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292 The History of  Book 1X.

this latter, {trikes - with much flronger Ideas of
Abfurdity, -when contrafted with, and oppofed
to the Politenefs which controuls the formep.
Befides, to fay the Truth. the Manners of our
Hiftorian will be improved by both thefe Con-
verfations: Forin the one he will eafily find
Examples ‘of Plainnefs, Honefty, and Sincerity ;
in the other of Refinement, illcgancc, and a
Liberality of Spirit; which laft Quality Lmyfelf
have fcarce ever feen in Men of low Birth and
Education.

Nor will all the Qualities I have hitherto given
my Hiltorian avail him, unlefs he have what is
gencrally meant by a good Heart, and be capable
of feeling. The Author who will make me
weep, fays  Horace, muft firft weep himfelf.: In
reality, no Man can paint a Diftrefs well, which
he doth not feel while he is painting it; nordo I
doubt, but that the moft pathetic and affecting
Scenes have been writ with Tears. In the fame
Manner it is with the Ridiculous.. Iam con-
vinced [ never make my Reader laugh heartily,
but where [ have laughed before him ; unlefs it
fhould happen atany ‘T'ime, that inftead of laugh-
ing with ine, he fhiould be inclined to laugh at
me.  Perhaps this may have been the Cafe at
fome Paflages in this Chapter, from which Ap-
prehenfion I will here putan End to it.

CoHALP. o XL
Containing a wery [urprizing Adventure indeed,
cwohich Mr. Jones met with in his Féalk with the

Man of the Hill,

. U R O R A now firft -opened her Cafement,
Anglicé, the Day began to break, when

4enes walked forth in Company with the Stranger,
and
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and mounted Mazard Hill ; of which they had
no fooner gained the Summit, than one of the
moft noble Profpects in the World prefented it-
felf to their View, and which we would likewife
prefent to the Reader; but for two Reafons.
Firfl, We defpair of making thofe who have
feen this Profpect, admire our Defcription.  Se-
condly, We very much doubt whether thofe, who
have not feen it, would underftand it.

Fomes ftood for fome Minutes fixed in one Pof-
ture, and direéting his Eyes towards the South ;
upon which the old Gentleman afked, What he
was looking at with fo much Attention? ¢ Alas,
¢ Sir,” anfwered he’ witha Sigh, ©Iwas endea-
vouring to trace out my own Journey hither.
Good Heavens | what a Diftance is Gloucefler
from us! What a vaft Tract of Land muft be
between me and my own Home.” "¢ Ay, ay,
young Gentleman,’ cries the other, ¢ and, by
your Sighing, from what you Jove better than
your own Home, orI am miftaken. I perceive
now the Object of your Contemplation is not
within your Slght, and yet I fancy you have a
Pleafure in looking that Way.’ ?’om’s anfwered
with a Smile, ¢ I find, old Friend, you have not
¢ yet forgot the Senfations of your Youth, I
¢ own my Thoughts were employed as you have
¢ guefled.’

They now walked to that Part of the Hill
which looks to the North-Wel, and which
hangs over a vaft and extenfive Wood. Here
thLy were no fooner arrived, than they heard at
a Diftance the moft violent Fcreams of a:Wo-
man, proceeding from the Wood below them.
Fones liftened a Iumult, and then, withcut fay-
ing a Word to ]m Companion (for indeed the
Occafion feemed fufficiently prefling) ‘ran; or ra-
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ther flid, down the: Hill, and without the leaft
Apprehenfion lor Concern for his own Safety,
made 'dire&tly to the Thicket whence the Suund
had iffued.

He had not entered far into the Wood chorc
he beheld a moft fhocking Sight indeed, a Wo-
man ftript halfnaked, under the Hands of a Ruf-
fian, who hadiput his Garter round her Neck,
and was endeavouring to draw her up toa f'ree.
Fones afked no Queftions at this Interval; but
fell inﬂuntly upon thc Villain, and made fuch
good Ufe of his trufty Qaken Stick, that he laid
him fprawling on ‘the Ground, before he could
defend himfelf, indeed almoft before he knew he
was attacked ;3 nor did he ceafethe Profecution of
his Blows, till the Woman herfelf begged him to
forbear, i faying, fhe believed he had iufﬁcluitly
done his Bufinefs.

"The poor: Wretch then fell upon her Knees to
Fones, and gave him a thoufand Thanks for her
Deliverance : 'He prefently lifted her up, and tokd
her he was highly pleafed with the extraordinary
Accident which had fent him thither for her Re-
lief, where it was fo improbable the thould find
any ; adding, that Heaven feemed to have de-
figned him as the happy Inftrument of her Pro-
tection. ¢ Nay,” anfwered fhe, ¢ Icould almoft
¢ conceive you to be fome good Angel ; and to
¢ fay ‘the Truth, you look more like an Angel
¢ than'a Man, in my Eye.’ Indeed he wasa
charming Figure, and if a very fine Perfon, and
a ‘moft comely. Set of Features, adorned with
Youth, Healthy Strength, Frefhnefs, Spirit and
Good Nature, can make a Man refemble an An-
gel,ihe certainly had that Refemblance.

T'he redeemed Captive had not altogether fo
much of i the human-angelic Species: She feemed

to
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to be, at'leaft, of the middle Age, . nor had het
Face much Appéarance of ‘Beauty s -but her
Clbaths being torti from all the upper Part of her
Body, her Breafts, which were well formed, and
extremely white, attracted the Eyes of her Deli-
verer, and for a few Moments they ftood: {ilent,
and gazing at each other; till the Ruffian on:the
Ground beginning to move, Fones took the Gar-
ter which had been intended for another Purpofe,
and bound both his Hands: behind him. And
now, on contemplating his Face, hedifcovereds
greatly to his Surprize, and perhaps’ not. a little
to his Satisfaltion, this very Perfon to be no other
than Enfign Nertherton. Nor had: the Enfign
forgotten his former Antagonift, whom he knew
the Moment he came to himfelf.. His Surprize
was equal to that of Fones; but I conceive his
Pleafure was rather lefs on this Occafion.

Fones helped  Northerion upon his Legs, and
then looking him fteadfaftly in the Face, I fan-
cy, 'Siry’ faid he, ¢ you did not expeclt to meet
me any morein this World, and I confefs I had
as little Expectation to find you here. How-
ever, Fortune, I fee, hath brought us once more
together, and hath given me Satisfaction for
the Injury I have reccived, even without my
own Knowledge.?
¢ Itis very much like a Man of Honour in-
deed,” anfwered Northerton, ¢ to take Satif-
tinn by knocking a Man down behind his
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Back. Neither am I capable of giving you
Satisfacion here, as I have no Sword ; but if
you dare behave like a Gentleman, let us go
where I can furnifh myfelf with one, and I
will do by you asa Man of Honour ought.’
< Doth it become fuch a Villain as you are,’
cries Fones, © to contaminate the Name of Ho-
D 4 ¢ nour
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“ nour by affuming it ? But I fhall watte no Time
¢ in Difcourfe with you— Juftice requires Satif-
¢ faltion of younow, and fhall have it Then
turning to the Woman, he afked her, if fhe was
near her Home ; or if not, whether the was ac-
quaigted with any Houfe in the Neighbourhood,
where fhe might procure herfelf fome decent
Cloaths, in order to proceed to a Juftice of the
Peace. 3

she anfwered, the was an- entire Stranger in
that Part of the World. = Fones then recolle&ting
himfelf, faid he had a Friend near, who would
direct them 3 indeed he wondered at his not fol-
lowing ; but, in Fa&, the good Man of the Hill,
when Sur Heroe departed, fat himfelf down on
the Brow, where, though he had a Gun in his
Hand, he with great Patience and Unconcern,
had attended the Iffue. i )

Fomes then {tepping without the Wood, per<
ceived the old Man fitting as we have juft de-
feribed him: He prefently exerted his. utmoft
Agility, and with {fucprizing Expedition afcended

-the Hill.

The old Man advifed him to carry the Wo-
man to Uptans, which, he faid, was the neareft
Town, and there he would be fure of f'urni{hing
her with all Manner of Conveniencies. Fones
having received his Direftion to the Place, took
his Leave of'the Man of the Hill, and defiring
him to direét Pariridge the fame Way, returned
hattily to the Wood.

Our Heroe, at his Departure to make this En-
quiry-of his Friend, had coufidered, that as the
Rufiian’s Hands were tied behind him; he was
incapable of executing any wicked Purpofes on
the poor Woman. :Befides, he knew he fhould
not be beyond the Reachof her Voice, and could

return
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return foon enough to prevent any Mifchicf. He
bhad moreover declared to the Villain, that if he
attempted the leaft Infult, he would be himfelf
immediately the Executioner of Vengeance on
him. ‘But Fenes unluckily forgot that  tho® the
Hands'of Nertherton were tied, his Legs wére at
Liberty ; nor did he lay the leaft Injunétion on
the Prifoner, that he fhould not make what Ufe
of thefe he pleafed. = Nertherton therefore having
given no Parole of that Kind, thought he might,
withoutany Breach of Honour, depait, not being,
obliged, as he imagined, by any Rules, to wait
for a formal Difcharge. He, therefore took up
his Legs, which were at Liberty, and walked off’
thro” the Wood, which favoured his Retreat;
nor did the Woman, whofe Eyes were perhaps
rather turned .towards her Deliverer, once thirk:
of his Efcape, or give herfelf any Concern or
Trouble to prevent it.

“Fones therefore, athis-Return, found the Wo-
man alone. He would have fpent fome Time in
fearching for Northerton 5 but fhe would not per--
mit him ; earneftly entreating that he would ac-
company her to the Town whither tiiey had been
direéted. ¢ As:to the Fellow’s Efcape,” faid fhe,
¢ it gives-me no Uneafinefs: For Philofophy and
¢ Chriftianity both preach up. Forgivenefs of In-
¢ juries. But for you, Sir, I am’ concerned at
¢ the Trouble I give vou ; nav indeed my Naked-
¢ nefs may well make me athamed to look you
¢ inthe Face ; and if it: was not for the Sake of
¢ your Protection, I'fhould with to go 2lone.’

“Fenes oftered her his Coat; but, 1 know not
for what Reafon, fhe abfolutely refufed the moft
earneft Solicitations to accept it. He then begged
her to forget both the Caufes-of her Confufion.
- With regard to the former,” fays he, ¢ I have:
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