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i1 This therefore would feem an Exception to the
above Rule, if:indeed it/ wasa Rule s butas we
have in our Voyage: through ' Life feen fo ‘many
«other Exceptions: to it, 'we chufe to difpute the
Doétrine onn which itis founded, which we don’t
apprehend to be Chriftian, whiclh we' are con-
vinced  is! not'true, and which is indeed deftruc-
tive of one of the nobleft Arguments that Reafon
alone can furnith for the Belief of Immortality.
But as the Reader’s Curiofity (if he hath any)
mult be now awake, and hungry, we fhall pro-
vide to feed it as. faft as weican.

EPHICAp: S
dn which isopened; @ wery black Defign againft
Sophia. !

: 1 Rememberawile old Gentleman, who ufed tor

fay, ¢ When Childrenare doing Nothing, they
“nare doing Mifchief.” I will not enlarge this
quaint Saying to the moft beautiful Part of the
Creation in general ; but fo far I may be allowed,
that when-the Effe@ts: of female Jealoufy do not
appear openly in their proper Colours of Rage agid
Funyy wemay fufpeét that mifchievous Paflion to
be at work: privately, and attempting to under-

mine, 'what it doth not attack above ground:
"This was exemplified 'in the Conduét of Lady
<Bellaffony who, undet - allithe Smiles which fhe
iwore in her Codintenance, concealed much Indig-
mation-againf Sophia s and as fhe plainly faw, ‘that
this-young Lady ftood between her ‘and' the full
Indulgenceof her Defires, the'refolved to get rid:
of her by fore Means or other 5 nor was it long
; before
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before a very favourable Opportunity of accom-
plithing 'this ‘prefented itfelf to her. . I
The Reader may be plealed to remember, tha
when 8:phia was thrown into that Conftérnation
at the Playboufe, by the Wit and' Humour of a
Set of young Gentlemen who call themfelves the
Town, we informied him, that {he had put her-
felf under the Prote@ion ofa yousig Nobleman,
who had very fafely conduéled her to her Chair.
This, Nobléman, who frequently vilited Lady
Bellafton, had more thanonce feen Sopbic there,
fince her Arrival.in'Town,''and had concesived 2
very great Liking to ber; which Liking, as Beau-
ty never looks more amiable than in Diftrefs, 8s-
phia had in this Fright fc encreafed, that he might

now,. without ‘any great Impropriety, be:faid to.

be a&tually in Love with her.

Tt may eafily be belicved, that he would not
fuffer fo handfome an Oécalion: of dmprovidg His
Acquaintance with the beloved Objeét as now of-
fered itfclf, to elapfe, when even (Goodibreeding
alone might! have prompted him' to pay -ber a
Vific, Jithig j .

T'he next Morning therefore, after this Acci-
dent, he waited on Sephia, with the ufual Com-
pliments, and Hopes that fhe had received: no
Harm from her laft Night’s Adventure.

As Love,, like Fire, when once thoroughly
kindled, isfoon blown intoa Flame ; Sophinina
very fhort Time completed her.Conqueft. . Time
now flew away unperceived, and the neble Lord
had been two Hours in Company with the Lady,
beforg it entered into his Head tliat he had .made
too longa Vifit. Though this Circumftance alone

would have alarmed Sephia, who was {bmewha‘

more a Miftrefs of Computation at prefent’§’ the
had
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had indeed much more pregnant Evidence from
the Eyes of her Lover of what paft within his
Bofom ;/'ray, though he did not make any open
Declaration of his Paffions yét many of his Ex~-
prefions ‘were rather'too warm, and too tender,
to have been. imputed to Complaifance, even in
the Age when fuch: Complaifance was in Faﬂ)io_n;
the very Reverfe of which is well known to be
the reigning Mode at prefent.

Lady Bellafton had been apprifed of his Lord-
thip’s: Vifit at his firft Arrival ; ‘and the Length of
it very wellfatisfied her; that Things went as fhe
wifhed, ‘and as indeed fhe had fufpected the fe-
cond Time the faw this young Couple together.
This ' Bufinefs fhe rightly, I think, concluded,
that the fhould by no! Means forward by mixing
in the Company' ‘while- they were together 3 fhe
therefore ordered” heri Servants, that when my
Lord was gaing, ' they. fhould tell him; fhe defired
tofpeak with. him ;' and empldyed the interme-
diate T'ime in meditating how beft to accomplifh
a Scheme which (he made no doubt but his Lord-
#hip would be very readily embrace the Execution
of: vt
Lord Fellamar (for that was the Title of this

syoung Nebleman) was no fooner introduced to

her Ladyfhipy than fhe attacked him in the follow-
ing Strain : ¢ Blefs me, my Lord, are you here
¢ yet? I thought my Servants had made a Mif-
¢ take, and let you go away ; and I wanted to fee
¢ you about an Affair of fome Importance.’-=---
¢ Indeed, Lady Bellaflon,’ faid he, ¢ I don’t
¢ swonder you are aftonifhed:at the Length of my
¢ Vifit: For I have ftaid above two Hours, and
¢ 1 did not think I had flaid above half a one.’—
¢ What amI to conclude from thence, my Lord ¥’

faid
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faid fhe; ¢'The Company muft be very agreeable
¢ which can make Time flide away {o very deceits
¢“fully.’—¢ Upon: my Horour,” faid ke, ¢ the
¢‘moft agreeable:I ever faw. Pray tell me,| La-
*.dy Bellafion, who-is this blazing, Star  which
“'you have produced among us all of a fudden }’
¢t What blazing Star, my Lord ?* faid fhe,
affedling a Surprize. ¢ I mean,’ faid he, ¢ the
¢ Lady I faw here the .other Day, whom I had
¢ laft Night id my Arms at the Play-houfe, and
© to whom I have been making that unreafonable
SONifit T2l <0 my Coufinl /7ftern I’ faid fhe,
¢ why that blazing Star, my Lord, is the Daugh-
¢ ter of a Country Booby Squire, and hath been
¢ in T'own abouta Fortnight, for the firft Time.’
¢ —Upon 'mySoul,” faid hey I fhould fweéar flie
¢ had been bred in'a‘Court; for befides her Beau-
¢'ty, Inever ffaw any (Thing {o genteel, fo fen-
¢ fible, fo politel’~¢ O brave I’ cries the Lady,
“ my Coufin hath you, ¥ find? — ¢ Upon my
¢ Honour,” an{wered fhe, ¢ I'wifh fhe had : For
¢ Tam in Love with her to Diftraction.’—¢ Nay,
¢ my Lord,” faid the, ¢itisnot wifhing yourfelf
¢ very ill neither, for fheis a very great Fortune:::
¢ I affure’ you fhe is'an/only! Child; and her Ta-
¢ ther’s Eftate is a good 3000 Z.':a Year!” < Then
“T can‘affure you, Madam,” anfwered the Lotd,
¢ T think her the beft Match in England.” ¢ In-
¢ deed, my Lord,” replied fhe, <if you like her,
* T heartily wifh you had her.” : If you-think
¢ fo kindly of me, Madam,’ faid he, “ asifhe is
¢/a Relation of yours, will you do'me’ the Hg®,
“ nour to propofe it to her Father 2 - ¢ Anduare
¢ you really then in earneft ?? criss the Lady,
with an affe&ed Gravity. ¢ I hope, Madam;’

anfwered he, ¢ ybu have a better Opinion of ine,

¢ than
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than toimagine I would jeft with: your Lady-
thip in an Affair of this Kind:” . ¢ Indéed then,®

faid the Lady, ¢ I will'moft readily propofe your

L3

a nA N AR 8RR

ih

N A N & AR A R

=
cr
£
<
ih
(4
[ 4
z

Lordhip te her Father ; and I can, [ believe,
aflure you of his joyful Acceptance of the Pro-

‘pofaly but there'is a Bar, which I am zlmoft

afhaimed to mention ; and yet it is ohe you wil
never be able to conquer.  You havera;Rival,
my Lord; and a Rival who; though{ bluth te
name him, mneither you, nor all the World will
cver be ablé'to conguer.” ¢ Wpon my Word;
Lady Bellafton,? cries he, ¢ you have ftruck a
Damp to' thy ' Heart, ‘which hath almoft de-

‘prived me of Being.’! ¢ Fie!! my Lord;? faid
he, ¢ I'fhould rather hope I'had ftruck Fireinto

you. ' A'Lover, ‘and talk 'of Damps ‘i your
Heart! T rather imagined you would have afked
your Rival’s Name, that you might have im-
mediately entered the Lifts with him.” ¢ I pro-
mife you, Madam,” anfwered he, ¢ thereare
very few Things I would not ‘undertake for
your charming Coufin : But pray: who is this
happy Man ? ’—¢ Why heis,” fuid:the, ¢ what
I'am forty to fay moft happy Men with us are,
one of the loweflt Fellows in the World. He
is a Beggar, a Baftard, a Foundling, a Féllow
in meaner Circumftances' than one of your
Lordfhip’s Footmen.” ¢ And iis ‘it ‘pofiible,’
ied he, ¢ that a young Creature with fuch Per-
feclions {bould think of - beffowing herfelf o
unworthily ¢ ‘Alas ! 'my ' Tiord,” !anfweréd
e, © confider the Country—the Bane of all
young Women is the Country. There they
learn'a Set of romantic Notions of Love, and T
know not what Folly, which ‘this Town and

"¢ good Company can {earce eradicate in'a whole
"\.‘ ¢ Winter.” ¢ Indeed, Madam,’  replied my
Lord,
-
A
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Lord, ¢ your Coufin is of teo immenfe a Value
¢ to be thrown away : Such Ruin as- this. mufk
be prevented.” ¢ Alas!’ cries the, ¢ my Lord,
how cin it be prevented ! "The Family have
already done all in their Power ; but the Girl
is, I think, intoxicated, and nothing lefs than
Ruin will content her. ' And to deal more o-
penly with you, T expect every Day to hear the
is' run away with him.” - ¢ What you tell me,
Lady Bellaftony’ -anfwered his Lordfhip, ¢ af-
fects me maft tenderly, and only raifes my
Compaffion inftead of leflening my Adoration
of your Coufin. - Some Medns muft be found
to preferve fo ineftimable a Jewel. - Hath your
Ladyfhip endeavoured to reafon with her ??
Here the Lady affe&ted a Laugh, and cried, ¢ My
dear Lord, fure you knovs us better than to talk
of reafoning a young Woman out of her Incli-
nations?  Thefe ineftimable Jewels are as deaf
as the Jewels they wear: Time, my Lord, Time
is the only. Medicine to cure their Folly. ; but
this is a Medicine, which I am certain the will
not take'; nay, Ilive inhourly Horrors on her
Account.- In fhort, nothing but violent Me-
thods will do.> ¢ What is to be done ? cries
my Lord, ¢ What Methods are to be taken {—
¢ Is there.any Method upon Earth ?——Oh ! Lady
¢ Bellafion ! thereis nothing which I would not
< undertake for fucha Reward.”—¢ I really know
¢ not,” anfwered the Lady, after a Paufe 3 and
then paufing again, fhe eried out,—¢ Upon my
¢ Soul, I am at my Wit’s End on this Girl’s
¢ Account.— [ffhe can be preferved, fomething
¢ muft be done immediately 3 and as I fay, no-
¢ thing but violent Methods will do, — If your
¢ Lordfhip hath really this. Attachment ito my

! & Coufin,
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Coufin, (and to do her Juftice, except in this
filly Inclination, of which fhe will foon fee her
Folly, the is every Way deferving) I think there
may be one Way, inded it is a very difagree-
able one, and what I am almoft afraid to think
of.——It requires a great Spirit, T-promife you.’
I'am not confeious, Madam,’ faid he, ¢ of
any Defect there s inor-am I, .1 hope, “fufpected
of any fuch.. It muft be an egregious Defect
indeed, which could make me backward on this
Occafion.’ | ¢ Nay, my Lord,” anfwered the,
I am far from doubting yon. . I am much more
inclined to daubtimy own Courage ;, for'I muft
run a.monftrous,Rifque. - In thort, I muft place
fuch a Confidence in your Honour as a wife

: Woman will fcarce ever jplace in.a Man: on any

Confideration.” .In this Point likewife my Lord

very, well fatisfied her; for his. Reputation was
extremely clear, and common Fame did him no
more than Juftice, in fpeakingwell of hims < Weell
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then,’ faid the, ¢ my,  Lord—iI I vow;: I
can’t bear the Apprehenfion of ity No, it mufk
not be.—At leait every other Method, thall be
tried.  Can youget rid of your Engagements,
and dine here to Day !  Your Lordthip |will
have an Opportunity: of ‘fecing a little more of
Mifs 77 eftern.~—I promifc you we have no Time

tolofe. Here will be no Body but Lady Beityy

and Mifs Eagle, .and Celongl HHanpfled, and
Tom Edwards.; they will all .gq-foon,—and T
{hall be at Home tonpo Body. “heniyour Lord-
thip may bea lictle more explicit. Nay; Iwill
contrive fome, Method to.convinee you cf her
Attachment to this Fellow.’, My Lord made

proper; Compliments, acgepted the Invitation, and
PEC P 3 GFERLEd L
then they parged to drefs, it being now paft threz;

in
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