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298 The History of  Book IX,

¢ done no more than my Duty in protefting you 3
¢ and as for the latter, [ will entirely remove it,
¢ by walking before you all the Way; for I
¢ would not have my Eyes offend you, and I
¢ could not anfwer for my Power of refifting the
€ attra&ive Charms of fo much Beauty.’

Thus our Heroe and theredeemed Lady walked
in the fame Manner as Orpbeus and Eurydice
marched heretofore : But tho’ I cannot believe
that Fones was defignedly tempted by his Fair
One to look behind him, yet as fhe frequently
wanted his Affiftance to help her over Stiles, and
had befides many Trips and other Accidents, he
was often obliged to turn about. However, he
had better Fortune than what attended poor Or-
pheus 5 for his brought his. Companion, or rather
Follower, fife into the famous Town of Upton.

€. H A P Il

The Arrival of Mr. Jones, with bis Lady, at the
Jan s with a wvery full Defeription of the Battle
of Upton.

§
HO?’ the Reader, we doubt not, is very
“ eager to know who this Lady was, and
how fhe fell into the Hands of Mr. Northerton ;
we muft beg him to fufpend his Curiofity for a
fhort Time, as we are obliged, for fome very
good Reafons, which hereafter perhaps he may
guefs, to delay his Satisfaction a little longer.
Mr, Fones and his fair Companion no f{ooner

entered the Town, than they went diredly to

that Inn which, in their Eyes, prefented the fair-
eft Appearance to the Street, Here Fones, having
ordered a Servant to thew a Room above Stairs,
was alcending, ‘when the difhevelled Fair haftily
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fuliowing, was laid hold on by the Mafter of the -
Houfe, who ‘cried, ¢ Hey day, where is that
¢ Begoar Wench going ? Stay below Stairs, T de-
< fire you ;° but Fones at that Inftant thundered
from above, ¢ Let the Lady come up,” in fo au-
thoritative 2 Voice, that the good Man inftantly
withdrew' his Hands, “and the Lady made the'beft
of her Way to the Chamber.

Here Yones'withed her Joy of her fafe Arrival,
and then departed, in order, ashe promifed, to
fend the Landlady up with fome Cloaths. ‘The
poor' Woman thanked him heartily for all his
Kindnefs, and faid, fhe hoped fhe fhould fee him
again foon, to thank him a thoufand Times more.
During this fhort Converfation, fhe'covered her
white Bofom ‘as well as fhe could poffibly with
Ber Arms: For Fones could not avoid ftealing’a
fly Peep or two, tho’ he took all imaginable Care
toavoid giving any Offence.

Our Travellers had happened to! take up! their
Refidence at a Houfe of exceeding good Repute,
whither f7ifh Ladies of ftrict Virtue, and many
Northern Tafles of the fame Predicament, were
accuftomed to refort in their Way to Bath. The
Landlady therefore would by no Means have ad-
mitted any Converfation of a difreputable Kind
to pafs under her Roof.  Indeed fo foul and con-
tagious are all fuch Proceedings, that they conta-
minate the veryinnocent Scenes where they are
committed, and give the Name of a bad Houfe,
orof'a Houfe of ill ‘Repute, to all thofe where
they are fuffered to be carried on.

Not that I would intimate, that fuch firi&k
Chaftity as was preferved in the Temple of Vefta
can pofiibly be maintained at a public Inn.” My
good Landlady did riot' Hope for fuch a“Bleflinz,
nor would any ‘of thé Ladies I have fpoken of, or
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300 The' HisTory of Book ¥X

. indecd any others: of the moft rigid Note, have

expedted or infifted on any fuch Thing. . Butto
exclude all valzar Concubinage; and to drive all

MWheres in Rags from within the Walls, is with-
=) f1

.in the Pawer of every one. This my Landlady
yery: ftri€lly adheted to; and this her virtucus
Guefts, who did not travel in Rags, would very
reafonably have expeéted of her.

Now it required.no very blameable Degree of
Sufpicion, toiimagine that Mr. Fens and his.
ragged Companien had certain Purpofes in their
Intention, ‘which, tho? toleratedin fomeChriftian
Countries, connived’ at in others, and pra&tifed
in -all;} are ‘however as exprefsly . forbidden as
Murder, or any other horrid Vice, by thatReli-
gion which is univerfally believed in-thofe Coun-
tries. - The Landlady therefore had no foener
received an Intimation of tlie Entrance of the
abovefaid ‘Perfons;: than fhe began: to ‘meditate
the moft expeditious Means for their Expulfion.
In order to this, fhe had provided herfelf with g
long and deadly Inftrument, with which, in-
Jimes of Peace, the Chambermaid was wont to.
demolifth the Labours of the induftrious Spider.
1n vulgar Phrafe, fhe had taken up the Broom-
{tick, and was juft about to fally from the Kit-
chin, when Fones accofted her with a Demand:
of a-Gown, and other Veftments, to cover the
half-naked Woman above Stairs. '

Nothing can be more provoking to the human:
T emper, nor more dangerous to that Cardinal
Virtue, Patience, than Solicitations of extraor-
dinary. Offices of Kindnefs, on Behalfof thofe
very Perfons with whom we are highly incenfed.
For this Reafon Shakefpear hath artfully intro-.
duced his Defdemonia {oliciting Favours for Ca/fia
of her Hyfband, as the Means of enflaming not

only
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only his Jealoufy, but his Rage, to the higheft
Pitch of Madnefs ; and we find the unfortunate
Moor lefs able to command his Paflion on this
Occafion, than even when he beheld his valued
_Prefent to his Wife in the Hands ofhis fuppofed
Rival : In'fa&t, we regard thefe Efforts as In-
fults on our Underftanding ; and to fuch the Pride
of Man is very difficultly brought to fubmit.

My Landlady, though a very good-tempered
Woman, had, I fuppofe, fome of this Pride in
her Compofition 5 for Fenes had ifcarce ended his
Requeft, when fhe fell uponhim with a certain
Weapon, which, tho’ it be meither long, nor
fharp, nor hard, nor indeed threatens from its
Appearance with either Death or ' Wound, hath
been however: held in great Dread and Abhos~
rence by many wife Men ; nay, by many brave
ones; infomuch that fome who have dared. to
fook into the Mouth of a loaded Cannon,. have
not dared to look into a Mouth where this Wea-
pon was brandifhed ; and’ rather than run the-
Hazard of its Execution, ‘have contented them-
felves with making a moft ‘pitiful and 'fneaking
Figure in the Eyes of all their Acquaintance.

To confels the Truth, 1 am afraid Mr, Fones
was otie of thefe; for tho” he was attacked and
violently belaboured with the aforefaid Weapon,
he could not be provoked to make any Refiftance ;-
but in a moft cowardly Manner applied, with
many Entreaties, to his Antagonilt to defift from
purfuing her Blows: In plain. Englih, he only
begzed her with the utmoft Earneftnefs to hear
him; but before he could obtain his Requeft, my
Landlord himf{elf entered into the Fray, and em-
braced that Side of the Caufe which feemed to
ftand very littlein need of Afiftance.

; ‘Fherg
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202 The HisTORY of > Book 1.

There are a Sort of Heroes who are fuphoied to
be determined in'their chufing ‘or avoiding a Con-
fli&, by the Character and Behaviour of the Perfon
whom they ate to engage. Thefe arc faid to know
their Men, and Fones, Ibelieve, knew his Wo-
man 3 for tho’ he had been fo fubmiffive to hur, he
was no'fooner attacked by Her Hufband, than he
demonflrated an immediate Spirit of Réfentment,
and enjoined him Silence under a very fevete Pe-
nalty i no lefs'than that, 1ithink,*of being con-
verted into Fuel for his own Fire. :

The Hulband, with great Indignation, but
with a Mixture of Pity, anfwered, ¢ You muft
¢ pray firft to be made able'; Ibelieve I am a

‘€ better Man thanyourfelf; ay, every Way, tlj;it
““Tam; and prefently procecded to difcharge

half a dozen. Whores at the Lady above Stairs,
the Taft which had fcarce iflued from his Lips,
when a fwinging, Blow from the Cudgel that
Fones carried in his Hand, aflaulted him over the
Shoulders. ; '

It is a Queftion whether the Landlord or the
Landlady was the moft expeditious in returning
this Blow. My Landlord, whofe Hands were
empty, fell to with his Fift, and the good Wife,
uplifting her Broom, and aiming at the Head of
“ones, had probably putan immediate End to the
Fray, and to fornes likewife, had not the Defcent
of this Broom béén prevented,---not by the mi-
raculous Tntervention of any Heathen Deity, but
by a very natural, tho’ fortunate Accident ; iz
by the Arrival of Partridge ; who entered the
Houfe at that Inftant (for Fear had caufed him to
run every Step from the Hill) and who, feeing
the Danger which threatned his Mafter, or Com-

panion, (which you chufe to call him) prevented
{o fad a Cataftrophe, by catching hold of the -
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Landlady’s Arm, as it was brandifhed aloft in the
Air.

The Landlady foon perceived the Impediment
which prevented her Blow ; and being unable to
refcue het Arm from'the Hands of Partridge, the
let fall the Broom 3 and then leaving Fones to the
Difcipline of her Hufband, fhe fell ' with the ut-
moft Fury on that poor Fellow, who had already
given fome Intimation of himfelf, by crying,
¢ Zounds! do youintend to killmy Friend?’

Partridee, though not much addiéted to Bat-
tle, would not however -ftand fill when his
Friend was attacked’; nor was he much difpleafed
with that Part of the Combat which fell to his
Share: He therefore returned my Landlady’s
Blows asfoon as he received them ; and now'the
Fight was obftinately maintained on zll Parts;
and it feemed doubtful to which Side Fortune
would incline, when the naked Lady, who had
Liftned at the Top of the Stairs to the Dialogue
which preceded the Engagement, defcended fud-
denly from above, and without weighing the un-
fair Inequality of two to one, fell upon the poor
Woman who was ' boxing with Partridge; nor
did that great Champion defift, but rather redoub-
led his Fury, when he found frefh Succours were
arrived to his Affiftance.

Viory muft now have fallen to the Side of
the Travellers (for the braveft T'roops muft yield
to Numbers) had not Sufan the Chambermaid
comé luckily to fupport her Miftrefs. This Sufan
was as two-lianded a Wench (according to the
Phrafe) as any in the Country, and would, I
believe, have beat the famed Zhale/fris herfelf, or
any of her fubjet Amazons 3 for her Form was
robuft and manlike, and cvery way made for fuch
Encounters, Asher Hands and Arms were formed

Lo




204 The History of Bool IX_

to giveBlows with great Mifchief toan Enemy, fo
was hier; Face as well contrived to receive Blows
without any great Injury to herfelfi: Her Nofe
being already flat to her Face 5 her Lips were {o
large, that no Swelling could be perceived.in them,
and moreover they were fo hard that a Fift could
hardly make any Impreffion on them.. Laftly, her
Cheek-Benes ftood out, as if Nature had intended
them for two Baftions ta defend her Eyes in thofe
Encounters for which fhe feemed fo well calcu~
lated, and to.which fhe was moft wonderfully.
well inclined.

This fair Creature entering the Field of Battle,.
immediately filed tothat Wing where her Mif-
trefs maintained: fo unequal a Fight with one of
either Sex.  Here {he prefently challenged Por-
ipidge to fingle Combat. He accepted the Chal-
lenge, and a moft defperate Fight began between
th_cm.

Now the Dogs of War being letloofe, began
to; lick their bloody Lips ; now Victory with
Golden- Wings hung hovering in the Air; Now
Fortune taking her Scales ffom her Shelf, began
to weigh the Fates.of Tom Fones, his Female
Companion,. and Partridge, againft the Land-
lord, his Wife, and Maid ;. all which hung in
exact Ballance before her; whena good-natured.
Accident put fuddenly an. End. to the bloody
Fray, with which half of. the Combatants had:
already fufficiently feafted. This Accident was
the Arrival of a Coach and four; upon which my
Landlord and Landlady immediately defifted from
fichting, and at their Entreaty obtained the fame -
Favour of their Antagonifts ; but Sufan was not
fo kind to Pariridge 5 for that Amazomian Fair
having overthrown and beftrid her Enemy, was
now cuffing him luftily with both her Hands,
with-.
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without any Regard to his Requeft of a Ceflation
of Arms, or to thofe loud Exclamations of Mur-
der which he roared forth.

No fooner, however, had Fones quitted the
Landlord, than he flew to the Refcue of hisdefeated
Companion, from whom he with much Difficulty
drew offthe enraged Chambermaid ; but Parrridge
was not immediately fenfible of his Deliverance ;
for he ftill lay flat on the Floor, guarding'his Face
with his Hands, nor did he ceafe roaring till Fones
had forced him to look up, and to perccive that
the Battle was at an End. ’

The Landlord who had no vifible Hurt, and
the Landlady hiding her well feratched Face with'
her Handkerchief, ran both haftily to tie Door
to attend the Coach, from which a  young Lady
and her Maid now alighted. Thefe the Landlady-
prefently ufhered into that Room where Mr. Fones
had at firft depofited his fair Prize, asit was the
beft Apartment inithe Houfe. Hither they were
obliged to pafs through the Field of Battle, which
they did with the utmoft “Hafte, covering theix
Faces with their Handkefchiefs, as defirous to
avoid the Notice of any one. Indeed their Cau-
tion was quite unneceffary + For the poor unfor-
tunate Flelen, the fat:l Caufe of all the Bloodfhed,
was entirely taken up in endeavouring to conceal
her own Face, and “Fones was no lefs occupied in
refeuing Partridge from the Fury of 8zfzn ; which
being happily effeéted, the poor Feliow imme-
diately departed to the Pump to wafh his Face,
and to ftopthat bloody Torrent which Su/an had
plentifully fet a flowing from his Noftrils.
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