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The generous and grateful Bebaviour' of Mrs.
Miller.

R, Alworthy and Mrs, Miller were juft fat

'd down to Breakfaft, when BJfil, who

had gone out very early that Morning, returned
to make one of the Company.

e had not been long feated before he began
as follows, ¢ Good Lord! my dear Uncle, what
¢ do you think hath happened ? Ivow Iam afraid
¢ of telling it you, for fear of fhocking you

with the Remembrance of ever having thewn
¢ any Kindnefs to fucha Villain.> ¢ What is
the Matter, Child, fzid the Uncle, I fear I
have fhewn Kindnefs in my Life to the Un-
worthy more than once. But Charity doth not
< adopt the Vices of its Objeéts.” ¢ O, Sir,
returned Blifil, ¢ it is not without the fecret Di-
¢ refion of Providence that you mention the
¢ Word Adoption. Your adopted Son, Sir, that
¢ Fones, that Wretch whom you nourifhed in
¢ your Bofom, hath proved one of the greateft
¢ Villains upon Earth.” ¢ By all that’s facred ’tis
< falfe,” cries Mrs. Miller. ¢ Mzx. Jones is no
¢ Villain.” < He is one of the worthieft Crea-
¢ tures breathing; and if any other Perfon had
¢ called him Villzin, I would have thrownall this
¢ boiling Water in his Face.” Mr. Allwertlylook-
ed very much amazed at this Behaviour. DBut
fhe did not give him Leave to fpeak, before
turning to him, the cry’d, ¢ 1 hope you will not
¢ be angry with me; I would not offend you,
¢ Sir, for the World ; but indeed I could not

¢ bear

C N




Ch.1. 4 FOUNDLING. 197

bear -to hear him called {0  ¢'1 muft own,
Madam,’ faid Alworthy very gravely, ¢ Tam
a lictle furprized to hear you fo warmly defend
a Fellow you do not know.” ¢ O I'do know

¢ him, Mr. Altwerthy,’ {aid fhe, * indeed 1 do

A n on

I thould be the moft ungrateful of all Wretches
i I denied it. O he hath preferved me and
my little Family ; we have all Reafon to blefs
him while we live.—And I pray Heaven to
blefs him, and turn the Hearfs of his malicicus
Enemies. 1 know, 1find, Ifee hehath'fuch’
You furprize me, Madam, ftill more,” faid

Allgwsrthy,, & fure you muft mean fome other,
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1t is impofiible y'ceu fhould have any fuch Ob-
ligations to the Man my Nephew mentions,’
Too furely,” anfwered fhe, ¢ 1 have Obliga-
tions to him of the greateft and tendereft Kind,
Te hath been the Preferver of me and mine.
—Believe me, Sir, he kathbeen abufed, grofs-
ly abufed to you ; I know he hath, or you,
whom I know to be all Goodnefs and Honour,
would not, after the many kind and tender
Things I have heard you fay of this poor help-
lefs Child, have fo difdainfully called him Fel.
low. Indeed, my beft of Friends, he deferves
a kinder Appellation from youn, had you heard
the good, the kind, the grateful Things which
I have heard him utter of you. He never men-
tions your Name but with a fort of Adoration.
Inthis very Room I have feen him on his Knees,
imploring all the Bleffings of Heaven upon your
Head. I do not love that Child there better
than he loves you.’
¢ I fee, Sir, now,” faid Blifil, ¢ with one of
thofe grinning Sneers with which the Devil

- marks his beft Beloved, Nrs, Adilliir really

Ko 3 doth
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¢ doth know him. Ifuppofe you will find fhe is
¢ not the only one of your Acquaintance to
¢ whom he hath expofed you, As for my Cha-
¢ rafter, I perceive by fome Hints ihe hath
¢ thrown out, he hath been Vcry free with'it,
¢ bueI forgive him.” "¢ And the Lord forgive
$ you,. Sir,” fays Mrs. Mifler, © we have all
¢ Sins enough to fland in Need of his Forgive-
¢ nefs.’

G Upon my Word, Mrs. Miller,” faid ' Ali-
wworthy, ¢ 1 do not take this Behaviour of yours
¢.to my Nephew, kindly; and I do aflure vou
¢ as any Reflections which you caft upon him
¢ muft come only from that wickedeflt of Men,
¢ they would only ferve, if that were poffible,
¢ to heighten my Refentment againft him : For
¢ I muft tell you, Mrs. #iller, the young Man
¢ who now ftands before you, hath ever been
¢ the warmeft Advocate for the ungrateful Wretch
¢ whofe Caufe you efpoufe.  This, [ think, when
¢ you hear it from my own Mouth, w:ll make

¢ you wonder at fo much Bafenefs and Ingrati-
¢ tude.’

¢ You are deceived, Sir,” anfwered Mrs. A4i/-
ler, ¢ if they were the laft Words which were to
. lﬂ-L!L. from my Lips, I would fay you were de-
¢ ceived ; and [ once more repeat it, the Lord
forgive thofe who have deccived you. Ido
not pretend to fay the young Man is without
Faults ; but they are all the Faults of Wildnefs
and of Youth; Faults which he may, nay
which I am certain he will relinquith, and if
he fhould not, they are vaftly over-balanced
by one of the moft humane tender honeft Hearts
that ever Man was bleft with.’
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¢ Indeed, Mrs. Millery faid Alhworthy, ¢ had
this been related of you, I fhould not have be-
lieved it. ¢ Indeed, Sir,” an{wered fhe, ¢ your
will believe every Thing I have faid, T am fure
vou will 3 and when you have heard the Story
which I fhall tefl you, (for I will tell you all}
you will be fo far from being offended, that
you will own (I know your Juftice fo well)
that T muft have been the moft defpicable and
¢ moft ungrateful of Wretches, if I hadacted any
other Part than I have.’

¢ Well, Madam,’ faid AlMworthy, ©1 fhall be
very glad to hear any good Excufe for a Be-
haviour which I muft confefs, I think wants
an Excufe. And now, Madam, will you be
pleafed to let my Nephew proceed in his Story
without Interruption. He would not have in-
troduced a Matter of flight Confequence with
fuch a Preface. Perhaps even this Story wilk
cure you of your Miftake.’

Mrs. Miller gave Tokens of Submiffion, and
then Mr. Blifil began thus. ¢1 am {fure, Sir,
¢ if you don’t think proper to refent the ill Ufage
¢ of Mrs. Miller, 1 fhall eafily forgive what af-
¢ fe&ts me only. I think your Goodnefs hath
¢ not deferved this Indignity at her Hands.”
¢ Well, Child,” faid Alwsrthy, © but what is
¢ this new Inftance ? What hath he done of late ?*
¢ What?’ cries Blifil, ¢ notwithftanding all Mrs.
¢ Miller hath faid,. I am very forry to relate,
[
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and what you fhould never have heard from me,
had it not been a Matter impoffible to conceal
from the whole World, 1In fhort, he hath
killed a Man ; I will not fay murdered,——for
perhaps it may not be fo conftrued in Law, and
I hepe the beft for his Sake. :
K4 Al
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Allwortkby looked fhocked, and bleffed himfelf
and then turning to Mrs. Miller, he cried, ¢ Well,
¢ Madam, what fay you now #’

¢ Why, Ifay, Sir,” anfwered the, ¢that I ne-
ver was more concerned at any Thing in miy
Life; but, if the Fa& be true, I am convinced
the Man, whoever heis, was in Fault. Hea-
ven knows there are many Villains in this
Town, who make it their Bufinefs to provoke
young Gentlemen. Nothing but the greateft
Provocation could have tempted him; for of
all the GendemenT ever had in my Houfe, I
never faw one fo gentle, or fo fweet-tempered.
He was beloved by every one in the Houfe, and
every one who came near it.’

While fhe was thus running on, a violent
Knocking at the Door interrupted their Converfi-
tion, and prevented her from proceeding further
or from receiving any Anfwer; for as the con-
cluded this wasa Vifiter to Mr. Alworthy, the
haftily retired, taking with her her little’ Girl,
whofe Eyes were all over blubbered at the me-
luncholy News fhe heard of Fones, who ufed to
call her his little Wife, and not only gave her
many Play-things, but fpent whole Hours in play-
ing with her himfelf.

Some Readers may perhaps be pleafed with
thefe minute Circumitances, in relating of which
we follow the Example of Plutarch, one of the
beft of our Brother Hiftorians; and others to
whom they may appear tiivial, will, we hope,
at leaft pardon them, as we are never prolix on
fuch Occafions.

AT T S N Sty

LIS

CHAP.




	Seite 196
	Seite 197
	Seite 198
	Seite 199
	Seite 200

