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5 Kl T -Gk VI

Progrefs of the FEMALE SEX.

HE hiftory of the female fex, a capital branch of the hiftory

of man, comprehends great variety of matter, curious and

interefting. But fketches are my province, not complete hifto-

ries ; and I propofe in the prefent fkketch to trace the gradual pro-

grefs of women, from their low ftate in favage tribes, to their e-
levated ftate in civilized nations.

With regard to the outlines, whether of internal difpofition, or
of external figure, men and women are precifely the fame, Nature,
however, intending them for mates, has given them charaéters
different, but concordant, fo as to produce together delicious har-
mony. The man, naturally more robuft, is fitted for fevere la-
bour and for field-exercifes: the woman for fedentary occupations;
and particularly for nurfing children, To that difference the mind
alfo contributes. A boy is always running about ; delights in a
top or a ball; and rides upon a ftick for want of a horfe. A girl
has lefs inchination to move: her firft amufement is a baby;
which fhe delights to drefs and undrefs. The man, bold and vi-
gorous, is qualified for being a proteétor : the woman, delicate and
timid, requires protetion, The man, asa protector, is directed by na-
ture to govern : the woman, confcious of inferiority, is difpofed to
obedience, Theirintellectual powers correfpond to the deftination of
nature : men have penetration and folid judgement to fit them for
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Sk. VI, FEMALE SExX, 169

go verning : women have fufficient underftanding to make a decent
figure under good government ; a greater proportion would excite
dangerous rivalthip. Add another capital difference of character :
the gentle and infinuating manners of the female fex tend to foften
the roughnefs of the other fex; and where-ever women are in-
dulged with any freedom, they polifth fooner than men,

Thefe are not the only particulars that diftinguifth the fexes.
With refpeét to matrimony, it is the privilege of the male, as fu-
perior and protector, to make a choice: the female preferred has
no privilege but barely to confent or to refufe. Nature fits them
for thefe different parts: the male is bold, the female bafhful.
Hence among all nations it is the practice for men to court, and
for women to be courted : which holds alfo among many other
animals, probably among all that pair,

Another diftinétion is equally vifible : The mafter of a family
is immediately connected with his country: his wife, his chil-
dren, his fervants, are immediately connected with him, and with
their country through him only. Women accordingly have lefs pa-
trioti{in than men ; and lefs bitternefs againft the enemies of their
country.

The peculiar modefty of the female {ex is alfo a diftinguithing
circumftance., Nature hath provided them with it as their chief
defence againft the artful folicitations of the other fex before mar-
riage, and alfo as the chief fupport of conjugal fidelity. Itis
held to be their capital virtue; and a woman who f{urrenders her
chaftity is univerfally defpifed ; tho’ in a man chaftity is {carce
held to be a virtue, exceptin the married {tate. But of that more
fully afterwards.

A fundamental article in the prefent fketch is matrimony ; and
it has been much controverted, whether it be an appointment of
nature, or only of municipal law. Many writers have exercifed
their talents in that controverfy, but without giving any fatif~
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170 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book 1,

fadiion to a judicious enquirer. If I miftake not, it may be deter-
mined upon folid principles; and as it is of importance in the
hiftory of man, the reader, I am hopeful, will not be difgufted at
the length of the argument.

Many writers hold, that women were originally common ; that
animal love was gratified as among horfes and horned cattle ; and
that matrimony was not known till nations grew in fome degree
to be orderly and refined. I fele@ Cicero as an author of autho-
rity : * Nam fuit quoddam tempus, cum in agris homines paf=
* fim, beftiarum more, vagabantur, et fibi vi®tu ferino vitam
** propagabant: nec ratione animi quicquam fed pleraque viribus
** corporis adminiftrabant, Nondum divina religionis non huma-
ni officii ratio colebatur. Nemo legitimas viderat nuptias, non
certos quifquam infpexerat liberos * (2).”  Pliny, in fupport of
that doétrine, informs us, that the Garamantes, an African nation,
lived promifcuoully together, without any notion of matrimony,
Among the Aufes, a people of Libya, as Herodotus fays, matri-
mony was not known, and men cohabited with women indifer-
ently, like other aninmials. A boy educated by: his mother was at
a certain age admitted to an aflfembly of the men, and the man he
clung to was reputed his father. Juftin and other authors report,
that before Cecrops, wha reigned in Attica about 1600 years be-
fore Chrift, marriage was not known in Greece; and that the
burden of children lay upon the mother,

ik
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* # For there was a time, wlhen men, like the brutes, roamed abroad over the
¢ earth, and fedlike wild beafts upon other animals, Then reafon bore no fivay,
but all was ruled by fuperior fivength. The ties of religion, and the obligations
of morality, were then unfelt, Lawful mavsiage was unknown, and no father
“ was certain of his offspring.”

{(#) De Inventione, lib. 1,

Before
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Before entering directly into the matter, it is proper to remove,
if poflible, the bias of thefe great names. The practice of the Ga-
ramantes and of the Aufes is mentioned by Pliny and Herodotus
as fingular ; and were it better vouched than it 1s, it would avail
very little againft the practice of all other nations. Little weight
can be laid upon Pliny’s evidence in particular, confidering what
he reports in the fame chapter of the Blemmyans, that they had
no head, and that the mouth and eyes werein the breaft. Pliny
at the fame time, as well as Herodotus, being very deficient i
natural knowledge, were grofsly credulous ; and cannot be rely’d
on with refpec to any thing ftrange or uncommon. As to what is
reported of ancient Greece, Cecrops poflibly prohibited polygamy,
or introduced fome other matrimonial regulation, which by wri-
ters might be miftaken for a law appointing matrimony, How-
ever that be, one part of the report is undoubtedly falfe; for it will
be made evident afterward, that in the hunter-ftate, or even in
that of fhepherds, it is impracticable for any woman, by her own
induftry alone, torear a numerous iffue. If this be at all poflible,
it can only be in the torrid zone, where people live on fruits and
roots, which are produced in plenty with very little labour,
Upon that account Diodorus Siculus is lefs blameable for liftening
to a report, that the inhabitants of Taprobana, fuppofed to be the
ifland of Ceylon, never marry, but that women are ufed promif-
cuoufly. But as there is no fuch pra@ice known at prefent in the
Eaft Indies, there is no juft ground to believe, that it ever was the
practice ;. and the Eaft Indies were fo little known to the ancient
Greeks, that their authors cannot be much rely’d on in the ac-
counts they give of that diftant region. The opinion of Cicero
may feem to have more weight at firft view ; and yet a fingle ob-
fervation will Teduce it to nothing, The notions of that author
upon the primitive {tate of man muft confeffedly be exceedingly
crude, when he denies to favages any fenfe of religion or of moral

Y 2 duty,




172 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book L,

duty. Ought we to rely more on him, when he denies, that they
have any notion of matrimony ¢ Cazfar’s account of the ancient
Britons approaches the neareft to a loofe commerce with women,
tho’ in the main it is good evidence againil the opinion of Cicero,
It was common, he fays, for a number of brothers, or other near
relations, to ufe their wives promifcuoufly. The offspring however
were not common ; for each man maintained the children that
were produced by his own wife. Herodotus reports the fame of
the Maflagetze.

Laymng thus afide the great names of Cicero, Herodotus, and
Pliny, the field lies open to a fair and impartial inveftigation. And
as the means provided by nature for continuing the race of other
animals may prebably throw light upon the ceconomy of nature
with refpect to man, I begin with thar article, which has not en-
gaged the attention of naturalifts fo much as it ought to do.
With refpedt to animals whofe nourithment is grafs, pairing
would be of no ufe: the female feeds herfelf and her young at the
faime inftant, and the male has nothing to do. On the other hand,
all brute animals whofe young require the nurfing care of both
parents, are directed by nature to pair ; nor is that conne@ion
diflolved till the young can provide for themielves, Pairing is in-
difpenfable to wild birds that build on trees; becaufe the male
muft provide food for his mate ‘while {he is hatching the eggs.
And as they have commonly a numerous iffue, it requires the la-
bour of both to pick up food for themfelves and for their young.
Upon that account it is ordered, that the young are {ufficiently
vigorous to provide for themfelves, before a new brood is: pro-
duced,

What I have now opened fu ggelts the following queftion, Whe-
ther, according to the animal economy above difplay’d, are we to
prefume, or not, that man is directed by nature to matrimony ? If
analogy can be rely’d on, the affirmative muft be held, as there is

o
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no other creature in the known world to which pairing is fo necef-
fary. Manis a long-lived animal, and is proportionally flow in
growing to maturity : he is a helplefs being before the age of fif-
teen or fixteen, and there may be in a family ten or twelve chil-
dren of different births before the eldeft can fhift for itfelf. Now
in the original ftate of hunting and fithing, which are laborious
occupations, and not always fuccefsful, a woman fuckling her in-
fant is not able to provide food even for herfelf, far lefs for ten or
twelve voracious children. Matrimony therefore, or pairing, 1is
fo neceflary to the human race, that it muft be natural and in-
ftinétive, 'When fuch ample means are provided for continuing
every other animal race, is it fuppofable that the chief race would
be neglected ?  Providential care defcends even to vegetable life:
every plant bears a profufion of feed ; and in order to cover the
earth with vegetables, {ome feeds have wings, fome are fcattered
by means of a {pring, and fome are fo light as to be carried about
by the wind. Iruate animals which do not pair, have grafs and o-
ther food in pleaty, enabling the female to feed her young without
needing any help from the male. But where the young require
the nurfing care of both parents, pairing is a law of nature. When
other races are fo amply provided for, can it be ferioufly thought,
that Providence is lefs attentive to the human race ? If men and
women were not impelied by nature to matrimony, they would be
lefs fitted for continuing their fpecies than even the humbleft plant,
Have we not reafon fairly to conclude, that matrimony in the hu-~
man race s an appointment of nature? Can that conclufion be
relifted by any one who believes in Providence, and in final
caufes *,

To

* It appears a wife appointment of Providence, that women give over child-bear-
ing at fifty, while they are flill in vigour of mind and body to take care of their off-
fpring. Did the power of procreaton continue in women to old age as in men,

children
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To confirm this doctrine, let the confequences of a loofe com-
merce between the fexes be examined. The carnal appetite, when
confined to one obje®, feldom tranfgrefles the bounds of tempe-
rance. But were it encouraged to roam like a bee fucking honey
from every flower, every new objet would inflame the imagina-
tion ; and fatiety with refpect to one, would give new vigour with
refpe& to others: a generic habit would be formed of intempe-
rance in fruition (a) ; and animal love would become the ruling
paflion. Men, like the hart in rutting-time, would all the year
round fly with impetuofity from object to object, giving no quar-
ter even to women fuckling their infants: and women, abandon-
ing themfelves to the fame paffion, would become altogether re-
gardlefs of their offspring. In that ftate, the continuance of the
human race would be a miracle. In the favage ftate, as mention-
ed above, it is beyond the power of any woman to provide food
for a family of children ; and now it appears, that intemperance
in animal love would render a woman carelefs of her family, how-
ever cafy it might be to provide for it *,

children would ofien be left in the wide world, without a mortal to look after
them,

* I have often been tempted to find fault with Providence in bringing {o early to
perfeftion the carnal appetite, while a man, flill in early youth, has acquired no
degree of prudence nor of felf-command. It rages indeed the moft when young
men fhould be employ’d in acquiring knowledge, and in fitting them{elves for living
comtortably in the world. T have fer this thought in various lights ; but I now
rpereeive that the cenfure is withour foundation.  The early ripenefs of this appetite
proves itto be the intention of Providence that people thould early fertle in matri=
mony. In that ftate the appetite is abundantly moderate, and gives no obftruétion
to cducation. It never becomes unruly, till one, forgetting the matrimonial tie,
wanders from objedt 1o objeft. Tt is pride and luxury thar diétate late marriages:
indufliry never fails to afford the means of living comfortably, provided men con-

fine themfelves to the demands of nature.

(a) Elements of Criticifm, chap, 14,
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I fay more : The promifcuous ufe of women would unqua-
lify them 1n a great meafure from procreating, or having a fa-
mily. The carnal appetite in man refembles his appetite for food :
both of them demand gratification without end, after {hort inter-
vals. Where the carnal appetite is felt but a fhort fpace annually,
as among animals who feed on grafs, the promifcuous ufe of fe-
males is according to the order of nature: but fuch a law in man,
where the carnal appetite is always awake, would be an effectual
bar to population ; as it is an undoubted truth, that women who
indulge that appetite to excefs, feldom have children; and if all
women were common, all women would in effet be common
proftitutes.

If undifguifed nature thow itfelf any where, it is in children.
So truly is matrimony an inftin& of nature, as to be underftood
even by children. They often hear, it is true, people talking of
matrimony ; but they alfo hear of logical, metaphyfical, and com-
mercial matters, without underftanding a fyllable. Whence then
their notion of marriage but frem nature? Marriage at the fame
time is a compound idea, which no inflru&ion could bring within
the comprehenfion of a child, did not nature co-operate.

That the arguments urged above againft a promifcuous ufe of
women do not neceflarily conclude againft polygamy, or the u-
nion of ene man: with a plurality of women, will not efcape an at-
tentive reader. St Augullin and other fathers admit, that polygamy
is not prohibited by the law of nature; and the learned Grotius
profefles the fame opinion (4). But great names terrify me nory
and I venture to maintain, that pairing in the ftrifteft fenfe is a
law of nature among men as among wild birds ; and that poly-
gamy is a grofs infringement of this law. My reafons follow,

{#) De jure belli ac pacis, lib. 2. cap. 5. § 9,
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f

I urge, in the firft place, the equal number of males and fe-
males, as a clear indication of the will of God, that every man
fhould be confined to one wife, and every woman to one huiband,
That equality which has fubfifted in all countries, and at all times,
is a fignal inftance of over-ruling Providence ; for the chances a-
gainit it are infinite, All men are by nature equal in rank ; and
every man confequently is equally privileged to have a wife;
which cannot be, if polygamy be permitted. Were ten women born
for one man, as is falfely reported to be the cafe in Bantam, poly-
gamy might be the intention of Providence ; but from the equality
of males and females, it is clearly the voice of nature, as well as
of the facred {cripture, *° That a man fhall leave his father and
** mother, and cleave to his wife; and that they fhall be one
¢ flefh.”

Confider, in the next place, that however plaufible poligamy
may appear in the prefent ftate of things, where inequality of rank
and of fortune have produced luxury and fenfuality ; yet that the
laws of nature were not contrived by our Maker for a forc'd flate,
where numberlefs individuals are degraded below their natural
rank, for the benefit of a few who are elevated above it. To
form a juft notion of polygamy, we muft look back to the original
{tate of man, where all are equal. In that ftate, every man cannot
have two wives; and confequently no man is intitled to mare
than one, till every other be upon an equal footing with him, At
the fame time, rthe union of one man with one woman is much
better calculated for continuing the race, than the union of one
man with many women, Think of a favage who may have fifty
or fixty children by different wives, all depending for food upon
his induftry. Chance muft turn out much in his favour, if the
halt’ of them perith not by hunger. How much a better chance
for life have infants who are diftributed more equally in different
families ?

; Polygamy
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Polygamy is attended with an effe@t flill more pernicious, with
refpect to children even of the mofl opulent families. Unlefs af-
fection be reciprocal and equal, there can be no proper {fociety in
the matrimonial ftate, no cordiality, nor due care of offspring
But fuch affeétion is inconfiftent with peolygamy: a woman n
that {tate, far from being a companion to her hufband, is degra-

ded to the rank of a fervant, a mere inftrument of pleafure and
propagation. Among many wives there will always be a favou-
rite 1 the reft turn peevith ; and if they refent not the injury a-
gainlt their hufband, and againft their children as belonging to
him, will at lealt be difheartened, and negleét them altogether.
At the fame time, fondnefs for the favourite wife and her chil-
dren makes the hufband indifferent about the reft ; and woful 1s
the condition of children who are negle@ed by both parents (a).
To produce fuch an effed, is certainly not the purpofe of nature.
It merits peculiar attention, that Providence has provided for
an agreeable union among all creatures who are taught by naturc
to pair. Animal love among creatures who pair not, is confined
within a narrow fpace of time: while the dam is occupied about
her young, animal love lies dormant, that {he may not be abi-
tracted from her duty. In pairing animals, on the contrary, a-
nimal love is always awake : frequent enjoyment endears a pair to
each other, and makes conftancy a pleafure. Such is the cafe of
the human race; and fuch is the cafe of wild birds (£). Among
the wild birds that build on trees, the male, after feeding his mate
in the neft, plants himf{elf upon the next {pray, and chears her
with a fong. There is flill greater pleafure provided for the hu-

man race in the matrimonial ftate, and ftronger incitements to

{a) L’efprit des loix, liv, 16. chap. 6.
(#) Buoffon, liv. 5. p. 359. oftavo edition,

Yor. L Z conftancy.
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conftancy. Sweet is the fociety of a pair fitted for each other,
in whom are colleted the affeGtions of hufband, wife, lover,
friend, the tenderefll affetions of human nature. Public govern-
ment is in perfection, when the fovereign commands with huma-
nity, and the fubjecls are cordial in their obedience. Private go-
vernment in conjugal {ociety arrives at {till greater perfection,
where hufband and wife govern and are governed reciprocally,
with entire fatisfaction to both. The man bears rule over his
wife’s perfon and conduét ; fhe bears rule over his inclinations :
he governs by law ; and fhe by perfuafion. Nor can her authority
ever fail, where it is fupported by fweetnefs of temper, and zeal
to make him happy *,

The

# I’empire de la femme et un empire de douceur, dadrelle, et de complai-
fance 3 fes ordres font des carefles, fes menaces font des pleurs. Elle deit regner
dans la maifon comme un minifire dans 1'etat, en {e faifant commander ce quelle
vent faire. En ce fens il eft conftant que les meilleurs menages font ceux on la
femme a le plus d’autorite, Mais quand elle meconnoit la voix du chef, qu’elle veut
ulurper fes droits et commander elle-meme ; il ne refulte jamais de ce defordre,
que mifere, feandale, et dethonneur. Rouffean Emile, fiv. 5. p. 96. — [In Englifh
thies : ¢ The empire of the woman is an empire of {ofinefs, of addrefs, of compla-
¢ cency ; her commands are carefles, her menaces are tears. She ounght to reign
¢ in the family like a minifter in the ftate, by making that which is her inclina-
“ tion be enjoined to her as her dury. Thus it is evident, that the beft domefiic e-
* conomy is that where the wife has moft authority. But when fhe is infenfible to
¢ the voice of her chief, when fhe tries to ufurp his prerogative, and to command

¢ alone, what can refule from fuch diforder, but mifery, fcandal, and difho-

¢ pour i"] —— The Emprefs Livia being quefiioned by a married lady, how fhe
had obrained fuch afcendant over her hufband Auguftus, anfwered, ¢ Dy being
¢ phedient to his commands, by not wifling to know his fecrets, and by hiding
* my knowledge of his amours.” The late Queen of Spain was a woman of {in-
gular prudence, and of folid judgement. A charafter of her, publifhed after her
death, contains the following paffage. ¢ She had a great afcendency over the
¢ King, founded on his perfuafion of her fuperior fenfe, which fhe thow'd in a

¢ perfect
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The God of nature has enforc’'d cu;ljugzll !bt:".ct:,', not only by
making it agreeable, but by the principle of chaftity inherent in
our nature. To animals that have no infltinél for pairi ng, L'h'.‘.{.ltif}'
is utterly unknown ; and to them it would be ufelefs. The mare,
the cow, the ewe, the fhe-goat, receive the male withour cere-
mony, and admit the firft that comes in the way without diftinc-
tion. Neither have tame fowl any notion of chaftity : they pair
not ; and the female gets no food from the male, even during in-
cubation, But chaftity and mutual fidelity are eflential to all
pairing animals ; for wandering inclinations would render them
negligent in nurfing their young. Wild birds pair ; and they are
by inftiné faithful to each other while their young require nur-
ture. Chaftity and mutual fidelity in matrimony are equally ¢i-
{ential to the human race, and equally enforc’d by the principle
of chaftity, a branch of the moral {enfe,

Nor is chaflity confined to the matrimonial ftate. Matrimony
is inftituted by nature for continuing the fpecies ; and it is the
duty of man to abftain from animal enjoyment except in that
ftate. The ceremonies of marriage, and the caufes of feparation
and divorce, are fubjeGted to municipal law : butif a man beget
children, it is his duty to unite with the mother in taking care of
them ; and fuch union is matrimony according to the law of na-
ture. Hence it is, that the firft a&s of incontinence, where en-
joyment only is in view, are always attended with fhame, and
with a degree of remorfe. At the fame time, as chaflity in per-
fons who are fingle is only a felf~duty, itis not {o ftrongly en-
forc’d by the moral fenfe as chaflity is in married perfons, who

¢ perfedt fubmiflion to his commands ; the more eafily obey’d, as they were com-
“ monly, tho' to him imperceptibly. diftated by herfelf. She cured him of many
] J

& foibles, and in a word was his Minerva, under the appearance of Mentor.”

Z 2 owe
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owe to cach other mutual fidelicy. Deviations accordingly from
the former make a lefs figure than from the latter: we fcarce e-
ver hear of adultery among favages ; tho’ among them inconti-
nence before marriage is not uncommon, In Wales, even at pre-
fent, and in the highlands of Scotland, it is {carce a difgrace for
a young woman to have a baftard. In the country laft mentioned,
the firft inftance known of a baftard-child being deftroy’d by its
mother through fhame is a late one. The virtue of chaftity ap-
pears to be there gaining ground ; as the only temptation a wo-
man can have to deftroy her child is, to conceal her frailty. The
principle of chaflity, like that of propriety or of decency, is but
faint among favages, and has little of that authority which it ac-
quires among polifhed nations before they are corrupted by lu-
xury. We fhall have occafion to fee afterward, that even the great
duty of jullice is but faint among barbarians, and yields too rea-
dily to every irregular impulfe, till the moral fenfe acquires full
maturity. Bougainville reports, thatin the ifland of Otaheite, or
King George’s ifland, a young woman is free to follow her incli-
nations 3 and that her having had many lovers gives her not the
lefs chance for a hufband.

Chaftity is no doubt a reftraint upon nature ; and therefore, if
{liame be removed, by making it lawful to obey the appetite, na-
ture will prevail. In the year 1707, a contagious diftemper ha=
ving carried off a large proportion of the inhabitants of Iceland,
the King of Denmark fell on a device to repeople the country,
which fucceeded to a with, A law was made, authorifing young
women in that ifland to have baftards, even to the number of fix,
without wounding their reputation ¥, The young women were fo

zealous

* Don Juan de Ulloa, in his voyage to Peru, mentions a very fingular tafie pre-
valent in that country, that a man never takes a virgin to wife 5 and thinks himfelf
dithonoured
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zealous to repeople their country, that after a few years it was
found proper to abrogate the law,

Modefty is by nature intended to guard chaftity, as chaftity is
to gu:lrd matl‘imony. And modefty, hke clmﬂit}’, 1s one of thofe
delicate principles that make no great figure among favages. In
the land of Jeflo, young women fometimes go naked in {ummer :
if however they meet a ftranger, they hang the head, and turn
away through fhame. Nature here is their only inftructor *.
Some favage tribes have {o little notion of modefty, as to go naked,
without even covering thewr privy parts, Regnard reports upon
his own knowledge, that in Lapland, man, woman, and child,
take the hot bath promifcuoully, and are not athamed to be feen
in that condition, even by a ftranger. As this appeared fingular,
I took opportunity to mention it to Dr Solander, who made more
than one vifit to that country. He faid, that Regnard’s report
might be true, but without any imputation on the modefty of the
Laplanders ; for that their place of bathing is always {o dark, that
nothing can be feen, He added, that the females in Lapland, both
married and unmarried, are extremely chafte. - The inhabitants of
Qtaheite, tho’ otherwife a good fort of people, feem to have as
little notion of modefty as of chaftity, We have Bougainville’s
authority, that they frankly offered their young women to the
French, and were greatly furprifed when they declined perform-
ing in public. The women of New Zeland are both chafte and
modeft. In Lieutenant Cook’s voyage round the world, it is re-
ported, that he ftumbled upon fome of them naked, f{earching for

dithonoured if his wifc have not, before marriage, enjoy’d’ many lovers. If we
can truft Paulus Venetus, a young woman of Thiber, in Afia, is nor reckoned fit
to be married dll fhe be deflowered.

¥ Doth not modefty prevail among many animals 7 ]'ﬂlclmh.mLs are never feen in
copulation, nor cats, nor beafls of prey.

lobiters
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lobfters in the fea ; and that they were in great confufion for being
feen in this condition by ftrangers.

But now, if 1?;1'1:'5:15 in the firi¢teft fenfe be a law of nature a-
mong men, as among fome other animals, how is polygamy to be
accounted for, which formerly was univerfal, and to this day ob-
tains among many nations ? I am reduced to no dilemma here.
Polygamy is derived from two fov.ces; firft, from favage man-
ners, once univerfal ; and next, from voluptuoufnefs in warm
climates, which inftigates men of wealth to tranfgrefs every rule
of temperance. Thefe two fources I propofe to handle with care,
becaufe they make a great part of the hiftory of the female fex,

With refpect to the firft, {weetnefs of temper, a capital branch
of the female chara&er, difplays itfelf externally, by mild looks,
and gentle manners. DBut fuch graces are {fcarce perceptible in a
female favage; and even in the moft polifhed would not be per-
ceived by a male favage. Among favages, {trength and boldnefs
are the only valued qualities: in thefe qualities females are mi-
ferably deficient ; and for that reafon are contemned by the males,
as beings of an inferior order. The North-American tribes glory
in idlenefs : the drudgery of labour degrades a man in their o-
pinion, and is proper for women only. To join young perfons in
marriage is accordingly the bufinefs of parents ; and it would be
unpardonable meanne(s in the bridegroom to fhew any fondnefs
for the bride. Young men among the Hottentots are admitted
into fociety with their feniors at the age of eighteen ; after which
it is difgraceful to keep company with females. In Guiana, a wo-
man never eats with her hufband ; but after every meal attends
him with water for wathing. A woman in the Caribbee iflands
is not permitted to eat even in prefence of her hufband ; and yet
we are aflured (a), that the women there obey with fuch fweet-

{a) Labat’s voyages to the American iflands,
nels
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nefs and refped, as never to give their hufbands occafion to re~
mind them of their duty; * an example,” adds our fage author,
¢ worthy the imitation of Chriftian wives, who are daily in-
“ f{tructed from the pulpit in the duties of obedience and conjugal
“ fidelity, but to wery hittle purpofe.” Dampier obferves in general,
that among all the wild nations he was acquainted with, the wo-
men carry the burdens, while the men walk before, and carry no-
thing but their arms. Women even of the higheft rank are not
better treated. The fovereign of Giaga, in Africa, has many wives,
who are literally his flaves : one carries his bow, one his arrows,
and one gives him drink ; and while he is drinking, they all fall
on their knees, clap their hands, and fing. Not many centuries
ago, a law was made in England, prohibiting the New Teftament
in Englith to be read by women, ’prentices, journeymen, or fer-
ving men (a). What a pitiful figure muft the poor women have
made in that age! In Siberia, and even in Ruflia, the capital
excepted, men treat their wives in every refpect as flaves. The re-
gulations of Peter I. put marriage upon a more refpectable footing
among people of rank; and yet {fuch are the brutal manners of
the Ruflians, that tyrannical treatment of wives is far from being
eradicated.

The low condition of the female {fex among f{avages and barba-
rians paved the way to polygamy. Savages, excited by a tafte for
variety, and ftill more by pride, which is gratified by many fer-
vants, delight in a multplicity of wives. The pairing principle,
tho’ rooted in human nature, makes little figure among favages,
yielding to every irregular appetite ; and this fairly accounts why
polygamy was once univerfal. It might indeed be thought, that
amimal lf.}'i;'c.‘. were there nothing elfe, fhould have raifed women

{a) 34th and g5th Henry VIII. cap. .

to




184 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book T,
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to fome degree of eftimation among the men. But male favages,
utter firangers to decency or refinement, gratify animal love with
as little ccremony as they do hunger or thirft.

Hence appears the reafon of a cuftom that will furprife thofe
who are unacquainted with ancient cuftoms ; which is, that wo-
men were purchafed for wives, as other goods are purchafed. Wo-
men by marriage became {laves ; and no man will give away his
daughter to be a flave, but for a valuable confideration. The
practice was univerfal. I begin with the Jews. Abraham bought
Rebekah, and gave her to his fon Ifaac fora wife (a). Jacob ha-
ving nothing clfe to give, ferved Laban fourteen years for two
wives (b). Sechem demanding in marriage Dinah, Jacob’s daugh-
ter, faid, * Afk me never fo much dowry and gift, and I will
* give according as ye fhall fay unto me: but give me the dam-
“ fel to wife (¢).” To David, demanding Saul’s daughter in
marriage, Saul {faid, ““ The king defireth not any dowry, but an
** hundred forefkins of the Philiftines (4).” In the Iliad, Aga-
memnon offers his daughter to Achilles for a wife, and {ays, that
he would not demand for her any price. Paufanias reports of
Danaus, that no fuitors appearing to demand any of his daughters,
he publifhed, that he would give them without dowry. In Homer
there 1s frequent mendon of nuptial gifts from a bridegroom to
his bride’s father, From terming them gifts, it 1s probable that
the former method of purchafe was beginning to wear out. It
wore out before the time of Ariftotle, who infers, that their fore-
fathers muft have been a very rude people. The ancient Spaniards

(a) Genefis, xxiv. 53

(#) Genefis, chap. xxiz,
(¢) Genelis, xxxiv, 12.
(¢} 1 Samuel xviii, 25.

purchafed

s e __
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purchafed their wives. 'We have the authority of Herodotus and of
Heraclides Ponticus, that the fame was practifed in Thrace. A nd
the latter adds, thatif a wife was ill treated, her relations could
demand her back, upon repaying the price they got for her. In
the Roman law mention is made of matrimony per es ef hibram,
which was folemnized by laying down a quantity of brafs, with a
‘balance for weighing it, underftood to be the price paid for the
bride. This muft have been once a reality, tho' it funk down to be
2 mere ceremony, after it became cuftomary for a Roman bride to
bring a dowry with her. The Babylonians and the Aflyrians, at
{tated times, colle@ed all the marriageable young women, and
difpofed of them by auction. Rubruguis, in his voyage to Tartary
ann. 1253, reports, that there every man bought his wife. They
believe, he adds, that their wives ferve them in another world as
they do in this; for which reafon, a widow has no chance for a
{econd hufband, whom fhe cannot ferve in the other world, Olaus
Magnus remarking, that among the ancient Goths no dower was
provided on the bride’s part, gives a reafon, better fuited perhaps
to the time he lived in than to what he defcribes. Apud Gothos,
¢ non mulier viro fed vir mulieri dotem affignat; ne conjux, ob

¢ magnitudinem dotis infolefcens, aliquando ex placida conforte

¢ proterva evadet, atque In maritum dominari contendat *;” as if

the hazard of petulancy in a wife would hinder a man to accept a
dower with her:—a fad dodtrine for an heirefs. Giraldus Cam-
brenfis, in his defcription of Wales, fays, that formerly they hardly
ever married without a prior cohabitation, 1t having been cufto-
mary for parents to let out their daughters to young men upon
trial, for a fum of money told down, and under a penalty if the
oirls were returned, This I believe to be a miftake. It is more

* « Among the Goths, a man gave 2 dowry for his bride, inflead of receiving

¢ one with her; to prevent pride and infolence, that commonly accompany riches

s on the woman’s part.”

Vor. L Aa probable,
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prc sable, that in Walés mien purchafed their wives, as was done
all the world over, with hberty to return them if they proved not
agreeable, The bride's parents retained the dowry, and her chance
for a hufband was as good as ever.

The {ame cuftom continues among barbarous nations, It con-
tinues among the Tartars, among the Mingrelians, among the
Samoides, among the Oftiacs, among the people of Pegu, and of
the Molucca iflands. In Timor, an Eaft-Indian ifland, men even
{ell their children to purchafe more wives, The Prince of Circaf-
fia demanded from the Prince of I\-‘Iingrc]in, who was in fuit of
his daughter, a hundred flaves loaded with'tapcﬁry and other
houfehold furniture, a hundred COws, as many oxen, and ags many
horfes. 'We have evidence of the fame cuftom in Africa, particu=
larly in Biledulgerid, among the negroes on the fea-coaft, and in
Monomotapa. Among ‘the Caribbees there is one inftance where
aman gets a wife without paying for her, After 2 fuccefsful
war, the victors are entertained at a feaft, where the General
harangues on the valour of the young men who made the beft
figure. Every man who has marriageable daughters, is fond
to offer them to fuch young men without any price. The purcha-
fing of wives is univerfal among the wild Arabs. When the
bargain is concluded, the bridegroom is permitted to vifie the
bride: if fthe anfwer not his expectations, he may turn her off;
but has no claim for the price he paid. The inland negroes are
more polifhed than thofe on the coaft ; and there is fearce any re-
mains among them of purchafing wives : the bridcgroom makes
prefents to his bride, and her father makes prefents to him. There
are remaining traces in Ruflia of purchafing ‘wives, FEven fo late
as the time of Peter I. the Rufliang married without feeing each
other; and before folemnization the bride received from the bride-
groom a prefent of fiveetmeats, foap, and other little things,

The purchafing of wives made it a lawful pradtice to lend a wife
as one docs a flave, The Spartans lent their wives to their friends

and
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and Cato the elder is faid to have done the fame. The Indians of
Calicut frequently exchange wives.

If brutith manners alone be fufficient to degrade the female fex,
they may reckon upon extreme harfh treatmerit when purchafed to
be flaves., The Giagas, a fierce and wandering nation in the
central parts of Africa, being fupinely idle at home, fubje@ their
wives and their flaves to every fort of drudgery, fuch as digging,
fowing, reaping, cutting wood, grinding corn, fetching water,
&ec. Thefe poor creatures are fuffered to toil in the fields and
woods, ready to faint with exceflive labour, while the monfters of
men will not give themf{elves even the trouble of training animals
for work, tho’ they have the example of the Portuguefe before
their eyes. It is the bufinefs of the women among the wandering
Arabs of Africa to card, fpin, and weave, and to manage other
houfehold affairs. They milk the cattle, grind, bake, brew, drefs
the victuals, and bring home wood and water., They even take
care of their hufbands horfes, feed, curry, comb, bridle, and
faddle them. They would alfo be obliged, like Moorith wives, to
dig, fow, and reap their corn; but luckily for them the Arabs
live entirely upon plunder. Father Joleph Gumilla, in his account
of a country in South America, bordering wupon the great river
Orooncko, defcribes pathetically the miferable flavery of married
women there, and mentions a pracice that would appear incre-
dible to one unacquainted with the mamners of that country,
which is, that married women frequentl y deltroy their female in-
fants. A married woman, of a virtuous charaer and good un-
derftanding, having been guiliy of that crime, was reproached by
our author in bitter terms, She heard him patiently to an end,
with eyes fixed on the ground; and anfivered as follows, * I
“ wifh to God, Father, I wifh to God, that my mother had
““ by my death prevented the manifold diftrefles 1 have endu-
red, and have yet to endure as long I live. Had {he l;indf_'f

Aaz ““ ftifled

(43
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“ ftifled me at my birth, I fhould not have felt the pdin’ of
¢ death, nor numberlefs other pains to which life hath fubject-
ed me. Confider, Father, our deplorable condition. Our huf-

bands go to hunt with their bows and arrows, and trouble

(13
11

¢ themfelves no farther. We are dragged along, with one infant

¢ at our breaft, and another in a baitket. They return in the e-

“ vening without any burden : we return with the burden of our

¢ children ; and, tho tired out with a long march, are not per-

“ mitted to fleep, but muft labour the whole night in grinding

““ maize, to make chica for them. They get drunk, and in'their

“ drunkennefs beat us, draw us by the hair of the head, and

¢¢ pread us under foor. And what have we to comfort us for

“ flavery, perhaps of twenty years? A young wife is brought' in

“ upon us, who is permitted to abufe us and our children, 'be-

“ caufe we are nio longer regarded. Can human nature endure

“ fuch tyranny ! What kindnefs can we fhow to our female chil-

“ dren equal to that of relieving them from fuch fervitude, more

¢ bitter a thoufand times than death ? I fay again, would to God

“ that my mother had put me under ground the moment I was
“ born.” 'One would readily imagine, that the women of that
country fhould have the greateft abhorrence at matrimony: but
all-prevailing nature determines the contrary ; and the appetite for
matrimony overbalances every rational confideration.

Nations polith by degrees ; and from the loweft ftate to which
a human creature can be reduced, women came in time to be re-
ftored to their native dignity. Attention to drefs is the firft fymp-
tom of that progrefs. Male favages, even of the grofleft kind,
are fond of drefs. Charlevoix mentions a young American hired
as a rower, who adjufted his drefs with great care before he en-
rered the boat; and at intervals infpected his looking-glafs, to {ee
whether the violence of his motion had not difcompofed the red

upon his cheeks, We read not of vanity for drefs in females of
fuch
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fuch favage nations : they are too much difpirited to think of being
agreeable. Among nations in any degree humanized we find a
different {fcene.  In the ifthmus of Darien government has made
fome progrefs, as a chieftain is elected for life: a glimmering of
civility appears among the inhabitants; and as {fome regard is
paid to women, they rival the men in drefs. Both fexes wear rings
in their ears and nofes ;- and are adorned with many rows of fhells
hanging down from the neck. A female in a fultry climate fub-
mits to fry all day long under a load of twenty or thirty pounds
of fhells ; and a male under double that load. Well may they
exclaim with Alexander, * Oh Athenians! what do I not endure
““ to gain your approbation ?” The female Caribbeans and Brafi-
lians are not lefs fond of ornament than the males. Hottentot la~
dies are fond of drefs ; and flrive to outdo each other in adorning
their krofles, and the bag that holds their pipe and tobacco: Furo-
pean ladies are not more vain of their filks and embroideries, Wo-
men in Lapland are much addicted to finery. They wear broad
girdles, upon which hang chains and rings without end, com-
monly made of tin, fometimes of filver, weighing - perhaps
twenty pounds. The Greenlanders are nafty and flovenly, eat
with their dogs, make food of the vermin that make food of them,
{feldom or never walh themfelves; and yet the women, who make
fome figure among the men, are gaudy in their drefs. Their chief
ornaments are pendents at their ears, with glafs beads of various
colours ; and they draw lines with a needle and black thread be-
tween their eyes, crofs the forehead, upen the chin, hands, and
legs. ‘The negroes of the kingdom of Ardrah in Guinea have
made a confiderable progrefs in police, and in the art of living.
Their women carry drefs and finery to an extravagance. They are
cloathed with loads of the fineft fatins and chintzes, and are
adorned with a profufion of gold. In a fultry climate they gratify
vanity at the expence of cafe. Among the inland negroes, who are

maore
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more polithed than thofe on the fea-coaft, befide domeftic' con-
cerns, the women fow, plant, and reap. A man however fuffers
in the efteem of the world, if he permit his wives to toil like flaves
while he 15 indulging in eafe, From that auipicious commence-
ment, the female fex have rifen in a flow but fteady progrefs to
higher and higher degrees of eftimation. Converfation is their
talent, and a difplay of delicate fentiments : the gentlenefs of their
manners, and winning behaviour, captivate every fenfible heart,
Of fuch refinements favages have lictle conception ; but when the
more delicate fenfes are unfolded, the peculiar beauties of the fe-
male fex, internal as well as external, are brought into full light;
and women, formerly confidered as obje@s of animal love merely,
are now valued as faithful friends and agreeable companions,
Matrimony affumes a more decent form, being the union, not of
a mafter and flave, but of two perfons equal in rank uniting to
form a family. And it contributed greatly to this delicious refine-
ment, that in temperate climes animal love is moderate, and wo-
men long retain good looks, and power of procreation. Thus
marriage became honourable among polifhed mnations ; which of
courfe banifhed the barbarous cuftom of purchafing wives ; for a
man who wifhes to have his daughter properly matched, will glad-
ly give a dowry with her, inftead of felling her as a flave,
Polygamy is found intimately conneded with the purcha-
fing wives. There is no limitation in purchafing flaves: nor has
a woman purchafed as a wife or a flave, any juft caufe for com-
plaining, that others are purchafed as the was: on the contrary,
{he is in part relieved, by addition of hands for performing the fer-
vile offices of the family. Polygamy accordingly has always been
permitted, where men pay for their wives. The Jews purchafed
their wives, and were indulged in polygamy (). Diodorus Sicu-

(¢) Leviticus, xviil. 18,
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lus fays, that polygamy was permitted in Egypt, except to
priefts (a). This probably was the cafe originally ; but when the
Egyptian manners came to be polithed, a man gave a dowry with
his daughter, inftead of receiving a price for her ; witnefs Solo-
mon, who- got the city of Gazer in dowry with the King of E-
gypt’s daughter. When that cuftom became univerfal, we may
be certain that it would put an end to polygamy. And accor-
dingly Herodotus affirms, that polygamy was prohibited in F-
gypt (4).  Polygamy undoubtedly prevailed in Greece and Rome,
while it was cuftomary to purchafe wives ; but improved manners
put an end to the latter, and confequently to the former. Poly-
gamy 'to this day obtains in the cold coun try of Kamfkatka ; and
in the ftill colder country round Hudfon’s bay. In the land of
Jello, near Japan, a man may have two wives, who perform every
fort of domeftic drudgery. "The negroes in general purchafe their
wives, and deal in polygamy, Polygamy is the law in Monomo-
tapa. Polygamy and the purchafing wives were cuftomary among
the original inhabitants of the Canary iflands. The men in Chili
buy their wives, and deal in polygamy.

The low condition of women amon g barbarians introduced poly-
gamy, and the purchafing women to be wives. And the juit refpect
paid to them among civilized nations, reftored the law of nature,
and confined a man to one wife, Their equality as to rank and
dignity bars the man from rakin g another wife, as it bars the wo-
man from taking another hufband, We find traces in ancient hi-
ftory of polygamy wearing out gradually. It wore out in Greece,
as manners refined ; but fuch was the influence of long habit,
that tho’ ‘a man was confined to one wife, concubines were in-

I:.rl} Lib. I
(8) Lib. 2. § g2.

:lu]gc;i
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dulged without limitation. In Germany, when Tacitus wrote,
very few traces remained of polygamy. *° Severa illic matrimo-
nia, nec ullam morum partem magis laudaveris : nam prope
foli barbarorum fingulis uxoribus contenti funt, exceptis admo-
dum paucis, qui non libidine, fed ob nobilitatem, plurimis nup-
tiis ambiuntur *.” When polygamy was in that country fo
little practifed, we may be certain the purchafing wives did not re-
main in vigour, And Tacitus accordingly, mentioning the general
rule, ** dotem non uxor marito, fed uxori maritus offert |,” ex-
plains it away by obferving, that the only dos given by the bride-
groom were marriage-prefents, and that he at the fame time re-
ceived marriage-prefents on the bride’s part (a). The equality of
the matrimonial engagement, for the mutual benefit of hufband
and wife, was well underftood among the Gauls. Cafar (&) fays,

“ Viri quantas pecunias ab uxoribus dotis nomine acceperunt,

“ tantas ex fuis bonis, ®ftimatione fa&a, cum dotibus commu-
‘“ nicant. Hujus omnis pecuni® conjunctim ratio habetur, fruc-
11

tufque fervantur, Uter eorum vita {uperarit, ad eum pars u-
“ triufque cum fru@ibus fuperiorum temporum pervenit 1.” In

# ¢ Marriage is there rigidly refpected ; nor is there any part of their morality

more laudable : for they are almoft the only race of barbarians who are con-

tented with a fingle wife ; a very few excepted, who, not from incontinency, but
¢ from an ambition of nobility, take more wives than one.”

+ ¢ The hutband gives a dowry to the wife, but the wife brings none to the

« hufhand.”

1 * Whatever fum the hufband has received as his wife’s portion, he allots as
« much from his own effefts to be joined with it.  An account is kept of this
“ joint ftock, and the fruits of it are preferved. Upon the death of either,
« the furviving fpoufe has the property of both the fhares, with the fruits or

¢ profits.”
{(«) De moribus Germanocrum, cap. 18,

(&) Lib. 6. cap. 19. D¢ belle Gallico,

| apan,
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Japan, and in Nicaragua, a man can have but one wife; but he
may have many concubines. In Siam, polygamy is ftill permit-
ted, though the bride brings a dowry with her: but that abfur-
dity is corrected by refined manners ; it being held improper, and
even difgraceful, to have more than one wife. The purchafing
wives wore out of fafhion among the ancient Tufcans ; for it was
held infamous, that marriage thould be the refult of any motive
but mutual love. This at the fame time put an end to polygamy.
Polygamy was probably early eradicated among the ancient Per-
fians ; for the bride’s dowry was fettled in marriage-articles, as a-
mong us. And there is the fame reafon for prefuming, thar it was
not long permitted in Mexico ; marriage there being folemnized
by the prieft, and the bride’s dower {pecified, which was reftored
in cafe of a feparation. In the countries where the Chriftian reli~
gion was firflt propagated, women were faft advancing to an equa-
lity with the men, and polygamy was wearing out of fafhion.
The pure fpirit of the gofpel haftened its downfal ; and tho’ not
prohibited exprefsly, it was however held, that Chriftianity 1s a
religion too pure for polygamy.

But, as hinted above, it was by flow degrees that the female
fex emerged out of flavery, to poflefs the elevated fate they juftly
are intitled to by nature. The practice of expofing infants among
the Grecks, and many other natiens, is an invincible proof of their
depreflion, even after the cultom ceafed of purchaling them. It is
wifely ordered by Providence, that the affe@tion of a woman to her
children commences with their birth, becaufe during infancy all
depends on her care, .As during that period the father is of little
ufe to his child, his affetion is extremely flighe till the child be-
gin to prattle and thew fome fondnefs for him. Tle expofing an
infant therefore thows, that the mother was little regarded : if the
had been allowed a vote, the praéltice never would have obtaine(
in any country. In the firlt book of the Iliad, Achilles {fays to A-

VoL. L. Bb gamemnon,
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gamemnon, who threatened to force from him his miftrefs Brifeis,
“ Another thing I will tell thee: record it in thy foul. For a wo-
* man thefe hands fhall never fight, with thee nor with thy foes,
Come, feize Brifeis: ye Argives, take the prize ye gave, But
beware of other fpoil, which lies flowed in my thips on the
fhore. I will not be plundered farther. If other be thy thoughts,

Atrides, come in arms, a trial make : thefe very flaves of thine
(1"

fhall behold thy blood pouring around my {pear *” The co-

medies of Menander, Philemon, and Diphilus, are loft ; but man-

-

ners muft have been little polithed in their time, fo far as can be
conjectured from their tranflators or imitators, Plautus and Te-
rence, Married women in their comedies are fometimes intro-
duced, and treated with very little refpe®. A man commonly
vents his wrath on his wife, and fcolds her as the caufe of the
mifconduét of their children. A lady, perhaps too inguifitive about
her hufband’s amours, is fcolded by him in the following words.

* Pope hides that fentiment as follows.

¢ Seize on Brifeis, whom the Grecians doom’d
“ My prize of war, yet tamely fee refum’d 3

# And feize fecure ; no more Achilles draws
“ His conqu’ring fword in any woman’s canfe.

¢ The gods command me to forgive the pait ;

% But let this firft invafion be the laft ;

* For know, thy blood, when next thou dar'ft invade,
¢ Shall ftream in vengeance on my recking blade.”

Such contempt of the female fex as exprefled by Achilles was perhaps thought too
grofs for a modern car without fome difguife.  But did not Pope difcover, that one
capital beauty in Homer is the delineation of ancient manners ? At that rate, had
it fallen to his fhare to defcribe Julius Cazfar, he would have drefled him like a
modern beau.  And after all, in a genteel affembly, what a favage would he ap-
pear, without breeches, and without linen !

(19 Ni
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* Ni mala, ni ftulta fis, ni indomita impéfque animi,
** Quod viro efle odio videas, tute tibi odio habeas.

*“ Praeter hac fi mihi tale poft hunc diem

* Faxis, faxo foris vidua vifas patrem *.”

One will not be furprifed, that women in Greece were treated
with no great refpect by their hufbands. A woman cannot have
much attraction who pafles all her time in folitude : to be admi-
red, the muft receive the high polith of fociety. At the fame
time, men of fathion were fo much improved in manners as to
relith fociety with agreeable women, where fuch could be found.
And hence the figure that courtezans made at that period, efpeci-
ally in Athens. They ftudied the temper and tafte of the men,
and endeavoured to gain their affe@ion by every winning art,
The daily converfations they liftened to on philofophy, politics,
poetry, enlightened their underftanding and improved their tafte,
Their houfes became agreeable fchools, where every one might
be inftructed in his own art, Socrates and Pericles met frequent-
ly at the houfe of Afpafia: from her they acquired delicacy of
tafte, and in return procured to her public refpect and reputation.
Greece at that time was governed by orators, over whom fome ce-
lebrated courtezans had great influence, and by that means en-
tered deep into the government, It was faid of the famous De-
mofthenes, *“ The meafure he hath meditated on for a year, will

* « Would you be held a wife and virtuous fpoufe,
¢ And of difcretion due, obferve this counfel :

¥ Whatever I, your lord, blame or approve,

-

¢ Still ler your praife or cenfure be the fame,
' But hearkee,

111

be this reprimand the laft
If you again offend, no more a wife

“ Within thefe walls ; — your father has you back,”

Bb2 * be
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* be overturned in a day by a woman.” It appears accordingly
from Plautus and Terence, that Athenian courtezans lived in great
{plendor. See in particular Theautontimorumenos, ac 3. fcene 2.

[ proceed to the other caufe of polygamy, mentioned alfo above,
viz. opulence in a hot climate. Men there have a burning appe-
tite for animal enjoyment; and women become old and lofe the
prolific quality, not long after the age of maturity in a temperate
climate. Thefe circumftances difpofe men of opulence to purchafe
their wives, that they may not be confined to one; and purchafe
they muft, for no man, without a valuable confideration, will
{furrender his daughter to be one of many who are deftined to gra-~
tify the carnal appetite of one man. The numerous wives and
concubines in Afiatic harems are all of them purchafed with
money. In the hot climate of Hindoftan, polygamy is univerfal,
and men buy their wives. The fame obtains in China : after the
price is adjufted and paid, the bride is condu@ed to the Bride-
groom’s houfe locked in a fedan, and the key delivered to him : if
he be not fatisfied with his bargain, he fends her back at the ex-
pence of lofing the fum he paid for her : if fatisfied, he feafts his
male friends in one room, and fhe her female friends in another.,

A

A man who has little fubftance takes a wife for his fon from a ho-
(pital, which faves him a dowry. '

It has been pleaded for polygamy in warm climates, that wo-
men are fit for being married - at or before the age of ten, and
palt child-bearing at twenty-five, while men are yet 1in the prime
of life; and therefore that a fecond wife ought to be permiteed,
who can bear children. s then the intereft of the female fex to be
totally diftegarded inr the matrimonial engagement, as if women
were intended by nature for beafts of burden only? But even
putting them out of the queflion, it ought to be confidered, that
a man, by taking a {econd wife, deprives fome other of the pri-

vilege all men have to be married, The argument mdeed would

be
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be conclufive, were ten females born for one male, as is faid to be
the cafe in Bantam : but as an equality of males and females 1s the
deftination of nature, the argument has no force. All men are
born equal by nature ; and to permit polygamy in any degree, 1s
to authorife fome to ufurp the privilege of others.

Thus in hot climates women remain in the {fame humble and
dependent ftate, in which all women were originally, when all
men were favages, Women by the law of Hindoftan are not ad-
mitted to be witnefles, even in a civil caufe; and I blufh to ac-
knowledge, that in Scotland the fame law has not been long 1in
difufe.

In contradi@ion to the climate, Chriftianity has banifhed poly-
gamy from Ethiopia, tho’ the judges are far from being fevere
upon that crime. The heat of the climate makes them with to in-
dulge in a plurality of wives, even at the expence of purchafing
each of them. Among the Chriftians of Congo polygamy is in ufe,
as formerly when they were Pagans. To be confined to one wife
during life, is held by the moft zealous Chriftians there, to be alto-
gether irrational : rather than be fo confined, they would renounce
Chriftianity.

Befide polygamy, many other cuftoms depend on the nature of
the matrimonial engagement, and vary according to its different
kinds. Marriage-ceremonies, for that reafon, vary in diflerent
countries, and at different times. Where the practice 1s to pur-
chafe a wife, whether among favages, or among pampered people
in hot climates, the payment of the price completes the marriage,
without any other ceremony. Other ceremomes however are
fometimes pra@ifed. In old Rome, the bride was attended to the
bridegroom’s houfe with a female flave carrying a diftafl’ and a
{pindie, importing that fhe ought to {pin for the family. Among
the favages of Canada and of the neighbouring countries, a {irap,
a kettle, and a faggot, are put in the bride’s cabin, as fymbols of

1 1
LD
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her duty, viz. to carry burdens, to drefs the victuals, and to pro-
vide wood. On the other hand, the bride, in token of her flavery,
takes her axe, cuts down timber, bundles it up, and lays it be-
tore the door of the bridegroom’s hut, All the falutation fhe pe.
ceives is, “ It is time to go to reft.” 'The inhabitants of Sjerrs
Leona, a negro country, have in all their towns a boarding-
fchool, where young ladies are educated for a year under the care
of a venerable old gentleman. When their education is completed,
they are carried in their beft attire to a public aflembly ; which
may be termed a matrimonial market, becaufe there young men
convene to make a choice. Thofe who fit themfelves to theip
fancy, pay the dowry, and over and above gratify the old fuper-
intendent for his extraordinary care in educating the bride. In
the ifland of Java, the bride, in token of fubje@ion, wafhes the
bridegroom’s feet ; and this is a capital ceremony, In Ruflia, the
bride prefents to the bridegroom a bundle of rods, to be ufed -
gainft her when fhe deferves to be chaftifed ; and at the fame time
fhe pulls off his boots, The prefent Emprefs, prone to reform the
rude manners of her fubjeéts, has difcountenanced that ceremony
among people of fathion. Very different were the manners of
Peru before the Spanith conqueft, The bridegroom carried {hoes
to the bride, and put them on with hig own hands. But there
purchafing of wives was unknown. Marriage-ceremonies in Lap~-
land are directed by the {fame principle, It is the cuftom there for
a man to make prefents to his children of rain-deer ; and young
women, fuch as have a large flock of rain-deer, have lovers in
plenty. A young man looks for fuch a wife at a fair, or at their
meetings for paying taxes. He carries to the houfe of the young
woman’s parents, fome of his relations ; being folicitous in par-
ticular to chufe an eloquent fpeaker. They are all admitted except
the lover, who muft wait till he be called in.  After drinking {fome
fpirits, brought along for the purpofe, the fpokefiman addre(les the

father
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father in the moft humble terms, bowing the knee as if he were
introduced to a prince. He ftyles him, the worfhipful father, the
high and mighty father, the beft and moft illuftrious father,
&e. &e.

In viewing the chain of caufes and effes, inftances fometimes
occur of bizarre fadts, ftarting from the chain without any caufe
that can be difcovered, The marriage-ceremonies among the Hot-
tentots are of that nature, After all matters are adjufted among
the old people, the young couple are thutup in a room by them-
felves, where they pafs the night in firuggling for fuperiority,
which proves a very ferious work where the bride is relu®ant, If
fhe perfevere to the laft without yielding, the young man is dif-
carded ; but if he prevail, which commonly happens, the mar-
riage is completed by another ceremony, not lefs fingular, The
men and women fquat on the ground in different circles, the
bridegroom in the centre of one, and the bride in the
ceatre of another. The Suri, or mafter of religious ceremo-
nies, pifles on the bridegroom ; who receives the fiream with
eagernefs, and rubs it into the furrows of the fat with which
he is covered. He performs the fame ceremony on the bride, who
15 equally refpecful. Marriage-ceremonies among the Kamikat-
kans are ftill more whimfical. A young man, after making his
propofals, enters into the fervice of his intended father-in-law. If
he prove agreeable, he is admitted to the trial of the touch., 'The
young woman is fivaddled up in leathern thongs; and in that
condition is put under the guard of fome old women. He watches
every opportunity of a flack guard to uncafe her, in order to touch
what is always the moft concealed. The bride muft refift, in ap-
pearance at leaft ; and therefore cries out to fammon her guards ;
who fall with fury upon the bridegroom, tear his hair, fcratch
his face, and act in violent oppofition. The attempts of the lover
prove fometimes unfuccefsful for months ; but the moment the

touch
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touch is atchieved, the bride teftifies her fatisfaction, by pronoun-
cing the words Nz, Nz, with a foft and loving voice. The next
night they bed togcther without any olupuﬁtion. One mrtl‘ri:tgc.
ceremony among the inland negroes is fingular. So foon as pre-
liminaries are adjufted, the bridegroom with a number of his com-
panions {et out at night, and {urround the houfe of the bride, a5
if intending to carry her off by force. She and her female attend-
ants, pretending to make all poflible refiftance, cry aloud for help,
but no perfon appears. This refembles ftrongly a marriage-cere-
mony that is or was cuftomary in Wales. On the morning of the
wedding-day, the bridegroom, accompanied with his friends on
horfeback, demands the bride. Her friends, who are likewife on
horfeback, give a pofitive refufal, upon which a mock fcuffle en-
fues. The bride, mounted behind her next kinfiman, is carried
off, and is purfued by the bridegroom and his friends with loud
fhouts, It is not uncommon to fee on fuch an occafion two or thres
hundred fturdy Cambro-Britons riding at full {fpeed, crofling and
joftling, to the no fmall amufement of the fpectators. When they
have fatigued themfelves and their horfes, the bridegroom is fuf-
fered to overtake his bride. He leads her away in triumph, and
the {cene 1s concluded with feafting and feftivity. The fame mar-
riage-ceremony was ufual in Mufcovy, Lithuania, and Livonia,
as reported by Olaus Magnus (a).

Divorce alfo depends on the nature of the matrimonial engage-
ment. Where the law is, that a man muft purchafe his wife as
one does a flave; it follows naturally, that he may purchafe as
many as he can pay for, and that he may turn them off at his
pleafure. This law is univerfal, without a fingle exception. The
Jews, who purchafed their wives, were privileged to divorce them,

{#) Lib. 14, cap, 5.

swithoit
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without being obliged to aflign a caufe (a). The negroes purchafe
their wives, and turn them off when they think proper. The
fame law obtains in China, in Monomotapa, in the ifthmus of
Darien, in Caribeana, and even in the cold country round Hud-
fon’s bay. All the favages of South America who live near the
Oroonoko, purchafe as many wives as they can maintain ; and
divorce them at their pleafure.

Very diflerent is a matrimonial engagement between equals,
where a dowry is contrac¢ted with the bride. The nature of the
engagement implies, that neither of them is privileged to difmifs
the other without a juft caufe. In Mexico, where the bride
brought a dowry, there could be no divorce but by mutual confent.
In Lapland, the women who have a ftock of rain-deer, as above
mentioned, make a confiderable figure. This lays a foundation
for a matrimonial covenant as among us, which bars polygamy,
and confequently divorce without a juft caufe. And when thefe
are barred in feveral inftances, the prohibition in time becomes
general,

I proceed to adultery, the criminality of which depends alfo in
fome meafure on the nature of the matrimonial engagement,
Where wives are purchafed, and polygamy is indulged, adultery
can {carce be reckoned a crime in the hufband ; and where there
are a plurality of wives, found fenfe makes it but a venial crime
in any one of them. Butas men are the lawgivers, the punifh-
ment of female adultery, where polygamy takes place, is gene-
rally too fevere. It is however more or lefs fevere in diflerent
countries, in propertion as the men are more or lefs prone to re-
venge. The Chinefe are a mild people, and depend more on locks
and bars for preventing adultery, than on feverity ; the punifh-

(#) Deunteronomy, chap. 24.

Vor. L. Cc ment
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(3]

ment being only to fell an adulterefs for a flave. The fame law
obtains in the kingdom of Laos, bordering upon China,  An a-
dulterefs among the ancient Egyptians was punifhed with the lofs
of her nofe. In ancient Greece, a pecuniary penalty was inflicted
on an adulterer (). An adulterefs was probably punifhed more
feverely. Among the negroes, who have very little delicacy, a-
dultery is but {lightly punifhed ; except in the kingdom of Benin.
There an aduleerefs, after a fevere whipping, is banithed ; and
the adulterer forfeits his goods, which are beftow’d on the injured
hufband. Among the ancient Germans, a grave and virtuous
people, adultery was extremely rare. An adulterefs was deprived
of her hair, expelled from her hufband’s houfe, and whipped
through the village (#). In Japan, where the people are remark-
ably fierce, female adultery is always punifthed with death, In
Tonquin, a woman guilty of adultery is thrown to an elephant
to be deftroy’d. By the law of Mofes, an adulterefs is punifthed
with death, as allo the adulterer (¢). Margaret of Burgundy,
Queen to Lewis Hutin King of France, was hang’d for adultery ;
and her lovers were flea’d alive;  Such were the favage manners of
thofe times. There is an old law in Wales, that for defiling the
Prince's bed the offender muft pay a rod of pure gold, of the
thicknefs of the finger of a plonghman who has ploughed nine
vears, and in length from the ground to the Prince’s mouth when
hitting, ;

Matrimony between a fingle pair, for mutual comfort, and for
procreating children, implies the {trictelt mutual fidelity. Adul-
tery however is a deeper crime in the wife than in the hufband :

{a) Odyffey, book 8. L. 58.
{#) Tacitus, De moribus Germanorum, cap. 19.

{¢) Leviticus, xx. 10

in
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in him it may happen occafionally, with little or no alienation of
affe@ion ; but the fuperior modefty of the female fex is fuch,
that a wife does not yield, till unlawful love prevails, not only
over modefty, but over duty to her hufband. Adultery therefore
in the wife, is a breach of the matrimonial engagement in a double
refpect : it is an alienation of affetion from the huifband, which
unqualifies her to be his friend and companion ; and it tends to
bring a fpurious iffue into the family, betraying the hufband to
maintain and educate children who are not his own.

The gradual advance of the female fex to an equality with the
male fex, is vifible in the laws of female fucceflion that have bees
eftablifhed at different times, and in different countries. Itis not
probable, that in any country women were early admitted to in-
herit land : they are too much defpifed among favages for fo va-
luable a privilege. The fiercenefs and brutality of the ancient Ro-
mans in particular, unqualified the women to be their companions:
it never entered their thoughts, that women fhould inherit land,
which they cannot defend by the fivord. But women came to be
regarded in proportion as the national manners refined. The law
prohibiting female fucceffion in land, eftablifhed in days of rufti-
city, was held to be rigorous and unjuft when the Romans were
more polithed. Proprietors of land, fuch of them as had no fons,
were difpofed to evade the law, by ample provifions to their
daughters, which rendered the land of little value to the collateral
heir-male. 'To reform that abufe, as termed by the veterans, the
lex Voconia was made, confining fuch provifions within moderate
bounds : and this regulation continued in force, till regard for
the female fex broke throngh every legal reftraint, and eftablifhed

female fucceflion in land, as formerly in moveables *. The bar-
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barous nations who crufh’'d the Roman power, were not long in
adopting the mild manners of the conquered : they admitted wo-
men to mherit land, and they exacted a double compofition for in-
juries done to them. By the Salic law among the Franks, women
were exprefsly prohibited to inherit land ; but we learn from the
forms of Marculfus, that this prohibition was in time eluded by
the following folemnity. The man who wanted to put his daugh-
ter upon a footing with his fons, carried her before the commif-
fary, faying, “ My dear child, an ancient and impious cuftom
* bars a young woman from fucceeding to her father: but as
“ all my children equally are given me by God, I ought to love
“ them equally ; therefore, my dear child, my will is, that my
* eflects ihall divide cqually between you and your brethren.” In
polithed ftates, women are not excluded from fucceeding even
to the crown.  Ruilia and Bricain afford examples of women ca-
pable to govern, in an abfolute as well as in a limited monarchy *,

What

compilation the Pandedts, is guilty of a grofs error, in teaching, that by the Twelve
Tables males and females of the fame degree fucceeded equally to land. The fx
Voconia (which fee explain’d in Alexandri ab Alexandro geniales diesy lib. 6. cap. 135.)
vouches the contrary. And one cannot fee without pain Juftinian's error, not only
adopted by an illufirious modern, but a caufe afligned for it fo refined and fubtile
a5 to go quite out of fight, L'e/prit de lix, liv. 27. chap, 1. I venture to affirm,
that fubtile veafoning never had any influence upon a rough and illiterate people ;
and therefore, at the time of the Decemvirs, who compofed the Twelve Tables of
law, the fubtile caufe afligned by our author could not have been the motive, had
the Decemvivs introduced female fucceflion in land, which they cerrainly did not.

* The kingdom of Gurrah in Hindoftan was governed by Queen Dargourté, e-
minent for fpirit and beauty. Small as that kingdom is, it contained about 70,000
towns and villages, the effeét of long peace and profperity. Being invaded by A-
faph Can, not many years ago, the Queen, mounted on an elephant, led her
troops to baule.  Her fon Rajah Bier Shaw, being wounded in the heat of adtion,
wias by her orders carried from the field, That accident baving occafioned a ge-

neral
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What I have faid, regards thofe nations only where polygamy
is prohibited. I take it for granted, that women are not admitted
to inherit land where polygamy is lawful: they are not in fuch
eftimation as to be intitled to a privilege fo illuftrious.

Among the Hurons in North America, where the regal dignicy
is hereditary, and great regard paid to the royal family, the fuc-
ceflion is continued through females, in order to preferve the royal
blood untainted. When the chief dies, his fon fucceeds not, but
his fifter's fon ; who certainly is of the royal blood, whoever be
the father : and when the royal family is at an end, a chief is e-
le€ted by the nobleft matron of the tribe. The fame rule of fuc-
ceflion obtains among the Natches, a people borderin g on the Mif~
fifippi ; it being an article in their creed, That their royal family
are children of the fun. On the fame belief was founded a law in
Peru, appointing the heir of the crown to marry his fifter ; which,
cqually with the law mentioned, preferved the blood of the fun in
the royal family, and did not encroach fo much upon the natural
order of fucceflion,

Female {ucceflion depends in fome degree on the nature of the
government. In Holland, all the children, male and female, fuc-
ceed equally., The Hollanders live by commerce, which women
are capable of as well as men. Land at the fame time is {o fcanty
1 that country, as to render it impra@icable to raife a family by
engrofling a great eftate in land ; and there is nothing but the am-

neral panie, the Queen was left with no more but 300 horfemen. Adhar, who
conduéted her elephant, exhorted her to retire while-it could be done with fafery.
The heroine rejefted the advice. % I is true,” faid fhe, * we are overcome in

¢ battle 3 but not in honour. Shall I, for a lingering ignominious life, lofe a re-

** putation that has been my chief ftudy !  Let your gratitude repay now the obli-

gations you owe me : pull out your dageer, and fave me from {lavery, by put-
ung an end to my life.”

L3
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bition of raifing a family that can move a mdn to prefer one of
his children before the reft. The fame law obtains 1n Hamburgh,
for the fime reafons. Extenfive eftates in land fupport great fa-
milies in Britain, a circumftance unfavourable to younger chil-
dren. But probably in London, and in other great trading towns,
mercantile men take care to prevent the law, by making a more e-
qual diftribution of their effes among their children.

After traverfing a great part of the globe with painful induftry,
will not one be apt to conclude, that originally females were every
where defpifed, as they are at prefent among the favages of Ame-
rica ;3 that wives, like flaves, were procured by barter; that po-
lygamy was univerfal ; and that divorce depended on the whim of
the huiband ¢ Such conclufion however would be rafh ; for upon
a more accurate fcrutiny, an extenfive country is difcovered, where
polygamy never was in fafhion, and where women were from the
beginning courted and honoured as among the moft polithed na-
tions. But the reader is humbly requefted to fufpend his curiofity,
till he perufe the following fketch, concerning the progrefs of
manners, which appears to be the proper place for that curious
and interefting fubject.

We proceed now to a capital article in the progrefs of the female
fex ; which is, to trace the different degrees of reftraint impofed
upon married women in different countries, and at different times
in the fame country ; and to aflign the caufes of thefe differences.
Where luxury is unknewn, and where people have no wants but
what are fuggefted by uncorrupted nature, men and women live
together with great freedom, and with great innocence. In
Greece anciently, even young women of rank miniftred to men

in bathing.

¢ While thefe officious tend the rites divine,

¢ The laft fair branch of the Neftorian line,
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¢ Sweet Polycafté, took the pleafant toil

“ To bath the Prince, and pour the fragrant oil (a).

Men and women among the Spartans bathed promifcuounfly, and
wreftled together ftark naked. Tacitus reports, that the Ger-
mans had not even feperate beds, but lay promifcunoufly upon
reeds or heath along the walls of the houfe. The fame cuftom
prevails even at prelent among the temperate Highlanders of Scot-
land ; and is not quite worn out in New England. A married
woman is under no confinement, becaufe no man thinks of an
act fo irregular as to attempt her chaftity. In the Caribbee iflands
adultery was unknown, till European Chriftians made fettlements
there. At the fame time, there {fcarce can be any fewel for Jealoufy,
where men purchafe their wives, put them away at pleafure, and
even lend them to a friend. But when by ripening fenfibility a
man puts a value on the affeGtions of his wife, and on her attach-
ment to him, jealoufy commences; jealoufy of a rival in her af-
fections. Jealoufy accordingly is a {fymptom of an increafing e-
fteem for the female {fex ; and that paflion is vifibly creeping in
among the natives of Virginia, It begins to have a real founda-
tion, when inequality of rank and of riches takes place. Men of
opulence ftudy pleafure: married women become obje@s of a cor-
rupted tafte ; and often fall a facrifice, where morals are impcr—
fe&, and the climate favourable to animal love. Greece is a deli-
cious country, the people handfome ; and when the ancient Greeks
made the greateft figure, they were extremely defective in morals,
They became jealous of their honour and of rivals; which
prompted them, according to the rough manners of thofe times,

to exclude women from fociety with men. Their women accor-

{z) Odylley, book 3. See allo book 8, line 491

dingly




208 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book I,

dingly were never feen in public; and if my memory ferve me,
an accidental interview of a man and a woman on the public {treet
brings on the cataftrophe in a Greek tragedy. In Hecuba, a tragedy
of Euripides, the Queen excufes herfelf for declining to vifit Poly-
meftor, faying, ¢ thatitis indecent for a woman to look a man in
¢ the face.” In the Eleétra of Sophocles, Antigoné is permitted
by her mother Jocafta to take a view of the Argian army from a
high tower : an old man who accompanies her, being alarmed at
feeing fome females pafs that way, and afraid of cenfure, prays
Antigoné to retire; *° for,” fays he, *“ women are prone to de-

“ traction ; and to them the mereft trifle is a fruitful fubject of

‘“ converfation *.” Spain is a country that fcarce yields to Greece
in finenefs of climate ; and the morals of its people in the dark
ages of Chriftianity, were not more pure than thofe of Greece,
By a law of the Vifigoths in Spain, a furgeon was prohibited to
take blood from a free woman, except in prefence of her hufband
or neareft relations. By the Salic law (), he who fqueczes the
hand of a free woman fhall pay a fine of 15 golden fhillings. In
the fourteenth century, it was a rule in France, that no married
woman ought to admit a man to vifit her in abfence of her huf-
band. TFemale chaftity muft at that time have been extremely
feeble, when {o little truft was repofed in the fair fex.

To treat women in that manner, may poflibly be neceflary, where
they are in requeft for no end but to gratify animal love. But
where they are intended for the more elevated purpofes, of being

* Women are not prone to detraftion unlefs when denied the comforts of fociery.
The ecenfure of Sophocles is iu‘obﬂhl}’juft with 1-c!‘l;cét to his countrywomen, be-
caufe they were lock’d up.  Old maids have the character with us of being prone to
derradtion ; but that holds not unlefs they retire from fociety,

(¢) Tit. 22,

friends
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friends and companions, as well ‘as affe@ionate mothers; a very
different treatment is proper. Locks and fpies will never anfwer ;
for thefe tend to debafe their minds, to corrupt their morals, and
to render them contemptible. By gradual openings in the more
delicate fenfes, particularly in all the branches of the moral fenfe,
chaftity, one of thefe branches, acquires a commanding influence
over females ; and when they are treated with humanity, becomes

their ruling principle. In that refined ftate, women are trufted:

with their own condu@, and may fafely be trufted : they make
delicious companions, and uncorruptible friends; and that fuch
at prefent is generally their cafe in Britain, T am bold to affirm.
Anne of Britany, wife to Charles VIII. and to Lewis XII. Kings
of France, introduced the fafhion of ladies appearing publicly at
court. This fafhion was introduced much later in England : even
down to the Revolution, women of rank never appeared in the
{treets without a mafk, 1In Scotland, the veil, or plaid, continued
long in fafhion, with which every woman of rank was covered
when fthe went abroad. That fafhion has not been 1ajd afide a-
bove forty years. In Italy, women were much longer confined
than in France; and in Spain the indulging them with fome 1j-
berty 1s but creeping into fathion at prefent. In Abyflinia poly-
gamy 1s prohibited ;- and married women of - fafhion have by cu-
ftom obtained the privilege of vifiting their friends, tho' not much
with the good-will of many hufbands, It were to be vifhed,
that a veil could be drawn over the following part of their hiftory,
The growth of Tuxury and fenfuality, undermining every moral
principle, renders both fexes equally diffolute : wives in that cafe
deferve to be again lock’d up; but the time of fuch feverity is
pait. ' Then indeed it'becomes indecent for the two fexes to hathe

promifcuoufly. The men in Rome, copying the Greeks, plunged

together into the fame bath, and became fuch proficients in afl;

adllll=
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rance, that men and women did the fame (a). Hadrian prohibited
that indecent cuftom., Marcus Antoninus renewed the prohibi-
tion ; and Alexander Severus, a fecond time : -but to {o little pur-
pofe, that even the primitive Chriftians made no difficulty to fol-
low the cuftom : fuch appetite there is for being nudus cum nuda,
when juftified by fafhion, This cuftom withftood even the thun-
der of general councils; and was not dropt till people became
more decent, in appearance at leaft,

In days of innocence, when modefty is the ruling paffion of the
female fex, we find great franknefs in external behaviour; for
women who are above fufpicion are little {olicitous about appear-
ances. At the fame period, and for the fame reafon, we find great
loofenefs in writing ; witnefs the Queen of Navarre's tales. In the
capital of France at prefent, chaftity, far from being practifed, is
fcarce admitted to be a female virtue. Burt people who take much
freedom in private, are extremely circum{pect in public : no inde-
cent expreflion nor infinuation is admitted, even into their plays
or other writings. In England the women are lefs corrupted than
in France ; and for that reafon are not fo fcrupulous with refpect
to decency in writing,

Hitherto of the female fex in temperate climes, where polygamy
ts prohibited. Very diflerent is their condition in hot climes,
which inflame animal love in both {exes equally. In the hot re-
gions of Afia, where polygamy is indulged, and wives are purcha-
{ed for gratifying the carnal appetite merely, it is vain to think
of reftraining them otherwife than by locks and bars, after having
once tafted enjoyment. Where polygamy is indulged, the body
is the only objeét of jealoufy ; not the mind, as there can be no
mutual affeGtion between a man and his inftruments of {enfual

{a) Plutarch, Life of Catos

pleafure.
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pleafure. And if women be fo little virtuous as not to be fafely
trufted with their own condu@, they ought to be lock’d up ; for
there is no juft medium between abfolute confinement and abfo-
lute freedom, - The Chinefe are fo jealous of their wives, as even
to lock. them up from their relations; and fo great is their dif-
fidence of the female fex in general, that brothers and fifters are
not permitted to converfe together. When women are permitted
to go abroad, they are thut up in a clofe fedan into which no eye
can penetrate,’ The intrigues carried on by the wives of the Chi-
nefe Emperor, and the jealoufy that reigns among them, render
them unhappy. But luckily, as women are little regarded where
polygamy is indulged, their ambition and intrigues give lefs dif-
turbance to the government, than in the courts of European
princes. The ladies of Hindoftan cover their heads with a gauze
veil, even at home, which they lay not afide except in prefence of
their neareft relations. A Hindoo buys his wife; and the firft
time he 1s permitted to fee her without a veil, is after marriage in
his own houfe. In{everal hot countries, women are put under the
guard of eunuchs as an additional fecurity ; and black eunuchs
are commonly preferred for their uglinefs. But as a woman, de-
prived of the fociety of men, isapt to be inflamed even with the
appearance of a man, fome jealous nations, refining upon that cir-
cumftance, employ old maids, termed ducnnas, for guarding their
women. In the city of Moka, in Arabia Felix, women of fafhion
never appear on the ftreet in day-light ; but itis a proof of man-
ners refined above thofe in neighbouring countries, that they are
permitted to vifit one another in the evening. If they find men
in their way, they draw afide to let them pafs. A French furgeon
being called by one of the King of Yeman’s chief officers, to cure
a rheumatifm which had feized two of his wives, was permitted

to handle the parts affe¢ted ; but he could not get a fight of their
faces.

Dd =2 I
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I proceed to examine more minutely the manners of women, as
refulting from the degree of reftraint they are under in different
countrics, In the warm regions of Afia, where polygamy is in~
dulged, the education of young women is extremely loofe, being
calculated for the fole end of animal pleafure. They are accom-
plifhed in fuch graces and allurements as tend to inflame the {fen-
fual appetite : they are taught vocal and inftrumental mufic, with
various dances that cannot ftand the telt of decency : but no cul-
ture is beftowed on the mind, no moral inftru&ion, no improve-
ment of the rational faculties; becaufe fuch education, which
qualifies them for being virtuous companions to men of fenfe,
would infpire them with abhorrence at the being made proftitutes,
In a word, fo corrupted are they by vicious education, as to be
unfit objects of any defire but what is merely fenfual. The Afiatic
ladies are not even trufled with the management of houfehold af-
fairs, which would afford opportunities for infidelity, -In Perfia,
fays Chardin, the ladies are not permitted, more than children,
to chufe their own drefs: no lady knows in the morning what
gown fhe is to wear that day.  The education of young womien in
Hindoftan is lefs indecent. They are not taught mufic nor dan-
cing, which are reckoned fit only for ladies of pleafure : they are
tanght all the graces of external behaviour, particularly to converfe
with {pirit and elegance: they are taughr alfo to few, to embroider,
and to drefs with tafte. Writing is neglected ;. but they are taught
to read, that they may have the confolation of ftudying the Alco-
ran ; which they never open, nor would underftand if they did,
Notwithitanding fuch care in educating Hindoftan ladies, their
manners, by being thut up ina feraglio, become extremely loofe :
the moft refined luxury of fenfe, joined with idlenefs, or with
reading love-tales, {lill worfe than idlenefs, cannot fail to vitiate

the minds of perfons deprived of liberty, and to prepare them for
every fort of intemperance. The wives and concubines of gran-
dees




Sk. VI, FEM ALE S F X, 213

dees in Conftantinople are permitted {fometimes to walk abroad for
air and exercife. A foreigner ftumbling accidentally on a knot of
them, about forty in number, atrended with black eunuchs, was
in the twinkling of an eye feized by a brifk girl, with the reft at
her heels: fhe accofted him with loofe amorous expreflions, at-
tempting at the fame time to expofe his nakednefs, Neither threats
nor intreaties availed him again{t fuch vigorous aflailants ;" nor
could the vehemence of their curiofity be moderated, by repre-
fenting the {thame of a behaviour {o grofsly immodeft. An old Ja~
nizary, ftanding at a little diftance, was amazed : his Maliometan
bathfulnefs would not fuffer him to lay hands upon women ; but
with a Stentorian voice he roared to the black eunuchs, that they
were guardians of proftitutes, not of modeft women ; and urging

them to free the man from fuch harpies. — All in vain (a),
Very different are female manners in temperate climes, where
polygamy is prohibited, and women are treated as rational beings.

Thefe manners however depend in fome meafure upon the nature
of the government. As many hands are at once employ’d in the
different branches of republican government, and fiill a greater
number by rotation, the males, who have little time to {pare from
public bufinefs, feel nothing of that languor and wearinefs which
to the 1dle make the moft frivolous amufements welcome,  Mar-
ried women live retired at home, managing family-affairs, as their

5, a
hufbands do thofe of the ftate: whence it is, that fimplicity of
manmers is more the tone of a republic, than of any other govern-
ment. Such were the manmers of the female fex durin g the flou-
rithing periods of the Greek and Roman commonwealths ;5 and
fuch are their manners in Switzerland and in Holland., Ina mo-

narchy, government employs but a few hands; and thofe who

{#) Obfervations on the religion, laws, &c. of the Turke,
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are not occupied with public bufinefs, give reins to gallantry, and
to other defires that are eafily gratified. Women of figure, on the
other hand, corrupted by opulence and fuperficial education, are
more ambitious to captivate the eye than the judgement ; and are
fonder of lovers than of friends. Where a man and a woman
thus difciplined meet together, they foon grow particular: the
man 1s idle, the woman frank ; and both equally addiéted to plea-
fure. Such commerce muft in its infancy be difguifed under the
appearance of virtue and religion: the miftrefs is exalted into a
deity, the lover finks into a humble votary ; and this artificial re-
lation produces a bombaft fort of love, with fentiments that foar
high above nature. Duke John de Bourbonnois, ann. 1414, cau-
fed it to be proclaimed, that he intended an expedition to Eng-
land with fixteen knights, in order to combat the like number of
Englifh knights, for glorifying the beautiful angel he worfhipped.
René, ftyled King of Sicily and Ferufalem, obferves, in writing upon
tournaments, that they are highly ufeful in furnifhing opportu-
nities to young knights and efquires to difplay their prowefs be-
fore their miftrefles. He adds, ‘“ that every ceremony regarding
** tournaments is contrived to honour the ladies. It belongs to
them to infpeét the arms of the combatants, and to diftribute
the rewards. A knight or efquire who defames any of them
15 beat and bruifed till the injured lady condefecend to intercede

(14
[ 13
[13

* for him,” Remove once a female out of her proper {phere,

and it is eafly to convert her into a male. James IV. of Scotland,
in all tournaments, profefled himfelf knight to Anne Queen of
France. She fummoned him to prove himfelf her true and valo-
rous champion, by taking the field in her defence againft Hei-

ry VIIL of England. And, according to the romantic gallantry
of that age, the Queen’s fummons was thought to have been his
chief motive in declaring war againft Henry his brother-in-law.
The famous Gafton de Foix, who commanded the French troops

at
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at the battle of Ravenna, rode from rank to rank, calling by name
the officers, and even fome private men, recommending to them
their country and their honour; adding,  that he would fee
* what they would perform for the love of their miftreffes.” Du-
ring the civil wars in France, when love and gallantry were car-
ried to a high pitch, Monfieur de Chatillon, ready to engage in a
battle, tied to his arm a garter of Mademoifelle de Guerchi, his
miftrefs.

But when unlawful commerce between the fexes turns common,
and confequently familiar, the bombaft ftyle appears ridiculous,
and the fenfual appetite is gratified with very little ceremony.
Nothing of love remains but the name; and as animal enjoyment
without love is a very low pleafure, it {foon finks into difguft when
confined to one object. What is not found in one, is fondly ex-
pected in another ; and the imagination, roving from objeét to
object, finds no gratification but in variety. An attachment to a
woman of virtue or of talents appears abfurd : true love is laughed
out of counteuance; and men degenerate into brutes, Women,
on the other hand, regarding nothing but fenfual enjoyment, be-
come fo carelefs of their infants, as even, without bluthing, to
employ mercenary nurfes *, Such a courfe of life cannot fail ‘to

fink

* Les femmes d'un certain état en France trouvent quielles perdent trop 3 faire
des enfans, et d caufe de cela méme, la plipart vivent célibataires, dans le fein
méme du marriage. Mais fi Penvie de fe voir perpetuer dans une branche de de-
fcendans, les porte @ fe conformer aux veeux de I'hymen, la population, dans
cette clafle, n’en ‘elt pas plus avancee, parce que leur delicatefle rend inutile leur
propagation ; car, parmi les femmes du premier et fecond rang ¢n France, com-
bien y en a-t-il qui nouriffent leurs enfans ? 11 feroit facile de les compter.  Ce de-
veir indifpenfable de mere, a cefsé chez nous d’en éwe un.  Les Interefls de la
France, vel 1. p. 234.— [In Englifb thus : ** The women of a certain rank in
" France find that they lofe too much by childbearing ; and for that reafon, even

“ though
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fink them into contempt : marriages are diffolved as foon as cone
tracted ; and the ftate is fruftrated of that improvement in morals
and manners, which is the never-failing produ of virtuous love,
A ftate enriched by conqueft or commerce declines gradually into
luxury and fenfual pleafure : manners are corrupted, decency ba-
nifhed, and chaftity becomes a mere name., What a feene of rank
and diffolute pleafure is exhibited in the courts of Alexander’s firc-
ceffors, and in thofe of the Roman emperors !

Gratitude to my female readers, if T fhall be honoured with
any, prompts me to conclude this fketch with a feene that may
afford them inftru@ion, and cannot fail of being agreeable; which
1s, the figure a woman is fitted for making in the matrimonal ftate,
where polygamy is excluded. Matrimony among favages, having
no object but propagation and flavery, isa very humbling ftate
for the female fex: but delicate organization, great fenfibility, live-
ly imagination, with fieetnefs of temper above all, qualify women
for a more dignified fociety with men; which is, to be their bofom-
friends and companions. In the common courfe of European edu-

cation, young women are trained to make an agrecable figure, and
to behave wirh decency and propriety : very little culture is be-
ftow'd on the head ; and ftill lefs on the heart, if it be not the art
of hiding paffion. Education fo flight and fuperficial is far from
feconding the purpofe of nature, that of making women fit com-
panions for men of fenfe, Due cultivation of the female mind,

though married, live in a ftate of celibacy. But population is not advanced, ¢-
ven by thofe who, from a defire of feeing themfclves perpetuated in their de-
fcendents, conform (o the purpofe of marriage ; for their delicacy counterba-
lances their fertility. How few of the firft and fecand rank of women in France
afy to count the number, This indifpenfable
duty of a mother has now ceafed to be one with ns.”"]—- As fuch woful negledt
of education is the fruit of volupruonfnels, we may take it for ar

fuckle their children ? Tt would be ¢

anted, that dhe
fame obtains in every opuleat and Tuxurious capital,

would




Sk, VI, FEMNALE SEX 217

would add greatly to the happinefs of the males, and {till more
to that of the females. Time runs on; and when youth and
beauty vanifh, a fine lady, who never entertained a thought into
which an admirer did not enter, finds in herfelf a lamentable
void, occafioning difcontent and peevithnefs. But a woman who
has merit, improved by virtuous and refined education, retains in
her decline an influence over the men, more flattering than even
that of beauty : dhe is the delight of her friends, as formerly of
her admirers.

Admirable swwould be the effeéts of fuch refined education, con~
tributing no lefs to public good than to private happinefs. A man,
who at prefent muft degrade himfelf into a fop or a coxcomb
in order to pleafe the women, would foon difcover, that their fa-
vour is not to be gained but by exerting every manly talent in pu-
blic and in private life ; and the two fexes, inftead of corrupting
each other, would be rivals in the race of virtue. Murtual elteem
would be to each a fchool of urbanity ; and mutual defire of plea-

fing would give fmoothnefs to their behaviour, delicacy to their
{fentiments, and tendernefs to their paflions.
Married women in particular, deftin’d by nature to take the

lead in educating their children, would no longer be the greateft
obftru@ion to good education, by their ignorance, frivolity, and
diforderly manner of living. Even upon the breaft, infants are

fufceptible of impreflions *; and the mother hath opportunitics

* May not a habit of chearfulnefs be produced in an infant by being trained up
among. chearful people? An agreeable emper is held to be a prime qualification
in a nurfe.  Such is the conneftion between the mind and body as that the features
of the face are commonly moulded inio an expreflion of the internal difpofition ;
axd is it not natural to think, that an infant in the womb may be affected by the
temper of its mother?  Its tender parts makes it fufceptible of the flighteft imprc {-
fions. When a woman is breeding, fhe ought to be doubiy careful of her temper ;
and in particular to indulge no ideas but what are chearful, and no fentiments but
what are kindly.

Vor. L. E without
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without end of inflilling into them good principles, before they
are fit for a male tutor. Coriolanus, who made a capital figure in
the Roman republic, never returned from war without meriting
marks of diftin@ion. Others behaved valliantly, in order to ac-
quire glory : he behaved valiantly, in order to give pleafure to his
mother.  The delight the took in hearing him praifed, and her
weeping for joy in his embraces, made him in his own opinion
the happielt perfon in the univerfe. Epaminondas accounted it
his greateft felicity, that his father and mother were @ill alive to
behold his conduét, and enjoy his victory at Leu@ra. Ina Latin
dialogue about the caufes that corrupted the Roman eloquence,
mjudicioudly aferibed to Tacitus, becaufe obvioufly it is not his
ftyle, the method of education in Reme, while it flourifhed as a
eommonwealth, is defcribed in a lively manner, I fhall endeavour
to give the fenfe in Englifth, becaufe it chiefly concerns the fair
fex. ** In that age, children were fuckled, not in the hut of a mier-
¢ cenary nurfe, but by the chafte mother who bore them. Their e-
¢ ducation during nonage was in her hands; and it was her chicef
* care to inflil into them every virtuous principle. In her pre-
** fence, a loofe word or an improper action were ftri@ly prohi-
** bited. She fuperintended, not only their ferious fludies, but
even their amufements ; which were condudted with decency
and moderation. In that manner the Gracchi, educated by
" Cornelia their mother, and Auguftus, by Attia his mother, ap-
peared in public with untainted minds; fond of glory, and

Li
| &
[11

prepared to make a figure in the world.” In the expedition of
the illuftrious Bertrand du Guefelin againft Peter the Cruel, King
of Caftile, the governor of a town, upon being fummoned to give
it up, made the following anfwer, * That they might be con-

*“ quered, but would never tamely yield ; that their fathers had

taught them to prefer a glorions death before a difhonourable
* life; and that their mothers had not only educated them in
(11

it

thefe
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““ thefe {entiments, but were ready to put in pra@ice the leffons
“ they had inculcated.” Let the moft profound politician fay,
what more efficacious incentive there can be to virtue and man-
hood, than the behaviour of the Spartan matrons, flocking to the
temples, and thanking the gods, that their hu{bands and fons had
died glorioufly, fighting for their country. In the war between
Lacedemon and Thebes, the Lacedemonians having behaved ill,
the married men, as Plutarch reports, were fo athamed of them-
felves, that they durft not look their wives in the face. What
a glorious prize is here exhibited to be contended for by the
female fex !

By fuch refin’d education, love would take on a new form, that
which nature infpires for making us happy, and for foftening the
diftreffes of chance: it would fill delicioufly the whole foul with
tender amity, and mutual confidence. The union of a worthy
man with a frivolous woman can never, with all the advantages
of fortune, be made comfortable: how diflerent the union of a
virtuous pair, who have no aim but to make each other happy !
Between fuch a pair emulation is reverfed, by an ardent defire in
cach to be furpafled by the other,

Cultivation of the female mind is not of great importance in a
republic, where men pafs little of their time with women. Such
cultivation where polygamy is indulged, would to them be a
great misfortune, by opening their eyes to their miferable condi-
tion. Butin an opulent monarchy where polygamy is prohibited,
female education is of high importance, not fingly with refpe& to
private happinefs, but with refpect to the fociety in general,

e
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