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Of Love.

N our laft Book we have been obliged to
E deal pretty much with the Paflion of Love ;
and, in our fucceeding Book, fhall be forced
to handle this Subject ftill more largely, It may
not, therefore, in this Place, be improper to ap-
ply ourfelves to the Examination of that modern
Doétrine, by which certain Philofophers, among
many other wonderful Difcoveries, pretend to
have found out, that there is no fuch Paffion in
the human Breaft,
Whether thefe Philofophers be the fame with
that furprifing Set, who are honourably men-
Vo, II. B tioned




2 The History of Book VI.

tioned by the late Dr. Swift 3 as having, by the
mere Force of Genius alone, without the leaft
Affiftance of any Kind of Learning, or even
Reading, difcovered that profound and invaluable
Secret, That there is no God : or whether they
are not rather the fame with thofe who, fome
Years fince, very much alarmed the World, by
fhewing that there were no fuch Things as Vir«
tue or Goodnefs really exifting in Human Na-
ture, and who deduced our beft Altions from
Pride, I will not here prefume to determine. In
reality, 1 am inclined to fufpect, that all thefe
feveral Finders of Truth are the very identical
Men, who are by others called the Finders of
Gold. The Method ufed in both thefe Searches
after Truth and after Gold, being indeed one
and the fame ; viz. the fearching, rummaging,
and examining into a nafty Place; indeed, in the
former Inftances, into the naftieft of all Places,
A BaDp MiInD.

But though, in this Particular, and perhaps in
their Succefs, the Truth-finder, and the Gold-
finder, may very properly be compared together ;
yet in Modefty, furely, there can be no Compa-
Fifon between the two ; for who ever heard of a
Gold-finder that had the Impudence or Folly to
affert, from the ill Succefs of his Search, that
there was no fuch thing as Gold ‘in the World ?
Whereas the Truth-finder, having raked out
that Fakes, his own Mind, and being there capable
of tracing no Ray of Divinity, nor any thing vir-
tuous, or good, or lovely, or loving, very fairly,
honeitly, and logically concludes, that no fuch
things exift in the whole Creation.

To avoid, however, all Contention, if pof-
fible, with thefe Philofophers, if they will be called
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fo; and to fhew our own Difpofition to accom-
modate Matters peaceably between us, we fhall
here make them fome Conceffions, which may
poflibly put an End to the Difpute.

Fuft, we will grant that many Minds, and
perhaps thofe of the Philofophers, are entirely
free from the leaft Trraces of fuch a Paflion.

Secondly, That what is commonly called
Love, namely, the Defire of {atisfying a voraci~
ous Appetite with a certain Quanticy of delicate
white human Flefh, is by no means that Paffion
for which I here contend. This is indeed more
properly Hunger; and as no Glutton is athamed
to apply the Word Love to his Appetite, and to
fay he LovEs fuch and fuch Difhes ; fo may the
Lover of this Kind, with equal Propriety fay,
he HUNGERs after fuch and fuch Women,

Thirdly, T will grant, which I believe will be
amoft acceptable Conceffion, that this Love for
which I am an Advocate, though it fatisfies it-
felf in a much more delicate Manner, doth ne-
verthelefs feek its own Satisfa®ion as much as
the grofleft of all our Appetites.

And, Laftly, That this Love, when it operates
towards one of a different Sex, is very  apt,
towards its complete Gratification, to call in the
Aid of that Hunger which I have mentioned
above ; and which it is fo far from abating, ‘that
it heightens all its Delights to a Degree fcarce
imaginable by thofe who have never been fufcep-
tible of any other Emotions, than what haye pro-
ceeded from Appetite alone.

In return to all thefe Conceflions, I defire of
the Philofophers to grant, that there is in fome
(I believe in many) human Breafts, a kind and
benevolent Difpofition, which is gratified by
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4 The History of Book VI,
contributing to the Happinefs of others. That
in this Gratification alone, as in Friendfhip, in
parental and filial Affe&ion, as indeed in gene-
ral Philanthrophy, there is a great and exquifite
Delight. That if we vill not call fuch Difpofi-
tion Love, we have no Name for“it. “T"hat
though the Pleafures arifing from fuch pure Love
may be heightened and fweetened by the Aflift-
ance of amorous Defires, yet the former can fub-
{ift alone, nor are they deftroyed by the Tnter-
vention of the latter. Laftly, That Eftcem and
Gratitude are the proper Motives to Love, 2s
Youth and Beauty are to Defire ; and therefore
though fuch Defire may naturally ceafe, when
Age or Sicknefs overtakes its Object ; yet thele
can have no Effe& on Love, nor ever ihake or
semove from a good Mind, that Senfation or
Paffion which hath Gratitude and Efteem for its
Bafis.

T'o deny the Exiftence of 2 Paflion of which
we often fee manifeft Inftances, feems to be very
ftrange and abfurd ; and can indced proceed only
$rom that Self-Admonition which we have men-

| tioned above : But how unfair is this? Doth the
Man who recognizes in his own Heart no T'races
of Avarice or Ambition, conclude therefore that
there are no fuch Paflions in Human Nature ?
| Why will we not modeftly obferve the fame Rule
mEIEN . Ciil o 1 1 e
| in judging of ihe (ood, as well as the Evil of
others 7 Orwhy, in any Cafe, will we, as Shake-
Spear phrafes it, * put the World in our own
¢ Perion?’
i Predominant Vanity is, I am afraid, too much
‘ concerned here. This is one Inftance of that
Adulation which we beftow on our own Minds,
and this almott univerfally. For there is fcarce
any
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