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CHAP.IV.
Containing two Letters in very different Stiles.

¢ My worthy Friend,
Informed you in my laft, that I was for-
bidden the Ufe of the Waters, as they
were found by Experience rather to encreafe
than leflen the Symptoms of my Diftemper.
I muft now acquaint you with a Piece of
News, which, I believe, will afli¢t my Friends
more thanit hath afli&ted me. Dr. Harring-
ton ‘and - Dr,  Brew/fer have informed ' me,
that there is no Hopes of my Recovery.
¢ I have fomewhere read, that the great Ufe
of Philofophy is to learn to die. I will not
therefore fo far difgrace mine, as to fhew any
Surprize at receiving a Leflon which I muit
be thought to have fo long ftudied.  Yet, to
fay the Truth, one Page of the Gofpel teaches
this Leffon better than all the Volumes of an-
tient or modern Philofophers. .| T'he Aflurance
it gives us of another Life is a much ftronger
Support to a good Mind, than all the Confo-
lations that are drawn from the Neceffity of
Nature, the Emptinefs or Satiety of our En-
joyments here, or any other Topic of thofe
Declamations which are fometimes capable of
arming our Minds with a ftubborn Patience in
earing the Thoughts of Death ; but never of
raifing them to a real Contempt of it, and
much lefs of making us think it is a real Good.
I would not here be underftoed to throw:the
horrid Cenfure of Atheifm, or even the abfo-
Vior. LV, N galute
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lute Denial of Immortality, on all who are
called ' Philofophers. - Many of that Scét, as
well antient as modern, have, from the Light
of Reafon, difcovered fome Hopes of a future
State ; but, in Reality, that Light wasfo faint
and' glimmering, and the Hopes were {o in-
certain and precarious, that it may be juftly
doubted on 'which Side their Belief turned:
Plato himfelf concludes his Phedsn with de-
claring, that his beft Arguments amount only
to raife aProbability ; and Cicero himfelf feems
rather to profefs an Inclination to believe, than
any actual Belief in the Doétrines of Immor-~
tality.  As to myfelf, to be very fincere with
you, I never was much 'in earneft in this
Faith, till T wasin earneft a Chrifiian,
¢ You will perhaps wonder at the latter Ex-
preflion ; but I aflure you it hath not been till
very lately, that I could, with Truth, call
myfelf fo. The Pride of Fhilofophy had in-
toxicated my Reafon, and the fublimeft of all
Wildom appeared to me, as it did to the
Greelts of old, to be Foolithnefs.  God hath
however been fo gracious to thew me my Er-
ror in T'ime, and to bring me into the Way
of Truth, before I funk into utter Darknefs
for ever.
¢ I find myfelf beginning to grow weak, I
thall therefore haften to the main Purpofe of
this Letter.
¢ When I refle@ on the AGions of my paft
Life, I know of nothing which fits heavier
upon my Confcience, than the Injuftice I have
been guilty of to that poor Wretch, your a-
dopted Son, I have indeed not only connived
(13 at

The History of Book XVIII,
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at the Villainy of others, but been myfelf ac-
tive in Injuftice towards him. Believe me, my
dear Friend, when I tell you on the Word of
a dying Man, he hath been bafely injured.,
As to the principal Fa&, upon the Mifrepre-
{entation of which you difcarded him, I fo=
lemnly affure you he is innocent.  When you
lay upon your fuppofed Death-bed, he was
the only Perfon in the Houfe who teftified any
real Concern; and what happened afterwards
arofe from the Wildnefs of his Joy on your
Recovery; and, I am forry to fay it, from
the Bafenefs of another Perfon (butit is my
Defire to juftify the Innocent, and to ac-
cufe none.) Believe me, my Friend, this
young Man hath the nobleft Generofity of
Heart, the molt perfe@ Capacity for Friend-
fhip, the higheft Integrity, and indeed eve-
ry Virtue which can enoble a Man, He
hath fome Faults, but among them is not
to be numbred the leaft Want of Duty or
Gratitude towards you. On the contrary,
I am fatished when' you difmiffed him from
your Houfe, his Heart bled for you more than
for himf(elf,

““ Worldly Motives were the wicked and bafe
Reafons of my- concealing this from you fo
long 5 to reveal it now I can have no Induce=
ment but the Defire of ferving the Caufe of
Truth, of doing Right to the Innocent, and of
making all the Amends in my Power for a
paft Offence. I hope this Declaration there-

¢ fore will have the Effe&@ defired, and will re-

ftore this deferving young Man to your Fa-
vour ; the hearing of which, while I am yet
N 2 ¢ alive,
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‘¢ alive, will afford the utmoft: Confolation
[ 44
"tO, H

& Sir,
¢ Your mof? obliged,
$¢ Qbedient bumble Servant,
$¢_Thomas Square.””

The Reader will, after this, fcarce wonder at

the Revolution fo vifibly appearing in Mr. Al-
worthy, notwithftanding he received from Thwac-
kum, by the fame Poft, another Letter of a very
different Kind, which we- fhall here add, as it
may poflibly be the laft Time we thall have Oc~
cafion to mention the Name of that Gentleman,

LS L T TR R ]

"

€ Sir,

¢ T amnot at all furprized at hearing from your
worthy Nephew a frefh Inftance of the Villainy
of Mr. Square the Atheift’s young Pupil. I {hall
not wonder at any Murders he; may commit ;
and I heartily pray that your own Blood may
not feal up his final Commitment to the Place
of Wailing and Gnatfhing of T'eeth.

¢ Though you cannot want fufficient Calls to
Repentance for the many unwarrantable Weak-
nefles exemplified in your Behaviour to this

¢ Wretch, fo much to the Prejudice of your own

lawful Family, and of your Character. I fay,
tho’ thefe may fufficiently be fuppofed to pricic
and goad your Confcience at this Seafon ; I
fhould yet be wanting to my Duty, if I fpared
to give youfome Admonition, in order to bring

; ¢ you
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¢ you to adue Senfe of your Errors. I there-
¢ fore pray you ferioufly' to confider 'the Judg~
¢ ment which is'likely ‘to overtake 'this wicked
< Villain; and let it ferve at ledft as a Warning,
to you, that you may not for the future defpife
¢ the Advice of one who is fo indefatigable in his
Prayers for your Welfare.
¢ Had not my Hand been with-held from due
¢ Corre%ion, I had {courged much of this diabo-
lical Spirit out of a Boy, of whom from bis
Infancy I difcovered the Devil had taken fuch
entire Pofleffion ; but'Refle&ions of this Kind
now come too late.
¢ Tam forry you have given away the Living
of T#¢fterton fo haftily. I fhould-haveé applied
on that Oceafion earlier, had I thought you
would not have acquainted me previous to the
Difpofition, Your Objection to Pluralities
is being righteous over-much. If there were
any Crime in the Practice, fo many godly Men
would not agree to it. If the Vicar of Alder-
grove fhouid die (as we hear he is in a declin-
ing Way) I hope you will think of me, fince L
am certain you muft be convinced of my moft
fincere Attachment to your higheft Welfare.
A Welfire to which all worldly Confiderations
are as trifling as the {fmall Tithes mentioned in
Scripture are, when compared to the weighty
Matters of the Law,
¢ [am, Sir,
© Your faithful humble Servant,
¢ Roger Thwackum.’
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T his was the firft Time Thwackum ever wrote
in this authoritative Stile to Allwerthy, and of this
he had afterwards fufficient Reafgn to repent, as
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