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‘320 The HisTory of ' Book XVIII,

% thee to thy Miftrefs this Moment’ Here 4.
worthy interpofed 5 and the Squire being unable
to prevail either with the Uncle or Nephew, was,
after fome Litigation, obliged to confent to delay
introducing Fones'to Sophia till the Afternoon;
at which Time Alkworthy, "as well in Compafii-
on to Fones, as in Compliance with 'the cager
Defires of 1#7y/fern, was prevailed upon to promife
toattend at the Tea-table,

"T'he Converfation which now enfued was plea-
fant enough ; and with which, had it happened
carlier in our Hiftory, we would have entertained
our Reader ; but as we'have now Leifure only
torattend to what is véry ‘material, ‘it fhall fuffice
to fay, that Matters being entirely adjufted as to
the Afternoon-vifit; Mr. #7effers again returned
home.

Sy 7 ) el @
The Hiftorydraws nearer to a Conclufion.

HEN Mr. #eflern was departed, Fones

began to inform Mr. Altworthy  and

Mrs. Adiller, that his Liberty had been pro-
cured by two noble Lords, who, together with
two Surgeens, and a Friend of Mr. Nightingale’s
hadattended the Magiftrate by whom he had beer
committed, and by whom, on the Surgeons
Oaths, that the wounded Perfon was out of all
Manner of Danger from his Wound, he was

‘difchurged.

One only of thefe Lords, he faid, he had ever
feen'before, and that no more than once 5 but the
other had greatly furprized him, by afking hi$
Pardon for an Offence he had been guilty of to-
wards
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wards him, occafioned, he faid, entirely by his
Tgnorance who he was:

Now the Reality of the Cafe with which Fones
was not acquainted till afterwards, was this. The
Lieutenant whom Lord Fellamar had employedy
according to the Advice of Lady Bellaffsn; to
prefs Fones, asa Vagabond, into the Sea Servicey
when he came to report to his Lordfhip the Event
which we have before feen, {poke very favour-
ably of the Behaviour of Mr. Fones on all Ac-
counts, and {trongly aflured that Lord, that he
muft have miftaken the Perfon ; for that Fomes
was certainly 2 Gentleman :. infomuch  that his
Lordfhip, who was ftri¢tly a Man of Honours
and would by no Means have been guilty of an
A&ion which the World in general would have
condemned, began to be much concerned for the'
Advice which he had taken.

Within a Day or two after this, Lord Fel/lamar
happened to dine with the /ri/b Peer, who, in a
Converfation upon the Duel, acquainted his Com-~
pany with the CharaQer of Fitzpatrick ; to which
indeed he did not do {trict Juftice, efpecially in
what related to his Lady. He faid, fhe was the®
moft innocent, the moft injured Woman alive,
and that from Compaflion alone he had underta~
ken her Caufe. - He then declared an Intention of
going the next Moming to Fitzpatrick’s Lodg~
ings, in order to prevail with him, if poffible,
to confent to a Separation from his:Wife, whoy
the Peer faid, wasin Apprehenfions for her Lifes
if the {hould ever return to be under the Power’
of her Hufband. Lord Fellamar agreed to go
with him, that he might fatisfy himfelf more
concerning. Fones, and the Circumftances of the:
Duel ; for he was by no Means eafy concerning

Ps the:




g22 The HisTory of Book XVIII,

the Part he had acted. The Moment his Lordfhip
gave a Hint of his Readinefs to affift in the Deli-
very of the Lady, it was eagerly embraced by
the other Nobleman, who depended much on the
Authority of Lord Fellamar, as he thought it
would greatly contribute to awe Fitzparrick into
a Compliance ; and perhaps he was in the right ;
far the paor Zrifhman no fooner faw thefe noble
Peers had undertaken the Caufe of his Wife, than
he fubmitted, and Articles of Separation were
foon drawn up, and figned between:the Parties.
ZLitzpatrick had been fo well fatisfied by Mrs.
#aters concerning the Innocence of his Wife
with Fones at Upton, -or perhaps from fome other
Reafons, was now become fo indifferent to ‘that
Matter, sthat he fpoke-highly in Favour of Foes,
to Lord Fellamar, took all the Blame upon him-
felf, and faid the other 'had behaved very much
like.a Gentleman, and a Man of Honour ; and

- upon that Lord’s further Enquiry:concerning Mr.

Fones, Fitzpatrick told him he was Nephew to a
Gentleman of very great Fathion and Fortune,
which was the Account he had juft received from
Nirs. Waters, after her Interview with Dowling.
Lord Fellamar now thought it behoved him to
doevery Thing in his Powertomake SatisfaGion
to 2 Gentleman whom he hadfo grofly injured,
and without any Confideration of Rivalthip, (for
he had now given over all Thoughts of Ssphia)
determined to procure Mr. ones’s Liberty, being
fatisfied as well from Fitzpatrick as his Surgeon,
that the Wound was not'mortal. He thercfore
prevailed with the Jrifh Peer to accompany him
to the Place where Fones was confined, to whom

e behayed as ‘we have alceady related,

When
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When Allwerthy returned to bis Lodgings, he
immediately carried Fones into his Room, ‘an
then acquainted bim Wwith the whole Matter, a3
well ‘what he had heard from Mrs. Waters, as
what he had difcovered from Mr. Daowling,
Fones exprefled great Aftonifhment, and no
lefs Concern at this Account 3 but without mak-
ing any Comment or Obfervation upon it. -~ And:
nowa Meflage was brought from Mr. Blifil, defir-
ing to know if his Unele was at Leifure, 'that'he:
might wait upon him. Allwerthy ftarted and:
turned pale, and then in a more paflionate T'one
than 1 believe he hadever ufed before, bid the
Servant tell Biifil, he knew bim not. ¢ Cornifi-
¢ der, dear Sir,’— cries Fones, in a trembling
Voice. ——¢ I have confidered,’ anfwered All-
aworthy, and you yourfelf thall carry my Meflage
¢ to the Villain. —No one can carry him the
< Sentence of his own Ruin fo properly, as the
¢ Man whofe Ruin he hath fo villainoufly con-
¢ trived.’—=="¢ Pardon me, dear Sir,” faid Fones 3
¢ 5 Moment’s Refleétion will, I am fure, con-
¢ vince you of the contrary. What might per-
¢ haps be but Juitice from ancther T ongue would
¢ from mine be Infult? and to whom P —My
¢ own Brother, and your Nephew. — Nor did
¢ he ife me fo barbaroufly. — Indeed that would
¢ have been more inexcufable than any Thing

¢ he hath done. Fortune may tempt Men of no-

¢ yery bad Difpofitions to Injuftice ; but Tnlults
¢ proceed only from black and rancorous Minds,
s and have no Temptations to excufe them. ==
¢ T,et me befeech you, Sir, to do nothing by him
s in the prefent Height of your Anger. Confi-
der, my dear Uncle, I was not mylelf con-
¢« demned unheard. Allwerthy food filent 2 Mo-

P 6 ment,
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ment, and then embracing Fones, he faid with
Tears guthing from his Eyes, * O my Child ! to
¢ what Goodnefs have T been fo long blind !

Mrs. Miller. entring the Room at. that Mo-
ment, after a gentle Rap, which was not per-
ceived, -and feeing Fones.in the Arms.of his Un-
cle, the poor Woman, inan Agony of Joy, fell
upon her Knees, and burft forth into the moft
ecltatic Thankf{givings to Heaven, for what had
happened, — Then running to  Fnes, the em-
braced him eagerly, crying, ¢ My deareft Friend,
¢ I with you Joy a thoufand ‘and. a thoufand
¢ "Times of this bleft Day ;. and next Mr; 4//:
sworthy -himfelf received the fame Congratulati=
ons,. To which he anfwered, - ¢ Indeed, - in-
¢ deed, Mys. Miller, 1 am beyond Expreffion
* happy.” Some few more Raptures having paf-
fed on all Sides, Mrs. Miller . defired them
both to walk down to Dinner in the Parlour,
where fhe faid there were a very happy Set of
People affembled; being indeed no other than
Ms. Nightingale znd his, Bride, and. his Coufin
Harris with her Bridegroom,

Allwerthy excufed himfelf from dining with the
Company, faying he had ordered fome little
Thing for him and his Nephew in his own A-
partment; for that they had much private Bufi=
nefs to difcourfe of, but would not refift promi-
fing the good Woman, that both he and Fones
would make Part of her Society at Supper.

Mrs. Miller then afked what was to be done
with BIfil; ¢ for indeed, fays the, I cannot be
¢ ealy while fuch a Villain'is in my Houfe,” —
Allworthy anfwered, ¢ He was as uneafy as her-
¢ felf on the fame Account.’ ¢ O ¢cries the,
* if that be the Cafe, leave the Matter to me 3
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I’ll foon fhew him the Outfide of my Doors, T
warrant you. Here are two or three lufty Fel-
lows below Stairs.” ¢ There will be no Need
of any Violence, cries Alhworthy 5 if you will
carry him'a Meflage from 'me, he will, I am
convinced, depart of his own Accord. ¢ WillT{”
faid Mrs. Millers ¢ I'never'did any Thing in my
¢ Life with a better Will.”  Here Fones interfer-
ed, and faid, ¢ He had confidered the Matter
¢ better, and would, if Mr. Alworthy pleafed,
be himfelf the Meflenger.” ¢ Iknow, fayshe,
already enough of your Pleafure, Sir, ‘and. I
beg Leave to acquaint him with it by my own
Words. ~ Let me befeech ‘you, Sir, added he,
to refle& on the dreadful Confequences of driv-
ing him to viclent and fudden Defpair.  How
unfit, alas! is this poor Man to die in his pre-
fent Situation.” This Suggeftion had not the
leaft Effe& on Mrs. AMiiler.  She left the Room
crying, ¢ You are too good, Mr. Fones, infi-
¢ nitely too good to live in this World.” DBut if
made a deeper Impreflion on Alkworthy. ¢ My
¢ good Child, faid he, I.m equally aftonifhed at
the Goodnefs of your Heart, and the Quick-
nefs of your Underftanding. Heaven indeed
forbid that this Wretch fhould be deprived of
any Means or Time for R pentance. That
would be afhocking Confideration indeed. ~ Ga
to him therefore and ufe your own Dilcretion ;
yet do not flatter him with any Hopes of my
Forgivenefs ; for I fhall never forgive Villainy
f.rther than my Religion oblizes me, and that
extends.not either to our Bounty or our Conver-
fation.”

Fones went up to Blifi’s Room, whom he
found ina Situation which moved his Pity, though
it
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it would have raifed a'lefs amiable Paffion in many
Behelders. ‘He caft himfelf on his Bed, ‘where he
lay abandoning himfelf to Defpair, and drowned
in Tears; not in fuch Tears as flow from Con-
trition, and-wath away Guilt from Minds which
have been feduced or furprized into it unawares,
againft ‘the Bent of their natural Difpofitions,
as will fometimes happen from human F raiity,
evento the Good: Wo, thefe Tears were fiich
as the frighted Thief {heds in his Cart, 1and are
indeed the Effeds ‘of that Concern which the moft
favage Natures are feldom deficient in feeling for
themfelves.

It would be unpleafant and tedious to paint this
Scene in full Length.  Let'it fuffice to fay, ‘that
the Behaviour of Fones was kind to Exces. He
omitted nothing which his Invention could fupply,
to raife and comfort the drooping Spirits of ‘Blifi/,
before he communicated to him the Refolution of
his Uncle, that he muft quit the Houfe' that E-
vening. Heoffered tofurnith him with any Mo-
ney he wanted, affured him of his hearty For-
givenefs of all he had done againft him, that he
would ‘endeavour to live with him hereafter as a
Erother, and would leave nothing unattempted
to effeCtuate a Reconciliation with his Uncle.

Blifil was at fuft fullen and filent, balancing
in'his Mind whether he fhould yet deny all: But
finding at laft the Evidence too ftrong againft him,
he betook himfelf atlaft to Confeflion.  He then
afked Pardon of his Brother in the moft vehement
Manner, proftrated himfelf on the Ground, and
kiffed his'Feet: In fhort, he was now as remark-
ably mean, as he had been before remarkably
wicked,

Fones
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snes could not fo far check his Difdain, but
that it a little difcovered itfelf in his Countenance
at this extreme Servility. He raifed his Brother
the Moment he could from the Ground, and
advifed him to bear his Afliftions more like a
Man ; repeating, at the fame Time, his Promifes,,
that he would do all in his Power to leflen them :
For which Blifil ‘making many Profeflions of
his Unworthinefs, poured forth a Profufion of
Thanks : And then he having declared he would
immediately depart to another Lodging, Fanes
returnedtohis Uncle.

Among other Matters, Allworthy mow ac-
quainted Fones with the Difcovery which he-made
concerning the 500/ Bank-Notes. ¢ I have,
faid he, ¢ already confulted a Lawyer, who ‘tells
¢ me, to my great Aftonifhment, that there is mo-
¢ Punifhment for a Fraud of this Kind. Indeed,
¢ when I confider the black Ingratitude of this.
< Fellow toward you, I think a Highwayman,
¢ compared to him, isan innocent Perfon.’
< Good Heaven !’ fays Fones, ¢ is it pofiible ?
——1 am fhocked ‘beyond Meafure at this
¢ News. 1 thought there was not an honefter
Fellow in the World. —— The Temptation of
fuch a Sum was too great for him to withftand ;
for fmaller Matters have come fafe to me
through his Hand. Indeed, my dear Uncle,
you muft fuffer me to call it Weaknefs rather
than Ingratitude 3 for Tam convinced the poor
Fellow loves me, and hath done me fome Kind-
nefles, which T can never forget; nay, I be-
lieve he hath repented of this very A& : For
it is not above a Day or two ago, when my
Affairs feemed in the moft defperate Situation,
¢hat he vifited me in my Confinement, and

¢ offered
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offered me any Money I wanted, Confider, Sir,
what a Temptation to a Man who hath tafted
fuch bitter Diftrefs, it muft be to have 2 Sum n
his Poffeflion, which muft put him and his
Family beyond any future Pofhbility of fuffering
the like,
¢ Child,” cries Allworthy, ©you carry this for-
giving Temper too far. ~ Such miftaken Mercy
is not only Weaknefs but borders on Injuftice,
and is VEry pernicious to Society, as it encou-
rages Vice. The Dithonefty of this Fellow I
might perhaps have pardoned, but never his
Ingratitude. And give me Leave to fay, when
we fuffer any Temptation to attone for Difho-
nefty itfelf, we are as candid and merciful as
we ought to be; and fofar I confels I have
gone; for I have often pitied the Fate of a
Highwayman, when I have been on the Grand
Jury; and have more than once applied to the
Judge on the Behalf of fuch as have had any
mitigating Circumftances in their Cale; but
when Difhonetty is attended with any blacker
Crime, fuch as Cruelty, Murder, Ingratitudey
or the like, Compaffion and Forgivenefs then
become Faults. I am convinced the Fellow
“ is a Villain, and he fhall be punithed; at leaft
as far as I can punith him.’ _
This was fpoke with fo ftern a Voice, that
gmes did not think proper to make any Reply :
efides, the Hour appointed by Mr. Weftern
now drew fo near, that he had barely Time left
todrefs himfelf. Here therefore ended the prefent
Dialogue, and Foues retired to another Room,
where Pariridge attended, according to Urder,
with his Cloaths,
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