violent AfiQion, added to a
entary Life, had thrown me into a kind of
par: »I\tzﬂ Diforder, for wlmh thofe Waters are
accounted an almoft certain Cure. The fecond
Day after my Arrival, as I was walking by the
River, the Sun fhone  fo intenfely thot (tho? it
was early in the ru;} that I retired to the Shels
¢ ter of fome Willows, and fat down ln the Ri-
ver-fide, Hc'n, I had not been feated long be-~
fore I heard a Perfon on the other Side the Wil
lows, fighing and bemoaning himfelf bitterly.
<On.a iud\'m, having uttered a moft impious
Oath, h cried, 1¢¢ [ am refolved to bear. it.na
¢ longer,” and directly threw himfelf into the
Water, J immediately ftarted, and ran towards
Lf‘(. Place, calling at the fame Time as loudlyas
¢ I could for Afiftance. « An Angler happened
¢ luckily to be a fithing a little below, me, tho”
¢ fome very high buléf. had hid him, from, mv
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ight,  He immediately came up, .and both. of

S
¢ us together, not without i‘me Hazard oi‘ our
Lis

¢ Lives, drew the Boa) o the Shore.” At firff,
¢ we perceived no Sign of Life remaining ; but
¢ having held the Body up by the Heels (fur we
¢ foon had Afliftance enough). it difchar rged a vaft
<. Quantity of Water at the Mouth, and at length
¢ began. to difcover fome Symptoms of Breathi g,
¢ and a little afterwards t6 move both its Ih.nds
<

‘and its Legs,
: i
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¢ An Apothecary, who happened to be prefent
among others, advifed that the Body, which
feemed now to have pretty well emptied itfelf
of Water, and which began to have many con-
vulfive Motions, fhould be direély taken up,
and carried into a warm Bed. This was accord-
.ingly performed, the Apothecary and. myfelf at-
tending.
¢ As we were going -towards an Inn, for we
~knew not the Man’s Lodgings, luckily a Wo-
man met us, who, after fome violent Scream-
ing, - told us, that the Gentleman lodged at her
Houfe. . ;
¢ WhenI had feen the Man fafely depofited
there, ‘I'left him to the Care of-the Apothecary,
who, I fuppofe, ufed all the right Methods with
him 3 for the next Morning I heard he had
perfeétly recovered his Senf:s. :
¢ I then went to vifit him, intending to{earch
out, as well as I could, the Caufe of his having
attempted ' fo defperate an A&, and to prevent,
as far as I was able, his purfuing fuch wicked
Intentions for the future. [ was no fooner ad-
.mitted into his Chamber, than we both inftant-
ly knew each other ; for who fhould this Perfon
be, bet my good Friend Mr. #atfon! Here I
- will not trouble you with what paft at our firft
Interview : For I would avoid Prolixity as much
€ as poffible? ¢ Pray let us hear all,’ cries Par-
tridge, ¢ 1 want mightily to know what brought
¢ him to Bagh." _ = |
¢ You fhalt hear every Thing material,” an- ,
fwered the Stranger; and then proceeded to relate (
what, we. fhall procced to write, after we have
ziven a fhort breathing Time to both ourfelves
and the Reader. _
, : ' CHAP.

Aaann e g

o T Tt T TR R R R T




	Seite 259
	Seite 260
	Seite 261
	Seite 262
	Seite 263
	Seite 264
	Seite 265
	Seite 266
	Seite 267
	Seite 268

