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Of Prologues.

Have heard of a Dramatic Writer who ufed
I to fay, he would rather writea Play than a
Prologue ; in like manner, I think, I can
with lefs Pains write ene of the Books of this
Hiftory, than the Prefatory Chapter to each of

them.

To fay the Truth, I believe many a hearty
Curfe hath been devoted on the Head of that
Author, who firft inftituted the Method of pre~
fixing to his Play that Portion ef Matter which

18




371 The History of  'Book XVI.
is called the Prologue; and which at firft was
Part of the Piece itfelf, but of latter Years hath
‘had ufually fo little Connexion with the Drama
before which it ffands, that the Proloaue to one
Play>might as'well ‘ferve for any other. Thofe
imdeed of ‘more modern Date, feem all to be
written on the fame three Topics, viz. an Abufe
of the Tafte of'the Town, a Condemnation of
all conterniporary Authors, and; an-Elogium on
the Performance juft about to be reprefented,
The Sentiments in all thefe are very little varied,
nor is it poffible they thould; and indeed I have
often wondered at the great Invention of Authors,
who' have been capable of finding fuch various
Phiafes to exprefs the fame thing.

In like manner I apprehend, fome future Hif-
torian  (if any one fhall do me the Honour of
imitating my Manner) will, after much fcratch-
ing his Pate, beftow fome good Wifhes on my
Memory, for having firft eftablifhed thefe feveral
mitial ‘Chapters; moft ‘of which, like Modern
Prologues, may as properly be prefixed to any
other Book in this Hiftory: as to that which they
introduce, or indeed to any other Hiftory as to
this.

But however Authors ‘may {uffer by either of
thefe Inventions, the Reader will find fufficient
Emolumentin the one, as the Spe@ator hath long
found in the other.

Firft, it is well known, that the Prologue ferves
the Critic for an Opportunity to try his Faculty of
Hifing, and to tune his Cat-call to the beft Ad-
vantage 3 by which means, Thave known thofé
Mufical Inftruments fo well prepared, that! they
have been able to play in. full Concert at the firft
rifing of the Curtain..
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The fame Advantages may be drawn from
thefe Chapters, in which the Critic will be  al-
ways fure of meeting’ with, fomething that may
ferye as a Whetftone to his noble Spirit:;, fo that
he may fall with a more hungry Appetite for
Cenfure on the Hiftory itfelf. = And here his Sa-
gacity, muft make it needlefs to obferve hew art-
fully thefe Chapters. are calculated for that cx-
cellent Purpofe; for in thefe we have always
taken Care to inter(perfe fomewhat of the four.or
acid Kind, in-orderito fharpen- and ftimulate the
faid Spirit of Criticifm. ;

Again, the indolent Reader, as wellias: Spec-
tator, finds great Advantage from both thefe 5
for as they are not obliged either to fee the one
or read the others, and both the Flay and :the
Book are thus.protracted, by the former the
bave a Quarter of an. Hour longer allowed them
to fit at Dinner, and by. the latter they. haveithe
Advantage of beginning to read at the fourth or*
fifth Page inftead of the firft ; a Matter by no-
means_of trivial. Confequence to Perfons whao
read Books with no other View than to fay they:
have read them, = a more general Motive to read-
ing than:is commonly imagined ; and from which
not only Law Books, and Good.Books, but the
Pages of Homer and Firgil, of Swift and Cer<:
wentss have been.often turned. over. :

Many other are the Emoluments which arife
from both. thefe, but they are for the moft part
fo obvicus that we fhall not at prefent flay to
enumerate them ; efpecially fince it occurs to ug
that the principal Merit of both the Prologue and
the Preface is that they be fhost.
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