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G HEA Pt
Too fhort to need a Preface,

THERE are a Set of Religious, or rather
- Moral Writers; who teach that Virtue
is the certain Road to Happinefs, and
Vice to Mifery, in this World. . A very whole-
fome and comfortable Do&trine, and to which we
have but one Objection, namely, That it is not
true.

Indeed, if by Virtue thefe Writers mean the
Exercife of thofe Cardinal Virtues, which like
good Houfe-wives ftay at home, and mind only
the Bufinefs of their own Family, I fhall very
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readily concede the Point; For fo furely do- all
thele contribute. and. lead -to -Happineis; that I
could almoft wifh, in Violation of all the antient
and ;modern Sages, ito call them rather by the
Name of Wifom, "than’by that of Virtue : For
with Regard to this Life, no Syftem, I conceive,
was. ever wifer than, that.of the antient.Ep curegns,
whdi held “this. Wifdom' to conftitute the chief
Good 5 nor fooliber than that of their Oppofites,
thofe modern. Epicures, who place all Felicity in
the abundant Gratification of every fenfual Ap-
petite.

Butif by Virtue is meant (as I almofk think it
ought) a certain relative Quality, which is al-
ways bufying itfelf without Doors, and feems as
much interefted in purfuing the Good of others
as its own ; I cannot fo eafily agree that this is
the fureft Way to human Happinefs ; becaufe I
am afraid we muft then include Poverty and Con-
tempt, with all the Mifchiefs which Backbiting,
Envy, and Ingratitude can bring on Mankind, in
our Idea of Happinef§; nay, fom:times perhaps
we fhall be obliged to wait‘upon the faid Happi-
nefs toa Goal ; fince many by the above Virtue
havg brought themfelves thither.

I have not now Leifure to enter upon fo-Jarge.
a Ficld of Speculation, ashere feems opening up-
on me; my Defign was to wipe off a Do&rine
that lay in my Way ; fince while Mr. Fones was
acling the moft virtuous Part imaginable in labour-
ing to preferve his Fellow-creatures from Deftruc-
tion, the Devil, or fome other evil Spirit, one,
perhaps cloathed in human Flefh, was hard at
Work to make him completely miferable in the
Ruin of his Sgphia,

Thl's:
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