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HEN a Comic Writer hath made his

‘; g/ principal Characters as happy as he can;

or whena Tragic Writer hath brought

them to the higheft Pitch of human Mifery, they

both conclude their Bufinefs to be done, and
that their Work is come to a Period.

Had we been of the Tragic Complexion, the
Reader muft now allow we were very nearly ar-
rived atthis Period, fince it would be difficult for
the Devil, or any of his Reprefentatives on Earth,
to have contrived much greater Torments for
poor fomes, than thofe in which we left him in
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the Jaft Chapter; and as for Sgphia, a good-na-
tured Woman would hardly wifh more Unea-
{inefs to a Rival, than what the muft at prefent be
fuppofed to feel. 'What then remains to complete
the Tragedy but a Murder or two, and a few
moral Sentences.

Butto bring our Favourites out of their pre-
fent Anguith and Diftrefs; and to land them at
1aft on the Shore of Happinefs, feems a much
harder Tafk ; a Tafk indeed fo hard that we do
1ot undertake to execute it. In Regard to So-
phia, it is more than probable, that we fhall
fomewhere or other providea good Hufband for
her in the End, cither Blifi/; or my Lordy or
Somebody elfe; but as to poor Fanes, fuch are
the Calamities in which he is at prefent involved,
owing to his Imprudence, by which if a Man
doth not become Felon to the Word, he is at
leaft a Felode [o; fo deflituteis he now of Friends,
and fo perfecuted by Enemies, that we almoft
defpair of bringing him to any Good; and if our
Reader delights in feeing Executions, I think he
ought not to lofeany Time in taking a firft Row
at Tyburn.

This I faithfully promife, that notwithftanding
any Affection, which we may be fuppofed to have
for this Rogue, whom we have unfortunately
made our Heroe, we will lend him none of  that
fupernatural Afliftance with which we are entruft-
ed, upon Condition that we ufe it only on very
important Occafions. If he doth not therefore
find fome natural Means of fairly extricating him-
{clf from all his Diftrefles, we will do no Vio-
lence to the Truth and Dignity of Hiftory for his
Sake; for we had rather relate that he was hanged
at Zyburn (which may very probably be the Cafe)

than
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than forfeit our Integrity, or fhock the Faith of
our Reader.

In this the Antients had a great Advantage
over the Moderns. Their Mythology, which
was at that Time more firmly belicved by the
Vulgar than any Religion isat prefent, gave them
always an Opportunity of delivering a favourite
Heroe. Their Deities werealways ready at the
Wrriter’s Elbow, to execute any of his Purpofes ;
and the more extraordinary the Invention was,
the greater was the Surprize and Delight of the
credulous Reader. ‘T'hofe Writers could with
greater Eafe have conveyed a Heroe from one
Country to another, nay from one World to an-
other, and have brought him back again, than a
poor circumfcribed Modern can deliver him from
a Goal, :

The Arabians and Perfians had an equal Ad-
vantage in writing their Tlales from the Geniz
and fairies, which they believe in as an Article
of their Faith, upon the Authority of the Korar
itfelf.  But we have none of thele Helps. To
natural Means alone are we confined ; let us try
therefore what by thefe Means may be done for
poor Fones; though, to confefs the Truth, fome-
thing whifpers me in the Ear, that he doth not
vet know the worft of his Fortune 5 and that a
more fhocking Piece of News than any he hath
yet heard, remains for him in the unopened Leaves
of Fate,
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