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240 The History of Book XVIII,
in the Cafe of thofe who miflake the higheft De-
gree of Goodnefs for the loweft Degree of Weak-
nefs.  Alhworthy had indeed never liked this
Man. He knew him to be proud and ill natured;
he alfo knew that his Divinity itfelf was tinctured
with his Temper, and fuch 25 in many Refpeéls
he himfelf did by no means approve : But he was
at the fame Time an excellent Scholar, and moft
indefatigable in teaching the two Lads. Add to
this the firict Severity of his Life and Manners,
an unimpeached Honeity, and a moft devout
Attachment to Religion. So that upon the whole,
though Alfwertky did not efteem nor love the Man,
yet he could never bring himfelf to part with a
‘Tutor to the Boys, who was, both by Lenming
and Induitry, extremely well qualified for his Of-
fice; and he hoped, that as they were bred up
in his own Houfe, and under his own Eye, he
thould be able to correét whatever was wrong in
Thwackum’s Inftrulions, .

CHAP. V.
In which the Hiftory is continued.

.MR. Allworthy, in his laft Speech, had re-

colleCted fome tender Ideas concerning

Jones, which had brought Tears into the good
Man’s Eyes. This Mrs. Miller obferving, faid,
Yes, yes, Sir, your Goodnefs to this poor
young Man is known, notwithftanding all
your Care to concealit ; but there is not a fin-
gle Syllable of Truth in what thofe Villains
faid. Mr. Nightingale hath now difcovered the
whole Matter. Tt feems thefe Fellows were
employed by a Lord, whois a Rival of }?\OIOI'
¢ Mr.
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Mr, Fones, tohave prefled him on board a Ship.
———1 aflure them 1 don’t know who they
will prefs next. Mr. Nightingale here hath
feen the Officer himfelf, who is a very pretty
Gentleman, and hath told him all, and is very
forry for what he undertook, which he would
never have done, had he known 'Mr. Fones to
have been a Gentleman ; but he was told that
he was common firolling Vagabond.”
Alhworthy ftared at all this, and declared hie was
a Stranger to every Word fhe faid. ¢ Yes, Sir,’
anfwered fhe, ¢ T believe you are. ——TItisa
¢ very different Story, I believe, from what thofe
¢ Fellows told the Lawyer.’

¢ What Lawyer, Madam ? .what is it you
¢ mean?’ faid AMworthy. - ¢ Nay, nay,” faid
fhe, ¢ thisis fo like you to deny your own Good-
¢ nefs; but Mr. Nightingale here faw him.”
Saw whom, Madam ¢’ anfwered he. ¢ Why
your Lawyer, Sir,” faid ‘fhe, ¢ that you {o
kindly fent to enquire into the Affair.” ¢ Iam
ftill in the Dark, upon my Honour,” faid A//-
wirthy ¢ Why then do you tell him, my
¢ dear Sir,” cries the. ¢ Indeed, Sir,’ faid Night-
ingale, ¢ 1 did fee that very Lawyer who went
¢ from you when I came into the Room, at an
¢ Alchoufe in Alderfgate, in Company with two
¢ of the Fellows who were employed by Lord
¢ Fellamar to prefs Mr. Fones, and who were by
¢ that means prefent at the unhappy Rencounter
¢ between him and Mr. Fitzpatrick.” ¢1 own,
< Sir,” faid Mrs. Mifler, © When I faw this Gen-
¢ tleman come into the Room to you, Itold
¢ Mr. Nightingale that I apprchended you had
¢ fent him thither to enqure into the Affair.”
Allwerthy thewed Marks of Aftopifbment in his
Countenance at this News, and was indeed for
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272 The History of Book XVIIL.

two or three . Minutes ftruck dumb by it.. At
laft, addrefling himfelf to Mr. Nightingale, he
faid, ¢ I muit confefs myfelf, Sir, more furprized
¢ ‘at'what you tell me, than I have ever been be-
¢ fore at any Thing in ' my whole Life. . Are you
¢ certain this was the Gentleman 7¢I am moft
¢ certain,’ anfwered Nightingale. ¢ At Alder-
¢ gate 27 cries. Allworthy. ¢ And was you in
¢ Company with this Lawyer and the two Fel-
< lows?®’ ¢ I was, Sir,”> faid the other,
¢ very near halfan Hour.? ¢ Well, Sir,’ faid
Alkwerthy, ¢ and in what Manner did the Lawyer
¢ behave? [ Did you hear all that paft between
¢ him and the Fellows?’ ¢ No, Sir,” anfwered
Nightingale, ¢+they had been together before I
¢ came. —— In my Prefence the Lawyer faid
¢ little 3 but after I had feveral Times examined
¢ the Fellows, who perfifted -in a Story direéily
¢ contrary to what I had heard from Mr. Fones,
¢ and which I find by Mr. Firzpatrick was a rank
¢ Falfhood ; the Lawyer then defired the Fellows
¢:to fay nothing but what was the Truth, and

¢ {eemed to fpeak fo much in Favour of Mr.

¢ Fonesy that when I faw the fame Perfon with

¢ you, I concluded your Goodnefs had prompted

¢ you to fend him thither.’—¢ And did you not
¢ fend him thither ? * fays Mrs. Miller, ——¢ In-

Idid not,” anfwered Allwerthy ; ¢ nor did

¢ I know he had gone on fuch an Errand ’till

¢ this . Mome ——¢ I feeitall I’ faid Mrs.

Miller: ¢ Upon my Souly I fee it all! No

¢ Wonder they have been clofetted fo clofe late

¢ ly. Son Night
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btingale, let me beg you run for
¢ thefe  Fellows w:mu.imtei}'—-—ﬁnd them out if
¢ they are above Ground. I will ge myfelf.’

¢ Dear Madam,’ faid Allwaeriby, ¢ be pa-
¢ tient,
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¢ tient, and do me the Favour to fend a Servant
5 up Stairs to call Mr. Dewling hither, if he bé
¢ in the Houfe, or if not, Mr. Blifil.> “Mirs,
Miller went out muttering fomething to herfelf,
and prefently returned with an 'Anfwer. ¢ That

Mr. Dowling was gone; but tlmt the t'other,
¢ .as the called him, was commg

Allwsrthy was of a cooler "Difpofition  than {hc
pood Woman, whofe Spirits were all up in'Arms
in the Caufe of her Friend.  He was not how-
ever without fome Sufpicions which were near a
kin to hets.  When B/ifil came into the Room,
he afked him with a very ferious Countenance,
and with a lefs friendly Look than he had ever be-
fore ‘given hir m," ¢ Whether he knew any Thing
¢ of Mr.' Dowling’s having feen any of the Per-
¢ fons who *were prc.cnt “at’ the Duel between
€ Fones and another Gentleman 7

There 'is nothing fo dangerous as a Queftion
which comes by Surprize on'a Man, *.fth Bu-
finefs it is to' conceal Truth, ‘or to defend Falfe-
hood. 'For which Reafon thofe’ worthy ' Per<
fonages, whofe ‘noble ‘Office it is to fave the
Lives of their Fellow Creatures at the O/d-Bai-
leyy take the utmoft' Care, by “frequent previ-
ous ' Examination, ‘to divine every Queftion,
which may be afked their Clientson the Day of
T'rial, that they may be fupply’d with proper ‘and
ready Anfwcr:, which the mof {' fertile Invention
cannot fupply in an Inftant.  Befides,; the fudden
and violent Impulfe on the E;ortl occafioned by
thefe Surpr"/,\.s, caufes Frcmxcﬂtf; fuchan-AlZ
teration ‘in the Q(\llllt("‘l‘ﬂf‘C thﬁ ‘.Ec Man#ig
obliged to give Evidence i himfelf. = And
fuch indeed were the Ahel“uons vh cl zhe Loun-
tenance of Blifi/ underwent from thi
ftien; that we can fcarce blame
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Mrs. Miller, who immediately cry’d out, ¢ Guil-
¢ ty, upon my Honour | Guilty,upon my Soul ¥’

Mr. Allworthy tharply rebuked her for this Im-
petuofity ; and then turning to B/ifil, who feem-
ed finking into the Earth, he faid, ¢ Why do
¢ you hefitate, Sir, at giving me an Anfwer ?
¢ You certainly muft have employed him ; for he
¢ would not, of hisown Accord, I believe, have
¢ undertaken fuch an Errand, and efpecially with-
¢ out acquainting me.’

Biifil then anlwered, ¢ I own, Sir,’ I have
¢ been guilty of an Offence, yet may 1 hope
¢ your Pardon P’——¢ My Pardon ?’ faid A/
zoorthy very angrily. —— ¢ Nay, S8ir, anfwered
Bhfil, ¢ 1 krew you would be offended 5 yet
* furely my dear Uncle will forgive the Effeds of
the moft amiable of human Weaknefles. Com-
paffion for thofe who do not deferve it, Iown,
is a Crime ; and yet it is 2 Crime from which
vou yourfelf are not entirely free. 1 know I
have beer: guilty of it in more than one Inftance
to this very Perfon ; and I will own I did fend
Mr. Dewling, not on a vain and fruitlefs En-
quiry, but to difcover the Witnefles, and to
endeavour to foften their Evidence. This, Sir,
is the Truth 3 which though I intended to con-
ceal from you, I will not deny.’
< I confefs,” faid Nightingale, ¢ this §s the
¢ Light in which it appeared to me from the
& Gentleman’s Behaviour.”

¢ Now, Madam,” faid #hwerthy, ¢ believe
¢ you will once in your Life own you have en-
s tertained a wrong Sufpicion, and are not fo
¢ angry with my Nephew as you was,’

Mrs. Mijler was filent ; for though fhe could
not fo haftily be plealed with Blifil; whom the
locked
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looked upon to have been the Ruin of: Fares,
yet in this particular Inftance he had impofed up-
on her as well as upon the reft ; fo entirely had the
Devil ftood his Friend.  And indeed, I look up-
on the vulzar Obfervation, That the Devil often
deferts bis Friends, and leaves them in the Lurch,
to be a great Abufe on that Gentleman’s Charac-
ter. Perhaps he may fometimes defert thofe who
are only his Cup A cquaintance ; or who, at moft,
are but half his ; but he generally ftands by thofe
who are thoroughly his Servants, and helps them
off in all Extremities, ’till their Bargain expires.

As a conquercd Rebellion ftrengthens a Go-
vernment , or as Health is more perfeétly eftablifh-
ed by Recovery from fome Difeafes ; fo Anger,
when removed, often gives new Lifc to Affecti-
on. This was the Cafe of Mr. Allworthy ; for
Blifil having wiped off the greater Sufpicion, the
lefier, which had been raifed by Sguare’s Letter,
funk of Courfe, and was forgotten ; and Thwack-
um, with whom he was greatly offended, bore
alone all the RefleGions which Sguare had caft on
the Enemies of Fones.

As for that young Man, the Refentment of
Mr. Allworthy began more and more to abate fo-
wards him. He told B/ifil, ¢ he did not only
¢ forgive the extraordinary Efforts of his Good-
¢ Nature, but would give him the Pleafure of
¢ following his Example.” Then turning to
Mrs. Miller, with a Smile which would have be-
come an Angel, he cry’d, ¢ What fay you,
¢ Madam ; fhall we take a Hackney-Coach, and
¢ all of us together pay a Vit to your Friend #
¢ 1 promife you it is not the firft Vifit I have
¢ made in a Prifon.’

N6 Every
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Every Reader, I believe, will be able to an-
fwer for the worthy Woman ; but they muft
have a great deal of Good:Nature, and be well
acquainted with Friendfhip, who can feel what
{he felt on this Occafion. - Few, I hope, are ca-
pable of feeling what now paft in the Mind of
Blifils but thofe wlo are; will acknowledge,
thatit wasimpoffible for him to raife any Objeéti-
on to this Vifg. ' Fortune, however, or the
Gentleman lately mentioned above, ftood his
Friend, and prevented his undergoing fo great a
Shock : For at the very Inftant when the Coach
was fent for, Partridge arrived, and having cal-
led Mrs. Miller from the Company acquainted
her with the dreadful Accident lately come to
Light; and hearing Mr. Allworthy’s Intention,
begged her to find fome Means of ftopping him 3
¢ for,” fayshe, ¢ the Matter muft at all Hazards be
¢ kept a Secret from him ;5 and if he fhould now
¢ go, he will find Mr. Fones and his Mother,
< who arrived juft as I lefe him, lamenting over
¢ one another the horrid Crime they have igno-
¢ rantly committed.’

The poor Woman, who was almoft deprived
of her Senfes at his dreadful News, was never
lefs capable of Invention than at prefent. How-
ever, as Women are much readier at this than
Men, fhe bethought herfelf of an Excufe, and re-
turning to Alwarthy faid, € I am fure, Sir,
¢ you will be furprized at hearing any Obje&tion
¢ from me to the kind Propofal you juft now
¢ made; and yet I am afraid of the Confequence
¢ of it, if carried immedately into Execution.
¢ You muft imagine, Sir, that all the Calami-
¢ ties which have lately befallen this poor young
5. Fellow, muft have thrown him into the K)wcﬁ:

De-
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¢ Dejection of Spirits: And now, Siry {hould we
¢ all on a fudden fling him into fuch a violent Fit
¢ of Joy, as1know your Prefence will occafion,
¢ it may, [ am afraid, produce fome fatal Mif-
¢ chief, efpecially as his Servant who is without,
< tells me he is very far from being well.’

¢ Is his Servant without !’ cries Allwarthy s
¢ Pray call him hither.. I will afk him fome
< Queftions concerning his Mafter.”

Pariridge was at firft afraid to appear before
Mr. Allwerthy 5 but was at length perfuaded, af-
ter Mrs. Miiler, who had often heard his whole
Story from his own Mouth, had promifed toin-
troduce him.

Allworthy recolle&ed. Partridge the Moment
he came into the Room, though many Years
had pafled fince he had feen him. Mrs. Miller
therefore might have fpared here a formal Oration,
in which indeed fhe was, fomething prolix = For
the Reader, I believe, may haveobfervedalready
that the good Woman, among other Things,
had a Tongue always ready for the Service of her
Friends.

¢ And are you,’ faid Allkworthy to Partridge,
¢ the Servant of Mr. Fones £’ ¢ I can’t fay,
¢ Sir, anfwered he, that I am regularly a Ser-
s yant, but I livewith him, an’t pleafe your Ho-
¢ nour, at prefent.  Nou fum qualis eram, as your
¢ Honour very well knows.”

Mr. Allwsrtby then afked him many Queftions
concerning Fones; as ' to his Health, and other
Matters; to all which Partridge anfwered, with-
out having the leaft Regard to what was, but con~
fidered only what he would have Things appears
for a ftrié Adherence_to Truth was not among

the
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