Landesbibliothek Oldenburg

Digitalisierung von Drucken

The History Of Tom Jones, A Foundling

In Four Volumes

Fielding, Henry
London, 1750

Chap. VIII. What passed between Jones and old Mr. Nightingale, with the
Arrival of of a Person not yet mentioned in this History.

urn:nbn:de:gbv:45:1-893

Visual \\Llibrary



Ch.8. »4 FOUNDLING., 43

it might be eafier to reconcile him to the Fa&t
after it was dones and, lupon' ' my Honour; 1
¢ am fo affeéled with what you have fuid, and T
¢ love my Nancy fo paflionately, I almof’c wilh
¢ it was done, whatever might be the Confe-
¢ quence.’

Fones greatly approvc'd the Hint, and promifed
to purfue it. They then feparated, Nightingale

to vifit his Naneys and Fones: in queft of the old
Gentleman.

CrH=A P. 'V,

W hat pafled between Jones and ald M. Nightin<

gale 3 with the Arrival of a [‘u_{m mr m.' me=
tioned.in this Hiflory,

Otwithftanding the Sentiment of the Remuan
Satirift, which denies the Divinity of For-
tune, and the Opinion of Seneca to the fame Pur-
pofe;; Giceroy who wasy I believe, a wifer Man
than either of thuu, exprefly holds.the contrary
and certain it is,  there-are fume: Incidents in Ln
{o very firange and unaccountable, that it feems
to require more than human Skill and Forefight
in producing them. :

Of this Kind was what now hz appened to }‘ nes,
who found M. ]\"ig/uwl(z: thelelder in fo critic: ?1
a Minute, that Forrune, jf the: was really worthy
all the W.orlhip fhe, received at Kome, could not
have contrived fuch another. In fhore, the old
Gentleman and the Father of the young Lady
whom he. intended for his Sen, had been hard: at
it for many Hours; and the latter was juft now
gone, and had left-the former, delighted with the
‘Thoughts, that he had fugceeded in a long Cdn-

tention,
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tention,  which ‘had been between the two Fa-
thers of the future Bride and Bridegroom ; in
which both endeavoured to over-reach the other,
and,. as it not rarely happens in fuch Cafes, both
had retreated fully fatisfied of having obtained the
Viétory.

This Gentleman whom Mr. Fanes now vifited,
was what they call a Man of the World ; that is
to fay, a Man who dire@s his Condu& in this
World, as one who being fully perfuaded there is
no other, is refolved to make the moft of this.
In his early Years he had been bred toTrade ; but
having acquired a very good Fortune, he had
lately declined his'Bufinefs ;' or, to fpeak more
properly, had changed it from dealing in Goods,
to dealing only in Money, of which he had al-
ways a plentiful Fund ‘at Command, and of
which he knew very well how to make a very
pientiful Advantage, fometimes of the Neceflio
ties of private Men, and fometimes of thofe of
the Public. - He' had irdeed ‘converfed fo entirely
with Money,: ‘that it ‘may be almof doubted,
whether he imagined there was' any other Thing
really exifting in'the World + This at leaft may
be certainly averred; that he ﬁrmly believed no-
thing elfe to have any real Value.

‘The Reader will, I fincy, allow, that Fortune
could not have culled out 4 more improper Perfon
for Mr. Fones to: attack with any Probability of
Suacefs; nor could the whimfical Lady have'di-
fected this Attack at a more unfeafonable Time.

As Money then 'was always uppermoft in this
Crentleman’s Thoughtss o the' Moment he faw
a Stranger within his Doors, ‘it immediately oc-
curred 'to his Imagination, that fuch Stranger was
cither ceme to bring him Money, or to fetéh it

! from
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from him. And according as one or other of
thefe Thoughts prevailed, he conceived a favour-
able or unfavourable Idea of the Perfon who ap-
proached him.

Unluckily for Fones, the latter of thefe was the
Afcendant at prefent 5 for as a young Gentleman
had vifited him the Day before, witha Bill from
his Son for a Play Debt, ' he apprehended; at the
firfk Sight of ones, that he was come on fuch
another Errand.  Funes therefore had no fooner
told him, that he was come on his Son’s Account,
than the old Gentleman, being confirmed in his
Sufpicion, burft forth into an Exclamatmn, ¢ That
¢ he would lofe his Labour.” ¢ Isit then pofli-
¢ ble, Sir, an{'wered Fones, that you can guc{é
¢ my Buofines?” If I do guefs it,” replied the
other, ¢ I 'repeat again to you, you wr]l lofe yout
¢ Labour. What, I fuppofe you are one of thofe
¢ Sparks who lead my Son into" all thofe Scenes
g of Riot and Debauchery, which will be his
¢ Deftruction ; but I fhall piy no more of his
¢ Bills T promife you, I expe& he will quit all
¢ fuch’ Company for the future:. If I had ima-
¢ gined otherwife,! I fhould not have' provided a
¢ Wife for him ; for I would be inftrumental in
¢ the Ruinof “mo Body.” . ¢ How, Sir,” faid
Fonesy ¢ and was this Lady of your providing ?*
Pray, Sir,” anfwered the old (xcntleman, ¢how
comes-it to be any Concern of yoursi!’—¢ Nay,
dear Sir,> l’LleLd 70114, ¢ be not offénded that
I mtere& myfelf in what regards your Son’s
Happinefs, for whom I have fo great an [Ho-
nour and Value. It was upon that very Ac-
¢ count I came to wait upon you. I can’t ex-
¢ prefs -the Satisfa&tion’ you' have given:me: by
¢ what you fay; for I do aflure.you your Son is

¢ a Perfon
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a Perfon for whom I have the higheit Honour.
—Nay, Sir, it isnot ealy to exprefs the Efteem
I have for you, who could be fo generous, fo
good, fo kind, fo indulgent to provide fuch a
Match for: your Son ; a Woman who, I dare
fwear; will make him one of the happieft Men
¢ upon Earth.’

There is fcarce any thing which fo happily in-
troduces Men tor our good . Liking, as having
conceived fome Alarm at their firft Appearance s
when once thofe Apprehenfions begin to vanith,
we foon forget the Fears which they occafioned,
and look on ourfelves as indebted for our prefent
Eafe, to thofe:very Perfons who at firlt rais’d our
Fears.

¢ Thus it happened: to Nightingale, who no
fooner found that Fames had no Demand on him,
as be fufpected, than he began to be pleafed with
his - Prefence. = ¢ Pray; good Sir, - faid he, be
< pleafed to fit down. 1 do not remember to
have ever had the Pleafure of feeing you: ibe-
¢.fore; but if | youare a Friend of my Son,! and
have any thing to:fay concerning this: young
¢ Lady, 1 fhall be glad to hear you., . As 'to her
¢ making him  happy, it will. be his own Fault if
fhe doth not. 1 have difcharged -my:Duty, in
taking  Care: of the main Article.. She ‘will
bring, ‘him: a: Fortine: capable | of ‘making any
¢ reafonabley prudent; fober Man happy.’ ¢ Un-
doubtedly, cries: Fonmes; for fhe is in herfelf, a
Fortune 3 fo beautiful, {o genteel, {o fweet-
¢ tempered, and! fo- well educated 5 fhe is indeed
a moft accomplithed young Lady; fings ad-
mirably well, and hath a moft delicate: Hand
¢ ‘at: the Harplichord. « ¢-1 did not know any . of
¢ thefe' Matters, anfwered the old Gentleman,
¢ for

O T T S N

-

~

"o

"

"~

L

) 2



») A &

Ch.8.. e FOUNDLENG. 49

for I hever faw the Lady:; 'but I do wotilike her
thelworfe for what you tell ‘me j-andI am the
better pleaféd with ‘her Father.for ot laying
any' Strefs on- thefe Qualifications iniour “Bar=
gain. I fhallalways. think it/ a’ Prooflof his
Underftanding. A filly Fellow swould: have
brought in thefe Articles as an' Additien to et
Fortuney but to' give him ¢his 'due;the never
mentioned any - fuch Matter ; though/to 1)(. fure
they are no Dl{p’xmgemcnts toa Waman2 ¢ I
do aflure you, Sir, cries Fomes, fhe-hath ‘them
all in the moft eminent Degrée ¢« For: imy Part 1
own I'was afraid yowmight have been a little
bacleward, a little lefs mcllmd to the! Natech*:
For your Son told-me you'had-inever feén the
Lady ; ‘therefore I came, Siry in ‘that Cafe, to
entreat vou, to conjure you, as youvvalue'thé
¢ Happinefs of your S'n, not to-bé averfe'to’ his
¢ Match ‘with a Woman who'hath! not only “all
¢ the grod Qualities I have mentionéd," but many
<iimore.’=-==¢""If -that ‘was your Buﬁnefa, Sir,”
faid the old Gentlenman,’ ¢ we ‘are both obliged
“ to you ; and you  may be perfectly eafy 5 foi I
< glve you 'my “Word T ‘was very well fatisfied
¢ with her “Fortune.” ¢ Sir,” anfwered *Fones, 1
¢ henour you' every Moment miofe and -mére.
“To be fo eaﬁiy fatisfied, fo'very -moderate on
“cth t Account, is‘af Proof of the Setindnefs: of
¢ your Underftanding, -as well 4s''the Noblenefs
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< of your Mind?-io-¢ Not fo! very “moderate,
¢ young Gentleman; not fo’ very'moderate,” an-
fwered the Father.'-i= ¢ Still “more and more

¢ noble, ‘replied 70;“;, and “give ‘me'Leave (o
¢ add, fenfible ;: For fure it i little lefs than Mad -
¢ nefs to confider Money as thefole: Foundation
¢ of Happinefs. - Such a-"Woman -as’this “with

Vor.1V. D ¢ her
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¢ her little, her nothing of a Fortune.’—¢ I find,
¢ cries the old Gentleman, you have a pretty juft
¢ Opinion of Money, my Friend, or elfe you
¢.are better acquainted with the Perfon of the
¢ Ladyithan with her Circumftances. Why pray,
¢ what Fortune do you: imagine this Lady to
¢ have P’---¢ What Forutne ? cries Fones, why
¢ too contemptible a one to be named for your
<. Son. Well, well, well, faid the other; per-
¢ haps he might have done better.”—¢ That I
¢ deny, faid Fones, for the is one of the beft of
¢ Women.” ¢ Ay, ay, but in Point of For-
¢ tune 1 mean——anfwered the -other.— And
< yet as to that now, how much do you imagine
¢ your-Friend isto'have ¥—¢ How much, cries
¢ Fonesy how mueh | —Why at the utmoft; per-
¢ haps; 200/° ¢ Do you mean to banter me,
¢ young Gentleman? faid the Iather a little
¢ angry.’—*¢ No, 'upon my Soul, .anfwered Fores,
¢ Jam in'Barneft 5 nay [ believe I have gone to
< the utmoft ‘Farthing.  If1do the-Lady anln-
¢ jury, I afk her Pardon.’ ¢,Indeed you do,
¢ cries the Father. I am certain fhe hath fifty
¢ Times that Sum, and the fhall produce fifty
¢ to that, before I confent that fhe fhall marry my
¢.Son. ¢ Nay, faid Fones, it is too. late ‘to
¢ talk .of Confent now~If fhe bad not fifty
¢ Farthings: your Son is married.’—¢ My Son
¢ married | anfwered. the old Gentleman with
¢ Surprize. ¢ Nay, faid Fomes, 1 thought you
¢ was unacquainted with it.’---¢ My Son married
¢ to Mifs. Harris I anfwered. he again’--<¢ To
¢ Mifs Harris ! faid Fones 5 noy Sir, to Mifs Narcy
< Miller, the Daughter of Mrs. Miller, at whofe
¢ Houfe he lodged ;. ayoung Lady, \who, though
¢ her Mother isreduced to let Lodgings’--+¢ Are

¢ you
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¢ you bantering, or are you in Earneft ¥ cries
the Father with a moft folemn Voice., ¢ In-
deed, Sir, anfwered Fones, I fcorn the Charatter
of a Banterer. I came to you in moft ferious
Earneft, . imagining, as I, find true, that your
Son had never dared acquaint you with a Match
{fo much inferior to him in Point of Fortune, tho’
the Reputation of the Lady will fuffer it no
longer to remain a Secret.’

While the Father ftood like one ftruck fudden-
ly dumb at this News, a Gentleman came into the
Room, and faluted him by the Name, of Bro-
ther. g ‘

But though thefe two were in Confanguinity
fo nearly related, they were in their Difpofitions
almoft the Oppofites to each other. The Bro-
ther who now arrived had likewife been bred to
Trade, in which he no fooner faw himfelf worth
6000 /- than he purchafed a fmall Eftate with the
greateft Part-of it, and retired into the Country 3
where he married the Daughter ofan unbeneficed
Clergyman; a young Lady who, though fhe had
neither Beauty nor Fortune, had recommended her-
felf to his Choice, entirely by her good Humour,
of which fhe poflefled a very large Share,

With this Woman he had, during twenty-five
Years, lived a Life more refembling the Model
which certain Poets afcribe to the Golden Age,
than any of thofe Patterns which are furnifhed by
the prefent Times, By her he had four Children,
but none of them arrived at Maturity except only
one, Daughter, whom in vulgar Language he
and his Wife had fpoiled ; that is, had educated
with the utmoft 'I'endernefs and Fondnefs ; which
fhe returned to fuch a Degree, that fhe had
actually refufed a very extraordinary Match with

D2 a
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a (Gentleman a little turned of ' forty, becaufethe
could not bring ‘herfelf to ‘part with her Parents.
The young Lady whom Mr. Nightingale had
intended, for his Son ‘was a near Neighbour of his
Brother, and an Acquaintance’ of his Niece ; and
in reality it was upon the Account of his projg&—
¢d Match, that he was now come to T'own ;
1ot mdeed to forward, but to difluade his Brother
from a Purpofe which he conceived would ifievi-
tably ruin his Nephew; for he forefaw no other
?“'\’(_nt from a Union with Mifs Harris, notwith-
mde the Largenefs of her Fortune, as néither
er Perfon nor Mind feemed to him to promife
.my Kind of mattiménial Felicity ; forfhe ' wasvery
tall, very thin, very ugly, very affeCted, very
filly, and very ill-natured.

His Brother therefore no fooner mentioned 'the
Marriage of his Nephew with Mifs Adiller, than
he expreft the utmoft Satisfaction; and when the
Father had very 'bitterly reviled 'his Son,” ahd
pronotniced Sentence of Beggary tipon” him, ‘the
Uncle began'in the following Manner.

¢ If you was a little coolér, Brother, T wml!d
fk )ou whether you love your Son for' his
Sake, or for your own. You would anfwer,
¢ T fuppofe, and fo I fuppofe you think, for his
¢ Sake ; and doubtlefs 1t'is his Happinefs which
¢ you'intended in the Marriage you propofed for
& him, :

¢ Now, Brother, to preferibe Rules of 'Hap-
¢ pinefs to othcrs, hath always appeared to me
¢ very abfurd, and to infift on doing this very
¢ tyrannical. ‘Tt is a vulgar Error I know ; but
¢ icis neverthelgfs an’ Error, ' And if this be ab-
¢ furd in other Things, itis mof?:ly fo in'the Af-
¢ ‘fair of Marriage, the Happinefs of Whlc.l de=

Pl.’l ds
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% pends entirely on the Affection which fubfifts
.between the Parties.

¢ I have therefore always thought it wnrealon-
able in Parents to defire to chufe for their
Children on this Occafion; finceto force Af-
fection isan impoffible Attempt; nay, fo much
doih Loveabhor Force, that I know not whether
; through an unfortunate but uncurable Perverf-
nefs in our Natures, it may not be even im-
patient, of Perfuafign.

¢ It.is, however, true, that though a Parent
will not, I think, wife¢ly prefcribe, he ought
to be confultcd on this Occafion ; and in Stri&-
nefs perhaps fhould at leaft' have a negative
Voice: My Nephew therefore, I own, in
marrying without afking your Advice, hath
been guilty of a Fault. But honeftly fpeaking,
Brother, have you not a little. promoted thlS

, Eault ?. Have not, your frequent, Declarations

3 ! _
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of your I\thra' whefe there was any De-
ficiency in Pomt of Fortune ? nay, doth not
¢ your prefent Alwer arife folcly from that De-
ficiency ? And if,be" hath failed in his Duty
¢ herey did- you not as much exceed that Au-
thority, when you abfolutely, bargained with
Him, for. a Woman without his hnowlcdue,
whom you yourfelf, never faw, and whom if
"you had feen and known as well as I, it muft
have been Madnefs in you, to have ever
thoughtof bringing her into your Family,
¢ Sell T own my I\Lphu\v in a Fault; but
fusely it is,not an unpardonable Hault: .. He
hath aéted indeed without your Conlfent, in a
Matter,in which he ought to hn(. afl cd it ;
but itis in a Matter in which his Inter
]) K] ¢ piifi-

‘|

e a o allaim

L W N S -~ L Ty ST N R N S

)

~ o




B4 The History of Book XIV,

principally concerned ; you yourfelf muft and
will acknowledge, that you' confulted his In-
tereft only, and if he unfortunately’ diffcred
from you, and hath béefi miftaken in his No-
tion of Happinefs, will you, Brother, if you
love your Son, carry him ftill wider from the
Point ? Will you increafe the ill Confequences
of his fimple Choice? Will you endeavour to
make an Event certain Mifery to him, which
may accidentally prove fo? Ina Word, Bro-
ther, becaufe he hath put it out of your Power
to make his Circumftances as affluent as you
would, ‘will you diftrefs them as much as “you
can ?’

By the Force of the true Catholick Faith, St.
Antony won vpon the Fifhes, Orpbeus' and Am-
phion went a little farther, and by the Charms of
Mufic enchanted Things merely inanimate;. Won-
derful ‘both ' But neither Hiftory nor Fable have
“ever yet ventured to record an Inftance of any
one, who by Force of Argument and Reafon
hath triumphed over habitual Avarice.

Mr. Nightingale, the Father, inftead of at-
tempting to anfwer his Brother, contented him-
felf with only ' obferving, that they bad always
differed in their Sentiments concerning the Edu-
cation of their Children.” ‘¢ I'wifh, faid he, Bro-
¢ ther, you would have confined your Care to
¢ your own Daughter, and never have troubled
¢ yourfelf with my Son, who hath, I believe, as
¢ Jittle profited by your Precepts, as by your
¢ Example:’ For young Nightingale was his
Uncle’s Godfon, and had lived more with him
than with his Father. So that the Uncle had
often declared, he loved his Nephew almoft
equally with his own Child,
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