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Chap. XII. Relates that Mr. Jones continued his Journey contrary to the
Advice of Partridge, with what happend on that Occasion.
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192 The HisTory of " Book XII.
Hurt than what had before befallen Partridge,

‘and which his Cloaths very eafily bore, as they

had been for many Years inured to the like. He
foon regained his Side-Saddle, and, by the hearty
Curfes and Blows which he beftowed on his
Hore, quickly fatisfied Mr. Fones that no Harm
was done,

C H'A P, “XIL

Relates that Mr. Jones continued his Fourney con-
irary to the Advice of Partridge, with what bap-
pened on that Occafion.

HEY now difcovered a Light at fome

Diftance, to the great Fleafure of Fones,
and to the no fmall Terror of Partridge, who
firmly believed himfelf to be bewitched, and that
this Light was a Yact with a Lantern, or fome-
what more mifchievous.

But how were thefe Fears increafed, when, as
they approached mearer to this Light, (or Lights
as they now appeared) they heard a confufed
Sound of Human Voices; of finging, laughing,
and hallowing, together with a ftrange Noife
that feemed to proceed from fome Inftruments;
but could hardly be allowed the Name of Mufic!
Indeed, to favour a little the Opinion of Par-
tridge, it might very well be called Mufic be-
witched.

It is impoflible to conceive a much greater
Degree of Horror than what now feized on Par-
#ridge; the Contagion of which had reached the
Poft-Boy, who had been very attentive to many
T'hings that the other had uttered. He now
therefore joined in petitioning Fones to return;

faying,
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faying ‘he firmly believed what Partridge had juft
before faid that tho’ the Horfes feemed to go on,
they had not: moved a Step forwards:during atlesft
the laft half Hour:

Fores could not help fmiling in the miift of
his Vexation, at the Pudrs of thefe poor. Fellows.
¢ i[Either we advance,” fays he, ¢ towards the
¢ Liahts, or the Lights have advanced towards
¢ us; for :we are now lat a very little Diftance
from them ; but:-how caneither of you be afraid
of a Set of People who appear .only to be. merry-
making ?’
<1 Me H\"ﬂ“kii"" Sir1? cries Partridge ; ¢ who
could be merry-mzaking at this Time Uf'Nig ity
¢ and in fuch a Place, and fuch-Weather ? iThey
¢ can be nothing but Ghalts or W 1tches, or fome
¢ Evil Spirits or other, that’s certain.’
¢ Let them be what they will,” cries: Fares, ¢ 1
am refolved toigo up to them, and enquire the
Way to Coventry. . All V\’itc?‘.es, Partridge,
are not {uch ill-natured Hags as that we had the
Misfortune to meet with laft.”
¢ Oh Lord, Sir!’ cries Partridge, ¢ there is no
knowing what Humour they- will be in; ‘to be
fure it is always beft to be civil to them ; but
what if we fhould meet with fomething worfe
than Witches, with Evil Spirits themfelves !~
Pray, ‘Sir, be advifed ; pray, Sir, do. If you
had read fo many terrible Accounts as I have of
thefe Matters, you would not be fo Fool-hardy.
—The Lord knows whither we have got al-
ready, or whither we are going: For fure
fuch Darknefs was never {een upon Earth, and
I queftion whether it can be darker in the other
World.?

Vour. III. K Fones
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} “Fones put forwards as faft as he could, notwith-
ftanding all thefe Hints and Cautions, and poor
Partridge was obliged to follow: For tho’ he
hardly dared to advance, he dared ftill lefs to ftay
‘behind by himfelf.

At length they arrived at the Place whence the
Lights and different Noifes had iffued. "This
Fones perceived to be no other than a Barn where
a great Number of Men and Women were af-
fembled, and diverting themfelves with much
apparent Jollity.

Fones no fooner appeared before the great Doors

i of the Barn, which were open, than a mafculine
R and very rough Voice from within demanded
i '; { who was there ?—To which Fones gently an-

41 fwered, A Friend ; and immediately atked the
{ Road to Coventry.

¢ If you are a Friend,” cries another of the

B P T Y LS. S

i Men in the Barn, © you had better alight till the
il ¢ Storm is over;’ (for indeed it was now more
1 violent than ever) ¢ you are very welcome to put

i ¢ up your Horfe ; for there is fufficient Room
i ¢ for him at one End of the Barn/’
i ¢ You are very obliging,” rcturned Fones ;
i ¢ and 1 will accept your Offer for a few Minutes,
; 3 ¢ whilft the Rain continues; and here are two
%- f < more who will be glad of the fame Favour.’
E | This was accorded with more Good-will than it
| was accepted : For Partridge would rather have
L fubmitted to the utmoft Inclemency of the Wea-
" ther, than have trufted to the Clemency of thofe
whom . he took for Hobgoblins; and the poor
- Poft Boy was now infected with the fame Appre- 1
Ll henfions 3 but ti}fcy‘ were both obliged to follow |
l ¢he Example of fores 5 the one becaule he durft
| not
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not leave his Horfe, and the other becaufe he
feared nothing fo much as being left by himfelf.
Had this Hiftory been writ in the Days of Su-
perftition, I fhould bave had too much Compaf-
fion for the Reader to have left him fo long in
Sufpence, whether Beelzebub or Satan was about
actually to appear in Perfon, with all his Hellifh
Retinue ; but as thefe Docrines are at prefent
very unfortunate, and have but few if any Be-
lievers, I have not been much aware of convey-
ing any fuch Terrors. To fay Truth, the whole
Furniture of the infernal Regions hath long been
appropriated by the Managers of Playhoufes, who
feem lately to have lain them by as Rubbifh, ca-
pable only of affedting the Upper Gallery; a
Place in which few of our Readers ever fit.
However, tho’ we do not fufpe&t raifing any
great Terror on this Occafion, we have Realin
to fear fome other Apprehenfions may here arife
in our Reader, into which we would not willing-
ly betray him ; I mean, that we are going to take
a Voyage into Fairy Land, and to introduce a
Set of Beings into our Hiftory, which fcarce any
one was ever childith enough to believe, though
many have been foolith enough to fpend their
Time in writing and reading their Adventures.
To prevent therefore any fuch Sufpicions, fo
prejudicial to the Credit of an Hiftorian, who pro-
fefles to draw his Materials from Nature only,
we fhall now proceed to acquaint the Reader who
thefe People were, whofe fudden Appearance had
ftruck fuch Terrors into Partridge, had more than
half frightened the Pofi-Boy, and had a little fur-
prized even Mr. Fones himfelf, ‘
The People then affembled in this Barn were
no other than a Company of Egyptians, or as
2
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they are vulgacly ‘called Gypfies, dnd they were
now ‘celebrating the Wedding ‘of ‘one ‘of ‘their
Society:

1t is impoffible to conceive a happier Set of
People than appearéd 'here to be met together,
The utmoft ‘Mirth indeed fhewed itfelf in every
Countenance ; nor was their Ball totally void of
all Order and Decorum. Perhaps it had more
than'a Country Aflembly is fometimes conduéted
with: For thefe People dre fubjed ‘to a formal
Government and Latws of their own, and all pay
Obedience to one great Magiftrate, whom they
call their King.

Greater Plenty likewife was no where to be

feen, than what flourithed in this Barn. Here

was indeed no Nicety nor Elegance, nor did the
keen Appetite of the Guefts require any. Here
was good Store of Bacon, Fowls, and Mutton,
to which every one prefent provided better Sauce
himfelf, than the beft and deareft French Cook
can prepare.

Atneas is not deferibed under more Conflerna-
tion in the T'emple of Funa,

Dum flupet obtutugue haret defixus in uno,

than was our Heroe at what he faw in this Barn.
While he was looking every where round him
with Aftonifhment, a venerable Perfon approach’d
him with many friendly Salutations, rather of too
hearty 2 Kind to be called courtly. This was no
other than the King of the Gypfies himfelf. He
was very little diftinguifhed in Drefs from his
Subjeéts, nor had he any Regalia of Majefty to
fupport his Dignity ; and yet there feemed (as
Mr. Fones faid) to be fomewhat in his Air which
denoted Authority, and infpired the Beholders

with
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with an Idea of Awe and Refpedts tho’ all this
was perhaps imaginary in Femes 3 and the Truth
may, be, that fuch Ideas are incident to Powen,
and almoft infeparable from it.

There was fomewhat in the epen Countenance
and courteous Behavieur of Foues, which beipg
accompanied with much Comelinefs of Perfon,
greatly recommended him at fiefk Sight to_every
Beholdse,  Fhefe were perhaps alittle b ighten’d
in the prefent Inftance, by that profound
which he paid to the King of the Gypf
Moment he. was acquainted with his |
and which was. the {wecter to his Gyp/2

i

Ié

jelty, as he was not ufed to-receive fugh Demage
from any but his own Subjed

s,

The King ordered a Lable to be fpread with »

the choiceft of their, Provifions for his Accommo-
dation ; and having placed himfelfr at ‘his Right
Hand, his Majefty began to difcousfe our Heroe
in the following Manner :

¢« Me doubt not, Sir, but you have often feen
¢ fome of my People, who are, what you call de
¢ Parties detache: For dey, goabout gvery where;
¢ but me fancy you imagine not. we be fo confir
¢ drable Body as- weibe; and may be jyou will
¢ furprife more, when you hear de Gypfy be.as o1+
¢ derly and well govern People as any upon Face
¢ of de Earth.
¢ Me have Honour, as me, fay, to be, deic
King, and no Maenarch can do boatt of more

¢ dutiful Subject, ne no more affe@ionate, . How

n~

"~

far- me deferve deir Good-will, me no fay 5. but

¢ dis me can fays dat memever defign any “Ting :

)
le fall no do boaf -of

o

but to do dem Good. . I
¢ dat neider: For what can. me do oderwife éan
¢ confider of de Good of dofe poor People who
) 4
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¢ go about all Day to give me always the beft of
¢ what dey get. Dey love and honour me dare-
¢ fore, becaufe me do love and take care of dem
dat is all, me know no oder Reafon.

¢ About a toufand or two thoufand Year ago,
me cannot tell to a Year or two, as can neider
write nor read, there was a great what you
call,—a Volution among de Gypfy; for dere
was de Lord Gyp/fy in dofe Days ; and defe Lord
did quarrel vid one anoder about de Place; but
de King of de Gyp/y did demolifh dem all, and
made all his Subjet equal vid each oder ;5 and
fince dat time dey have agree very well: For
dey no tink of being King, and may be it be
better for dem as dey be ; for me aflure you it
be ver troublefome ting to be King, and always
to do Juftice; me have often wifh to be de pri-
vate Gypfy when me have been forced to punith
my dear Friend and Relation; for dough we
never put to Death, our Punifhments be ver fe-
vere. Dey make de Gjp/y athamed of dem-
felves, and dat be ver terrible Punithment ; me
ave fcarce ever known de Gypfy fo punifh do
Harm any more.’

The King then proceeded to exprefs fome
Wonder that there was no fuch Punifhment as
Shame in other Governments. Upon which Fones
affured him to the contrary : For that there were
many Crimes for which Shame was infli¢ted by
the Englifh Laws, and that it was indeed one
Confequence of all Punithment. ¢ Dat be ver
¢ ftrange,” faid the King: ¢ For me know and
¢ hears good deal of your People, dough me no
¢ live among dem ; and me ave often hear dat
¢ Sham is de Confequence and de Caufe too of
¢ many

(Y
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¢ many of your Rewards. Are your Rewards and
¢ Punifhments den de fame Ting?’

While his Majefty was thus difcourfing with
Fanes, afudden Uproar arofe in the Barn, and as
%t feems upon this Occafion: The Courtefy of
thefe People had by degrees removed all the Ap-
prehenfions of: Partridge, and he was prevailed
upon not only to ftuff himfelf with their Food,
but to tafte fome of their Liquors, which by de-
grees entirely expelled all Fear from his Compo-
fition, and in its Stead introduced much more
agreeable Senfations.

A young Female Gypfy, more remarkable for
her Wit than her Beauty, had decoyed the honelt
Fellow afide, pretending to tell his Fortune.
Now when they were alone together in a remote
Part of the Barn, whether it proceeded from the
ftrong Liquor, which is never fo apt to inflame
inordinate Defire as after moderate Fatigue ; or
whether the fair Gyp/y herfelf threw afide the De-
licacy and Decency of her Sex, and tempted the
Youth Partridge with exprefs Solicitations ; but
they were difcovered in a very improper Manner
by the Hufband of the Gyp/y, who from Jealoufy,
it feems, had kept a watchful Eye over his Wife,
and had dogged her to the Place, where he found
her in the Arms of her Gallant.

To the great Confufion of Fones, Partridge
was now hurried before the King; who heard
the Accufation, and likewife the Culprit’s De- *
fence, which was indeed very trifling: For the
poor Fellow was confounded by the plain Evi-
dence which appeared againft him, and had very
little to fay for himfelf,  His Majefty then turn-
ing towards Formes, faid, ¢ Sir, you have hear

K4 ¢ what
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¢ what! dey fay 5 what' Punifhment -doyou: tink
¢ your Man defefves?’

Fonesanfwered, ¢ He was forry! for what had
happened; and ‘that Partridge fhould make the
¢ Hufband all the Amends in his Power:. He faid,
he! had very little Money about him: at that
Time 3", and putting his Hand intot his Pocket,
offered" the Fellow a/Guinéa:| - To which- he im~
mediately:  anfwered, * 'He 'hoped his- Honour
¢ would not think of giving: iim lefs than five.?

“This Sum, after fome Altercation, was reduced
to two 3 and Fomes having ftipulated for the full
Forgivénefs of both Partridge and the Wife, was
going to payl the Money ;. when' his Mujefty. re-
ttraining) his: Hand, turned: to- they Witnefs,» and
afked him, ¢ At what Time he had difcovered the
¢ Criminals?’ To which he anfwered, ¢ That he
¢ had been defired’ by the Huiband to watch the
¢ Motions of his Wife from her firft fpeaking to
¢ the! Stranger, and that he had never loft Sight
¢ of her afterwards till the Crime had been com-
¢ mitted.? The King then afked; ¢ If the Huf-
¢ ‘band wasiwith him all/that Time in his-lurking
¢ Place 2! To'which he anfwered in the Afirma-
tive. - His Egyptian' Nlajefty then addreffed: him-
felf to the Hufband as follows, ¢ Me be forry to
¢ {ec any Gyp/y dat have no more Honour dani to
¢ feil de Fonour of his Wife for Money. If
¢ you hadi'de: Love for yourWife, you: would
¢ jsave prevented dis Matter, and not endeavour
20 make her de Whore dat yow might difcover
her. Me do order dat yow have no Money
given' you'; for you deferve Punithment, not
‘Reward 3 me do order derefore, dat you be de
infamous! Gypfy,. and’ do wear. Pair. of Horns
upon your Forehead for one Month, and dat
¢ your

4
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¢ your Wife be called de Whore, and pointed at
¢ )| dat Time: For you be'de infamous Gypfys
¢ but fhe be no lefs the infamous Whore.’ '

The Gypfies immediately proceeded to execute
the Sentence,, and left Fones and Partridge alone
with his Majefty.

Fones greatly applauded the Juftice of the Sen-
tence ; upon which the King turning to him faid,
¢ M¢ believe you be furprize : For me' fuppofe
¢ you have ver bad Opinion of my People ; me
¢ fuppofe vou think us all de Tieves.’

¢ T muft confefs, Sir,” faid Fones, © T have not
¢ heard fo favourable an Account of them as they
¢ feem to deferve.’

¢ Me vil tell you,” faid the King, ¢ how the
¢ Difference is between you and us. My Peaple
rob 'your People, and your People rcb one

LY

anoder.’
Fones afterwards proceeded very oravely to fing
forth the Happinefs of thofe Subjects who ‘live
under fuch a Magiftrate.
Indeed their Happinefs appears to have beenifo
compleat, that we are aware left fome Advocate
for arbitrary Power fhould hereafter quote the
Cafe of thofe People, as an Inftance of the great
Advantages which attend that (Government above
all others.
‘And here we will make a Conceffion, which
would not perhaps have been expected from us,
That no limited Form of Government is capable
of rifing to the fame Degree of Perfedtion, or of
producing the fame Benchis to Society with this.
Mankind have never been fo happy, as when the
greateft Part of the then known World was un-
der the Dominion of 2 fingle Maft
State of their Felicity continued during
K s
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of five fucceffive Princes *, This was the true
#ra of the Golden Age, and the only Golden
Age, which ever had any Exiftence, unlefs in
the warm Imaginations of the Poets, from the
Expulfion from £den down to this Day.

In reality, I know but of one folid Objeétion to
abfolute Monarchy. The only Defe& ‘in which
excellent Conflitution feems to be the Difficulty
of finding any Man adequate to the Office of an
abfolute Mondrch : For this indifpenfably requires
three Qualities very difficult, as it appears from
Hiftory, to be found in princely Natures : Firft,
a fufficient Quantity of Moderation in the Prince,
to be contented with all the Power which is pof-
fibk for him to bave. 2dly; Enough of Wifdom
to know his own Hazppinefs. And, 3dly, Good-
nefs fufficient to fupport the Happinels of others,
when not only compatible with, but infirumental
to his own,

Now if an abfolute Monarch, with all thefe
great and rare Qualifications, fhould be allowed
capable of conferring the greateft Good on So-
ciety ; it muft be furely granted, on the contrary,
that abfolute Power vefted in the Hands of one
who is deficient in them all, is likely to be at-
tended with no lefs a Degree of Evil,

In fhort, ovr own Religion furnifhes us with
adequate Ideas of the Blefling, as well as Curfe
which may attend abfolute Power.  The Pitures
of Heaven and of Hell will place a very lively
Image of both before our Eyes: For though the
Prince of the latter can have no Power, but
what he originally derives from the omnipotent
Sovereign in the former; yet it plainly appears

& Newa, Trajan, Adrian, and the two Anteninis

from
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from Scripture, that abfolute Power in his infernal
Dominions is granted to their Diabolical Ruler.
This is indeed the only abfolute Power which can
by Scripture be derived from Heaven. If there-
fore the feveral Tyrannies upon Earth can prove
any Title to a divine Authority, it muft be de-
fived from this original Grant to the Prince of
Darknefs, and thefe fubordinate Deputations muft
confequently come immediately from him whofe
Stamp they fo exprefly bear.

To conclude, as the Examples of all Ages
fhew us that Mankind in general defire Power
only to do Harm, and when they obtain it, ufe it
for no other Purpofe; it is not confonant with
cven the leaft Degree of Prudence to hazard an
Alteration, where our Hopes are poorly kept in-
Countenance by only two or three Exceptions out
of a thoufand Inftances to alarm our Fears, In
this Cafe it will be much wifer to fubmit to 2 few
Tnconveniencies arifing from the difpaffionate Deaf-
nefs of Laws, than to remedy them by applying
to the paflionate open Ears of a Tyrant.

Nor can the Example of the Gypfis, tho’ pof-
fibly they may have long been happy under this
Form of Government, be here urged 3 fince we
imuft remember the very material Refpedt in which
they differ from all other People, and to which
perhaps this their Happinefs is entirely owing,
namely, that they have no falfe Honours among
them ; and that they look on Shame-as tbe moft
grievous Punifhment in the World,

K6 C"H'A P,
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