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Of 'thofe who lawfully may, and of thofe who may
' not write fuch Hiffories as this.

Gt MONG other good Ufes for which I

have thought proper to inflitute thefe

feveral introductory Chapters, I have con-

fidered them as a Kind of Mark or Stamp, which
may hereafter enable a very indifferent Reader to
diftinguith what is true and genuine in this
hiftoric Kind of Writing, from what is falfe and
counterfeit.  Indeed’ it ‘feems likely that fome
‘fuch Mark ‘may- fhortly 'become neceffary, fince
the favourable Reception which ‘two ‘or ‘three
Au-




The Fistory of  Book IX,

f Authors have lately procured for their Works of
| } this Nature from the Public, will probably ferve
1 as an Encouragement to many others to under-

11 take the like. Thus a Swarm of foolifh Novels,

(1! and monfirous Romances will be produced, either

i i to the great impoverithing of Bookfellers, or to

| the great Lofs of Time, and Depravation of Mo-

j | | rals in the Reader ; nay, often to the fpreading
|
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e of Scandal and Calumny, and to the Prejudice
i of the Chara@ers of many worthy and honeft
People,

I queftion not but the ingenious Author of the
Spedator was principally induced to prefix Greef
and Latin Mottos to every Paper from the fame
Confideration of guarding againft the Purfuit of
thofe Scribblers, who, having no Talents of a
Writer but what is taught by the Writing-mafter,
and yet nowife afraid nor afhamed to aflume the
fame Titles with the greateft Genius, than their
good Brother in the Fable was of braying in the
Lion’s Skin.

By the Device therefore of his Motto, it be-
IR came impracticable for any Man to prefume o
‘ imitate the Spe@ators, without underftanding at
\ ‘ leaft one Sentence in the learned Languages, In
i . the fame Manner I have now fecured myfelf from
a the Imitation of thofe who are utterly incapatle
‘ of any Degree of Refletion, and whole Learning
| is not equal to an Eflay.

i I would not be here underftood to infinuate,
il that the greateft Merit of fuch hiftorical Produc-

. tions can, ever lie in thefe introductory Chaprers ;
i 118 but, in Fa&, thofe Parts which contain mere Nar-

" raiive only, afford much more Encouragement to
the Pen of an Imitator, than thofe which are
compofed of Obfervation and RefleGtion, Here
I
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I mean fuch Imitators as Rswe was of Shkakefpear,
or as Herace hints fome of the Romans were of
Cato, by bare Feet and four Faces,

To invent good Stories, and to tell them well,
are poflibly very rare Talents, and yet I have ob-
ferved few Perlons who have ferupled to aim at
both ; and if we examine the Romances and No-
vels with which the World abounds, I think we
may fairly conclude, that moft of the Authors
would not have attempted to fhew their Teeth
(if the Expreflion may be allowed me) in any
other Way of Writing ; nor could indeed huve
ftrung together a dozen Sentences on any other
Subject whatever, = Seribimus indoéti doctique
paffim %, may be more truly fzid of the Hiftorian
and Biographer, than of any other Species of
Writing: For all the Arts and Sciences (even
Criticifm  itfelf ) require fome little Degree of
Learning and Knowledge.  Poetry indeed may
perhaps be thought an Exception; butthen it de-
mands Numbers, or fomething like Numbers;
whereas to the Compofition of Novels and Ro-
mances, nothing is neceflary but Paper, Pens and
Ink, with® the manual Capacity of ufing them.
This, I conceive, their Produ@ions thew to be
the Opinion of the Authors themfelves ; and this
muft be the Opinion of their Readers, if indeed
there be any fuch.

Hence we ‘are to derive that' univerfal Con-
tempt, which the World, who always denomi-
nate the Whole from the Majority, have caft on
all hiftorical "Wiriters, who do not draw their

* —Fach defperate Blockhead dares to write;

Verfe is the Trade of every living Wight,

Frawers,

Mate-




288 The HisTory of  Book IX.

i l Materials from Records. And it is: the Appre-
i henfion of this Contempt, 'that hath made us fo .

’ cautioufly. avoid the Term Romance, a Name !
with which we might otherwife bave been well
enough contented. . Though as we have good
Authority for all our Charaéters, no lefs indeed
i1 than the vaft authentic Doomfday-Book of Na-
i ] ture; as is elfewhere hinted, our Labours have
it £ o fufficient Title to the Name of Hiftory. Certain-
,I i ly they deferve fome Diftin&ion from thofeWorks,

i which one of the wittieft of Men regarded only
i as-proceeding from a Pruritus, or indeed rather
'i L ‘ ! from a Loofenefs of the Brain.

1l | But befides the Difhonour which is thus caft on
one of the moft ufeful as well as entertaining of
| all Kinds of Writing, there is juft Reafon to ap-
i |19 prehend, that by encouraging fuch Authors, we
el fhall propagate much Difhonour of another Kind ;
U i 1-mean to the Charadters of many good and va-
AR ' ; luable Members of Society: For the dulleft Wri-
1 18 ters, no more than the dulleft Companions, are
il ¥\ always inoffenfive. - They have both enough of

] | Language to be indecent and abufive. And fure-
1y, if the Opinion juft above cited be true, we
cannot wonder, that Works fo naftily derived
fhould be nafty themfelves; or bave a Tendency
to make others fo.

(i | To prevent therefore for the future, fuch in-
' temperate Abufes of Leifure, of Letters, and of
: ' the Liberty of the Prefs, efpecially as the World
H . feems at prefent to be more than ufually threatned
with them, I'thall here venture to mention fome
i Qualifications, every one of which are in a pret-
ty high Degree neceflary to this Order of Hif-
torians.

The
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The firt is Genius, without a full Vein of
which, no Study, fays Hirace, can avail us, By
Genius I would underftand that Power, or rather
thofe Powers of the Mind, which are capable of
penetrating into‘all T hings within our Reach and
Knowledge, and of diftinguithing their eflential
Differences.  Thefe are no other than Invention
and Judgment ; and they are both called by the
collective Name of Genius, as they are of thefe
Gifts of Nature which we brirg with us into the
World.  Concerning each of which many feem
to have fallen into very great Errors : For by In-
vention, Ibelieve, isgenerally underftood a erea-
tive Faculty ; which would indeed prove moft
Romance-Writers to have the higheft Pretenfions
toit; whereas by Invention is really meant no
more, (and {o the Word fignifies) than Difcovery,
or ﬁnding out; orto explain it atlarge, a quick
and fagacious Penetration into the true Effence
of all the Objects of our Contemplation. = Thie,
[ think, can rarely exift without the Concomi-
tancy of Judgment: For how we can be faid to
have difcovered the true Effence of two Things,
without difcerning their Difference, feems to me
hard toconceive.  Now thislaft is the undifputed

~ Province of Judgment, and yet fome few Men of
Wit have agreed with all the dull Fellows in the
World, in reprefenting thefe two to have been
feldom or never the Property ofone and the fame
Perfon.

But tho’ they fhould befo, they are not fuffi-
cient: for our Purpofe without a ‘pood Share of
Learning 3 for which I could again cite the Au-
thority of Horace, and of many others, if any
was neceflary to prove that T ools are of no Ser-
vice toa Workman, when they are not fhar pened

Voui. 1L, (0] by




290 The History of Book 1X.

by Art, or when he wants Rules to diret him in
his Work, or hath no Matter to work upon.
All thefe Ufes are fupplied by Learning: For
Nature canonly furnifh us with' Capacity, or, as
1 have chofe to illuftrateit, with the Toals of our
Profeflion’s Learning muft fit them for Ufe, muft
dire& them in it; and laftly, muft contribute,
Part at leaft, of the Materials. A competent
Knowledge of Hiftory and of 'the Belles Lettres,
is here 'abfolutely meceflary 5 and ‘without this
Share of Knowledge at leaft, to affeét the Cha-
radter of an Hiftorian, is as vain as to endeavour
at building-a Houfe without Timber or Mortar,
or Brick or Stone. = Homer and Milton, who,
though they added the Ornament of Numbers to
their Works, were both Hiftorians of our Order,
and Mafters of all the Learning of their Times.
Again, there is another Sort of Knowledze
beyond the Power of Learning to beftow, and
this is to be had by Converfation. So neceflary
is this to the underftanding the Charaélers of
Men, that none are more ignorant of them than
thofe learned Pedants, whofe Lives have been en-
tirely confumed in Colleges, and among Books ;
For however exquifitely human Nature may have
been defcribed by Writers, the true practical
“Syftem can be learnt only in the World. Indeed
the like happens in every other Kind of Know-
fedge. Neither Phyfic, nor Luw, are to be prac-
tically known from Books. Nay, the Farmer,
the Planter, the Gardener, muft perfect by Expe-
rience what he hath acquired the Rudiments of
by Reading. How accurately foever the inge-
nious Mr. Miller may have defcribed the Plant,
he himfelf would advife his Difciple to fee it in
the Garden, As we muft perceive, that after the
niceft
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niceft Strokes of a Shakefpear, or a fobufin, of a
Wycherly, or an Otway, fome Touches of Nature
will efcape the Reader, which the judicious-Ac-
tion of a Garrick, of a Cibber, ora Llive ¥, can
convey to him ; foon the real Stage,! the Charac-
ter fhews himfelf in a ftronger and bolder Lighty
than he can be deferibed,  And ‘if this be the
Cafe in thofe fine and nervous Deferiptions,
which great Authors themfelves have taken from.
Life, how much more ftrongly will it hold when
the Writer himfelf takes his Lines not from Na-
ture, but from Books! Such Charaéers are only
the faint Copy of a Copy, and can have neither
the Juftnefs nor Spirit of an Qriginal,

Now this Converfation in our Hiftorian mufF
be univerfal, thatis, with all Ranks and Degrees
of Men: For'the Knowledge of what is called
High-Life, will not inftru& him in lows nor
¢ eonverfo, will his being acquainted with the in-
ferior Part of Mankind, teach him the Manners
of the fuperior. 'And though it may be thought
that the Knowledge of either may fufficiently en-
able him to defcribe at leaft that in-which he hath
been converfant 5 yet he will even here fall great-
Iy fhort of Perfettion @ for the Follies of either
Rank do in reality illuftrate each other. For in-
{tance, the Affeéation of High-Life appears more
laring and ridiculous from the Simplicity of the
ow; and again, the Rudenefs and Barbarity of

o
i

* There is a peculiar Proprietyin mentioning this great Aétor,
and thefe two moft juftly celebrated Actrefies in this Place ; as
they have all formed themfelves on the Study of Nature only ;
and nat on the Imitation of their PredcceTirs. = Hence they have
been able to ‘excel ail who have gone re them ; a Degree of
Merit which the fervile Herd of Imitatocs can never peilibly ar-
tive at,
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