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I which the Hiftory is concluded.

‘("OU\’G Nightingale had been that After-
noon, by Appointment, to waiton his Fa-
ther, who received him much more kindly than
he expected. There likewile he met his Uncle,
-"ho was :ctumud to Town in Quelt of his new-
Lters
viarriage was the luckieft Incident which
¢ JL.;;[)L‘[ILI to the young Gentleman ;
Brothers lived in a conftant State of
Contention about the Government of their Chil-
dren, both heartily defpifing the Method which
cach other took. Each of them therefore now
endeayoured as much as he could to palliate the
Offence which his own Child had committed,
and to aggravate the Match of the other. This
Defire of triumphing over his Brother, added to
the many Arguments which A/wsrthy had ufed,
fo ftrongly operated on the old Gentleman, that
he met his Son with a (miling Countenance, and
actually agreed to fup with him that Evening at
Mrs. jM'f!/e: s.

As for the other, who really loved his D:mnh—-
ter with the moft immoderate Affe&tion, thcre
was little Diﬂiculty in inclining him to a Recon-
ciliation. He was no fooner informed by his
Nephew, where his' Daughter and her Hufhand
were, than he declared he would inftantly go fo
her. And when he arrived there, he fearce fuf-
fered her to fall upon her Knees, b{. fore he took
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her up, and embraced her with a Tendernefs
which affeéted all who faw him ; and in lefs than
a Quarter of an Hour was as well reconciled to
both her and her Hufband, as if he had himfelf
joined their Hands.

In this Situation were Affairs when Mr. A7/-
warthy and his Company arrived to complete the
Happinefe of Mrs. ddiller, who no fooner faw
Sophia, than fhe gueffed every Thing that had
happened ; and fo great was her Friendfhip to
Fones, that it added not a few Tranfports to
thofe fhe felt on the Happinefs of her own
Daughter.

There have not, I believe, been many In-
fances of a Number of People met together,
where every ome was fo perfeétly happy, as in
this Company. . Amongft whom the Father of
young Nightingale enjoyed the leaft perfect Can-
tent ; for notwithftanding his Affection for his
Son 3 notwithftanding the Authority and the Ar-
guments of Alworthy, together with the other
Motive mentioned before, he could not fo entire-
ly be fatisfied with his Son’s Choice ; and “per-
haps the Prefence of Sgphia herfelf tended a lit-
tle to aggravate and heighten his Concern, as a
Thought now and then fuggefted itfelf, that his
Son might have bad that Lady, or fome fuch
other. Not that any of the Charms which
adorned either the Perfon or Mind of So-
phia, created the Uneafinefs : Tt was the Con-
tents of her Father’s Coffers which fet his Heart
alonging. Thefe were the Charms which he
could not bear to think his Son had facrificed to
the Daughter of Mrs, Miller.

The
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The Brides were both very pretty Women >
but o totally were they eclipfed by the Beauty, of
Siphia, that had they not been two of the beft-
tempered Girls in the World, it would have
raifed fome Envy in their Breafts ; for neither of
their Hufbands could long keep his Eyes from So-
phia, who fat at the Table like a Queen receiv-
ing Homage, or rather like a fuperiour Being re-
ceiving Adoration from all around her. But it
was an Adoration which they gave, notwhich
the exalted: For fhe was as much diftinguifhed
by her Modefty and Affability, as by =zl her
other Perfeétions. : ]

The Evening was fpent in much true Mirth.
All were happy, but thofe the moft, who had
been moft unhappy before. Their former Suf-
ferings and Fears gave fuch a Relifh to their Fe-
licity, as even Love and Fortune in their fulleft
Flow could not have given without the Advan-
tage of fuch a Comparifon.  Yet as great'Joy,
efpecially after a fudden Change and Revolution
of Circumftances, is apt to be filent, and dwells
rather in the Heart than on the Tongue, Fanes
and Szphia appeared the leaft merry of the whole
Company. Which #%flern obferved with great
Impatience, often crying out tq them, ¢ Why
¢ do’ft not talk, Boy! Why do’ft look fo grave !
¢ Haft loft thy Tongue, Girl! Drink another
¢ Glafs of Wire, fha’t drink another Glafs.”
And the more to enliven her, he would fome-
times fing a merry Song, which borefome Re-
lation to Matrimony, -and the Lofs of 2 Maiden-
head. Nay, he would have proceeded fo far on
that Topic, as to have driven her out of the
Room, if Mr. Allworthy had not checkt him

Qeg fome-
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fometimes by Looks, and once or twice by a
Fie! Mr. Weflern.  He began indeed once to
debate the Matter, and aflert his Right to talk to.
his ‘own Daughter as he thought fit ; but as no
Body feconded him, he was foon reduced to Or-
der.

Notwithftanding this little Reftraint, he was
fo pleafed with the Chearfulnefs and Good-Hu-
mour of the Company, that he infifted on their
meeting the next Day at his Lodgings.  They
ail did fo 5 and ‘the lovely Sopbia, who was now
i private become a Bride too, officiated as the:
Miftrefs of ‘the Ceremonies, or, in the polite .
Phrafe, did the Honours of the Table.  She had
that Morning “given her Hand to Fones, in the
Chapel at Doffors Commons, where Mr. Allvor-
1by, “Mr. WWeffern, and Miss. Miller were the on-
Yy Perfons prefent,

Sophia bad earneftly defired her Father, that
no others of the Company, who were, that Day
to-dine with him, {hould be acquainted with her:,
Marriage.  The fame Secrecy was enjoined to-
Murs. Afillir, and Fones undertook for Allwsrthy.
This fomewhat' reconciled the Delicacy of Sophia
to the publick”Entertainment, which, in Coms
pliance with her Father’s Will, fhe was obliged .
to'go'to, ereatly’ againft her own Inclications..,
In"Confidence of this 3ccrecy, fhe went through.
the Day pretty well, till the Squire, who was
now advanced into the fecond Bottle, could con- -
tain his' Joy no longer, but, filling out a Bum-
per, ‘drank’ a Health to the Bride. The Health
was immediately picdged by all prefent, to, the, |
great Confufion of our poor blufhing Septia, and
the great Coneern of Fomes upon her Account.

189 ; Te
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To fay Truth, there was not a Perfon prefent
made wifer by this Difcovery; for Mrs.. Miller
had whifpered it to her Daughter, her Daughter .
to her Hufband, her Hufband to,his Sifter, and
fhe to all the reft. x :

Sophia now took the firft, Opportunity. of with-
drawing with the Ladies, and the Squire fat in to-
his Cups, in which he was, by Degrees, defert-.
ed by all the Company, except the Uncle .of
young Nightingale, who loved his Bottle as well
as Wgflern himfelf.  Thefe two therefore fat.
ftoutly to it, during the whole Evening, and long:
after that happy Hour which had furrendered the-
charming Sopbia to the eager Arms of her enrap- .
tured Fones. |

Thus, Reader, we have at length brought our
Hiftory to a Conclufion, in which,  to our great
Pleafure, tho’ contrary perhaps to. thy Expetta-
tiony' Mr. Fones appears to be the happieft of all -
human Kind : For what Happinefs, this World .
affords equal to the Poffeflion of fuch a Woman -
as Sopbia,. 1 fincerely own I have never yet dif-
covered.

As to the other Perfons who have made any
coniiderable Figure in this Hiltory,. as fome may
defire to know a lictle more concerning them,, |
we will proceed: in asfew Words as poffible, to. ;
fatisfy their Curiofity.

Allwarthy hath never yet been. prevailed upon
to fee  Blif!, but he huth yiclded to the Impoz-
tunity of Fones, backed by Sophia, to fettle 2001,
a Year upon him ; to which Fones hath private-
ly added a third. Upon this Income he lives in. .,
one of the northern Counties, about zoo Miles .
diftant from' Landsn, and lays up 200 /. a Year

- ous
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out of it, it order to purchafe a Seat in the next
Parliament from a neighbouring'Borough, which
he: has bargained for with an Attorney there.
He is alfo lately turned Methodift, in hopes of
marrying avery rich Widow of that Sect, whofc
T ftate liesin that Part of the Kingdom.

Square died foon after he writ the before-men-

tioned Letter ; and as-to’ Thwackum,-he con-
tinues at his Vicarage. He hath made many

fruitlefs Attempts to regain the Confidence of

Allwerthy, or to ingtatiate himfelf with Fones,

both of whom he flatters to their Faces, and
abufes behind their Backs,  Butin hisftead, Mr.
Allworthy hath lately taken Mr. Abraham Adams
into his Houfe, of whom Sephia is grown immo-
derately  fond; and declares he fhall have the
L uitien of her Children.

Mys. Fitzpatrick 'is {eparated from her Huf-

_band, and retains the little Remeins of her For-

tune. She lives in Reputation at the polite End
of the Town, and is fo good an (Economift,
that fhe fpends three Times the Income of her
Fortune, without running in Debt. She maintains
a perfe& Intimacy with the Lady of the Zrifb
‘Peer;; and in Aéts of Friendfhip to her repays

- all the Obligations fhe owes to her Hufband.

Mrs. #7e/tern was foon reconciled to her Niece
Sophia, and hath fpent two Months together
with her in the Country, Lady Bellaffon made
the ‘latter a formal Vifit at her Return to Town,
where fhe behaved to fones, as to a perfeét
Stranger, and with great Civility, withed him
Joy on his Marriage. :

Mr. Nightingale hath purchafed an Eftat. for
his Son in the Neighbourhood of Fones, where
5 the
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the young Gentleman, his Lady, Mrs., Miller,
and her little Daughter' refide, and the moft
agreeable Intercourfe fubfifts between the tweo
Families.

As to thofe of lower Account, Mrs. Waters
returned into the Country, had a Penfion of €02
a Year fcttled upon her by Mr. Alhverthy, and
i1s married to Parfon Supple, on whom, at the
Inftance of Sophia, F¥effern hath beftowed acon-
fiderable Living.

Black George hearing the Difcovery that had
been made, run away, and was neyer fince heard
of ; ‘and’ Fones beftowed the Money on his Fa-
mily, but not in equal Proportions, for Adully
had much the greateft Share,

As ‘for Partridge, Fones hath fettled 50/ a
Year on him ; andhe hath again fet up z School,
in which he meets with much better Encourage-
ment than formerly ; and there is now a Treaty
of Marriage on Foot, between him and Mifs
Motk Seagrim, which, through the Mediation of
Sophia, is likely to take Effect.

We now return to take Leave of Mr. Fones
and Szpbia, who, within two Days after their
Marriage, attended Mr. #effern and Mr, All-
wwerthy into the Country.  WWeffern hath refigned
his Family Seat, and the greater’ Part of his
Eftate to his Son-in-law, and hath retired toa
lefler Houfe of his, inanother Part of the Coun-
try, which' is better for Hunting,  Indeed he is
often 'as 2 Vifitant with Mr. Fones, *who as well
as his Daughter, hath aninfinite Delight in doing
every Thing in their Power to pleafe him. . And
this Defire of theirs is attended with fuch Sue-
cefs, thit the' old Gentleman declares he was ne-

ver
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very bappy in his Life till now. He hath here 2
Parlour: and Anti-chamber to himfelf, where he
gets drunk with whomhe pleafes ; and his Daugh-
ter is ftill as ready as formerly to play to him
whenever - he defires it 3 for Fones hath affured
hers that as next to p!enﬁng her, one of his
higheft Satisfactions is ta contribute to the Hap-
pmcf:. of the old Man; fo the great Duty which
the exprefles and performsto her Father renders
her almoft equally dear to him, with the Love

awhich fhe beftows on himfelf.

Saphia hath‘already produced him two fine
Children, a Loy and a Girl, of whom the old
(zentleman_is fo fond, that hc {pends much of
his Time in the Nurfi {ery; .where he m.d.ues the

tattling;of his ligttle Gr and- Daughter, wha.isabove

a Yu: and . half old, is (weeter Muﬁc than the
fineft, Cry'of Ubos in England.

Alhusr r/)y was likewife greatly liberal to jm.,;
on the Marriage, and hath omitted no Inftance

-of fhewing his “Afiection to him and his Lady,
‘who love him as a Father. .Whatever in the
.Nature of Foues hadia, Tendency to Vice, has
.been .corrected; by, continual Converfation with
_this goed Man,. and by-his Union with the love-

ly and. virtuous Sephia.. He hath- alfo, by Re-
flexion on his paft Follies, acquired a Difcretion
and Prudence very uncommon in one of his
lively Parts. 7
T'o conclude, as there;are not . to befound a

;worthier Man and Woman, than this fond Cou-
_ple, {o neither can any be imagined more happy.
“They . preferve the pureft and tendereft Affection

for each other, an Affection daily encreafed and

confirmed by mutual Endearments, and mutual
Efteem.
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Efteem. Nor is their Condu&@ towards their
Relations and Friends lefs amiable, than towards
one another. And fuch is their Condefcenfion,
their Indulgence, and their Beneficence to thofe
below them, that there is not a Neighbour, a
Tenant or a Servant who doth not moft gratefully

blefs the Day when Mr. Fones was married to his
Sephia,

N

g//’%

/




	Seite 339
	Seite 340
	Seite 341
	Seite 342
	Seite 343
	Seite 344
	Seite 345
	Seite 346
	Seite 347

