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168 ke HisTory of Book XVi:

what he {2id than to any Thing that paffed on
the Stage.

He durft not go to Bed all that Night, for
Fear of the Ghoft ; and for many Nights after,
fweated two or three Hours before he went tofleep,
with the fame Apprehenfions, and waked feveral
Times in great Horrors, crying out, ¢ Lord have
¢ Mercy upon us! there it is.’

CHAP. VI
In which the Hiftory 15 obliged ta losk back,

T is .almoft impeffible for the beft Parent to
obferve an exalt Impartiality to his Children,
even though no fuperior Merit thould biafs his
Affection ; but fure a Parent can hardly be
blamed, when that Superiority determines his
Preference.

As Iregard all the Perfonages of this Hiftory
in the Light of my Children; fo I m:.ft confels
the fame Inclination of Partiality to Ssphia; and
for that I hepe the Reader will allow me the fame
Excufe, from the Superiority of her Charaéter.

This_extraordinary Tendernefs, which I have
for my Heroine, never fuffers me to quit her 2ny
long Time without the utmoft Reluéance. T
could now, therefore, return impatiently to en-
quire, what hath happened to thislovely Creature
fince her Departure from her Father’s, but that
Iam obliged firft to pay a fhert Vifit to Mr.
Bl

Mr. 17¢flern, in the firft Confufion into which
his Miind was caft, uvpon the fudden News he re-
ceived of his Daughter, and in the firft Hurry to
go after her, Lad not once thought of fending
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any Account of the Difcovery to Blifil.  He had
not gone far, however, before he recollefted him-

felf, and accordingly ftoptat the yery firft Inn he .

came to, and difpatched away a Meflenger to ac-
quaint Blifil with his having found Sophia, and
with his firm Refolution to marry her to him im-
mediately, if he would come up after him to
Town.

Asthe Love which BIifil had for Sophia was of
that violent Kind, which nothing but the Lofs of
her Fortune, or fome fuch Accident, could leffen,
his Inclination to the Match was not at all alter-
ed by her having run away, though he was gb=
liged to lay this to his own Account, - He ver
readily, therefore, embraced this Offer, Indeed,
he now propofed the Gratification of a very ftrong
Puffion befides Avarice, by marrying this young
Lady, and this was Hatred : For he concluded
that Matrimony afforded an cqual Opportunity of
fatisfying either Hatred or Love; and this Opini-
on is very probably verified by much Experience,
‘To fay the Truth, if we are to judge by the or-
dinary Behaviour of married Perfons to each o-
ther, we fhall perhaps be apt to conclude, that
the Generality ek the Indulgence of the former
Paffion only in their Union of every Thing but of
Hearts.

There was one D
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ifficulty, however, in his
Way, and this arofe from M. Allworthy,  That
zood Man, when he found by the Departure of
Sephia, (for neither that, northe Caufe of ity could
be concealed from him) the great Averfion which
the had for his ephew, began to be ferioufly con-
cerned that he had been deceived into carrying
Matters fo far.  He by no Means concurred with
the Opinion of thofe Parents, who think it as im-
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170 The History of Book XVI,
material to confult the Inclinations of their Chil-
dren in the Affair of Marriage, as to follicit the
good Pleafure of their Servants when they intend
to take a Journey ; and who are, by Law or De—
cency at lealt, with-held often from ufing abfo-
lute Force. On the contrary, as he efteemed
the Inftitution to be of the moft facred Kind, he
tho'l'rnt every preparatory Caution ncuﬂ(u to
pr‘cfc:ve it holy and inviolate ; and very wifely
concluded, that the fureft Way to effet this, was
by laying the Foundation in previous Affection.

Blifil indeed foon cured his Uncle of all Anger
on the Score of Deceit, by many Vows and Pro-
teftations that he had been deceived himfelf, with
which the many Declarations of /7%/lern ‘very
well tallied ; but now to perfuade Alworthy to
confent to the renewing his Ac.drcffes‘, was . a
Matter of fuch apparent Diffcult ty, thatthe very
Appc.unncb was fufficient to have deterred a lda
enterprizing Genius ; but this young Gentleman
{o well knew his own Talents, that :mmmg with-
in the Province of Cunning feemed to him hard
to be atchieved.

Here then he reprefented the Violence of his
own Affe@ion, and the Hopes of fubduing Averfi-
on in the Lady by Perfeverance. He begged
that in an Affair en which depended all his future
Repofe, he might at leaft be at Liberty to try all
fair Means for Succefs. Heaven forbid , he faid,
that he thould ever think of prevailing by any o-

ther than the moft gentle Methods! ¢

£LSiEs Bt he if tHey fail, you may then Lwhlch

¢ will be furely Time cnour!hjn.cn} your Confent.’

He urged the great and eager Defire \\Indm Mr.
o

7#7e/2ern had for the "\11.11'(:‘], and laftly, he made

great Ufe of the Name of Jenes, to whom he
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imputed all that had happened ; and from whom,
he faid, to preferve fo valuable a young Lady was
even an A& of Charity.

All thefe Arguments were well feconded by
Thwackum, who dwelt a little ftronger on the
Authority of Parents than Mr. BIifil himfelf had
done. He afcribed the Meaflures which Mr. Bli-
Jil was defirous to take, to Chriftian Motives 3
¢ and though,’ fays he, © the good young Gen-
¢ tleman hath mentioned Charity laft, I am al-
¢ moft convinced, it is his firt and principal
¢ Confideration.’

Square, poflibly, had he been prefent, would
have fung to the fame Tune, though in a differ-
ent Key, and would have difcovered much moral
Fitnefs in the Proceeding ; but he was now gone
to Bath for the Recovery of his Health.

Allworthy, though not without Relu@ance, at
laft yielded to the Defires of his Nephew. He
faid, he would accompany him to Leuden, where
he might be at Liberty to ufe every honeft En-
deavour to gain the Lady: ¢ But I declare,
¢ faid he, I will never give my Confent to any
¢ abfolute Force being put.on her Inclinations,
¢ nor fhall you ever bave her, unlefs fhe can be
¢ brought freely to Compliance.’

Thus did the Affe&tion of Alhwirthy for his Ne-
phew betray the fuperior Underftanding to be
triumphed over by the inferior ; and thus is the
B f Heads often defeated, by

Prudence of the beft of
the Tendernefs of the beft of Hearts.

Blifil having obtained this unhopedfor Acquiel-
cence in bis Uncle, refted not till he ca
Purpofe into Execution. And as no i jate
Bufinefs required Mr. Allzworiby’s Prefence in the
Country, and little Preparation is neceflary to
Iz Men
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