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¢-Apprehenfions of Danger, and gave me an Op-
& pertunity of once more vifiting my own Home,
s and of ‘enquiring a little into: my Affairs, which
&1 foon fettled as agreeably to my Brother as to
<
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myfelf; having refigned every Thing to him,
for which he paid me the Sum of a thoufand
Pounds, and fettled on me an Annuity for Life.
¢ His Behaviour in this laft Inftance, as in all
others, was felfifh and ungenerous. 1 could
not look on him as my Friend, nor indeed did
he defire that I thould ; fo I prefently took my
Leave of him, as well as of my other Ac-
quaintance ; and from that Day to this my
Hiftory is little better than a Blank.”

¢ And is it poffible, Sir,’ faid Fores, ¢ that you
can have refided here, from that Day to this?’
O no, Sir,’ anfwered the Gentleman, ¢ I have
been a great Traveller, and there are few Parts
of Eurspe with which I am not acquainted.’
I have not, Sir,” cried Fones, ¢ the Aflurance to

.afk it. of you now. Indeed it would be cruely

after fo much Breath as you have already fpent.
But you will give me Leave to wifh for fome
further Opportunity of hearing the excellent
Obfervations, which a Man of your Senfe and
Knowledge of the World muft have ‘made in
fo long a Courfe of Travels.” ¢ Indeed, young
Gentleman,’ anfwered the Stranger, ¢ I will en-

~deavour to fatisfy your Curiofity on 'this Head

likewife, as far as [ am able.”  Fones autempted

frefh Apologies, but was prevented 3 and while
he and Partridge fat with greedy and impatient
Ears, the Stranger proceeded as in the nextChapter,

€ HA.B. ' XV.

A brief Hiftory of Europe. And a curious Dif-
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cour/e between Mr. Jones and the Man of the Hill.

N Jtaly the Landlords are very filent. In
France they are more talkative, but yet
¢ cwil.
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248 The History of Book VIII,

¢ civil. InGermany and Holland they are. gene-
rally very impertinent. And as for their Ho-
nefty, I believe it is pretty equal in all thofe
Countries. The Laguais @ Lonange are fure to
lofe no Opportunity of cheating you: And as
for the Poftilions, I think they are pretty much
alike all the World over. Thefe, Sir, “are the
Obfervations on Men which I made in my
Travels ; for thefe were the only Men I ever
converfed with. My Defign, when 1 went
abroad, was to divert myfelf by fecing the
wondrous Variety of Profpeéts, Beafts, Birds,
Fifhes, Infeéls, and Vegetables, with which
God has been pleafed to enrich the feveral Parts
of this Globe. A Variety, which as it muft
give great Pleafure to a contemplative Beholder,
fo doth it admirably difplay the Power and Wi-
dom and Goodnefs of the Creator. Indeed,
to fay the Truth, there is but one Work in his
whole Creation that doth him any Difhonour,
and with that I have long fince avoided holding
any Converfation.
¢ You will pardon me,” cries Yones, ¢ but I
have always imagined, that there is in this very
Work you mention, as great Variety as in all
the reft ; for befides the Difference of Inclina-
tion, Cuftoms and Climates bave, I am told,
mtroduced the utmoft Diverfity into Human
¢ Nature,” ¢ Very little indeed,” anfwered the
other; ¢ thole who travel in order to acquaint
themfelves with the different Manners of Men,
might fpare themfelves much Pains, by going
toia Carnival at Penice 5 for there they will fee
at once all which they can difcaver in the feve-
ral Courts of Eurefe. The fame Hypoerify,
the fame Fraud; in fhort, the fame Follies dand
Vices, drefled in different Habits. In Spair
thefe are equipped with much Gravity ; and in
g 1"‘"}]2-
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¢ Italy, with vaft Splendor. In France, a Knave
¢ is dreffed like a Fop; and in the Northern
¢ Countries, like a Sloven. But Human Nature
¢ is every where the fame, every where the Ob-
iet of Deteftation and Scorn.
"¢ As for my own Part, I paft through all thefe
< Nations, as you perhaps may have done through
v 2 Croud at a Shew, joftling to get by them,
¢ holding my Nofe with one Hand, 2nd defend-
¢ ing my Pockets with the other, without fpzak-

ing a Word to any of them, while T was prefi-
¢ ing on to fee what I wanted to fee ; which,

however entertaining it might be in itfelf, fcarce
¢ made me Amends for the Trouble the Company
¢ gave me.

¢ Did not you find fome of the Nations among
¢ which you travelled, lefs troublefome to you
¢ than others #' faid Fores. ¢ O yes,” replied
the old Man; ¢ the Turks were much more tele-
¢ rable to me than the Ghriftians.  For they are
¢ Men of profound Taciturnity, and never dif-
¢ ¢urb a Stranger with Queftions. Nowand then
¢ indeed they beftow a thort Curfe upon him, or
it in his Face as he walks'the Streets, but then
s they have done with him 3 and a Man may live
e in their Country without hearing a
¢ dozen Words from them. But of all the Peo-
“ple 1 ever faw, Heaven defend me from the
¢ French. With their damned Prate and Civili=
¢ tis, and doing the Honour of their Nation to
< Strangers, (as they are pleafed to call it) but
deed fetting forth their own Vanity ; they are
¢ fo troublefome, that I had infinitely rather pafs
¢ my Life with the Hottentots, than fet my Foot
< in'Paris again. They arc a nafty People, but
¢ their Naftinefs is moltly without ; whereas in
¢ France, and fome other Nations that [ won’t
¢ pame, it is all within, and makes them ftink

¢ much

-




280 The HisTory of - .Book VIII

¢ much more to my Reafon than that of Hotsen-

¢ 2ots does to my Nofe. ¢

¢ Thus, Sir, I have ended the Hiftory of my
¢ Life; for as to all that Series of Years, during
¢ which I have lived retired here, it affords no
¢ Variety to entertain you, and may be almoft
¢ confidered as one Day. The Retirement has
¢ been fo compleat, that [ could hardly have en-
¢ joyed a more abfolute Solitude in the Deferts of
¢ the Thebais, than here in the midft of this po-
¢ pulous Kingdom. As I have no Eftate, I am
¢ plagued with no Tenants or Stewards ; my An-
¢ nuity is paid me prerty regularly, as indeed. it

¢.ought to be 5 for it is much lefs than what I

¢ might have expected, in Return for what Igave

¢ up.  Vifits I admit none; and the old Woman
¢ who keeps my Houfe knows, that her Place
¢ entirely depends upon. her faving me all the
¢ Trouble of buying the Things that I want,
¢ keeping off all Sollicitation or Bufinefs from me,
¢ and holding her Tongue whenever I am within
¢ hearing. As my Walks are all by Night,. I am

¢.pretty lecure in this wild, unfrequented Place.
¢ from mecting any Company. Some few Per-

¢ fons I have met by Chance, and fent them -
¢ home heartily frighted, as from the Oddnefs of
¢.my Drefs and Figure they took me for a Ghoft

¢ or a Hobgoblin.” But what has happened To-

¢ night fhews, that even here I cannot be fafe

¢ from the Villainy of Men ; for without your

¢ Aflittance I had not -only been robbed, but

¢ very probably murdered.’

- Jones thanked the Stranger for the Trouble he
had taken in relating his Story, and then ex-
prefled fome Wonder how. he could poflibly en-
dure a Life of fuch Solitude; ¢ in which,’ fays
he, ¢ you mnay well complain of the Want of
¢ Variety., Indeed I am aftonithed how you haye
¢ filled up, or ratherkilled, fo much of your lime,’
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~#-J-am not at all furprized,” anfwered the other,
that to one whofe Affections and Thoughts are
fixed on the World, my Hours fhould appear to

- have wanted Employment in” this Place; but
 there’is- one fingle'A&, for which the whole
, Life of Man s infinitely too” fhort. What

Time can fuffice for the Contemplation and
Worfhip of that glorious, immortal, and eternal
Being, among the Works of whofe ftupendous
Creation, not only this Globe; but even thofe
numberlefs Luminaries which we may here be-
hold fpangling all the Sky, tho’ they fhould
many of them be Suns lighting different Syftems
of Worlds, may poffibly appear but as a few,
Atoms, oppofed to the whole Earth which we
inhabit ? Can a Man who, by Divine. Medita-
tions, is admitted, as it were, into the Conver-
fation of this ineffable, incomprehenfible Ma-
jefty, think Days, or Years, or Ages, to0 long.
for the Continuance. of fo ravifling an Honour ?
Shall the trifling Amufements, the palling Plea-
fures, the filly Bufinefs of the World, roll away .
our Hours too {wiftly from us; and fhall the
Pace of Time feem fluggith to a Mind exercifed
in Studies fo high, fo important, and fo glorious !
As no Time is fufficient, fo no Place is impro-
per for this great Concern. On what Object
can we caft our Eyes, which may not infpire
us with Ideas of his 2Power, of his Wifdom, and
of his Goodnefs? It is not neceffary, that the
rifing Sun fhould dart his fiery Glories over the
Eaftern Horizon ; nor that the boifterous Winds
thould rufth from their Caverns, and fhake the
lofty Foreft 5 nor that the opening Clouds fhould
pour their Deluges on the Plains : It is not ne-
ceffary, I fay, that any of thefe fhould proclaim
his Majefty ; there is not an Infec, not a Vege-
table, of fo low anOrder in-the Creation, as not
¢ te
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¢ to be honoured with bearing Marks of the At-
¢ tributes of its great Creator ; Marks not only of
his Power, but of his Wifdom and Goodnefs.
Man alone, the King of this Globe, the laft and
greateft Work of the Supreme Being, below the
Sun ; Man alene hath bafely difhonoured 'his
own Nature, and by Difhonefty, Cruelty, Ingra-
titude, and Treachery, hath called his Maker’s
Goodnefs inQueftion, by puzzling us to account
how a benevolent Being fhould form fo foolifh,
and fo vile an Animal. Vet this is the Being
from whofe Converfation you think, I fuppofc,
that I have been unfortunately reftrained ; and
without ‘whofe blefled Socicty, Life, in yout
Opinion, muft be tedious and infipid.’
¢ In the former Part of what you faid,” replied

Fonesy ¢ T moft heartily and readily concur; but I
¢ believe, as well as hope, that the Abhorrence
which you exprefs for Mankind, in the Conclu=
fion, is much too general.  Indeed you here fall
into an Error, which, in my little Experience, I
have obferved to be a very common one, by
taking the Chara&er of Mankind from the worft
and bafeft among them ; whereas indeed, as an
excellent Writer obferves, nothing fhould be
efteemed as characteriflical of a Species, but
what is to be found among the beft and moft
perfed Individuals of that Species. T his Error,
I believe, is generally committed by thofe who,
from Want of proper Caution in the Choice of
their Friends and Acqueintance, have fuffered
Injuries from bad and worthlefs Men ; two or
three Inftances of which are very unjuftly
charged on all Human Nature.”

¢ 1 think I had Experience enough of it,’ an-
fwered the other, ¢ My fift Miftréfs, and my
¢ firlt Friend, betrayed me in the bafeft Manner,
¢ and in Matters which threatened to be of the
. ¢ worft
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Chovi g, o2 FOUNDLING, 28
© worft of Con quuancs, even to bring me to
¢ fhameful Death,’

¢ But you will pardon me,” cries Fones, ¢ if 1
< defire you to refle whe that Miftrefs, and
¢ who that Friend were. What better, my good
Sir, could be expected in Love derived from the
¢ Stews, or in Friendihip firft produced and nou-
rithed at the Gaming-Table! To take the Cha-
¢ racters of Women from the former Inftance, or
¢ of Men from the latter, would bé as vnjuft as
to ,.ﬂilr, that Air.is a naufeous and unwhole-
+ fome Icmmt, becaufe we find it fo in a Jakes.
Ih,wc. lived but a{hort Time in the World, and
yet have known Men worthy of the higheft
Friendfhip, and Women of the higheft Love.’
¢ Alas! young Man,’ anfwered the Stranger,
you have lived, you confelsy but a very fhort
¢ Time in the '\/\/u[ld I was fomewhat clder than
you when I was of the fame Opinion.’
¢ You might have, remained fo fiill," replies
Fones, ¢ if: you had not been unfortunate; I will
¢ venture to fay incautious, in the placing your
i Affe@ions. If there was indeed much more
¢« Wickednefs in the World than there is, it
¢ would not prove fuch general Affertions againft
human Nature, fince much of this arrives by
¢ mere “rudem, and many a Man who commits
¢ Evil, is not totally bad and corrupt in his Heart.
In Truth, nene [eem to have any Title to al-
¢ fert numan Nature to be neceffarily and univer-
fally evil, but thofe whofe own Minds afford
them (_H}r_ Inftance of this natural Depravity ;
which is.not, I am convinced, your Cafe.’
¢ And fuch,” faid the Stranger, ¢ will be al-
ways: the moft backward to affert any fuch
Thing. Knaves will no more endeavour to
pcrfmu us of the Bafenes of Mankind, than
¢ a Highwayman will inform you that there are

*¢ Thieves
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284 The History ¢f  Book VIII.

¢ Thieves on the Road. This would indeed be
¢ a Method to put you on your Guard, and to
* defeat their own Purpofes.  For which Reafon
tho’ Knaves, as I remember, are very apt to
abufe particular Perfons; yet they never caft
any Reflection on Human Nature “in general.’
The old Gentleman fpoke this fo warmly, that
as Fones defpaired of making a Convert, and was
unwilling to offend, he returned no Anfwer,

The Day now began to fend forth its firlt
Streams of Light, when Fones- made an- Apo-
logy to the Stranger for having ftaid fo long, and
perbaps detained him from his Reft. The
Stranger anfwered, ¢ He never wanted Reft lefs
¢ than “at prefent; for that Day and Night were
¢ indifferent Seafons to him, and that he com-
¢ monly made ufe of the former for the Time of
¢ his Repofe, and of the latter for his Walks and
¢ Lucubrations. However,’ faid he, ¢ it is now
¢ a moft lovely Morning, and if you can bear
¢ any longer to be without your own Reft or
¢ Food, 1 will gladly entertain you with the Sight
£ of fome very fine Profpe@s, which I belieye
¢ you have not yet feen.’ . .

Jores very readily embraced this Offer, and
they immediately fet forward together from the
Cottage. As for Partridge, he had fallen into a
profound Repofe, jult as the Stranger had finifhed
his Story ; for his Curiofity was fatisfied, and the
fubfequent Difcourfe was not forcible enough in
its: Operation to conjure down the Charms of
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Sleep. : Fomes therefore left him to enjoy. his

Nap ; and as the Reader ‘may perhaps be, .at this

Seafon, glad of the fame Favour, we will here

put an End to the :Eigh;h,B_ook_ of. our Hiftory.
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