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Fones followed her down Stairs, often offering
her his Hand, which fhe abfolutely refufed him,
and got into her Chair without taking any Notice
of him as he ftood bowing before her.

At his Return up Stairs, along Dialogue paft
between him and Mrs. Honour, while fhe was
adjufting herfelf after the Difcompofure fhe had
undergone. The Subje& of this was his Infi-
delity to her young Lady ; on which fhe enlarged
with great Bitternels; but Fones at laft found
means to reconcile her, and not only fo, but to
obtain a Promife of moft inviolable Secrecy, and
that fhe would the next Morning endeavour tg
find out Ssphia, and bring him a further Ac-
count of the Proceedings of the Squire.

Thus ended this unfortunate Adventure to the
Satisfaction only of Mrs. Honour; for a Secret
(as fome of my Readers will perhaps acknow-
ledge from Experience) is often a very valuable
Pofleffion ; and that not only to thofe who faith-
fully keep it, but fometimes to fuch as whifper it
about till it come to the Ears of every one, ex-
cept the ignorant Perfon, who pays for the fup-
pofed coricealing of what is publickly known,

C H AP VIL
Short and fueet,

Otwithftanding all the Obligations fhe had
received from Fones, Mrs, Miller could

not forbear in the Morning fome gentle Re-
monitrances for the Hurricane which had hap-
pened the preceding Night in bis Chamber.
Thefe were however fo gentle and fo friendly 3
profefling, and indeed truly, to aim at nothing;
&S more
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more than the real Good of Mr, Tones himfelf,
that he, far from being offended, thankfully re-
ceived the Admonition of the good Woman, ex-
prefled much Concern for what had paft, excufed
it as well ‘as he could, and promifed never more
to bring the fame Difturbances into the Houfe.

But though Mrs. Miller did not refrain from
a thort Expoftulation in private at their firft
meeting; yet the Occafion of his being fummoned
down Stairs that Morning was of a much more
agreeable Kind ; being indeed to perform the
Office of a Father to Mifs Nancy, and to give her
in Wedlock to Mr. Nightingale, who was now
ready dreft, and full 2s fober as many of my
Readers will think a Man ought to be who re-
ceives a2 Wife in fo imprudent a Manner.

And here perhaps it may be proper to account
for the Efcape which this young Gentleman had

made from his Uncle, and for his Appearance in
the Condition in which we have feen him the
Night before.

Now when the Uncle had arrived at his Lodg-
ings with his Nephew, partly to indulge his own

Inclinations (for he dearly loved his Bottle) and
rtly to difqualify his Nephew from the im-
Execution of his Purpofe, he ordered
o be fet on the Table 5 with which he {o
¥ ply’d the young Gentleman, that this lat-
ter; who, though not much ufed 1o Drinking,
i cteft it fo as to be guilty of Difobedience,
f Complaifance by refufing, was
foon completely finifhed.
Juft as the Uncle had obtained this Viétory,
and was preparing a Bed for his' Nephew, a
Meflenger arrived with a Pice of News, which
fo entirely difconcerted and fhocked him, that
o 1 he
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he in 2 Moment loft all Confideration for his
T\Z‘Lphcw, and his whole Mind became entirely
taken up with his own Concerns.

"This fudden and afliting News was no - lefs
han that his Daughter  had . taken the:Opportu=
nity of almoft the firft Moment of his'Abfence,
and had ‘gone 1 off 'with a mlrhbourmv young
th.;.)ﬂml‘.; _amﬂ: whom, tho’ her Father could
have hac mt one Objeftion, namely, that he was
worth noth _\[t {he had never th ought proper
to communicate her Amour even to rlnr Father 3
and fo artfully had fhe managed, that it had ne-
ver been once fufpeted by any, till now that it
was confummater L

iohtingale no fooner received this
/ 1 than in the utmoft Confufion he or=
dered a P:J."L-C]aa;,l: to be infltantly got ready,
nd havi "l:;'

recommended his Nephew to!the

vant, he direéily left the Houfe,

} he did, nor whither he
?

sarted, when the Servant
ohew to Bed, had waked
d had a¢ laft made him
his* Uncle was gone, he, inftead of
¢ the kind Offices tendere 1|[rn, infifted
beino called; with this the Servant,
received no ﬂ.i'-. Orders to the con-
trary, readily complied; and thus being condudt-
ed back to the Houfe of Mrs. Ailler, he had
ﬁ“m*-rc. up to Mr. Fones’s Chamber, as hath
peliore u.l‘"‘»ilm( d.

'W.'s Bar of the
(t‘m
what

cle being now removed
wale knew mnot as yet in
darties Lumru ickly r"‘d‘.'
25y M. hting m.”, and

EF e his

young J‘r‘ifr!":
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his Love ftept into a Hackney-Coach, *which
conveyed - him 'to Do&tor’s Commons'; where
Mifs Nancy was, in vulgar Language, foon made
an honeft Woman, and the poor Mother became
in the pureft Senfe of the Word, one of the
happiett of all human Beings.

And now Mr. Fomes having feen his good
Offices to that poor Woman and her Family
brought to a happy Conclufion, began to apply
himfelf to his own Concerns ; but here left many
of my Readers fhould cenfure his Folly for thus
troubling himfelf- with the Affairs of others, and
left fome few fhould think he aced more difin-
tereftedly than indeed he did, we think proper to
aflure our Reader, that he was fo far from being
unconcerned in this Matter, that he had indeed
2 very confiderable Intereft in bringing it to that
final Confummation.

To explain this feeming Paradox at ence, he
was one who could truly fay with him in Terenze,
Homo fum: Humani nibil a me alievium puts.  He
was never an indifferent Spectator of the Mifery
or Happinefs of any ‘one; and he felt either the
ene or the other in great Proportion as he im-
felf contributed to either. He could not there-
fore 'be the Inftrumen: of raifing a whole Family
fromv the loweft State of Wretchednefs to the
higheft Pitch of Joy without conveying great
Felicity to himfelf; more perhaps than worldly
Men often purchafe to themfelves by undergoing
the  moft fevere Labour, and often by wading
through the deepeft Iniquity.

Thofe Readers who are of the fame Com-
plexion with him, will perhaps think this thort
Chapter contains abundance of Matter ; while
sthers. may. probably wifh, fhortas it is, that §
hac

e




	Seite 105
	Seite 106
	Seite 107
	Seite 108

