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Containing Inflrucions very neceffary ta be perufed
by modern Gritics.

know what Sort of Perfon thou wilt be:

For perhaps, thou may’ft be as learned

in Human Nature-as Shakefpear himf{elf was, and,
perhaps, thou may’ft be no wifer than fome of
his Editors. Now left this latter fhould be the
Cafe, we think proper, before we go any farther
together, to give thee a few wholefome Admoni-
tions ; that thou may’ft not as grofly mifunder-
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The History of  Book X.

ftand and mifreprefent us, as fome of the faid
Editors have mifunderftood and mifreprefented
their Author.

Firlt, then, we warn thee not too haftily to
condemn any of the Incidents in this our Hiftory,
as m‘pcatmmt and foreign to our main Dcﬂrrn,
becaufe thou doft not immediately conceive in
what Manner {uch Incident may conduce to that
Jefign. This Work may, indeed, be confi-
dered as a great Creation of our own; and for
a little Reptile of a Critic to prefume to find Fault
with any of its Parts, without knowing the Man-
ner in which the Whole is conneéted, and be-
fore he comes to the final Cataftrophe, is a moft
p:‘cl"m tuous Abfurdity. The Allufion and Me-
taphor we ﬂ.'l"’ here made ufe of, we muft ac-
knowledgze to be mhmrd} too great for our Oc-
cafion; but Lhuc is, indeed, no other, which is
at all adequate to exprefs the Difference between
an Author of the firft Rate, and a Critic of the
loweft.

Another Caution we would give thee, my
good Reptile, is, that thou doft not find out too
near a Refemblance between certain Characters
here introduced; as for Inftance, between the
Landlady '"ho appears in the Seventh Book, and
her in the Ninth. Thou art to know, Friend,
that there are certain Charateriftics, in which
moft Individuals of every Profeflion and Occu-
pation agree. To be able to preferve thefe Cha-

raéteriftics, and at the fame Time to diverfify
their Oy gumticns, is one T'alent of a good Wri-
ter.. Again, to mark the nice Diftinétion be-
tv.hm two Perfons actuated by the fame Vice or
olly is another; and as this laft Talent is found

in very few Writers, fo is the true leccrnmcn?
0
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of it found in as few Readers ; though, I believe,
the Obfervation of this forms a very principal
Pleafure in thofe who are capable of the Difco-
very : Every Perfon, for Inftance, can diftin-
guifh between Sir Epicure Mammon, and Sic Fop-
ling Flutter ; but to note the Difference between
Sir Fapling Flutter and Sir Courtly Nice, requires
a more exquifite Judgment: For want of which,
vulgar Spetators of Plays very often do great In-
juftice in the Theatre ; where I have fometimes
known a Poet in Danger of being convicted
as a Thief, upon much worfe Evidence than the
Refemblance of Hands hath been held to be in the
Law. In Reality, I apprehend every amorous
Widow on the Stage would run the Hazard of
being condemned as a fervile Imitation of Dido,
but that happily very few of our Play-houfe Cri-
tics underftand enough of Latin to read Virg:l.

In the next Place, we muft admonifh thee, my
worthy Friend, (for, perhaps, thy Heart may be
better than thy Head) not to condemn a Charac-
ter as a bad one, becaufe it is not perfectly a good
one. If thou doft delight in thefe Models of Per-
fection, there are Books enow written to gratify
thy T'afte ; but as we have not, in the courfe of
our Converfation, ever happened to meet with
any fuch Perfon, we have not chofen to introduce
any fuch here. To fay the Truth, I a little quel-
tion whether mere Man ever arrived at this con-
fummate Degree of Excellence, as well as whe-
ther there hath ever exifted a Monfter bad enough
to verify that

—— nulla wirtute redemptum
A vitiis——%

# Whofe Vices are not allayed with a finz'e Viriuve,
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in Fuvenal: Nor do1, indeed, conceive the good
Purpufts ferved by inferting Chdm&ers of fuch
angelic Pt.rﬂ.ﬂ:c)n, or fuch diabolical Depravity,
in any Work of Invention: Since from contem-
plating cither, the Mind of Man is more likely
to be overwhelmed with Sorrow and Shame, than
to draw any good Ufes from fuch Patterns ; for
in the former Inftance he may be both concerned
and afhamed to fee a Pattern of Excellence, in
his Nature, which he may reafonably defpair of
ever arriving at; and in contemplating the latter,
he may be no lefs aftected with 1hoﬁ_ uneafy Sen-
fations, at feeing the Nature, of which he is a
Partaker, degraded into fo odious and deteftable
a Creature,

In Faét, if there be cnough of Goodnefs in a
Character to engage the Admiration and Affec-
tion of a well-difpofed Mind, though there fhould
appear {ome of thofelittle Blemithes, guas humana
parum cavit natura, they will raife our Compaf-
fion rather than our Abhorrence. Indeed, no-
thing can be of more moral Ufe than the Imper-
fetions which are feen in Examples of this Kind ;
fince fuch form a Kind of qurpuzc, more apt to
affeét and dwell upon our Minds, than the Faults
of very vicious and wicked Pulons The Foi-
bles and Vices of Men in whom there is great
Mixture of Good, become more glaring Objeéts,
from the Virtues which contraft them, and {fhew
their Deformity ; and when we find fuch Vices
attended with their evil Confequence to our fa-
vourite Characters, we are not only taught to
fhiun them for our own Sake, but to hate them
for the Mifchiefs they have already brought on
thofe we love.

And
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