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Progrefs of Men with refpect to PRoPERTY.

Mong the fenfes inherent in the nature of man, the fenfe of
property is eminent, By this fenfe wild animals caught by
labour or art, are perceived to belong to the hunter or fither; they
become his property, This fenfe is the foundation of meum et tuum,
a diftin@ion of which no human being is ignorant, In the fhep-
herd-ftate, there is the fame perception of property with refpect
to wild animals tamed for ufe, and alfo with refpet to their pro-
geny. It takes place alfo with refpec to a field feparated from the
common, and cultivated by a man for bread to himfelf and fami-
ly (a).

The {fenfe of property is flower in its growth toward maturity
than the external fenfes, which are perfect even in childhood; but
ripens fafter than the fenfe of congruity, of {fymmetry, of digni-
ty, of grace, and other delicate fenfes, which fcarce make any fi-
gure till we become men. Children difcover a fenfe of property
in diftinguifhing their own chair, and their own {poon. In them
however it is faint and obfcure, requiring time to bring it to per-
fection. The gradual progrefs of that {enfe, from its infancy
among favages to its maturity among polithed nations, is
one of the moft entertaining articles that belong to the prefent
undertaking. But as that article makes a part of Hiftorical

{#) See Principles of Morality and Natural Beligion, p. 57. edit, 2.
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62 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book I,

law-tra&s (4), nothing remains for me but a few gleanings.

Man is by nature a hoarding animal, having an appetite for
ftoring up things of ufe; and the fenfe of property is beftow’d on
men, for fecuring to them what they thus ftore up. Hence it ap-
pears, that things provided by Providence for our fuftenance and
accommodation, were not intended to be poffefled .in common ;
and probably in the earlieft ages every man feparately hunted for
him{elf and his family. But chance prevails in that occupation;
and it may frequently happen, that while fome get more than e-
nough, others muft go fupperlefs to bed. Senfible of that incon-
venience, it crept into practice, for hunting and fithing to be car-
ried on in common *.  'We find accordingly the pradice of hunt-
ing and fithing in commen, even among grofs favages. Thofe
of New Holland, above mentioned, live upon {mall fith dug out
of the fand when the fea retires, Sometimes they get plenty,

* Incqualities of chance, which are great in a few inftances, vanifh almoft en-
tirely when the operation is frequenty reiterated during a courfe of time. Did e-
very man’s fubfiftence depend on the fruits of his own field, many would dic of
hunger, while others wallowed in plenty. Barter and commerce among the inha-
bitants of a diftri¢t, leffen the hazard of famine : the commerce of corn through a
large kingdom, fuch as France or Britain, leffens it ftill more: extend that com-
merce through Europe, through the world, and there will remain fearce a veftige
of the inequalities of chance : the crop of corn may fail in one province, or in one
kingdom ; but that it fhould fail univerfally is beyond the varictics of chance. The
fame obfervation holds in every other matter of chance: one’s gain or lofs at game
for a night, for a week, may be confiderable ; but carry on the game for a year,
and fo litle of chance remains, that it is almoft the fame whether one play for a
guinea or for twenty. Hence a fkilful infurer never ventures much upon one bot-
tom ; but multiplies his bargains as much as poffible : the more bargains he is ep-
gaged in, the greater is the probability of fuccefs.

{a) Traét 2,
fometimes




Sk, 111, PRoPERTTY, 63

fometimes very little; but whether fuccefsful or unfuccefsful, all
is broiled and eat in common, After eating they go to reft: they
return to their fifhing next ebb of the tide, whether it be day or
night, foul or fair; for go they muft, or ftarve. In fmall tribes,
where patriotifim is vigorous, or ina country thinly peopled in
proportion to its fertility, the living in common is extremely com-
fortable: butin a large ftate where felfithnefs prevails, or in a-
ny ftate where great population requires extraordinary culture,
the beft method is to allow every man to fhift for himfelf and his
family: men wifh to labour for themfelves; and they labour
more ardently for themfelves than for the public. Private proper-
ty became more and more facred in the progrefs of arts and ma-
nufactures: to allow an artift of fuperior talents no profit above
others, would be a fad difcouragement to induftr Ys and be fcarce
confiftent with common juftice.

The fenfe of property is not confined to the human fpecies,
The beavers perceive the timber they ftore up for food, to be
their property; and the bees feem to have the fame perception
with refpe@ to their winter’s provifion of honey. Sheep know
when they are in a trefpafs, and run to their own pafture on
the firft glimpfe of a man. Monkies do the fame when dete@ed
in robbing an orchard. Sheep and horned cattle have a fenfe of
property with refpect to their refting-place in a fold or inclofure,
which every one guards againft the incroachment of others. He
muft be a feeptic indeed who denies that perception to rooks:
thieves there are among them as among men; but if a rook pur-
loin a flick from another’s neft, a council is lleld, much chatter-
ing enfues, and the lex talionis is applied, by demolithing the neft
of the criminal. To man are furnithed rude materials only: to
convert thefe into food and cloathing requires induftry; and if
he had not a fenfe that the produ@ of his labour belongs. to
himfelf, his induftry would be extremely faint, In general,

it
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MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book L

it is pleafant to obferve, that the fenfe of property i1s always gi-
I 3 Properiy ys &

ven where it is ufeful, and never but where it is ufeful.

An ingenious writer, defcribing the inhabitants of Guiana, who

continue hunters and fithers, makes an elogquent harangue upon

the happinefs they enjoy, in having few wants and defires, and in

having very little notion of private property. ““ The manners of
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thefe Indians exhibit an amiable pi¢ture of primeval innocence
and happinefs, The eafe with which their few wants are fup-
plied, renders divifion of land unneceflary; nor does it aflord
any temptation to fraud or violence. That pronenefs to vice,
which among civilized nations is efteemed a propenfity of na-
ture, has no exiftence in a country where every man enjoys in
perfetion his native freedom and independence, without hurt-
ing or being hurt by others, A perfect equality of rank, ba-
nithing all diftinétions but of age and perfonal merit, promotes
freedom in converfation, and firmnefs in action; and fuggefts
no defires but what may be gratified with innocence. Envy and
difcontent cannot {fubfift with perfe@ equality; we fcarce even
hear of a difcontented lover, as there is no difference of rank and
fortune, the common obftacles that prevent fruition. Thofe who
have been unhappily accuftomed to the refinements of luxury,
will {fearce be able to conceive, that an Indian, with no covering
but what modefty requires, with no fhelter that deferves the
name of a houfe, and with no food but of the coarfeft kind
painfully procured by hunting, can feel any happinefs: and yet
to judge from external appearance, the happinefs of thefe people
may be envied by the wealthy of the moft refined nations ; and
juftly ; becaufe their ignorance of extravagant defires, and end-
lefs purfuits that torment the great world, excludes every wifh
beyond the prefent. In a word, the inhabitants of Guiana are
an example of what Socrates juftly obferves, that thofe who
want the leaft, approach the neareft to the gods, who want

“ nothing.”
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.

“ nothing.” It muft be acknowleded, that the innocence of fa~
vages, here painted in fine colours, is in every refpe@t mere a-
miable than the luxury of opulent cities, where fenfuality and felt-
ifhnefs are ruling paflions. But is our author unacquainted with
2 middle ftate between the two cxtremes, more {uitable than ei-
ther to the dignity of human nature? = The appetite for property
is not beflow’d upon us in vain: it has given birth to many
ufeful arts, and to almoft all the fine arts; it is {till more ufeful in
furnithing opportunity for gratifying the moft dignified natural
affetions ; for without private property, what place would there
be for benevolence or charity (2)? Without private property,
there would be no induftry; and without induftry, men would
remain favages for ever.

The appetite for property, in its nature a great blefling, dege-
nerates, I acknowledge, into a great curfe when it tranfgrefles the
bounds of moderation. + Before money was introduced, the appe-
tite feldom was immoderate, becaufe plain neceflaries were its on-
ly obje@s. But money isa {pecies of property, of fuch exten-
five ufe as greatly to influame the appetite. Money prompts men
to be induflrious; and the beautiful productions of induflry
and art, roufing the imagination, excite a violent defire of fine
houfes, ornamented gardens, and of every thing gay and {fplen-
did. Habitual wants multiply: luxury and fenfuality gain
ground: the appetite for property becomes headftrong, and muft
be gratified even at the expence of juftice and honour. Examples
are without number of this progrefs; and yet the following hifto-
ry deferves to be kept in memory, as a ftriking and lamentable
illuftration, Hifpaniola was that part of America which Colum-~
bus firft difcovered anno 1497. He landed upon the territory of

{#) Hiltorical law-trafls, wadt 3.

Vour. 1. I Guacanaric,




6b MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book 1.

Guacanaric, one of the principal Cacics of the ifland. That
prince, who had nothing barbarous in his manners, received his
guefts with cordiality; and encouraged his people to vie with one
another in obliging them. To gratify the Spanifh appetite for gold,
they parted freely with their richeft ornaments; and in return,
were fatisfied with glafs beads, and fuch baubles, The Admi-
ral's fhip having been toffed againft the rocks in a hurricane,
Guacanaric was not wanting to his friend on that occafion: he
convened a number of men to affift in unloading the thip; and
attended himfelf till the cargo was fafely lodged in a magazine,
The Admiral having occafion to return to Spain, left a part of his
crew behind; who, forgetting the leflons of moderation he had
taught them, turned licentious. The remonftrances of Guacana-
ric were in vain: they feized upon the gold and wives of the In-
dians; and in general treated them with great cruelty. Such e-
normities did not long pafs unrefented : the rapacious Spaniards,
after much bloodfhed, were fhut up in their fort, and reduced
to extremity. Unhappily a reinforcement arrived from Spain:
a long and bloody war enfued, which did not end till the ifland-
ers were wholly brought under. Of this ifland, about 200 leagues
in length and between fixty and eighty in breadth, a Spanifh hi-
{torian bears witnefs, that the inhabitants amounted to a million
when Columbus landed #. The Spaniards, relentlefs in their cruel-
ty, fore’d thefe poor people to abandon the culture of their fields,
and rto retire to the woods and mountains. Hunted like wild beafts
even in thefe retreats, they fled from mountain to mountain, till
hunger and fatigue, which deftroy’d more than the fword, forc’d
them to deliver themfelves up to their implacable conquerors.

* As little corn was at that time produced in the ifland, and lefs of animal
food, there is reaflon to fufpect, that the numbers are exaggerated, DBut whether
a million, or a half of that number, the moral is the fame,

There
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There remained at that time but 60,000, who were divided a-
mong the Spaniards as flaves, Exceflive fatigue in the mines, and
want of even the common neceflaries of life, reduced them in five
years to 14,000. Confidering them merely as beafts of burden,
they would have yiclded more profit had they been treated with
lefs inhumanity., Avarice frequently countera@s its own end : by
grafping too much, it lofes all. 'The Emperor Charles refolved to
apply fome effectual remedy ; but being interrupted for fome time
by various avocations, he got intelligence that the poor Indians
were totally extirpated. And they were fo in reality, a handful
excepted, who lay hid in the mountains, and fubfifted as by a mi-
racle in the midft of their enemies. That handful were difcover-
ed many years after by fome hunters; who treated them with hu-=
manity, regretting perhaps the barbarity of their forefathers. The
poor Indians, decile and fubmiflive, einbraced the Chriftian reli-
gion, and aflumed by degrees the manners and cuftoms of their
mafters, They flill exift, and live by hunting and fithing.

Affeétion for property! Janus double-fac’d, produive of ma-
ny bleflings, but degenerating often to be a curfe. In thy right
hand, Induftry, a cornucopia of plenty: in thy left, Avarice, a
Pandora’s box of deadly poifon,
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