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which he had before this T'ime received fome Re-
bukes from Fenes, who always expreft great Bit-
ternefs againft any Mifbehaviour to the fair Part
of the Species, who, if confidered, he faid, as
they ought to be, in the Light of the deareft
Friends, were to be cultivated, honoured, and

“carefled with the utmoft Love and Tendernefs 3
Lu’, if regarded as Enemies, were a Congueft of
which a Man ought rather to be athamed than to
value himfelf upon it.

C, HuAsR. 46V
A fhort Account of the Hiflory of Myrs. Miller.

/O NS this Day eat a pretty good Dinner for
/ afickMan, thatis to fay, the larger Half of

Shoulder of Mutton. In the Afternoon he re-
ceived an Invitation from Mrs. Miller to drink
Fea: For that good Woman having learnt, either
by Means of Partridse, or by fome other Means
natural or fupernatural, that he had a Connec-
tion with Mr. Alfwsrthy, could not endure the
"Thoughts of parting with him in an angry Man-
ner.

Fones accepted the Invitation ; and no fooner
was the Tea-kettle removed, and the Girls fent
out of the Room, than the Widow, without
much) Preface, 1began as follows: ¢ Well, there
¢ are very furprizing Things happen in thisWorld;
¢ but.certainly it is a, wonderful Bufinefs, that I
¢ fhould have a Relation of Mr. Alwerthy in my
¢. Houfe, and never know any Thing of the Mat-
ter. Alas! Sir, you little imagine what a Friend
¢ that beft of Gentlemen hath been to me and
¢ mine. Yes, Sir, I am not athamed to own it
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it is owing to his Goodnefs, that I did not long
fince perith for Want, and leave my poor little
Wretches, two deftitute, helplefs, friendlefs
Orphans, to the Care, or rather to the Cruelty
of the World.
¢ You muft know, Sir, though I am now re-
duced to get my Living by letting Lodgings, I
was bornand bred a Gentlewoman, My Fa-
ther was an Officer of the Army, and died ina
confiderable Rank : But he lived up to his Pay ;
and as that expired with him, his Family, at
his Death, became Bezgars. We were three
Sifters.  One of us had the good Luck to die
foon after of the Small-pox: A Lady was fo
kind as to take the fecond out of Charity, as
fhe faid, to wait upon her. The Mother of
this Lady had been a Servant to my Grandmo-
ther ; and having inherited a vaft Fortune from
her Father, which he had got by Pawnbroking,
was married to aGentleman of great Eftate and
Fafhion. She ufed my Sifter fo barbarouflys
often upbraiding her with her Birth and Pover-
ty, calling her in Derifion a Gentlewoman, that
I believe fhe at length broke the Heart of the
poor Girl. In fhort, fhe likewife died with-
in 2 T'welvemonth after my Father. " Fortune
thought proper to provide better for me, and
within 2 Month from his Deceafe I was mar-
ried to a Clergyman, who had been my Lover
a long Time before, and who had been very
ill-ufed by my Father on that Account: For
though my poor Father could not give any of
us a Shilling, yet he bred us up as delicately,
confidered us, and would have had us confider
ourfelves as highly, as if we had been the rich-
eft Heirefles. But my dear Hufband forget'all
¢ this
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this Ufage, and the Moment we were become
fatherlefs, he immediately renewed his Addreffes
to me fo warmly, that I, who always liked,
and now more than ever efteemed him, foon
comply’d.  Five Years did I live in a State of
perfect Happinefs with that beft' of Men, “till
at lak—Oh! cruel, cruel Fortune that ever {e-
parated us, that deprived me of the kindeft of
Hufbands, and my poor Gitls of the tendereft
Parent.—O my poor Girls! you never knew
the Blefling which ye loft.—TI am athamed, Mr,
¢ Fanes, of this womanith Weaknefs; but I {hall
¢ never mention him without Tears,’—¢ I ought
¢ rather, Madam,’ faid Fones, ¢'to be afhamed
that 1 do not accompany you,’—¢ Well, Sir,”
continued fhe, ¢ I was now left a fecond T'ime
¢ in a much worfe Condition than before 3 be-
¢ fides the terrible Affliction I was to encounter,
= I had now two Children to provide for; and
¢ was, if poflible,’more pennylefs thanever, when
¢ that great, that good, that glorious Man, Mr,
= Altwerthy, who had fome little Acquaintance
¢ with'my Hufband, accidentally heard of niy Di-
¢ ftrefs, and immediately writ this Letter to me.
¢ Here, Sir,—hereitis; I putitinto my Pocket
“to fhew it you. This is the Letter, Sir; 1
¢ muft and will read it to you,
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“

¢ Madam,
¢« ¥ Heartily condole with you on your late
= gievous Lofs, which your own goed Senfe,
“¢ and the excellent Leflons you muft have learnt
¢ from the worthiclt of Men, will better enable
¢ you to bear, than any Advice which I am ca-
‘¢ pable of giving, Nor have I any Doubt that
¢ you, whom I have heard to be the tendereft of

Cz ¢ Mo-
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¢« Mothers, will f{uffer any immodecrate Indul-
¢ oence of Grief to prevent you from difcharg-
¢¢ 1ng your Duty to thofe poor !nfants, who now
¢¢ alone ftand in Need of your ' endernefs.

¢ However, as you muft be fuppofed at pre-
¢¢ fent to be incapable of much worldly Confide-
<¢ ration, you will pardon my baving ordered a
¢ Perfon to wait on you, and to pay you T wenty
¢¢ Guineas, which I beg you will accept ’till I
¢¢ have the Pleafure of fecing you, and believe
$¢ me to be, Madam, &¢.”

¢ ‘This Letter, Sir, I received within a Fort-
night after the irreparable Lofs I have men-
tioned, and withina Fortnight afterwards, Mr.
Allwaoriby,— the blefied Mr., Allwerthy, came to
pay me a Vifit, when be placed me in the Houfe
where you now fee me, gave me a large Sum
of Money to furnifh it, and fettled an Annuity
of sc/l a Year upon me, which I have con-
ftantly received ever fince.  Judge then, Mr,
Fones, in what Regard I muft hold a Benefac-
tor, to whom I owe the Prefervation of my
Life, and of thofe dear Children, for whofe
Sake alone my Life is valuable.— Do not, there-
fore, think me impertinent, Mr. Fones, (fince
I muft efteem one for whom I know Mr, 4//-
werthy hath fo much Value) if I beg you not
to converfe with thefe wicked Women.. You
are a young Gentleman, and do not know half
their artful Wiles. Do not be angry with me,
Sir, for what I fuid upon account of my Houfe ;
you muft be fenfible it would be the Ruin of
my poor dear Girls. Befides, Sir, you cannot
¢ but be acquainted, that M, Alfwerthy himfelf
¢ would
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would never forgive my conniving at fuch
Matters, and particularly with you.’

¢ Upon my Word, Madam,” faid Fones, ¢ you
need make no farther Apology; nor do Lin the
Jeaft take any Thing ill you have faid : But give
me Leave, as no one can have moreValue than
myfelf for Mr. Allworthy, to deliver you from
one Miftake, which, perhaps, would not be
altogether for his Honour : I do aflure you, I
am no Relation of his.’

¢ Alas! Sir,” anfwered the, ¢ I know you are
not. I know very well who you are ; for Mr.
Allwaorthy hath told me 21l : But I do affure you,
had you been twenty Times his Son, he could
not have exprefled more Regard for you, than
he hath often exprefled in my Prefence. You
need not be afhamed, Sir, of what you are; I
promife you no good Perfon will efteem you
the lefs on that Account. No, Mr. Fozes 3
the Words ¢ difhonourable Birth’ are Nonfenfe,
as my dear dear Hufband ufed to fay, unlefs the
Word ¢ difhonourable’ be applied to the Parents;
for the Children can derive no real Difhonour
from an A& of which they are intirely inno-
cent.’ ;

Here Fones heaved a deep Sigh, and then faid,
Since I perceive, Madam, you really do know
me, and Mr. Allwsrthy hath thought proper to
mention my Name to you; and fince you have
been fo explicit with me as to your own Af-
fairs, I will acquaint you with fome more Cir-
cumftznces concerning myfelf.” And thefe

Mrs. Miller having exprefled great Defire and
Curiofity to hear, he began and related to her his
whole Hiftory, without once mentioning the
Name of Sophia.

Cis There
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There isa Kind of Sympathy in honeft Minds,
by Means of which they give an ealy Credit to
each other. Mrs. Millsr belicved all which Fones
told her to'be true, and expreft much Pity and
Concern for him. She was beginning to com-
ment on the Story, but Fomes intcrrupted her :
Yor as the Hour of Affignation now drew nigh,
he began to flipulate for a fecond Interview with
the Lady that Evening, which he promifed fhould
be the laft at her Houle; fwearing, at the fzine
Time, that the was one of great Diftin&tion, and
that nothing but what was intirely innacent was
to pals between them ; and I do firmly believe he
intended to keep his Word.

Mrs. Miller was at length prevailed on, and
Fomes departed to his Chamber, where he fat alone
till ‘T'welve o’Clock, but no Lady Bellaflon ap-
peared.

As we have faid that this Lady had a great
Afteétion for Fones, and as it muft have appeared
that fhe really had fo, the Reader may perhaps
wonder at the firft Failure of her Appointment,
as {he apprehended him to be confined by Sick-
nefs, a Seafon when Friendfhip feems moft te
require fuch Vifits.  This Behaviour, therefore,
in the Lady, may, by fome, be condemned as
unnatural ;- but that is not our Fault; for ous
Bufinefs is only to record Truth,
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