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¢ ing.. Vir-bonus eff quis ? Qui confulta Patrum,
< qui leges juraque fervat. Not a Word of Fight-
¢ ings and I am fure the Scripture is fo much
¢ againft it, that a Man fhall never perfuade me
¢ he is a good Chriftian, while he fheds Chriftian-~

< blood.’

C H APy IV,

The Adveniure of a Beggar-man.

UST as Partridge bad uttered that good
and pious Doétrine, with which the laft Chap-
ter concluded, they arrived at another Crofs-way,
when a lame Fellow in Rags afked them for
Alms ; upon which Partridge gave him a fevere
Rebuke, faying, ¢ Every Parifh ought to keep
¢ their own Poor.” = Fones then' fell a laughing,
and afked Partridge, if he was not afhamed, with
fo much Charity in his Mouth, to have no Cha-
rity in his Heart. ¢ Your Religion,” fays he,
¢ ferves you only for an Excufe for your Faults,
¢ but is no Incentive to your Virtue. Can any
¢ Man who is really a Chriftian abftain from re-
¢ lieving one of his Brethren in fuch a miferable
¢ Condition?” And at the fame time putting
his Hand in his Pocket, he gave the poor Objeét
a Shilling,
¢ Mafter,” cries the Fellow, after thanking
him, ¢ I have a curious Thing here in my
¢ Pocket, which I found about two Miles off, if
your Worfhip will pleafe to buyit. I fhould
not venture to pull it out to every one; but as
you are fo good a Gentleman, and {o kind to
the Poor, you won’t fufpect a Man of being a
Thief only becaufe he is poor,” He then pulled
H2 out
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148 e History of "Book XII.
out a little gilt Pocket-Book, and delivered it into
the Hands of 7ones. Aol
" "Fores prefently opened it, “and ( guefs, Reader,
“what ‘be felt;) “faw 'in’ the firft Page the Words
“Sephia Weftern, written by her ‘own fair Hand.
He no fooner read the Name, than he preft it
clofe to his Lips ; nor could’ he avoid falling into
fome very frantic Raptures, notwith{tanding his
Company ; but, perhaps, thefe very Raptures
made him forget he was not alone.

“While Fones was kifiing and ‘mumbling the
Book, as,if he had an éxcellent brown butter’d
“Cruft in his Mouth, or 25 if 'he had really been
2 Bookworm, ‘or an Author, who had nothing to
eat but his own Works, a Piece of Paper fell
‘from its Leaves to the Ground, which Partridge
'took up, and'delivered to Fanes, who prefently
perceived it to be a Bank-Bill. © Tt was, indeed,
the very Bill'which 77%/fcrn had given his Daugh-
ter, the Night before her Departure; and a few
would have jumped to purchafe it at five Shillings
Tefs than 100/ .

The Eyes of Partridge fparkled at this News,
“which Fones now proclaimed aloud 3 and fo did

" (tho’ with fomewhat a different Afpect) thofe of

the poor Fellow who had found the Book ; and
who (I hope from a Principle of Honefty) had
never opened it : But we fhould not deal honeftly
by the Reader, if we omitted to inform him of a
Circumftance, which may be here a little mate-
rial, wiz. That the Fellow could not read.
Fones, who had felt nothing but pure Joy and
T ranfport from the finding the Book, was affected
with a Mixture of Concern at this new Difco-
very: For his Imagination inftantly fuggefted to
him, that the Owner of the Bill might poffibly
' want
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want it, before he fhould be able, to convey it to
her. He then acquainted the Finder, that be
knew the Lady to whom the Book belonged, and
would endeavour to find her out as foon as poffible,
and return it her. : e
The Pocket-Book was a late Prefent from Mis.
T¥ ¢ftern to her Neice : It had coll five and twenty
Shillings, having been bought of -a celebrated
Toyman ; but the real Value of the Silver, which
it contained in its Clafp, was about 184d, and
that, Price the f{aid Toyman, as it was altogether
as good -as when it firle iffucd from his Shop,
would now have given for it. A prudent Perfon
would, however, have taken proper Advantage of
the Ignorance of this Fellow, and would not have
offercd more than a Shilling, or perbaps Sixpence
for it; nay, fome perhaps would have given

_nothing, and left the Fellow to his Aftion of

Trover, which fome learned Serjeants may doubt
whether. he could, under thefe Circumitances,
have maintained.

Fones, on the contrary, whofe Character, was
on the Outfide of Generofity, and may perhaps
not very unjuftly have been fufpected of Extrava-
gance, without any Hefitation, gave a Guinea.in
Exchange for the Book. The poor Man, who
had not for a long Time before been poflefled of
fo much Treaiure, gave Mr. Fones a thoufand
Thanks, and difcovered little lefs of Tranfport
in his Mufcles, than 70.*185 had before {hewn,
when he bad firlt read the Name of Siphia
Weftern,

‘I'he Fellow very readily agreed to attend our
T ravellers to the Place where he had found the
Pocket-Book.  Together, therefore, they pro-
ceeded dire@ly thither ; butnot fo faft as Mr. Fones

H 3 defired ;




150 The History of  Book XH.

defired ; for his Guide unfortunately happened to
be lame, and could not poffibly travel fafter than
2 Mile an Hour. As this/Place, therefore, was
at above three Miles Diftance, though the Fel-
low had faid otherwife, the Reader need not be'
acquainted how long they were in walking it.

Fones opened the Book a hundred T'imes during
their Walk, kifled it as often, talked much to
himfelf, and very little to his Companions. At
all which the Guide expreft fome Signs of Afto-
nifhment to Partridge; who more than once
thook his Head, and cry’d, poor Gentleman!
orandun ¢f? ui fit mens [ana in corpore fana.

At length they arrived at the very Spot where
Sephic unhappily dropt the Pocket-Book, and
where the Fellow had as happily found it.  Here
Fones offered to take Leave of his Guide, and to
improve his Pace; but the Fellow, in whom that
violent Surprize and Joy which the firft Receipt of
the Guinea had occafioned, was now confiderably
abated, and who had now had fufficient Time to
recobleét himfelf, put on a difcontented Look,
and, fcratching his Head, faid, ¢ He hoped his
¢ Worfhip would give him fomething more.
¢ Your Worlhip,” faid he, ¢ will, T hope, take it
¢ into your Confideration, that if I had not been
¢ honeft I might have kept the Whole.” And, in-
deed, this the Reader muft confefs to have been
true. ¢ If the Paper there,” faid he, ¢ be worth
¢ 100/l Iam fure the finding it deferves more
than a Guinea. Befides, fuppofe your Worfhip
ihould never fee the Lady, nor give it her—
and though your Worthip looks and talks very
much like a Gentleman, yet I have only your
Worfhip’s bare Word: And, certainly,. if the
¢ right
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right Owner ben’t to be found, it all belongs to
the firlt ¥inder. 1 hope your Worfhip will
confider all thefe Matters. I am but a poor
Man, and therefore don’t defire to have all 3
but it is but reafonable I fhould have my Share.
Your Worfhip looks like 2 good Man, and,
I hope, will confider my Honefty : For I might
have kept every Farthing, and no-body ever
the wifer.” I promife thee, upon my Honour,’
cries Fones, ¢ that I know the right Owner, and
¢ will reftore it her. ¢ Nay, your Worfhip,’
anfwered the Fellow, ¢ may do as you pleafe as
¢ to that : if you will but give me my Share, that
¢ is one Half of the Money 3 your Honour may
¢ keep the reft yourfelf if you pleafe;” and con-
cJuded with fwearing by a very vehement Oath,
¢ that he would never mention a Syllable of it to
¢ any Man living.”
¢ Tookee, Friend,” cries Fones, ©. the right
¢ Owner fhall certainly have again all that the loft;
¢ and as for any further Gratuity, I really cannot
¢ give it you at prefent; but let me know your
¢ Name, and where you live, and it is more than
< ‘poffible, you may hereafter have further Reafon
¢ to rejoice at this Morning’s Adventure.’
¢ I don’t know what you mean by Venture,’
cries the Fellow 3 ¢ it feems, [ muft venture whe-
< ther you will return the Lady her Money or
¢ no: But T hope your Worfhip will confider—"
¢ Come, come,’ faid Partridge, ¢ tell his Honour
¢ your Name, and where you may be found ;
¢ 1 warrant you will never repent having put the
¢ Money into his Hands’ The Fellow feeing
no Hopes of recovering the Poffeffion of the
Pocket-Book, at laft cemplied in giving in his
H4 Name
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