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as well as you, muft excufe me; for Iamin

; hafte to drefs.’——Well but,’ faid the Squire,
: do appointa Time.” — ¢ Indeed, faid fhe, I
. cen appoint no Time.— I tell you, I will fee

you in the Afternoon.” — ¢ What the Devil
would you have me do }” cries the Squire, turn-
ing to Blifil, ¢ I can no more turn her, than a
¢ Beagle can turn an old Hare. Perhaps, the
¢ will be in a better Humour in the Afterncon.’
— ¢ T am condemned, 1{ee, Sir, to Misfortune,’
anfwered BLfil, © butI fhallalways own my Ob-
¢ ligations to you.'———TIle then took a cere-
monious Leave of Mrs. 77/fern, who was altoge-
ther as ceremonious on her Part ; and then they
departed, the Squire muttering to him{elf with an
Qath, that BLfi/ fhould fee his Daughter in the
Afternoon.

If Mr. WWeflern was litdle pleafed with this In-
terview, Blifil was lefs. Asto the former, he
imputed the whole Behaviour of his Sifter to her
Humour only, and to her Diffatisfaction at the
Omiffion of Ceremony in the Vifit; but Blifil
faw a little deeper into Things. He fufpected
{fomewhat of more Confequence, from two or
three Words which dropt from the Lady ; and, to
fay the Truth, he fufpeted right, as will appear
when I have unfolded the feveral Matters which
will be contained in the following Chapter.

[

CHAP VI
Schemes of Lady Bellafton for the Ruin of Jones;

'ﬁ' OVE had taken too deep a Root in the
#_4 Mind of Lord Fellamar to be plucked up by
the rude Hands of Mr. /#zffern, In the Heat of

I 4 Re-
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Refentment he had indeed given a Commiffion to
Captain Egglane, which the Captain had far ex-
ceeded in the Execution :

5 norhad it been exe-
cuted at all, had his Lordthip been able to find

the Captain after he had feen Lady Bellafton,
which was in the Afternoon of the

had received the AfFront :
the Captain in the Difchar
having after long E

Day after he
but fo induftrious was
ae of his Duty, that
nquiry found out the Squire’s:
Liodgings very late in the Evening, he fat up all
Night at a Tavern, that he mj it not mifs the
Squire in the fvlomfng, and by that Means mif-
fed the Revocation which my Lord had fent to
his Lodginos

In the Afternoon then next after the intended
Rape of Sophia, his Lordthip, as we have faid,

wo i

made a Vifit to Lady Bellafton, who

fo much of the Chara@er of the Squire, that his
Lordihip plainly faw the Abfln'dit_j.r he had been
guilty of in taking any Offence at his Words, e-
Ipegially as he had thofe honourable Defigns on his
Daughter.  He then unbofomed 1
his Paflion to Lady Bellafton, who
took the Caufe, and encouraged him with cer-
tain Aflirance of a moft favourable Recention,
from all the Elders of the Family, and from the
Father himfelf when he thould he fober, and
thould be made acquainted with the Nature of the
Offer made to Lis Daughter. The only Danger,
the faid, lay in the Fellow fhe had formerly men-
tioned, who, though'a Beggar and a \’;l.gnbond.,
had ;by fome Means or other, The knew not
what,'procured himfelf tolerable Cloaths, and
paft fora Gentleman, ¢ Now,’ faysthe, ¢ asI
¢ have,, for the Sake of my Coufin, made i¢ my’
“ Bufinefs o enquire after this Fellow, I have

luckily

laid open

he Violence of
readily under-
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lackily found out his Lodgings ; with which the
then acquainted his Lordfhip, . ¢ I am thinking,
¢ my Lord,’ added fhe, ¢ (for this Fellow:is too
“mean for your perfonal Refentment) whether
it would not be poflible for your Lordfhip to
contrive fome Method of having him preffed
and fent on board a Ship. ~Neither Law nor
Confcience forbid this Project: for the Fellow,
I promife you; however well dreft, is but a
Vagabond, and as proper as any Fellow in the
Streets to be prefled intothe Service ; and asfor-
the con(cientious Part, furely the Prefervation
ofa young Lady from fuch Ruin is a moft me-~
ritorious Act; nay,. with Regard to the Kellowr
himfelf, unlefs he could fucceed (which Heaven
forbid) with my Coufin, it may probably be the
Means of preferving him from the Gallows,
and perhaps may make his Fortune in an honeft

E

O T T S S R Y

a A on

¢ Way,

Lord Fellamar very heartily thanked her Lady~-
fhip, for the Part which the was pleafed to take in
the Affair, upon the Succefs of which his whole
future Happinefs entirely depended:  He faid, he
faw at prefent noObjeclion to the prefling Scheme,
and would confider of putting: it in Execution.
ethen moft earneftly recommended to her La-
dyfhip, to do him the Honour of immediately
mentioning his Propofals to the Family ; to whom,
he faid, he offered a Carte Blanchs, and would
fettle his Fortune in. almoft any Manner they
fhould require. =~ And after uttering many Ecfta-
fies and Raptures concerning Sophia, he tock his
Lieave and departed, but not before he had re-
ceived the ftrongeft Charge to beware of: Fones,
and to lofe no Time in fecuring his Perfon where

s he:
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he fhould no longer be ina Capacity of making
any Attempts to the Ruin of the young Lady.

The Moment Mrs. 77¢flern was arrived at her -
Lodgings, a Card was difpatched with her Com-
pliments to Lady Bellafion 5 who no fooner re-
ceived it, than with the Impatience of a Lover,
the flew to her Coufin, rejoiced at this fair Op-
portunity, which beyond her Hopes offered itfelf :
for fhe was much better pleafed with the Profpec
of making the Propofals to a Woman of Senfe,
and 'who knew the World, than te a Gentleman
whom'the honoured with the Appellation of Aot-
tentat 3 though indeed from him fhe apprehended .
no Danger of a Refufil,

The two Ladies being met, after very fhort
previous Ceremonials, fell to Bufinefs, which was
indeed almoit as foon concluded as begun ; for
Mrs. #¢ftern no fooner heard the Name of Lord
Fellamar than her Cheeks
but when fhe was
of his Pafli
1€ (

s glowed with Pleafure ;
inted with the Eagernefls
rneftnels of his Propofals,
fity of his Offer, fhe declared

in the moft explicit Terms.
erfation, their
I both Coufins very
1ate Attachment
1d to that young Fel-
# entirely attributed it to

ither’ She

Inderftanding of her
Id not give up her
I doubt not,

3 b
be prevailed upon to fa a fim-
ation to the Addrefles of a fine Gentle-
man, who brings her both a Title and a laros

& : Eftate :
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Eftate: For indeed,” added fhe, ¢ I muft do §s-
< phy the Juftice to confefs, this B/ifil is but a hi-
¢ deous kind of Fellow, as you know, Bellafton,
¢ all Country Gentlemen are, and hath nothing
¢ but his Fortune to recommend him.’
¢ Nay, faid Lady Bellaffon, ¢ 1don’t then fo
much wonder at my Coufin; for I promife you,
this Fanes is a very agreeable Fellow, and hath
one Virtue which the Men fayis a great Re-
commendation to us. What do you think,
Bell—I{hall certainly make you laugh 5 nay, I
can hardly tell you myfelf for laughing — Will
¢ you believe that the Fellow hath had the Affur-
¢ ance to make Love to me? But if you fhould
¢ beinclined to disbelieve it, here is Evidence e-
¢ nough, his own Hand-writing, I aflure you.’
She then delivered her Coufin the Letter with the
Propofals of Marriage, whichif the Reader hath
a Defire to fee, he will find already on Record
in the X Vth Book of this Hiftory.

¢ Upon my Word, I am aftonifhed,” faid
Mrs. ##eflcrn, © this is indeed a Mafter-piece of
¢ Affurance. With your Leave, I may poflibly
¢ make fome Ufe of this Letter.” ¢ You have my
full Liberty,” cries Lady Bellaflon,’ to ap-
¢ ply it to what Purpofe you pleafe. However,
¢ I would not have it thewn to any bat Mifs I7e/-
¢ ternynor to her unlefs you find Occafion.” “Well,
and how did you ufe the Fellow?” returned
Mrs. I#eflern. ¢ N Hufband,” faid the
Lady, ¢ I am not married, I promifs you, my
¢ Dear.. You Belfly, 1 have try’d the

ly 5 and once I think is

"‘ farfe oOnce :
Comiprts once
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Mind of Sophia, and the was emboldened to give
it up, partly by her Hopes of having him inftant-
ly difpatched out of the Way, and partly by hav-
ing fecured the Evidence of Honour, who, upon
founding her, fhe faw fufficient Reafon to ima-
gine, was prepared to teftify whatever fhe pleafed.
But perhaps the Reader may wonder why La-
dy Bellafton, who in her Heart hated Sophia,
thould” be' fo defirous. of promoting a Match,
which was fo much to the Intereft of the young
Lady. Now, I would defire fuch Readers.to look
carefully into human Nature, Page almoft the
laft, and there he will find in fcarce legible Cha-
racters, that Women, notwithf{tanding the pre-
pofterous Béhaviour of Mothers, Aunts, &%. in
matrimonial Matters, do in Reality think it fo
great a Misfortune to have their Inclinations in
Love thwarted, that they imagine, they ought
never to carry Enmity higher than upon thefe
Difappointments ; again, he will find it written
much about the fame Place, that.a Woman who
hath once been pleafed with the Poffeflion of a.
Man, will ga above half way to the Devil, to.
prevent any other Woman fromenjoying the fame,

If he will not be contented with thefe Reafons,
I frecly confefs I fee no other Motive to the A&t
ons of that Lady, unlefs we will conceive fhe was
bribed by Lord Fellamar, which for my own Part
I fee no Caufe to fufped.

Now this was the Affair which Mrs. Weftern -
was preparing to introduce to Syphia, by fome
prefatory Difcourfe on the Folly of Love, andon.
the Wifdom of legal Proftitution for-Hire, when
her Brother and Blifil broke abruptly in upon.
her ; and hence arofe all that Coldnefs in her Be-
haviour to Blfil, which tho’ the Squire, as was
ufual
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