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RS The Hlistory of  Book XV,

principally to the frlelltuj Behaviour of  Fones, her
whole Soul was fired with Gratitude mvulds hlm,
and all her Looks, Words, and A&ions were fo
bufied in exprefling it, that her Daughter, and
even her new Scn-in-law, were very little the
Objeéisof her Confideration.

Dinner was juft ended when Mrs. 44iller re-
ceived a Letter; but as we have had Letters
enough in this Chapter, we fhall communicate
the Contents in our next.

CH ABS Xi
Confifting partly of Facts, and partly of Obferva-

tions upon them,

HE Letter then which arrived at the End

of the preccding Chapter was from Mr.
Allworthy, and the Purport of it was his Intention
to come immediately to Town, with his Nephew
Blifil, anda Defire ‘to be accommodated with his
ufual Lodgings, which were the firft Floor for
himfelf, and the fecond for his Nephew.

The Chearfulnefs which had before difplayed
itfelf in the Countenance of the poor Woman,
was a little clouded on this Occafior. This News
did indeed a good deal difconcert her. To re-
quite fo difinterefted a Match with her Daughter,

by prefently turning her new Son-in-law out of

Doors, appeared to her very unjuftifiable on the
one Hand ; and on the other, the could fcarce
bear the Thoughts of making any Excufe to Mr.
Allworthy, after all tm O )llrmt'-’ms received from

him, for depriving him of Lot gings which were
indeed fbrictly his Due: For that Gentleman, in
conferring all his numberlefs Benefits on others,
acted
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acted by a Rule diametrically oppofite to what is
pr actifed by molt generous Pwlm He contrived,
on all Occafions, to hide his Buzcncencc not only
from the World, but even from the Object of it.
He conftantly ufed the Words Lend and Pay,
inftead of Giwe ; and by every other Method he
could invent, alwaysleflened with his Tongue the
Favours he conferred while he was heaping them
with both his Hands. When he fettled the
Annuity of 50/ a Year, therefore, on Mis.
Miller, he told her, ¢ it wasin Confideration of
¢ always having her Firft-Floor when he was in
Town,” (which he fcarce ever intended to be)
but that fhe might let it at any other Time, for
¢ thathe would always fend her a Month’s Warn-
¢ ing.” He was now, however, hurried to Town
fo fuddenly that he had no Opportunity of giving
fuch Notice ; and this Hurry probably picvcntcd
him, when he wrote for his Lodgings, adding,
if f/?ey were then empty : For he would moft cer
tainly have been well fatisfied to have relillqui{hed
them on a lefs {ufficient Excufe, than what Mrs.
Miller could now have made.

But there are a Sort of Perfons, who, as Prisr
excellently well remarks, diret their Conduét by
fomething

<
€

Beyond the fis’d mmjm‘;fd Rules
Of Vice and Virtue in the Schools,
Beyond the Letter of the Law.

To thefe it is fo far from being fufficient that
their Defence would acquit them at the O/d-Bai-
ley, that they are not even contented, though
Confcience, “the fevereft of all Judges, fhould
difcharge them. ’\Tothinz_g fhort of the Fair and

Honourable
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Honourable will fatisfy the Delicacy of their
Minds ; and if any of their Actions fall fhort of
this Mark, they mope and pine, are as uncaly
and reftlefs as a Mourderer, who is afraid of a
Ghott, or of the Hangman.

Mrs, Miller was one of thefe. She could not
conceal her Uneafinefs at this Letter ; with the
Contents of which fhe had no fooner acquainted
the Company, and given fome Hints of her Dif-
trefs, than Fones, her good Angel, prefently re-
lieved her Anxiety. ¢ As for myfelf, Madam,’
faid he, ¢ my Lodging is at your Service ata
¢ Moment’s Warning : And Mr. Nightingale, 1
¢ am fure, as he cannot yet prepare a Houfe fit
¢ to receive his Lady, will confent to return to
¢ his new Lodging, whither Mrs. Nightingale
¢ will certainly confent to go.”  With which Pro-
¢ pofal both Hufband and Wife inftantly agreed.

The Reader will eafily-believe, that the Cheeks
of Mrs. Ailler began again to glow with addi-
tional Gratitude to Jenes; but, perbaps, it may
be more difficult to perfuade him, that Mr. Fones
having, in his laft Speech, called her Daughter
Mrs. Nightinzale, (it being the firft Time that
agreeable Sound had ever reached her Ears) gave
the fond Mother more Satisfaction, and warmed
her Heart more towards Fones, than his having
diffipated her prefent Anxiety.

The next Day was then appointed for the Re-
moval of the new-married Couple, and of Mr.
“Fones, who was likewifle to be provided for in
the fame Houfe with his Friend. And now the
Serenity of the Company was again reftored, and
they paft the Day in the utmoft Chearfulnefs, all
except Fones, who, though he outwardly accom-
p:nied the reft in their Mirth, felt many a bitter

Pang




Chizo. 4 FOUNDLING: ¥2r

Pang on the Account of his Ssphia; which were
nota little heightened by the News of Mr. Blifi/’s
coming to Town, (for he clearly faw the Inten-~
tion of his Journey:) And what greatly agora-
vated his Concern was, that Mrs, Hononr, who
had promifed to enquire after Sophia, and to make
her Report to him early the next Evening, had
difappointed him.

In the Situation that he and his Miftrefs were
in at this Tlime, there were fcarce any Grounds
for him to hope, that he fhould hear any good
News; yet he was as impatient to fee Mrs. Ho-
nour, as if he had expe@ed fhe would bring hima
Letter with an Affignation in it from Ssphia, and
bore the Difappointment as ill. Whether this
Impatience arofe from that natural Weaknefs of
the human Mind, which makes it defirous to
know the worft, and renders Uncertaintythe moft
intolerable of Pains ; or whether he fill flattered
himfelf with fome fecret Hopes, we will not de-
termine.  But that it might be the laft, whoever
has loved cannot but know. For of all the Pow-
ers exercifed by this Paffion over our Minds, one
of the moft wonderful is that of {upporting Hope
in the midft of Defpair. Difficultics, Improba-
bilities, nay Impoffibilities arc quite overlooked by

it 3 fo that to any Man extremely in Love, may

be applied what Addifon fays of Cizfar,
The Alps, and Pyrenzans, fink before him !

Yet it is equally true, that the fame Paflion will
fometimes make Mountains of Molehills, and
produce Defpair in the midft of Hope ; but thefe
cold Fits laft not long in good Conflitutions.
Which Temper Fones was now in, we leave the

Vor. 1V, G Reader
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Reader to guefs, having no exaét Information
about it; but this is certain, that he had fpent
two Hours in Expedation, when being unable
any longer to. conce eal his Uneafinefs, ‘u, retired
to his I\oum, where his Anxicty had almoft made
him: frantick, ‘when the following Letter was
brought him from Mrs. FHononr, with which we
fhall prdlnt the Reader werdatim &5 literatim.

Sl B

¢ T fhud fartenly bhaf kalel on you a cordin too

¢ mi-Prommifs haddunt itt bin that hur Lathipp
¢ prevent mee; for too bee [ur, Sir, you nofe
¢ very well that evere Perfun muft luk furft at
ame, and fartenly fuch anuther oftar mite not
¢ ave ever hapned, fo as I thud ave bin juftly to
blam, had I not excepted of it when her Lathip
¢ was o veri kind as to offar to mak mee hur
¢ one Uman without mi ever afkin a nv fuch thing,
to bee {ur fhee is won of thee beft Ladis in thee
Wurld, and Pepil who fafe to thc Kontrari
muft bee veri wiket Pepil in thare Harts. To
be fur if ever [ ave fad any thing of that Kine
it as bin thru Tgnorens and I am hartili forri for
it. I nofe your ()nur to bea G;:mclmm of
more Onur and Onel ty, if [ ever faid ani fuch
thmgl, to repete-it to hurt a pore Servant that
as alwais ad thee grateft Refpe& in thee World
or ure Onur. T o bee {ur won fhud kepe waons

Tung within one’s Teeth, for no Boddi
what miy h.x""n ; and too-bee fur if ani Bodd
ad tolde mee Yelterday, that I fhud baf bin in
fogudal Plafe to Day, I fhud not haf beleeved
it; for too bee fur § never was a dremd of any
fuch Thing, nor fhud I ever have foft afier ani
ather Bodi's Plafe 5 but asher Lathipp wal fo
¢ kine
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¢ kine of her one a cord too give it mee without
afkin, to be fure Mrs. Etoff herfelf, nor ne
other Boddi can blam' mee for exceptin fuch z
¢ Thing when' it fals in ' mi Waye. I beg ure
Onur not too menfhion ani thing of what I haf
fad, for T wifli ure' Onur all' thee gud Luk-in
thee Wurld'; and ‘1 don’t cueftion butt thatt u
wil' haf Madam Soffiz'in the End ; butt afs to
milelf ure Onur nofe I kant bee of ani farder
Sarvis to u in that Matar, nou bein under thee
Cumand oft anuthar Parfon, and nott mione
¢ Miftres. I begz ure Onur to fuy nothing of
¢ what 'paft, and belive me to be, Sir,

- n " o

o oaon

¢ Ure Onur’s umble Sarvant
-6 T Cumand till Deth,
& Eonsur’ Blackmore?

Various ‘were the Conjeftures when Fones en-~
tertzined on this Step of Lady Bellajfon; who'in
reality had little farther Defign than-'to fecure
within het own Houfe the Repofitory of a Secret,
which fhe chofe fhould make no farther Progrefs
than' it had made already ; but moftly {he defired
to keep it from the Ears of Sophia; for though
that young Lady was almoft the only one who
would never have repsated it again, her Ladyfhip
could ‘not perfuade herfelf of this’; fince as .the
now hated poor 8zphia with moft implacable Ha-
tred, fhe conceived a reciprocal Hatred to herfelf
to belodged in the tender Brealt of our Heroine,
where no fuch Paflion had ever ver found an En«
trance, )
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