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extraordinary, or any ways material to this Hifto-
ry, we fhall here put an End to this Chapter.

CH AP I

A Projeit of Ms. Fitzpatrick, and ber Vifit o
' Lady Bellafton,

HEN Mors. Fitzpatrick retired to Reft,

her Thoughts were entirely taken up by
her Coufin Sephia’ and Mr.- Fones. She was, in-
deed, a little offended with the former, for the
Diiingenuity which fhe now difcovered. In which
Meditation fhe had not long exercifed her Imagi-
nation, before the following Conceit fuggefted it-
felf: That could fhe poffibly become the Means
of preferving Sephia from this Man, and of re-
ftoring her to her Father, fhe thould, in all hu-
man Probability, by fo great a Service to the Fa-
mily, reconcile to herfelf both her Uncle and her
Aunt F¥eflern.

As this was one of her moft favourite
fo the Hope of Succels feemed {o reafonzble, that
nothing remained but to confider of proper Me-
thods to accomplifh her Scheme. T
reafon the Cafe with Saphia, did not
one of thofe Methods: For as Bei
from Mors. Honour, that Sop |
clination to Fozes, the co
her from the Match, was an
fame Kind as it would be, ver
neftly to entreat a Moth not tol
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tern, and- muft have grown at the very Time
when Mrs, Frizpatrick lived with this latter Lady,
he will want no Information, that Mrs, Fitzpa-
trick muft have been acquainted with her likewife,
They were, befides, both equally her diftant Re-
lations.

After much Confideration, therefore, {he re
folved to go early in the Morning to that Lady,
and endeavour to fee her, unknown to Sophia;
and to acquaint her with.the whole Affair, For
fhe did not in the leaft doubt, but that the pru-
dent Lady, who had often ridiculed romantic
Love, and indifcreet Marriages, in her Conver-
fation, would very readily concur in her Senti-
ments concerning this Match, and would lend her,
wmoft Afliftance to prevent it.

"This Refolution  fhe. accordingly executed ;.
and the next Morning before the Sun, fhe hud-
dled on her Cloaths, and at 2 very unfafhionable,
unfeafonable,  unvifitable Hour ‘went to Lad
Bellafion, to whom fhe got Accels, without the.
lealt Knowledge or Sufpicion of Sophia, who
though not afleep, lay at that Time awake in her.
Eed, with Hononr fnoring by.her Side.

Mrs. Fitzpatrick. made ‘many Apolopies for
an early, abrupt Vifit, at an Hour when fhe fajd
¢:fhe fhould not have thought of difturbing her,
¢ Ladyfhip, but. upon Bufinefs of the. utmoft
¢ Confequence.” She. then. opened the whole
Affair, told all fhe had heard from Betty 5 and
did not forget the Vifit. which Fares had paid to
herfelf the preceding Evening.

Lady Bellaflon anfwered with a Smile, ¢ Then
®-you bave feen this terrible Man, Madam ; pray
* is-he fo very fine a Figure as he is reprefented ?
3 I“‘.-.i‘




Chi3.. a FOUNDLING. ‘231

* For Etoff entertained me laft Night almoft
¢ two Hours with him. The Wench I believe
¢ is in Love with him by Reputation.’  Here the
Reader will be apt to wonder ; but-the'Truth is
that Mrs. Eteff; who had the Honour to pin and
unpin the Lady Bellaffon, had received complete
Information concerning the faid Mr. Fones, and
had faithfully conveyed the fame to her Lady lait
Night (or rather that Morning) while fhe was
undreffing 3 on which Accounts, fhe had been de-
tained in her Office above the Space of an Hour
and half.

The Lady indeed, tho’ generally well enough
pleafed with the Narratives of Mrs. Etzf at thofe
Seafons, gave an extraordinary Attention to her
Account of Fones ; for Hanour: had deferibed him
as a very handfome Fellow, and Mrs. Ezgff in her
Hurry added fo much to the Beauty of his Perfon
to her Report, that Lady Eellgflon began to con-
ceive him to be a kind of Miracle in Nature.

The Curiofity which her. Woman had infpired,
was now, greatly increafed by Mrs, Fitzpatrick,
who fpoke as much in Favour of the Perfon of
“Fones, as {he had before fpoken in Difpraife of his
Birth, Character and Fortune.

When Lady. Bellaffen had heard the whole,
the anfwered gravely, ¢ Indeed, Madam, this is
¢ a Matter of great Confequence, Nothing ca:
¢ certainly be more commendable than the Part
¢ yon att; and I fhall be very glad to have my
¢ Share in the Prefervation of a young Lady of
¢ fo much Merit, and for whom I have fo much
¢. Eftecm,’

¢ Doth not:your Ladyfhip think,” fays Mrs.
Fuyzpatrick eagerly, ¢ that it would be the beft

¢ Wayp
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¢ Way to write immediately to my Uncle, and
¢ acquaint him where my Coufin is?’

The Lady pondered a little upon this, and thus

anfwered—*¢ Why, no, Madam, I think not.
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Di I efiern hath defcribed her Brother to me to
be fuch a Brute, that I cannot. confent to put
any Woman under his Power who hath efcaped
from it. I have heard he behaved like a Mon-
fter to his own Wife ; for he is one of thofe
Woretches who think they have a Right to ty-
rannize over us, and from fuch 1 fhall ever
efteem it the Caufe of my Sex to refcue any
Woman who is fo unfortunate to be under their
Power.—The Bufinef, dear Coufin, will be
only to keep Mifs 77¢flern from feeing this
young Fellow, till the good Company, which
fhe will have an Opportunity of meeting here,
give her a properer Turn.’

¢ If he (hould find her out, Madam,’ anfwered

the other, ¢ your Ladyfhip may be affured he will
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leave nothing unattempted to come at her.’

¢ Bat, Madam,” replied the Lady, ¢ it isim-

fible be fhould come here—tho’ indeed it is
offible he may get fome Intelligence where fhe

is, and then may lurk about the Houfe—I wifh

therefore I knew his Perfon.

¢ Is there no Way, Madam, by which I could

have a Sight of him? For otherwile you know,

Coufin, the may contrive to fce him here with-

out my Knowledge.” Mrs. Fitzpatrick an-

{wered, ¢ That he had threatened her with ano-
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ther Vifit that Afternoon, and that if her Lady-
{hip pleafed to do her the Honour of calling
upon her then, fhe would hardly fail of feeing
him between Six and Seven; and if he ‘came

¢ carlier the would, by fome Means or other, de-

3 tain
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