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Progrefs of M A N NER s

Here are peculiarities in the appearance, in the expreffions,
in the actions, of fome perfons, which, in oppofition to the
manners of the generality, are termed #beir manners. Such pecu-
liarities in the bulk of a nation, by which it differs from other na-
tions, or from itfelf at different periods, are termed the manners of
that nation. Manners therefore fignify a mode of behaviour pecu-
liar to a certain perfon, or to a certain nation. , The term 1is not
applied to mankind in general; except perhaps in contradiftin@ion
to other beings.

Manners are diftinguifhed from morals ; but in what refpect has
not been clearly explained. Do not the fame a&ions relate to
both ¢  Certainly ; but in different refpedts : an ation confidered
as right or wrong, belongs to morals ; confidered as chara@eriftical
of a perfon, or of a people, it belongs to manners.

Manners peculiar to certain tribes and to certain governments,
fall under other branches of this work. The intention of the pre-
fent {ketch is, to trace out the manners of nations, in the different
ftages of their progrefs, from infancy to maturity, I am far
from regretting, that manners produced by climate, by foil, and
by other permanent caules, fall not under my plan: I fhould in-

deed
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deed make but a poor figure upon a fubject that has been learnedly
difcufled by the greateft genius of the prefent age (a),

I begin with external appearance, being the firlt thing that
draws attention. The human countenance hath a greater variety
of expreflions than that of any other animal; and fome perfons
differ widely from the generality in thefe expreffions. The fame
variety is obfervable in human geftures ; and the fame peculiarity
in particular perfons, {o as to be known by their manner of walk-
ing, or even by fo flight an a@ion as that of putting on or taking
off a hat: {fome men are known even by the found of their feet,
Whole nations are diftinguifhable by the fame peculiarities. And
yet there 1s lefs variety in looks and geftures, than the different
tones of mind would produce, were men left to the impulfes of
pure nature: man, an imitative animal, is prone to copy others ;
and by imitation, external behaviour is nearly uniform among
thofe who ftudy to be agreeable; witnefs people of faflion in
France, I am acquainted with a blind man, who, without moving
his feet, is conftantly balancing from fide to fide, excited proba-
bly by fome internal impulfe. Had he been endowed with eye-
fight, he would have imitated the manners of others. I reft upon
thefe outlines : to enter fully into the fubje& would be an end-
lefs work ; difproportioned at-any ratc to the narrowne(s of my
plan.

Drefs muft not be omitted, becaufe it enters into external ap-
pearance. Providence hath elothed all animals that are unable to
clothe themfelves. Man can clothe himfelf; and he is endowed
befide with an appetite for drefs, no lefs natural than an appe-
tite for food. That appetite is proportioned in degree to its ufe;
in cold climates it is vigorous ; in hot climates, extremely faint,

{#) Montefquicu,

Ffa Savages




228 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS, Book I

Savages muft go naked el they learn to cover themfelves; and
they foon learn where covering is neceflary. The Patagonians,
who go naked in a bitter-cold climate, muit be woefully ftupid.
And the Picts, a Scotch tribe, who, it is faid, continued naked
down to the time of Severus, did not probably much furpafs the
Patagonians in the talent of invention.

Modefly is another caufe for clothing: few favages expofe the
whole of the body without covering. It gives no high idea of
Grecian modefty, that at the Olympic games people wreftled and
run races {tark naked. -

There is a third caufe for clothing, which is, the pleafure it af-
fords. A fine woman, feen naked once in her life, is a defirable
objeét ; defire being inflamed by novelty. But let her go naked
for a month ; how much more charming will fhe appear, when
dreffed with propriety and elegance! Cloathing is fo effential to
health, that to be lefs agreeable than nakednefs would argue an
incongruity in our nature. Savages probably at firft thought of
cloathing as a prote@ion only againft the weather ; but they foon
difcovered a beauty in drefs: men led the way, and women fol-
Jowed. Such favages as go naked, paint their bodies, excited by
the fame fondnefs for ornament, that our women fhew in their
party-coloured garments. Among the Jews, the men wore ear-
rings as well as the women (a). When Media was governed by
its own kings, the men were fumptuous in drefs : they wore loofe
robes, floating in the air ; had long hair covered with a rich bon-

net, bracelets, chains of gold, and precious ftones: they painted
their faces, and mixed artificial hair with that of nature. As au-

thors are filent about the women, they probably made no figure
in that kingdom, being fhut up, as at prefent, in feraglios,  Very

() Exod. xxxii, 2.

different
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different was the cafe of Athenian ladies, after polygamy was ba-

nifhed from Greece. They confumed the whole morning at the
roilette ; employing paint, and every drug for cleaning and whi-
tening the {kin : they laid red even upon their lips, and took great
care of their teeth : their hair, made up in buckles with a hot
iron, was perfumed and {pread upon the {houlders: their drefs
was elegant, and artfully contrived to fet off a fine thape. Such
s the influence of appetite for drefs : vanity could not be the fole
motive, as Athenian ladies were never feen in public. We learn
from St Gregory, that women in his tme drefled their heads ex-
tremely high ; environing them with many trefles of falfe hair,
difpofed in knots and buckles, o as to refemble a regular fortifica~
tion. Jofephus reports, that the Jewifh ladies powdered their hair
with gold duft; a fathion that was carried from Afia to Ronie.
The firflt writer who mentions white powder for the hair, the fame
we ufe at prefent, is L’Etoile, in his journal for the year 1593.
He relates, that nuns walked the {treets of Paris curled and pow=
dered. That fafhion fpread by degrees through Europe. For
many years after the civil wars in France, it was the fafhion in
Paris to wear boots and f{purs with a long fword: a gentleman
was not in full drefs without thefe accoutrements. The {fword
continues an article of drefs, tho’ it diftinguifhes not a gentleman
from his valet. To fhow that a tafte for drefs and ornament is
deeply rooted in human nature, favages difplay that talle upon the
body, having no covering to difplay it upon. Seldom 1s a child
left to nature : it is deprived of a tefticle, a finger, a tooth; or its
{kin is engraved with figures.

Cloathing hath no flight influence, even with refpect to morals.
I venture to affirm, at the hazard of being thought paradoxical,
that nakednefs is more friendly to chaftity than covering. Adul-
tery is unknown among favages, even in hot climates where they

have fcarce any covering. /) woman dreffed with tafte is 2 more
defirable
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defirable object than one who always goes naked. Drefs befide
gives play to the imagination, which pitures to itfelf many fecree
beauties, that vanilh when rendered familiar by fight: if a lady
accidentally difcover half a leg, imagination is inftantly inflamed,
tho” an actrefs5 appearing in breeches is beheld with mndifference :
a naked Venus makes not fuch an unpreffion, as when a garter
only is difcovered. In Sparta, men and women lived together
without any referve : public baths were common to both; and in
certain games they danced and combated together naked as when
born. In a later period, the Spartan dames were much corrupt-
ed ; occafioned, as authors fay, by a fhameful freedom of inter-
courfe between the fexes. Bur remark, that corruption was not
confined to the female fex, men having degenerated as much from
their original manhood as women from their original chaftity ;
and I have no difficulty to maintain, that gold and filver, admitted
contrary to the laws of Lycurgus, were what corrupted both fexes.
Opulence could not fail to have the fame effeét there that it has
every where ; which is to excite luxury and fenfuality. The Spar-~
tans accordingly, fhaking off auflerity of manners, abandoned
themfelves to pleafure: the moft expenfive furniture, the fofteft
beds, fuperb tapeftry, precious vafes, exquifite wines, delicious
viands, were not now too delicate for an efeminate Spartan, once
illuftrious for every manly virtue, Lycurgus underftood human
nature better than the writers do who carp at him. It was his in-
tention, to make his countrymen foldiers, not whining lovers: and
he juftly thought, that familiar intercourfe between the fexes
would confine their appetites within the bounds of nature ; an

uieful leflfon to women of fathion in our days, who expofe their
nakednefs in order to attra@ and enflame lovers. What Juftifies
this reafoning is, the afcendant that Spartan dames had over their
huibands while the laws of Lycurgus were in vigour : they in ef-

fect ruled the ftate as well as their own families, Such a-

{fcendant
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.

fcendant cannot be obtained nor preferved but by firict virtue: a
woman of loofe manners may be the obje& of loofe defire 3 but
feldom will the gain an afcendant over any man, and never over
her hufband. Among no people was there more freedom of in-
tercourfe than among the ancient Germans: males and females
flept promifcuouily round the walls of their houfes ; and yet we
never read of an attempt upon a married woman, The {ame holds
true of the Scotch highlanders.

Cleanlinefs is an article in external appearance. Whether it be
inherent in the nature of man, or only a refinement of polifhed
nations, may at firft fight appear doubtful. What pleads for the
former is, that cleanlinefs is remarkable in feveral nations that
have made little progrefs in the arts of life. The favages of the
Caribbee iflands, once a numerous tribe, were remarked by wri-
ters as neat and cleanly. In theifland Otaheite, or King George's
ifland, both fexes are cleanly: they bathe frequently, never eat
nor- drink without wathing before and after, and their garments
as well as their perfons are kept free of fpot or blemith. Ammi-

anus Marcellinus, defcribing the Gauls, fays, that they were

cleanly ; and that even the pooreft women were never feen with

dirty garments, The negroes, particularly thofe of Ardrah in the
{lave-coaft, have a fcrupulous regard to cleanlinefs. They wafh
morning and evening, and perfume themfelves with aromatic
herbs. In the city of Benin, in Guinea, women are employ'd to
keep the f{lreets clean; and in that refpet they are not outdone
by the Dutch. In Corea, people mourn three years for the death
of their parents ; during which time they never wath. Dirtinefs
muft appear difmal to that people, as to us ¥, But inftances are

* Many animals are remarkable for cleanlinefs. Beavers are o, and fo are cats.
This muft be natural. Tho® a tafte for cleanlinefs is not remarkable in dogs, yet
like men they learn to be cleanly.

no
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no lefs numerous that favour the other fide of the queftion, Am-
minianus Marcellinus reports of the Huns, that they wore the
fame coat till it fell to pieces with dirt and rottennefs. Plan Car-
pin, who vifited the Tartars anno 1246, fays, * That they never
¢t wath face nor hands; that they never clean a difh, a pot, nor
“ a garment ; that, like fwine, they make food of every thing, not
¢ excepting the vermin that crawl on them.” The prefent people
of Kamf{lkatka anfwer to that defcription in every article. The na-
ftinefs of North-American favages, in their food, in their cabins,
and in their garments, pafles all conception. As they never change
their garments till they fall to rags, nor ever think of wafhing
them, they are eat up with vermin, The Efquimaux and many
other tribes are equally nafty.

As cleannefi requires attention and induftry, the cleanlinefs of
{fome favages muft be the work of nature ; and the dirtinefs of o-
thers muft proceed from indolence counteracting nature. In fadt,
cleanlinefs is agreeable to all ; and naftinefs difagreeable : no per-
fon prefers dirt; and even thofe who are the moft accuftomed to
it, are pleafed with a cleanly appearance in others. It is true, that
a tafte for cleannefs, like that for order, for {ymmetry, for con-
gruity, is extremely faint during its infancy among favages, Iis
flrongelt antagonift is indolence, which favages indulge to excefs
the great fatigue they undergo in hunting, makes them fond of
eafe at home; and dirtinefs, when once habitual, is not eafily
conquered. But cleanlinefs improves gradually with manners, and
makes a figure in every induftrious nation. Nor is a tafte for
cleannefs beftow’d on man in vain: its final caufe is conlpicuous,
cleannefs being extremely wholefome, and naftinefs no lefs un-
wholefome ¥,

Thus

¢ "The plague, peftilential fevers, and other witrid difcafes, were more frequent
plaguc, 1% |
i
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Thus it appears, that a tafte for cleannefs is inherent in our na-
tare. 1 fay more: cleanlinefs is evidently a branch of propricty,
and confequently a felf-duty. The performance is rewarded with
approbation ; and the neglect is punifhed with contempt (a)-

A tafte for cleannefs is not equally diftributed among all men;
nor indeed is any branch of the moral fenfe equally diftributed :
and if by nature one perfon be more cleanly than another, a whole
nation may be fo. I judge that to be the cafe of the Japanefe, o
finically clean as to find fault even with the Dutch for dirtinefs.
Their inns are not an exception, nor their little houfes, in which
water is always at hand for wafhing after the operation. I judged it
to be alfo the cafe of the Englifh, who, high and low, rich and poor,
are remarkable for cleanlinefs all the world over; and I have often
amufed myfelf with {o fingular a refemblance between iflanders,
removed at the greateft diftance from each other. But I was forc'd
to abandon the refemblance, upon a difcovery that the Englifh have
not always been {o cleanly as at prefent. Many centuries ago, as

in Europe formerly than at prefent; efpecially in great cities, where multitudes
were crowded together in fmall houfes, and narrow ftreets. Paris, in the days of
Henry IV. occupied not the third part of its prefent fpace, and yet contained near-
ly the fame number of inhabitants ; and in London the houfes are much larger,
and the ftreets wider, than before the great fire, 1666, There is alfo a remarkable
alteration in point of dier. Formerly, people of rank lived on falt meat the greater
part of the year : at prefent, frefh meat is common all the year round. Por-herbs
and roots are now a confiderable article of food : about London in particular the
confumption at the Revolution was not the fixth pare of what it is now. Add the
great confumption of tea and fugar, which I am told by phyficians to be no incon-
{iderable antifeptics. But the chief caufe of all is cleanlinefs, which is growing
more and more univerfal, efpecially in the city of London. In Confiantinople,
putrid difeafes reign as much as ever; not from unhealthinels in the climate, but
from the narrownefs and naftinefs of the ftreets.

{a) Elements of Criticifm, chap. ro.

YoL, L G g recorded
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recorded in monkifh hiftory, one caufe of the averfion the Englifh
had to the Danes, was their cleanlinefs: they combed their hair,
and put on a clean fhirt once a-week. And the celebrated Erafmus,
who vifited England in the reign of Henry VIII. complains of the
naftinefs and flovenly habits of its people; afcribing to that caufe
the frequent plagues which at that time infefted them. “ Their

“ floors,” fays he, * are commonly of clay ftrewed wich rufhes,
* under which lies unmolefted a colle@ion of beer, greafe, frag-
i

ments, bones, fpittle, exerements of dogs and cats, and of every
thing that is naufeous (a).” A change fo extraordinary in the
talte and manners of the Englifh, roufes our curiofity ; and I flat-
ter myfelf that the following caufe will be fatisfadtory, A favage,
remarkably indolent at home, tho’ not infenfible of his dirtinefs,
cannot roufe up activity fufficient to attempt a ferious purgation;
and would be at a lofs where to begin. The induftrious, on the

(11

contrary, are improved in neatnefs and propriety by the art or
manufacture that conftantly employs them : they are never reduced
to purge the ftable of Augeas; for being prone to adtion, they {uf-
fer not dirt to reft unmolefted. Induftrious nations accordingly, all
the world over, are the moft cleanly. Arts and induftry had long
flourithed in Holland, where Erafmus was born and educated : the
people were clean above all their neighbours, becaufe they were
induftrious above all their neighbours; and upon that account the
dirtinefs of England could not fail to firike a Hollander., At the
period mentioned, induftry was as great a ftranger to England as
cleanlinefs: from which confideration, may it not fairly be infer-
red, that the Englifh are indebted for their cleanlinefs to the great
progrefs of induitry among them in later times ? If this inference
hold, it places induftry in an amiable light. The Spaniards, who

E.'.I‘} E-Pi-ﬂ- 432.

are
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are indolent to a degree, are to this day as dirty as the Englifh were
formerly. Madrid, their capital, is naufeoufly nafty : heaps of
unmolefted dirt in every ftreet raife in that warm climate a pefli-
ferous fteam, which threatens to knock down every flranger. A
purgation was lately fet on foot 'by royal authority. But people
habituated to dirt are not eafily reclaimed : to promote induftry
is the only effeGtual remedy *. The naftinefs of the ftreets of Lif-
bon before the late earthquake was intolerable ; and {o is at pre-
{fent the naftinefs of the ftreets of Cadiz,

Tho induftry be the chief promoter of cleanlinefs, yet it is fel-
dom left to operate alone: other caufes mix, fome to accelerate
the progrefs, fome to retard it. The moifture of the Dutch cli-
mate has a confiderable influence in promoting cleanlinef(s ; and
joined with induftry produces a furprifing neatnefs and cleanlinefs
among people of bufinefs : men of figure and fathion, who gene-
rally refort to the Hague, the feat of government, are not fo
cleanly. On the other hand, the French are lefs cleanly than the
Englith, tho' not lefs induftrious. But the lower clafles of people,
being in England more at their eafe than in France, have a great-
er tafte for living well, and in particular for keeping themfelves
¢lean.

A beard gives to the countenance a rough and fierce air, fuited to
the manners of a rough and fierce people. The fame face without

# Till the year 1760, there was not a privy in Madrid, tho’itis plentifully fup-
plicd with water. The ordure, during night, was thrown from the windows into
the firect, where it was gathered into heaps. By a royal proclamation, privics
were ordered to be built.  The inhabitants; tho’ long accuftomed to an arbitrary
government, refented this proclamation as an infringement of the common rights
of mankind, and ftrugpled vigoroufly againft it. The phyficians were the molt
violent oppofers : they remonftrated, that if the filth was not thrown into the

fireets, a fatal ficknefs would enfue 3 becaufe the putrefcent particles of air, which

the fildh

attraéted, would be imbibed by the human body.
G g 2 a
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a beard appears milder ; for which reafon, a beard becomes un-
fathionable in a polifhed nation. Demofthenes the orator lived in
the fame period with Alexander the Great, at which time the
Greeks begun to leave off beards. A buft however of that orator,
found in Herculaneum, has a beard ; which muft either have
been done for him when he was young, er from reluétance in an
old man to a new fafhion. Barbers were brought to Rome from
Sicily i the 454th year after the building of Rome. And it muft
relate to the tume following that period, what Aulus Gellius
fays (a), that people accufed of any crime were prohibited to
fhave their beards tll they were abfolved. From Hadrian, down-
ward, the Roman Emperors wore beards, = Julius Capitolinus re-
proaches the Emperor Verus for cutting his beard, at the in-
ftigation of a concubine. All the Roman generals wore beards
in Juilinian's time (4). When the Pope fhaved his beard, it
was reckoned a manifeft apoftafy by the Greek church; becaufe
Mofes and Jefus Chrift were always drawn with beards by the
Greek and Latin painters. Upon the dawn of fmooth manners in
France, the beaus cut their beards into fhapes, and curled their
whifkers. That fathion produced a whimfical effe@®, viz, that
men of gravity left off beards altogether: a beard in its natural
fhape was too fierce, even for them; and they could not for fhame
copy after the beaus.

Language, when brought to any perfecion among a polifhed
people, may juitly be confidered as one of the fine arts; and
in that view is handled above. But it belongs to the prefent
{ketch, confidered as a branch of external behaviour., Every part
of external behaviour is influenced by temper and difpofition, and

(«) Lib. 3. cap, 4

{#) Procopii Hitoria Vandalica, lib. 2.

language
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language more than any other part. In Elements of Criticiim (a)
it is obferved, that an emotion in many inftances bears a refem-
blance to its caufe. The like holds univerfally in all the natural
founds prompted by paffion. Let a paflion be bold, rough, cheer~
ful, tender, or humble, ftill it holds, that the natural found
prompted by it is in the fame tone: and hence the reafon why
thefe natural founds are the fame in all languages. Some flight
refemblance of the fame kind is difcoverable in many artificial
founds. The language of a favage is harfh; of polite people,
fmooth ; and of women, foft and mufical. The tongues of fa-
vage nations abound in gutturals, or in nafals: yet one would
imagine that fuch words, pronounced with difficulty, would be
avoided by favages, as they are by children. But temper prevails,
and fuggefts to favages harfh founds, conformable to their rough-
nefs and cruelty. The Efguimaux have a language compofed of
the harfheft gutturals ; and the tongues of the northern European
pations are not remarkably more fmooth. The Seotch peafants
are a frank and plain people; and their dialect is in the tone of
their characer. The Huron tongue hath ftatelinefs and energy
above moft known languages ; and the Hurons ftill retain a cer-
rain elevation of mind, which is more conformable to the majefty
of their difcourfe, than to their prefent low condition. Thus the
manners of a people may in fome meafure be gathered from their
language. Nay manners may frequently be gathered from fingle
words. The Hebrew word LEcHoM fignifies both feod and fight~
ing ; and TEREPH fignifies both food and plunder. KARAB fignifies
to draw near to one, and fignifies alfo 7o fight. The Greek word
LEI A, which fignified originally fpoil procured by war or piracy,
came to fignify wealth. And the great variety of Greek words

{2) Chap. 2. part6.
fignifying
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fignifying gosd and better, fignified originally frong and @i
lent.

Government, according to its different kinds, hath confi-
derable influence in forming the tone of a language. Lan-
guage in a democracy is commonly rough and coarfe; in a
republic, manly and plain; in a monarchy, courteous and
infinnating ; in defpotifin, imperious with refpe@ to infe-
riors, and humble with refpe@ to fuperiors.  The govern-
ment of the Greek empire is well reprefented in Juftinian’s
edicts, termed Nowelle Conflitutiones, the ftyle of which is ftiff,
formal, and affectedly ftately ; but deftitute of order, of force,
and of ligament. About three centuries ago, Tufcany was filled
with {inall republics, who fpoke a diale@ manly and plain. Tts
rough tones were purged oft when united under the Great Duke
of Tufcany ; by which means the Tufean diale@® has arrived near-
er to perfection than any other in Italy. The tone of the French
language is well fuited to the nature of its government : every
man is politely fubmiflive to thofe above him; and this tone forms
the character of the language in general, 1o as even to regulate the
tone of the few who have occafion to fpeak with authm‘ir}r, The
freedom of the Englih government forms the manners of the
people: the Englifh language is accordingly more manly and nervous
than the French, and abounds more with rough founds. The Lace-
demonians of old, a proud and auftere people, affected to talk with
brevity, in the tone of command more than of advice ; and hence
the Laconic ftyle, dry but mafculine, The Attic ftyle is more dif-
ficult to be accounted for: it was fiveer and copious ; and had a
remarkable delicacy above the ftyle of an y other nation. And yet
the democracy of Athens produced rough manners; witnefs the
comedies of Ariftophanes, and the orations of Efchines and De-
mofthenes. We are not fo well acquainted with the Athenians as
to account for the difference between their language and cheir

INAanners .
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manners : and are equally at a lofs about the Ruflian tongue,
which, notwithftanding the barbarity of the people, is fmooth
and fonorous. All that can be faid is, that the operation of a ge-
neral caufe may be difturbed by particular circamftances, Lan-
guages refemble the tides : the influence of the moon, which is
the general caufe of tides, is in feveral inftances overbalanced by
particular caufes acting in oppofition,

There may be obferved in fome favage tribes, a certain refine-
ment of language that might do honour to a polifhed people. The
Canadians never give a man his proper name, in {peaking to him,
If he be a relation, he is addrefled to in that quality : if a ftran-
ger, the fpeaker gives him fome appellation that marks affeGtion ;
fuch as, brother, coufin, friend.

From {peech we advance to action. Man is naturally prone to
motion ; witnefs children, who are never at reft but when afleep.
Where reafon governs, a man reftrains that reftlefs difpofition,
and never acts without a motive. Savages have few motives to
action when the belly is full : their huts require little induftry ;
and their covering of fkins, ftill lefs. Hunting and fithing employ
all their activity, After much fatigue in hunting, reft is fiveet;
which the favage prolongs, having no motive to a&ion till the time
of hunting returns. Savages accordingly, like dogs, are extremely
altive in the field, and extremely indolent at home *, The fava-

ges

* Quotiens bella non ineunt, non multum venatibus 3 plus per otium tranfigunt,
dediti fomno, ciboque. Fortiflimus quifque ac bellicofiffimus nihil agens, delegata
domus et penatium et agrorum cura feminis fcnihufquc, et infirmiffimo cufqug ex
familia, ipfi hebent ; mira diverfitate natur®, cum ilidem homines fic ament iner-
tiam, et oderint quietem. Tacitus, De moribus Germanorum, cap. 15.— [In Eng-
lifb thus : *° While not engaged in war, they do not often fpend their time in
“ hunting, but chiefly in indolence, minding nothing but their fleep and food.
*® The braveft and moft warlike among them, having nothing to do, pafs the time

L if",
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ges of the torrid zone are indolent above all others: they go na-
ked ; their huts coft them no trouble; and they never hunt ex-
cept for vegetables, which are their only food. The Spaniards
who firft landed in Hifpaniola, were furprifed at the manners of
the inhabitants. They are defcribed as lazy, and without ambj-
tion ; pailing part of their time in eating and dancing, and the
reft in fleep; having no great thare of memory, and ftill lefs of
underftanding. The character given of thefe favages belongs to
all, efpecially to {avages in hot climates. The imperfection of
their memory and judgement is occafioned by want of employ-
ment. The fame imperfection was remarkable in the people of
Paraguay, when under Jefuit government; of which after-
ward (a).

In early times, people lived in a very fimple manner, i gnorant
of fuch habitual wants as are commonly termed luxury, Rebecca,
Rachel, and the daughters of Jethro, tended their fathers flocks :
they were really thepherdefles. Young women of fathion drew
water from the well with their own hands. The joiner who made
the bridal bed of Ulyfles, was Ulyflfes himfelf (5). The Princefs
Nauficaa wathes the family-cloaths; and the Princes her bro-
thers, upon her return, unyoke the car, and carry in the
cloaths (¢). Queens, and even female deities, are employ'd in
fpinning (4), Is it from this fafhion that young women in Eng-

"

¢ in a fluggith ftupidity, committing the care of the houfe, the family, and the
¢ culture of the lands, to women, old men, and to the moft weakly. Suchis

-

¢ the wonderful diverfity of their nature, that they are at once the moft indolent

¢ of beings, and the moft impatient of reft.”]

(a) Book 2. fketch 1,
(&) Odyfley, book 23,
(c) Book 6. & 7.
(¢) Bock 10,
land
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land are denominated fpinfters ? Telemachus goes to council
with no attendants but two dogs :

““ Soon as in folemn form th’ affembly fat,

“ From his high dome himf{elf defcends in ftate ;

** Bright in his hand a pond’rous jav’lin {hin’d ;

“ Two dogs, a faithful guard, attend behind.”
ObpyssEy, book 2,

Priam’s car is yoked by his own fons, when he went to redeem
from Achilles the body of his fon Hector. Telemachus yokes his
own car (a). IHomer’s heroes kill and drefs their own vituals (5).
Achilles entertaining Priam, as now mentioned, flew a fnow-white
fheep; and his two friends flea’d and dreffed it. Achilles himfelf
divided the roafted meat among all *,

Not to talk of gold, filver was fcarce in England during the reign.
of the third Edward. Rents were paid in kind ; and what money
they had was locked up in the coffers of the great barons. Pieces
of plate were bequeathed even by kings of England, {o trifling in
our eftimation, that a gentleman of a moderate fortune would be
athamed to mention fuch in his will.

We next take under confideration the progrefs of fuch manners
as are more peculiarly influenced by internal difpofition; prepa-
ring the reader by a general view, before entering into particulars,

* Pope judging it below the dignity 'of Achilles to-ak the butcher, fuppreiles
that article, impofing the tafk upon his two frieads. Pope, it would appear, did
not confider, that from a lively pifture of ancient manners proceeds one of the ca-
pital pleafures we have in perufing Homer.

(a) Odyfley, book 15.

(2) Odyiley, book 19. & 20

Vor, I Hh Man




242 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book I,

Man is by nature a timid animal, having little ability to {ecure
himfelf againft harm : but he becomes bold in fociety, and gives
vent to paflion againit his enemies, In the hunter-ftate, the daily
practice of {laughtering innocent animals for food, hardens men
in cruelcy : they are worfe than bears or wolves, being cruel even
to their own kind. The calm and fedentary life of a fhepherd
tends to foften the harfh manners of hunters; and a gricul-
ture, requiring the union of many hands in one operation, in-
fpires a taite for mutual good oflices. But here comes in the
hoarding appetite to difturb that aufpicious commencement of ci-
vilization. Skilful hufbandry, producing the neceflaries of life in
plenty, paves the way to arts and manufaCtures. Fine houfes,
{plendid gardens, and rich apparel, are defirablz objes: the ap-
petite for property becomes headftrong, and to obtain gratifica-
tion tramples down every obftacle of juftice or honour (4). Dif-
ferences arife, fomenting difcord and refentment : war is raifed,
even among thofe of the fame tribe; and while it was lawiu! for
a man to take revenge at his own hand (4), that fierce paflion fwal-
low’d up all others. Inequality of rank and fortune foftered difz
focial paflions : witnefs pride in particular, which produced a
cuftom, once univerfal among barbarians, of killing men, wo-
men, dogs, and horfes, for ferving a dead chieftain in the other
world, Such complication of felfith and ftormy paffions, tending
eagerly to gratification, and rendering fociety uncomfortable, can-
not be ftemmed by any human means other than wholefome laws-
a momentary obflacle inflames defire; but perpetual reftraint
deadens even the moft fervid paflion. The authority of good go-
vernment gave vigour to kindly affe@ions ; and appetite for fociety,
which acts inceffantly, tho’ not violently, gave a currency to mu-

(a) See fketch 3,
(#) See Hiltorical Law-trats, traét 1.

tual
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tual good offices. A circumftance concurred to blunt the edge of
diffocial paffions: the firft focieties were fmall; and {mall ftates
in clofe neighbourhood produce difcord and refentment without
end : the junction of many fuch ftates into a great kingdom, re-
move people farther from their enemies, and render them more
gentle (a). In that fituation, men have leifure and fedatenefs to
relifh the comforts of focial life: they find that felfilh and turbu-
lent paflions are fubverfive of fociety ; and through fondnefs for
fociety, they patiently undergo the fevere difcipline of reftraining
paflion, and fimoothing manners. Violent paffions that difturb
the peace of fociety have fubfided, and are now feldom heard of:
humanity is in fafhion, and focial affections prevail. Men im-
prove in urbanity by converfing with women; and however felfifh
at heart, they conciliate favour, by afluming an air of difintereft-
ednefs. Selfithnefs thus refined becomes an effectual caufe of civi-
lization. But what follows ? Turbulent and violent paflions are
buried, never again to revive ; leaving the mind totally ingrofied
by felf-intereft. In the original ftate of hunters and fifhers, there
being little conne@ion among individuals, every man minds his
own concerns, and felfithnefs governs. The difcovery that hunting
and fifhing are beft carried on in company, promotes fome degree
of fociety in that ftate: it gains ground in the fhepherd-ftate, and
makes a captital figure where hufbandry and commerce flourifh.
Private concord is promoted by focial affe@ion; and a nation is
profperous in proportion as the amor patrie prevails. But wealth,
acquired whether by conqueft or commerce, is productive of In-

xury and fenfuality. As thefe increafe, focial affections decline,

and at laft vanith. This is vifible in every opulent city that has

long flourifhed in extenfive commerce. Selfifhnefs becomes the ru-

ling paflion: friendfhip is no more; and even blood-relation is
{2) See this more fully handled, book 2. fketch 1.

Hh 2 little
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little regarded. . Every man ftudies his own intereft ; and love of
gain and of fenfual pleafure are idels worfhipped by all. - And
thus in the progrefs of manners, men end as they begun : felfifh-
nefs is no lefs eminent in the laft and moft polithed ftate of fociety,
than in the firlt and moft favage flate,

From a general view of the progrefs of manners, we defcend to
particulars. And the firft {cene that prefents itfelf 15, cruelty to
ftrangers, exteided in procefs of time againft members of the
fame tribe. Anger and refentment are predominant in favages, who
never think of fmothering paflion. But this charaéter is not uni-
verfal : {fome tribes are remarkable for humanity, as mentioned in
the firfll flketch. Anger and refentment formed the chara@er of our
European anceftors, and made them fierce and cruel. The Goths
were fo prone to blood, that in their firft inroads into the Roman
territories they maflacred man, woman, and child. Procopius re-

ports, that in one of thefe inroads they left Italy thin of inhabi-
tants. They were however an honeft people ; and by the polith

they received in the civilized parts of Europe, they became no lefs
remarkable for humanity, than formerly for cruelty, Totila,
‘their king, having maftered Rome after a long and bloody fiege,
permitted not a fingle perfon to be killed in cold blood, nor the
chaftity of any woman to be attempted. One cannot without hor-
ror think of the wanton cruelties exercifed by the Tartars againft
the nations invaded by them under Gengizcan and Timor Bec,

A Scythian, fays Herodotus, prefents the king with the heads
of the enemies he has killed in battle ; and the man who brings
not a head, gets no fhare of the plunder. He adds, that many Scy-
thians clothe themfelves with the fkins of men, and make ufe of
the fculls of their enemies to drink out of. Diodorus Siculus re-
ports of the Gauls, that they carry home the heads of their ene-
mies {lain in battle ; and after embalming them, depofit them in
chefts as their chief trophy ; bragging of the fums offered for thefe

heads
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heads by the friends of the deceafed, and refufed. In fimilar cir-
cumitances men are the fame all the world over, The {calping
of enemies, in daily ufe among the North-American favages, is e-
gually cruel and barbarous.

No favages are more cruel than the Greeks and Trojans were, as
defcribed by Homer; men butchered in cold blood, towns re-
duced to afhes, fovercigns expofed to the moft humbling indig-
nities, no refpect paid to age nor to fex. The young Adraftus (a),
thrown from his car, and lying on his face in the duft, obtained
quarter from Menelaus. Agamemnon upbraided his brother for
lenity : ** Let none from deftruétion efcape, not even the lifping

“ infant in the mother’s arms : all her {fons muft with Ilium fall,

 and on her ruins unburied remain.” He pierced the fuppli-
cant with his {pear ; and fetting his foot on the body, pulled it
out. Hecor, having ftript Patroclus of his arms, drags the flain
along, vowing to lop the head from the trunk, and to give the
mangled corfe a prey to the dogs of Troy. And the feventeenth
book of the lliad is wholly employ’d in deferibing the conteft a-
bout the body between the Greeks and Trojans. Befide the bruta-
lity of preventing the laft duties from being performed to a dead
friend, it is a low fcene, unworthy of heroes. It was equally
brutal in Achilles to drag the corfe of He@or to the thips, tied to
his car. In a feene between He@or and Andromache (£), the
treatment of vanquifhed enemies is pathetically defcribed ; fove-
reigns maflacred, and their bodies left 2 prey to dogs and vul-
tures ; fucking infants dafh’d againft the pavement; ladies of the
firft rank forc'd to perform the lowelt a&s of flavery. Heétor doth
not diflemble, that if Troy were conquered, his poor wife would
be condemned to draw water like the vileft flave, Hec uba, in Eu-

{a) Book 6. of the Iliad.
(8) 1Liad, 'Book e
ripides,
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ripides, laments, that {he was chained like a dog at Agamemnon’s
gate; and the fame favage manners are defcribed in many other
Greek tragedies. Prometheus makes free with the heavenly fire,
in order to give life to man. Asa punifhment for bringing rational
creatures into exiftence, the gods decree, that he be chained toa rock,
and abandoned to birds of prey. Vulean is introduced by Efchy-
lus rattling the chain, nailing one end to a rock, and the other to
the breaft-bone of the criminal. Who but an American favage can
at prefent behold fuch a fpectacle and not be fhocked atit? A
{cene reprefenting a woman murdered by her children, would be
hifled by every modern audience ; and yet that horrid fecene was
reprefented with applaufe in the Ele@ra of Sophocles. Stobeeus
reports a faying of Menander, that even the gods cannot infpire
a foldier with civility: no wonder that the Greek foldiers were
brutes and barbarians, when war was waged, not only againft the
ftate, butagainft every individual. At prefent, humanity prevails
among foldiers as among others ; becaufe we make war only a-
gainft a ftate, not againft individuals. The Greeks are the lefs
excufable for their cruelty, as they appear to have been fenfible
that humanity is a cardinal virtue. Barbarians are always paint-
ed by Homer as cruel; polithed nations as tender and compaf-
fionate ;

Ye gods ! (he cried) upon what barren coaft,

In what new region is Uly{les tofl ;

Pollels’d by wild barbarians fierce in arms,

Or men whofe bofom tender pity warms ?”
OpyYssEY, book 13, 241,

Cruelty is inconfiftent with true heroifin ; and accordingly very
little of the latter is difcoverable in any of Homer’s warriors. So
much did they retain of the favage charadter, as, even without

blufhing,
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(]

bluthing, to fly from an enemy f{uperior in bodily ftrength, Dio-
medes, who makes an illuftrious figure in the fifth book of the
Hiad, retires when Heétor appears: * Diomedes beheld the chief]
““ and fhuddered to his inmoft foul.” Antilochus, fon of Neftor,
having {lain Melanippus (a), rufhed forward, cager to feize his
bright arms. But feeing Hefor, he fled like a beaft of prey who
fhuns the gathering hinds. And the great Hector himfelf fhame-
fully turns his back upon the near approach of Achilles: * Peri-
““ phetes, endowed with every virtue, renowned in the race, great
“ in war, in prudence excelling ' his fellows, gave glory to Hec-
“ tor, covering the chief with renown.” One would expect a
fierce combat between thefe two bold warriors, Not fo. Periphe-
tes ftumbling, fell to the ground ; and He&or was not afhamed
to transfix with his fpear the unrefifting hero.

In the fame tone of character, nothing is more common amon g
Homer’s warriors than to infule a vanquifh’d foe. Patroclus, ha-
ving beat Cebriones to the ground with a hu ge {tone, derides his
fall in the following words.

“ Good heav'ns ! what a@ive feats yon artift thows,
“ What fkilful divers are our Phrygian foes !

* Mark with what eafe they fink into the fand,

*“ Pity ! that all their practice is by land,”

The Crecks are reprefented (6) one after another {tabbing the
dead body of He@or: “ Nor ftood an Argive near the chief who
* infli®ted not a wound. Surely now, faid they, more ealy of
“ accefs is He@or, than when he launched on the fhips brands of
* devouring fire,”

&

{#) Book 13,
(%) Book 22,
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When' fuch were the manners of warriors at the fiege of Troy,
it 1s no wonder that the heroes on both fides were not lefs intent
on ftripping the flain than on victory. They are every where re-
prefented as greedy of {poil.

The Jews did not yield to thé Greeks in cruelty. It is unne-
ceffary to give inftances, as the hiftorical books of the Old Tefta~
ment are in the hands of every one. I fhall fele¢t one inftance for
a {pecimen, dreadfully cruel without any juft provocation: ** And
“ David gathered all the people rogether, and went to Rabbah,

¢ and fought againft ir, and took it And he brought forth

“ the people that were therein, and put them under faws, and

¢ ynder harrows of iron, and under axes of iron, and made them

¢ pafs through the brick-kiln : and thus did he unto all the cities
“ of the children of Ammon (a).”

That cruelty was predominant among the Romans, is evident

from every one of their hiftorians. Brutality to their offspring

was confpicuous. Children were held, like cattle, to be the father’s
property : and fo tenacious was the patria poteflas, that if a fon or
daughter fold to be a flave was fet free, he or {he fell again under
the father's power, to be fold a fecond time, and even a third
time. 'The power of life and death over children was much lefs
unnatural, while no public tribunal exifted for punifhing crumes.
A fon, being a flave, could have no property of his own. Ju-
lius Ciefar was the firft who privileged a fon to retain for his own
ufe fpoils acquired in war. When law became a lucrative pro-
feflion, what a fon gained in that way was declared to be his pro-
perty. In Athens, a man had power of life and death over his
children ; but as they were not flaves, what they acquired belong-
ed to themielves, So late as the days of Dioclefian, a {on’s mar-

(a) 2 Samuel, xii, 29.
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riage did not diffolve the Roman patria potgflas (a). But the power
of felling children wore out of ufe (4). When powers {o unna-
tural were given to men over their children, and exercifed fo ty-
rannically as to make a law neceffary prohibiting the dimheriting
of children, can there be any doubt of their cruelty to others?
During the fecond triumvirate, horrid cruelties were every day per-
petrated without pity or remorfe. Antony, having ordered Cicero
to be beheaded, and the head to be brought to him, viewed it with
{avage pleafure. His wife Fulvia laid hold of it, ftruck it on the
face, uttered many bitter execrations, and having placed it be-
tween her knees, drew out the tongue, and pierced it with a bod-
kin. The delight it gave the Romansto fee wild beafls {et loofe
againflt one another in their circus, is a proof not at ail ambi-
guous of their talte for blood, even at the time of their highefl ci-
vilization. The Edile Scaurus fént at one time to Rome 150 pan-
thers, Pompey 410, and Auguftus 420, for the public {peCtacles.
Their gladiatorian combats are not fo clear a proof of their fero-
city : the courage and addrefs exerted in thefe combats gave a
manly pleafure that balanced in fome meafure the pain of feeing
thefe poor fellows cut and flafh one another, And that the Ro-
mans were never cured of their itch for blood, appears from Ca-
ligula, Nero, and many other monfters, who governed the Ro-
mans from Auguftus downward. There is no example in mo-
dern times of fuch monfters in France, tho' an abfolute monarchy,
nor even in Turky.

Ferocity was in the Roman empire confiderably mollified by li-
terature and other fine arts; but it acquired new vigour upon the
irruption of the barbarous nations who crufhed that empire. Inthe
year 559, Clotaire, King of the Franks, burnt alive his fon, with

(@) L. 1. Cod. cap. De patria potellate.
(4 1

.10, eod,
Yor. L
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all his friends, becaufe they had rebelled againft him. Queen
srunchaud, being by Clotaire II. condemned to die, was dragged
through the camp at a horfe’s tail till fhe gave up the ghoft. The
ferocity of European nations became altogether intolerable during
the anarchy of the feudal fyftem. Many peafants in the northern
provinces of Irance, being forely opprefled in civil wars carried on
by the nobles againft each other, turned defperate, gathered to-
gether in bodies, refolving to extirpate all the nobles. A party of
them, anno 1358, forc'd open the caflle of a knight, hung him
1p upon a gallows, violated in his prefence his wife and daugh-
ters, roailed uim upon a {pit, compelled his wife and children to
cat of his fleth, and terminated that horrid feene with maffacring
the whole family, and burning the caftle. When they were afked,
fays Froiflard, why they committed fuch abominable aions,
their anfwer was, “ That they did as they faw others do; and

that all the nobles in the world ought to be deftroy’d.” The
nobles, when they got the upper hand, were equally cruel. They
put all to fire and {word ; and maffacred every peafant who came
in the way, without troubling themfelves to feparate the innocent
from the guilty. The Count de Ligny encouraged his nephew,
a boy of fiftcen, to kill with his own hand fome prifoners who
were his countrymen; in which, fays Monftrelet, the young
man took great delight. ¥How much worfe than brutal muft
have been the manners of that age! for even a beaft of prey kills
not but when inftigated by hunger. The third a& of ftealing
from the lead-mines in Derby, was, by a law of Edward I. pu-
nifhed in the following manner : A hand of the criminal was nail-
ed to a table; and in that flate he was left without meat or drink,

having no means for freedom but to employ the one hand to cut

off the other. The barbarity of the Englith at that period made
fevere punifhments neceflary : but the punifhment mentioned goes
beyond feverity ; it is brutal cruelty. The barbarous treatment

of
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of the Jews during the dark ages of Chriftianity, gives pregnant
evidence, that Chriftians were not fhort of Pagans in cruelty.

Poifon and aflaflination were moft licentioufly perpetrated, no
farther back than the laft century. Some pious men made vigo-
rous efforts in more than one general council to have aflaflination
condemned, as repugnant to the law of God ; but in vain *,

I wifh to {often the foregoing fcene : it may be foftened a little.
Among barbarians, punifhments muft be fanguinary ; as their bo-
dies only are fenfible of pain, not their minds,

The reftoration of arts and {ciences in Furope, followed with 2
reformation in religion, had a wonderful effe® in fiveetening man-
ners, and promoting the interefts of fociety. Of all crimes high
treafon is the moft involved in circumftances, and upon that ac-
count the moft difficult to be defined or circumfcribed : at the
fame time, the influence of government upon its judges feldom
permits a fair trial.  And yet, for that crime are referved the moft
exquifite torments. In England, the punithment is, ‘to cut up the
criminal alive, to tear out his heart, to dafh it about his ears, and
to throw it into the flames, The fame punithment continues in
form, not in reality : the heart indeed is torn out, but not till the
criminal is flrangled. Even the virulence of religious zeal is con-
fiderably abated, Savonarola was condemned to the flames as an
impious impoftor ; but he was firft privately ftrangled. The fine
arts, which humanize manners, were in Italy at that time accele-
rating toward perfection. The famous Latimer was in England

¥ It required. the ferocity and cruelty of a barbarous age.to give currency ta a
Mahometan doétrine, That the fword is the moft effe@tual means of converting men
to a dominant religion. The eftablifiment of the Inquifition will not permit me to
fay, that Chriftians never put in pra&tice a dorine o deteftable : on the contrary,
theyifurpafs the Mahaometans, giving no quarter to heretics, cither in this life, or
in that to come. The eternity of hell-torments is a doflrine no lefs inconfiftent

with the juftice of the Deity, than with his benevolence,

112 condemned
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condemned to be burnt for herefy : but bags of gunpowder were put
under his arms, that he might be burnt with the leaft pain.. Even
Knox, a violent Scotch reformer, acknowledges, that Withart was
ftrangled before he was thrown into the flames for herefy. So bit-

ter was the late perfecution againft the Jefuits, that not only were

their perfons profcribed, but in many places their books, not e-

ven excepting books upon mathematics, and other abftrac¢t fub-
je@s. That perfecution refembled in many particulars the perfe-
cution againit the knights-templars : fifty-nine of the latter were
burnt alive: the former were really lefs innocent; and yet fuch
humanity prevails at prefent, that not a drop of Jefuit-blood has
been ithed. A bankrupt in Scotland, if he have not fuffered by
unavoidable misfortune, is by law condemned to wear a party-
coloured garment, That law is not now put in execution, unlefs
where a bankrupt deferves to be ftigmatized for his culpable mif=
condudt.

Whether the following late inftance of barbarity do not equal
any of thofe above mentioned, I leave to my readers. No traveller
who vifited Peterfburgh during the reign of the Emprefs Elifabeth
can be ignorant of Madam Lapouchin, the great ornament of
that court. Her intimacy with a foreign ambaflador having
brought her under fufpicion of plotting with him againft the go-
vernment, the was condemned to undergo the punifhment of the
knout. At the place of execution fhe appeared in a genteel un-
drefs, which heightened her beauty. Of whatever indifcretion fhe
might have been guilty, the fivectnefs of her countenance, and
her compofure, left not in the fpe@ators the flighteft fufpicion of
guilt. Her youth alfo, her beauty, her life and {pirit pleaded for
her. — But all in vain: fhe was deferted by all, and abandoned to
furly executioners ; whom fhe beheld with aftonifhment, feeming '
to0 doubt whether fich preparations were intended for her. The
cloak that covered her bofom being pulled off, modelty took the

alarm,
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alarm, and made her ftart back : fhe turned pale, and burft into
tears. One of the executioners ftripp’d her naked to the waift,
feized her by both hands, and threw her on his back, raifing her
fome inches from the ground. The other executioncr laying hold
of her delicate limbs with his rough fifts, put her in a pofture for
receiving the punithment. Then laying hold of the knout, a fort
of whip made of a leathern ftrap, he retreated a few fteps, and with
a fingle ftroke tore off a flip of {kin from the neck downward, re-
peating his ftrokes till all the {liin of her back was cut off in {mall
flips. The executioner finifhed his talkk with cutting out her
tongue ; after which {he was banifhed to Siberia *.

The native inhabitants of the ifland Amboyna are Malayans.
Thofe on the fea-coaft are fubject to the Dutch : thofe in the in-
land parts are declared enemies to the Dutch, and never give quar-
ter. A Dutch captive, after being confined five days without food,
is ripped up, his heart cut out, and the head, fever'd from the
body, is preferved in fpice for a trophy. Thofe who can fhow
the greateft number of Dutch heads are the moft honourable.

In early times, when revenge and cruelty trampled on law,
people formed aflociations for fecuring their lives and their poi-
{feflions. Thefe were common in Scandinavia and in Scotland,

They were alfo common in England during the Anglo-Saxon pe-

riod, and for fome ages after the Conqueft. But inftead of fup-
porting juftice, they contributed more than any other caufe to a-

* The prefent Tmprefs has laid an excellent foundation for civilizing her people,
which is a Code of laws, founded on principles of civil liberty, banifhing flavery
and torture, and exprefling the utmoft regard for the life, property, and liberty,
of all her fubjeés, high and low. Peter I. reformed many bad cuftoms : but be-
ing rough in his own manners, he left the manners of his people as he found them.
If this Emprefs bappen to cnjoy a long and profperous reign, fhe may poflibly ac-
complifh the moit difficult of all undertakings, that of polifhing her people. No
tafk is too arduous for 2 woman of fuch fpirit.

narchy
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narchy and confufion, the members protecting each other, even
in robbery and murder, They were fupprefled in England by a
ftatute of Richard II.; and in Scotland by reiterated ftatutes.

Roughnefs and harfhnefs of manners are generally connecled
with cruelty ; and the manners of the Greeks and Trojans are ac-
cordingly reprefented in the Iliad as remarkably rough and harfh.
When the armies were ready to engage (a), Meneltheus King of
Athens, and Ulyfles of Ithaca, are bitterly reproached by Aga-
memnon for lingering, while others were more forward. “ Son
* of Peleus, he faid, and thou verfed in artful deceit, in mif-
chief only wife, why trembling fhrink ye back from the field ;
why wait till others engage in fight? You it became, as firft in
rank, the firft to meet the flame of war. Ye firft to the ban-
“ quet are called when we fpread the feaft. Your delight is to
“ eat, to regale, to quaff unftinted the generous wine,” In the
fifth book Sarpedon upbraids Hecor for cowardice. And Tlepo-
lemus, ready to engage with Sarpedon, attacks him firft with re-
viling and feurrilous words, Becaufe Hector was not able to re-
{cue the dead body of Sarpedon from the Greeks, he is upbraided
by Glaucus, Sarpedon’s friend, in the following words. *¢ Hec-
“ tor, tho’ fpecious in form, diftant art thou from valour in
arms. Undeferved haft ‘thou fame acquired, when thus thou
{hrinkeft from the ficld. Thou fuftaineft not the dreadful arm,
not cven the fight of godlike Ajax. Thou haft fhunned his
** face in the fight: thou dareft not approach his {pear,”

Rough and harfh manners produced flavery ; and flavery foftered
rough and harfh manners, by giving them conftant exercife. The
brutality of the Spartansto the Helots, their flaves, is a reproach
to the human fpecies. Befide the harfheft ufage, they were pre-

vented from multiplying by downright murder and maflacre.

£

(11
i
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(«) Book 4.
Why
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Why did not fuch barbarity render the Spartans deteftable, in-
ftead of being refpected by their neighbours as the moft virtuous
people in Greece? There can be but one reafon, that the Greeks
were all of them cruel, the Spartans a little more perhaps than the
reft. In Rome, a {lave, chain’d at the gate of every great houfe,
gave admittance to the guefts invited to a feaft: could any but
barbarians behold fuch a fpectacle without pain? Ifa Roman ci-
tizen was found murdered in his own houfe, his whole houfehold-
flaves, perhaps two or three hundred, were put to death without
mercy, unlefs they could detect the murderer. Such a law, cruel
and unjuft, could never have been enacted among a people of any
humanity.

Whence the rough and harfh manners of our Weft-Indian plant-

ers, but from the unreftrained licence of venting ill humour upon
their negro flaves ¥ ? Why are carters a rugged fet of men ? Plainly

becaufe

* Ceft de cet ciclavage des negres, que les Créoles tirent peut-&tre en partie un
certain caradtere, qui les fait paroitre bizarres, fantafques, et d’une fociété peu
golitee en Europe. A peine peuvent-ils marcher dans 1enfance, quils voient an-
tour d’cnx des hommes grands et robufies, deftings & deviner, i prevenir leur veo-
fonte. Ce premicr coup d'eeil doit leur donner d’eux-mémes 'opinion la plus ex-
travagante. Rarement exposes & trouver de la réfiftance dansleurs fantaifies méme
injufies, ils prennent un efpric de prefomption, de tyrannie, et de m-:'pris. cxtréme,
pour une grande portion du genre humain. Rien n'eft plus infolent que hemme
qui vit prefque toujours avec fes inferienrs 3 mais quand cenx-ci font das efelaves,
accoutumés & fervir des-enfans, i craindre jufqu’d des cris qui doivent leur attirer
des chiitfimens, que peuvent devenir des maitres .qui nlont jamais obéi, des meé-
chans qui n’ont jamais ete punis, des foux qui mettent 'des hommes 4 la chalne ?
Hiftcire Philsfophique et Politique des etablifemens des Eurapéens dans les Deux fudes,
I 4: p. 201. — [In Englifh thus : * Itis from this flavery of the negroes, that the
* Creoles derivein a great meafure that charafter which makes them appear ci-
 pricious and fantaftical, and of a fivle of manners which is not relithed in Eu-
* vope. Scarcely have the children learned to walk, when they fee around them
% tall and robult men, whofe province it is to guels their inclinations, and to pre-

# vent
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becaufe horfes, their flaves, fubmit without refiftance. An inge-
nions writer, defcribing Guiana in the fouthern continent of A-
merica, obferves, that the negroes, who are more numerous than
the whites, muft be kept in awe by feverity of difcipline. And he
endeavours to juftify the practice ; urging, that befide contribu-
ting to the fafety of the white inhabitants, it makes the flaves
themfelves lefs unhappy. *° Impoflibility of attainment,” fays he,
““ never fails to annihilate defire of enjoyment; and rigid treat-
““ ment, fupprefling every hope of liberty, makes them peaceably
“ {fubmit to {lavery.” Sad indeed muft be the condition of {laves,
if harfh treatment contribute to make them lefs unhappy. Such
reafoning may be be relithed by rough European planters, intent
upon gain: I am inclined however to believe, that the harfh treat-
ment of thefe poor people is more owing to the avarice of their
mafters, than to their own perverfenefs #,  That {laves in all ages
have been harfhly treated, is a melancholy truth. One exception
[ know, and but one, which I gladly mention in honour of the
Mandingo negroes. Their flaves, who are numerous, receive

vent their wifhes, This firft obfervation muft give them the moft extravagant
opinion of themfelves. From being feldom accuftomed to meet with any appo-
fition, even in their moft unreafonable whims, they acquire a prefumpruouns and
tyrannical difpofition, and entertain an extreme contempt for a great part of the
human race. None is {o infolent as the man who lives almoft always with his
inferiors 3 but when thefe inferiors are flaves accuftomed to ferve infants, and
to fear even their crying, for which they muft fuffer punifhment, what can be
expeéted of thofe mafters who have never obeyed, profligates who haye never
¢ met with chaftifement, and madmen who load their fellow-creatures with

chains 2¥

* In England flavery fubfi”ed fo late as the fixteenth century. A commiflion
was iffued by Queen Elifibeth, anno 1574, for enquiring into the lands and goods
of all her bondmen and bondwomen in the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Somer-
fet, and Glo'fter, in order to compound with them for their manumifiion or free-
dom, that they might enjoy their own lands and goods as free men.

very
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very gcntle treatment ; the women efpecially, who arc generally
o well dreffed as not to be diftinguithable from thofe who are
free.

Many political writers are of opinion, that for crimes inftigated
by avarice only, flavery for life and hard work, would be a more
adequate punifhment than death. I would fubfcribe to that opi~
nion but for the following confideration, that the having fuch cri-
minals perpetually in view, would harden the hearts of the {pec-
tators, and eradicate pity, a capital moral paflion. Behold the
behaviour of the Dutch in the ifland of Amboyna. A native who
is found guilty of theft is deprived of his ears and nofe, and
made a flave for life. William Funnel, who was there anno 1703,
reports, that 500 of thefe wretches were fecured in prifon, and
never {uffered to go abroad but in order to faw timber, to cut

ftone, or to carry heavy burdens. Their food is a pittance of

coarfe rice boiled in water, and their bed the hard ground. What
is {till worfe, poor people who happen to run in debt are turned
over to the fervants of the Eaft-India company, who fend them
to work among their {laves, with a daily allowance of two pence,
which goes to the creditor. A nation mufl be deveid of bowels;
who can eftablifh fuch inhumanity by law, But time has ren-
dered that practice familiar to the Dutch, foas to behold with ab-
folute indifference, the multiplied miferies of their fellow-creatures:
It appears indeed, that fuch a punifiment would be more effectual
than death to reprefs theft ; but can any one doubt, that fociety
would fuffer more by eradicating pity and humanity, than it
would gain by
At the { 1

ci
extremely 531311‘:11'5:..'.‘!1?:?1'; to one another: feldom is any one of them

removing every one by death who is guilty of theft?

ame time, the Dutch, however cruel to the natives, are
punifhed but for murder: a {finall fum will procure pardon for
any other crime.

A degree of coarfenefs and indelicacy is connedted with rough

YoL. L K k MANNErs,
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The manners of the Greeks, as copied by Plautus and

ce from Menander and other Greek writers, were extremel ¥
coarfe ; fuch as may be expected in a people living among their
flaves, without any fociety with virtuous women. The behaviour
of Demofthenes and Efchines to each other in their public ha-
rangues, is wofully coarfe. But Athens was a democracy ; and a
democracy, above all other governments, is rough and licentious,
In the Athenian comedy, neither gods nor men are {pared. The
moft refpetable perfons of the republic are ridiculed by name, in
the comedies of Ariftophanes, which wallow in loofenefs and de-
traction. In the third a& of Andromaché, a tragedy of Euripi-
cles, Peleus and Menelaus, Kings of Theflaly and Sparta, fall into
downright ribaldry; Menelaus fwearing that he would not give
up his viétim, and Peleus threatening to knock him down with
his ftaff. The manners of Jafon, in the tragedy of Medea by Eu-
ripides, are wofully indelicate. 'With unparallelled ingratitude to
his wife Medea, he, in her prefence, makes love to the King of
Corinth’s daughter, and obtains her in marriage. Inftead of
fhunning a perfon he had fo deeply injured, he endeavours to ex-
cufe himfelf to her in a very fneaking manner, * that he was an
* exile like herfelf, without fupport; and that his marriage would
acquire powerful friends to them and to their children.” Could

he imagine, that fuch frigid reafons would touch a woman of any

fpirit 2 But the moft ftriking picture of indelicate manners, is ex-
hibited in the tragedy of Alcefles. Admetus prevails upon Al-
celtes, his loving and beloved wife, to die in his ftead. What a
barbarian muft the man be, who grafps at life upon fuch a con-
dition ? How ridiculous is the bombaft flourifh of Admetus, that,
if he were Orpheus, he would pierce to hell, brave the three-
headed Cerberus, and reftore his wife to earth again! and how
indecently does he fcold his father, for refufing to die for him !
What pretext could the monfter have to complain of his father,

when
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when he himfelf was fo difgracefully fond of life, as even to fo-
licit his beloved fpoufe to die in his ftead! What {ftronger in-
ftance, after all, would one require of indelicacy in the manners
of the Greeks, than that they held all the world except themfelves
to be barbarians ? In that particular, however, they are not al-
together {ingular. Tho' the Tartars, as mentioned above, were
foul feeders, and hoggifhly nafty, yet they were extremely proud,
defpifing, like the Greeks, every other nation. The people of
Congo think the world to be the work of angels ; except their own
country, which they hold to be the handiwork of the fupreme
archite®. The Greenlanders have a high conceit of themfelves ;
and in private make a mock of the Europeans, or Kablunets, as
they call them. Defpifing arts and {ciences, they value them-
{elves on their fkill in catching feals, conceiving it to be the only
nfeful art. They hold themfelves to be the only civilized and
well-bred people; and when they fee a modeft ftranger, they fay,
* he begins to be a man ;” that is, to be like one of themfelves.
So coarfe and indelicate were Roman manners, that whipping
was a punifhment inflicted on the officers of the army, not even
excepting centurions (2). Doth it not thow extreme groffnefs of
manners, to exprefs in plain words the parts that modefty bids us
conceal ? and yet this 1s common in Greek and Roman writers,
In the Cyclops of Euripides there is reprefented a fcene of the vice
againft nature, grofsly obfcene, without the leaft difgnife. How

wofully indelicate muft the man have been, who could fit down

gravely to compofe fuch a piece! and how diflolute muft the

{pectators have been, who could behold fuch a fcene without hifl-
ing ! Next to the indecency of expofing one’s nudities in good
g of them without referve. Horace is ex-
tremely obfcene, and Martial no lefs. But I cenfure neither of

company, is the talkin

(a) Juliuns Capitolinus, in the life of Albinus.

Kka2 them,
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them, and as little the Queen of Navarre for her tales ; for they

wrote according to the manners of the times. Itis the man-
ners I cenfure, not the writers. A woman taken in adultery was
proftituted in the public ftreet to all comers, a bell ringing the
whole time. This abominable practice was abolifhed by the
Emperor Theodofius (a).

The manners of Europe, before the revival of letters, were no
lefs coarfe than cruel. In the Cartularies of Charlemagne, judges
are forbid to held courts but in the morning, with an empty {lo-
mach. It would appear, that men in thofe days were not athamed
to be feen drunk, even in a court of juftice. It was cuftomary,
both in France and Italy, to collect for fport all the ftrumpets in
the neighbourhood, and to make them run races. Several feudal
tenures give evidence of manners both low and coarfe. Struvius
mentions a tenure, binding the vaflal, on the birth-day of his lord,
to dance and fart before him. The cod-piece, which a few cen-

uries ago made part of a man’s drefs, and which fwelled by de-
grees to a monitrous fize, teftifies thamefully-coarfe manners;
and yet it was a modefl ornament, compared with one ufed in
France during the reign-of Lewis XI, which was the figure of a
man’s privy parts worn upon the coat or breeches. In the fame
period, the judgement of Paris was a favourite theatrical enter-
ainment : three women f{tark-naked reprefented the three god-
deffes, Juno, Venus, and Minerva. Nick-names, {o common not
long ago, are an inftance of the fame coarfenefs of manners; for
to fix a nick-name on a man, is to ufe him with contemptuous
familiarity. In the thirteenth century, many clergymen refufed
to adminifter the {acrament of the Lord’s fupper, unlefs they were
1'.-;11:1 for it *. !

Swearing

{a) Socrates, Hiflt. Eccl lib. 5 cap. a8.

# Corpus Chrifti tenentes in manibus, (fays the canon), ac fi dicerent, Quid mihi
vultis
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Swearing as an expletive of fpeech, is a violent fymptom
of rough and coarfe manners. Such {wearing prevails among
all barbarous nations. Even women in Plautus {wear fluent-
ly. Swearing prevailed in Spain and in France, till it was ba-
nithed by polite manners. Our Queen Elifabeth was a bold
fivearer ; and the Englifh populace, who are rough beyond their
neighbours, are noted by ftrangers for that vice. Tho’ fwearing
in order to enforce an expreflion, is not in itfelf immoral; it is
however hurtful in its confequences, rendering facred names too
familiar. God's beard, the common oath of Willham Rufus, {fug-
gefts an image of our maker as an old man with a long beard.
In vain have aés of parliament been made againft {wearing: it is
cafy to evade the penalty, by coining new oaths; and as that vice
proceeds from an overflow of fpirits, people in that condition
brave penalties, Polifhed manners are the only effeGtual cure for
that malady.

When a people begin to emerge out of barbarity, loud mirth
and rough jokes come in place of rancour and refentment. About
a century ago, it was ufual for the {ervants and retainers of the
court of feflion in Scotland, to break out into riotous mirth and
uproar the laft day of every term, throwing bags, duft, fand, or
ftones, all around. We have undoubted evidence of that difor-
derly practice from an a¢t of the court, prohibiting it under a fe-
vere penalty, as difhonourable to the court, and unbecoming the
civility requifite in fuch a place (a).

And this leads to the lownefs of ancient manners; plainly dif-

tinguifhable from fimplicity of manners: the latter is agreeable,

not the former. Among the ancient Egyptians, to cram a man

vultis dare, et ego enm vobis tradam ? — [fn Englifb thur - * Holding the body of

¢ Chrift in their hands, asif they faid, What will you give me for this 2 ")

(<) Act of Sederunt, 21t February 1663,
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was an act of high refpect. Jofeph, the King’s firft minifter, in
order to honour Benjamin above his brethren, gave him a five-
fold mefs (2). The Greeks in their feafts diftinguithed their he-
roes by a double portion (4). Ulyfles cut a fat piece out of the
chine of a wild boar for Demodocus the bard (¢). The fame re-
{pe@ful politenefs is practifed at prefent among the American fa-
vages; fo much are all men alike in fimilar circumftances, Tele-
machus (<) complains bitterly of Penelope’s fuitors, that they were
gluttons, and confumed his beef and mutton. The whole 14th
book of the Odyfley, containing the reception of Ulyfles by Eu-
meus the {wine-herd, is miferably low. Manners muft be both
grofs and low, where common beggars are admitred to the feafts
of princes, and receive feraps from their hands (¢). In Rome e-
very gueft brought his own napkin to a feaft. A flave carried it
home, filled with what was left from the entertainment. Sopho-

cles, in his tragedy of Iphigenia in Aulis, reprefents Clytemneftra

ftepping down from her car, and exhorting her fervants to look
after her baggage, with the anxiety and minutenefs of a lady’s
waiting-woman. Homer paints in lively colours the riches of the
Pheeacians, their fkill in navigation, the magnificence of the
king’s court, of his palace, and of the public buildings. But,
with the fame breath, he defcribes Nauficaa, the king's daughter,
travelling to the river on a waggon of greafy cloaths, to be watlhed
there by her and her maids. Poilibly 1t will be urged, that fuch
eircamftances, however low in our opinion, might appear other-

(@) Gen. xlii. g4,

(5) Odyfley, b. 8. v, sr3..b. 15, v. 156,
(¢) Cdyiley, b. 8. v. 510,

{#) Odyifey, b. 2.

{£) See 17th & 18th books of the Odyilzy,
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wife to the Greeks. If they had appeared low to the Greeks, they
would not have been introduced by their greateft poet. But what
does this prove, other than that the Grecks were low in their man-
ners? Their manners did not correfpond to the delicacy of their tafle
in the fine arts. Nor can it be expeéted that they thould correfpond,
when the Greeks were ftrangers to that polite {ociety wich women

which refines behaviour, and elevates manners. The firft kings

in Greece; as Thucydides obferves, were eleétive, having no
power but to command their armies in time of war; which re-

fembles the government that obtains at prefent in the ifthmus of
Darien. They had no written Jaws, being governed by cuftom
merely. To live by plunder was held honourable; for it was
their opinion, that the rules of juftice are not intended for re-
ftraining the powerful. All ftrangers were accounted enemies,
as among the Romans; and inns were unknown, becaufe people
lived at home, having very little intercourfe even with thofe of
their own nation. Inns were unknown in Germany; and to this
day are unknown in the remote parts of the highlands of Scot-
land; but for an oppofite reafon, that hofpitality prevailed great
ly among the ancient Germans, and continues to prevail {o much
among our highlanders, that a gentleman takes it for an affront
if a ftranger pafs his houfe, At a congrefs between Francis L of
France and Henry VIIL. of England, among other {pectacles for
public entertainment, the two kings had a wreftling-match. Had
they forgot that they were fovercign princes?

One wnuld imagine war to be a {oil too rough for the growth of
civilization; and yet it is not always an unkindly foil. War be-
tween two {mall tribes is fierce and cruel: but a large ftate miti-
gates refentment, by direéting it, not againft in ai-wdv.ﬂb, but a-
gainft the ftate in general. We know no enemies but thofe who
are in arms: we have no refentment againft others, but rather

find
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find a pleafure in treating them with humanity. Barbarity and
eruclty, having thus in war few individuals for their objeéts, na-
turally {ubfide; and magnanimity in their ftead transforms fol-
diers from brutes to heroes. Some time ago, it was ufual in
France to demand battle; and it was held difhonourable to decline
it, however unequal the match. Here was heroifm without pru-
dence; but in all reformations it is natural to go from one ex-
treme to the other., 'While the King of England held any pofief-
fions in France, war was perpetual between the two mnations,
which was commonly carried on with more magnanimity than is
ufual between inveterate enemies. It became cuftomary to give
prifoners their freedom, upon a fimple parole to return with their
ranfom at a day named. The {ame was the cuftom in the border-
wars between the Englith and Scots, before their union under one
monarch. Both parties found their account equally 1n fuch ho-
nourable behaviour, Edward Prince of Wales, in a pitched battle
againft the French, took the illuftrious Bertrand du Guefclin pri-
foner. He long declined to accept a ranfom ; but finding it whi-
fpered that he was afraid of that hero, he inftantly fet him at li-
berty without a ranfom. This may be deemed impolitic or whim-
fical: but is love of glory lefs przife-worthy than love of con-
queft ¥ The Duke of Guife, victor in the battle of Dreux, refted
all night in the field of battle; and gave the Prince of Condé, his
prifoner, a fhare of his bed, where they lay like brothers. The
Chevalier Bayard, commander of a French army anns 1524, being
mortally wounded in retreating froem the Imperialifts, placed him-
{elf under a tree, his face however to the enemy. The Marquis
de Pefcara, General of the Imperial forces, finding him.dead in
that pofture, behaved with the generofity of a gallant adverfary:
he direéted his body to be embalmed, and to be fent: to his rela-
tions in the moft honourable manner, Magnanimity and heroifin,
. which benevolence is an eflential ingredient, are inconfiftent

with.
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with cruelty, perfidy, or any groveling paflion. Never was gal-

lantry in war carried to a greater height, than between the Eng-

o 11-\.-

lith and Scotch borderers before the crowns were united. he
night after the battle of Otterburn, the victors and vanquifhed
lay promifcuoudly in the fame camp, without apprehending the
leaft danger one from the other. The manners of ancient war-
riors were very different. Homer’s hero, tho’ fuperior to ail in
bodily firength, takes every advantage of his enemy; and never
feels either compaflion or remorfe. The politic of the Greeks and
Romans in war, was to weaken the ftate by plundering its terri-
tory, and deftroying its people. Humanity with us prevails even
in war. Individuals not in arms are fecure, which faves much
innocent blood. Prifoners were fet at liberty upon paying a ran-
fom; and by later improvements 1n manners, even that practce
is left off] as too mercantile, a more honourable practice being {fub-
ftituted, viz. a cartel for exchange of prifoners. Humanity was
carried to a ftill greater height, in our late war with France, by
an agreement between the Duke de Noailles and the Earl of Stair,
That the hofpitals for the fick and wounded foldiers fhould be fe-
cure from all hoftilities. The humanity of the Duke de Randan
in the fame war, makes an illuftrious figure even in the prefent
age, remarkable for humanity to enemies. When the French
troops were compelled to abandon their conquefls in the electorate
of Hanover, their Generals every where burnt their magazines,
and plundered the people. The Duke de Randan, who com=-
manded in the city of Hanover, put the magiftrates in pofleflion
of his magazines, requefting them to diftribute the contents a-
mong the poor; and he was befide extremely vigilant to prevent
his foldiers from committing acts of violence * = The neceflity of
fortifying

# Such kindlinefs in an enemy from whom nothing is expected but mifchief, is

an illufirious inftance of humanity. And a fimilar inftance will nor make the lefs
VoL. L L1 figure
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fortifying towns to guard from deftruétion the innocent and de-

fencelefs, aflords convincing evidence of the favage cruelty that

prevailed in former times. By the growth of humanity, fuch

fortifications have become lefs frequent; and they ferve no purpofe
at prefent but to defend again{l invalion; in which view a finall
fortification, if but fufficient for the garrifon, 1s greatly prefer-
able; being conftructed at a much lefs expence, and having no
mouths to provide for but the garrifon only,

figure that it was done by 2 man of inferior rank. When Monf. Thurot, du ring-
our late war with France, :'!].‘-'Fl(".'ll‘CLE on the coalt of Scotland with three armed vel-
fels, the terror he at firft fpred, foon yiclded to admiration infpired by his huma-
nity. He p:ﬁcl a fl_.l.‘.l price for every thing he wanted 3 and in general behaved with
fo much affability, that a countryman ventured to complain to him of an officer
who had taken from him fifty or fixty guineas. The officer acknowledged the
fact; but faid, that he had divided the money among his men. Thurot ordered
the officer to give his bill for the monzy, which, he {aid, fhould be ftopped- out
of his pay, if they were {o fortunate as to return. to-France. Compare this inci-
dent with that of the great Scipio, celebrated in Roman {tory, who reftored a beau-
tiful bride to the bridegroom, and it will not fuffer by the comparifon. Another
inftance is no lefs remarkable. One of his officers gave a bill upon a mer-
c¢hant in:France, for the price of provifions purchafed by him.. Thurot having ac-
cidentally feen the bill, informed the countryman that it was of no value, re-
primanded the officer bitterly for the cheat, and compelled him to- give a bill
apon a merchant who he knew would pay the money. At that very time, Thu-
vol's men were in bad humour, and - were difpefed to mutiny. In fuch circumftan-
ces, would not Thurot have been excufed, for winking at a frand.to which he was
not acceffory #  But he adted all along with. the firi¢teft honour, even at the ha--
rard of a mutiny. Commeon honeily to an enemy is not a common praétice in war,
Thurot was ftrictly honeft in circumitances that made the exertion of common hio--
nefly an aét of the higheft magnanimity. Thefe ineidents ought to. be held up to
princes as examples of true heroifm.. War carried on in that manner, would, from
defolation and horror, be converted. into afair field for' acquiring . true  military
glory, and for exercifing every manly virtues, I feel the greatelt fatisfaftion in pay-
ing this tribute of praifc to the memory. of that great man:  He will be kept in re-
membrance by every true-hearted Briton, tho’he died fighting againft us, But he
died in.the field of bonour, fighting for his country.

In
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In the progrefs of fociety there is commonly a remarkable pe-
riod, when focial and diffocial paflions feem to bear equal {way,
prevailing alternately. In the hiftory of Alexandr’s fucceflors,
there are frequent inftances of cruelty, equalling that of Ameri-
can favages; and inftances no lefs frequent of gratitude, of ge-
nerofity, and even of clemency, that betoken manners highly po-
lithed., Ptolemy of Egypt, having gained a complete victory over
Demetrius, fon of Antigonus, reftored to him his equipage, his
friends, and his domeftics, faying, that  they ought not to make
““ war for plunder, but for glory.,” Demetrius having defeated
one of Ptolemy's Generals, was lefs delighted with the wvittory,
than with the opportunity of rivalling his antagonift in humanity.
The fame Demetrius having reftored liberty to the Athenians,
was treated by them as a demi-god; and yet afterward, in his
adverfity, their gates were fhut againft him. Upon a change of
fortune he laid fiege to Athens, refolving to chaftife that rebellious
and ungrateful people. He aflembled the inhabitants in the
theatre, furrounding them with his army, as preparing for a to-
tal maflacre. But their terror was fhort; he pronounced their
pardon, and beftow’d on them 100,000 meafures of wheat. Pto-
lemy, the fame who is mentioned above, having at the fiege of
Tyre fummoned Andronicus the governor to furrender, received
a provoking and contemptuous anfwer. The town being taken,
Andronicus gave himfelf over for loft: but the King, thinking it
below his dignity to refent an injury againft an inferior, now his
prifoner, not only overlooked the affront, but courted Androni-
cus to be his friend. Edward the Black Prince 1s an inflance of re-
fined manners, breaking, like a fpark of fire, through the gloom
of barbarity. The Emperor Charles V. after lofing 30,000 men at

the fiege of Metz, made an ignominious retreat, leaving his camp
filled with fick and wounded, dead and dying. Tho the war
between him and the King of France was carried on with unufual

L) a rancour,
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rancour, yvet the Duke of Guife, governor of the town, exerted in
thofe barbarous times a degree of humanity that would make a
fplendid figure even at prefent: He ordered plenty of food for thofe
who were dying of hunger, appointed furgeons to attend the fick
and wounded, removed to the adjacent villages thofe who could
bear motion, and admitted the remainder into the hofpitals that
he had fitted up for his own foldiers; thofe who recovered their
health were fent home, with money to defray the expence of the
journey.

In the period that intervenes between barbarity and humanity,
there are not wanting inftances of oppofite pailions in the fame
perfon, governing alternately; as if a man could this moment be
mild and gentle, and next momeut harfh and brutal. To vouch
the obfervation, I beg leave to introduce two rival monarchs, who
for many years diftrelled their own people, and difturbed Europe,
viz. the Emperor Charles, and the French King Francis. The
Emperor, driven by contrary winds on the coaft of France, was
invited by Francis, who happened to be in the neighbourhood,

to take fhelter in his dominions, propofing an interview at Aigues-

Mortes, a fea-port town. The Emperor inftantly repaired there
in his galley; and Francis, relying on the Emperor’s honour, vi-
fited him on fhipboard, and was received with every expreflion of
affetion, Next day, the Emperor repaid the confidence repofed
in him: he landed at Aigues-Mortes with as little precaution, and
found a reception equally cordial. After twenty years of open ho-
{lilities, or of fecret enmity, after having formally given the lie,
and challenged each other to fingle combat, after the Emperor
had publicly inveighed again{t Francis as void of honour, and
Francis had accufed the Emperor as murderer of his own fon ; fuch
behaviour will fearce be thought confiftent with human nature, But
thefe monarchs lived in a period verging from cruelty to humani-
ty ; and fuch periods abound with furprifing changes of temper

and
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and condué, In the prefent times, fuch changes are unknown.

Conqueft has not always the fame effeét upon the manners of
the conquered.  The Tartars who fubdued China in the thirteenth
century, adopted immediately the Chinefe manners: the govern-
ment, laws, cuftoms, continued without variation, And the
fame happened upon their fecond conquelt of China in the feven-
teenth century, The barbarous nations alfo who crufh’d the Ro-
man empire, adopted the laws, cuftoms, and manners, of the
conquered. Very different was the fate of the Greek empire when
conquered by the Turks. That warlike nation introduced every
where their own laws and manners: even at this day they con-
tinue a diftinét people, as much as ever. The Tartars, as well as
the barbarians who overthrew the Roman empire, were all of
them rude and illiterate, deftitute of laws, and ignorant of go-
vernment, Such nations readily adopt the laws and manners of
a civilized people, whom they admire. The Turks had laws, and
a regular government; and the Greeks, when fubduded by them,
were reduced by luxury and fenfuality to be objects of contempr,
not of imitation.

Manners are deeply affeced by perfecution. The forms of pro-
cedure in the Inquifition, enable the inquifitors to ruin whom they
pleafe. A perfon accufed is not confronted with the accufer: e-
very fort of accufation is welcome, and from every perfon: a
child, a common proftitute, one branded with infamy, are re-
putable witnefles: a fon is compelled to give evidence againit his
father, and a woman againft her hufband. Nay the perfons ac-

cufed are compelled to inform againft themfelves, by guefling
what fin they may have been guilty of. Such odious, cruel, and
tyrannical proceedings, made all Spain tremble: every man dif~

trufted his neighbour, and even his own family : a total end was
put to friendfhip, and to focial freedom. Hence the gravity and
referve of a people, who have naturally all the vivacity of a tempe-

rasc
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rate clime and bountiful foil ¥, Hence the profound ignorance of
that people, while other European nations are daily improving in
every art and in every fcience. Human nature 15 reduced to its
loweft {tate, when governed by fuperftition clothed with power,
We proceed to another capital article in the hiftory of manners,
viz, the felfith and focial branches of our nature, by which man-
ners are greatly influenced. Selfithnels prevails among {avages ;
becaufe corporeal pleafures are its chief objects, and of thefe every
favage is perfectly fenfible. Benevolence and kindly affetion are
too refined for a favage, unlefs of the fimpleft kind, fuch as the
ties of blood. While artificial wants were unknown, felfifhnefs
made no figure: the means of gratifying the calls of nature were
in plenty ; and men who are not afraid of ever being in want, ne-
ver think of providing againft it; and far lefs do they think of
coveting what belongs to another. But men are not long content-
ed with fimple neceflaries : an unwearied appetite to be more and
more comfortably provided, leads them from neceflaries to conve-
niencies, and from thefe to every luxury of life. Avarice turns
headftrong ; and locks and bars, formerly unknown, become ne-
ceflary to proteét individuals from the rapacity of their neigh-
bours. When the goods of fortune, money in particular, come
to be prized, f{elfithnefs foon difplays itfelf. In Madagafcar, a
man who makes a prefent of an ox or a calf; expects the value in re-
turn : and fcruples not to fay, “ You my friend, I your friend;
#¢ you no my friend, I no your friend ; I falamanca you, you fa-
“ lamanca me.” . Salamanca means, the making a prefent. Ad-
miral Watfon being introduced to the King of Baba, in Madagaf-
car, was afked by his Majefty, what prefents he had brought.
Hence the cuftom, univerful among barbarians, of always accofl-

* The populace of Spain, too low game for the inquifition, are abundantly
chearful, perhaps more fo than thofe of France.
mng
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ing a king, or any man of high rank, with prefents. The pecu-
liar excellence of man above all other animals, is the capacity he
has of improving by education and example. In proportion as his
facultes refine, he acquires a relifth for fociety, and finds a plea-
fure in benevolence, generofity, and in every other kindly affec-
tion, far above what felfifhnefs can afford. How agreeable is this
fcene ! Alas, too agreeable to laft for ever. Opulence and luxury
inflame the hoarding appetite ; and felfilhnefs at laft prevails as it
did originally. The felfithnefs however of favages differs from

that of pampered people. Luxury, confining a man’s whole views
to himfelf, admits not of friendfhip, and fcarce of any other fo-
cial paflion. But where a favage takes a liking to a particular per-

fon, the whole force of his focial affe¢tion being directed to a fingle
6bju&, becomes extremely fervid. Hence the unexampled friend-
thip between Achilles and Patroclus in the Iliad ; and hence many
fuch friendfhips among favages.

But there is much more to be faid of the influence of opulence
on manners. Rude and illiterate nations are tenacious of their
laws and manners ; for they are governed by cuftom, which is
more and more rivetted by length of time. A people, on the con-
trary, who are polithed by having pafled through wvarious f{cenes,
are full of invention, and conftantly thinking of new modes.
Manners in particular can never be {tationary, in a nation which is:
refined by profperity and the arts of peace. Good government
will advance men to a high degree of civilization ; but the very
belt government will not pr‘{fﬁ:}".'c them from corruption, after be~
coming rich by profperity. Opulence begets luxury, and envi-
gorates the appetite for fenfual pleafure. The appetite, when in-
flamed, is never confined within moderate bounds, but clings to
every objett of gratification, without regard to propriety or de-
cency. When Septimius Severus was elected Emperor, he found
on the roll of caufes depending before the judges in Rome no

fC'E‘.'{E il
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fewer than three thoufand accufations of adultery. From that
moment he abandoned all thoughts of attempting a reformation,
Love of pleafure is fimilar to love of money : the more they are
indulged the more they are inflamed. Polygamy is an incentive
to the vice againit nature; one a& of incontinence leading to
others, without end. When the Sultan Achmet was depofed at
Conftantinople, the people breaking into the houfe of one of his
favourites, found not a fingle woman. It is reported of the Al-
gerines, that in many of their {eraghos there are no women, For
the fame reafon, polygamy is far from preventing adultery, a
truth finely illuftrated in Nathan’s parable to David. What judge-
ment then are we to form of the opulent cities London and Paris,
where pleafure is the ruling paflion, and where riches are coveted
as inftruments of fenfuality ? What is to be expeéted but a pefli-
ferous corruption of manners? Selfithnefs, ingrofling the whole
foul, eradicates patriotifin, and leaves not a cranny for focial vir-
tue. If in that condition men abftain from robbery or from mur-
der, it is not love of juftice that reftrains them, but dread of pu-
nithment. Babylon is arraigned by Greek writers for luxury,
fenfuality, and profligacy. But Babylon reprefents the capital
of every opulent kingdom, ancient and modern: the manners
of all are the fame; for power and riches never fail to produce
luxury, fenfuality, and profligacy. Canghi Emperor of China,

who died in the year 1722, deferves to be recorded in the annals
of fame, for refifting the foftnefs and effeminacy of an Afiatic

court. Far from abandoning himfelf to {enfual pleafure, he pafl-
ed feveral months yearly in the mountains of Tartary, moftly on
horfeback, and declining no fatigue. Nor in that fituation were
affairs of flate neglected : many hours he borrowed from fleep,
to hear his minifters, and to iffue orders. How few monarchs,
bred up like Canghi in the downy indolence of a feraglio, have
refolution to withftand the temptations of {enfual pleafure !

In
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In no other hiftory is the influence of profperity and opulence
on manners fo -confpicuous as in that of old Rome. During the
fecond Punic war, when the Romans were reduced by Hannibal
to fight pro aris et focis, Hiero King of Syracufe fent to Rome a
.

'éll'l.]]].—".:;

large quantity of corn, with a golden ftatue of victory wei

three hundred and twenty pounds, which the fenate accepted.
But tho’ their finances were at the lowelt ebb, they accepted but
the lighteft of forty golden vafes prefented to them by the city of
Naples ; and politely returned, with many thanks, fome golden
vafes fent by the city of Peftum, in Lucania: A rare inftance of
magnanimity. But no degree of virtue 1s proof againft the cor-
ruption ‘of conqueft and opulence. Upon the influx of Afiatic
riches and luxury, the Romans abandoned themfclves to every
vice : they became in particular wonderfully avaricious, breaking
through every reftraint of juftice and humanity *.  Spain in par-
ticular, which abounded with gold and filver, was for many years
2 {cene, not only of oppreflion and cruelty, but of the bafeft
treachery, practifed againft the natives by fucceffive Roman ge-
nerals, in order to accumulate wealth, Lucullus, who afterward
made a capital figure in the Mithridatic war, attacked Cauca, a
Celtiberian city, without the flighteft provocation. Some of the
principal citizens repaired to his camp with olive-branches, defi-
ring to be informed upon what conditions they could purchafe
his friendfhip. It was agreed, that they {hould give hoftages,

* Poftquam divitiz honori effe ceeperunt, et eas gloria, imperium, potentia fe-
quebatur 3 hebefcere virtus, paupertas probro haberi, innocentia pro malevolentia
duci, ccepit. Igitur ex divitiis juventutem luxuria, atque avaritia, cum fuperbia
invafere.  Salluff. Bell. Cat. c. 12.— [In Englifb thus : ** After if had become an

L3

honour to be rich, and glory, empire, and power, became the attendants of

¢ riches, virtue declined apace, poverty was reckoned. difgraceful, and innocence

¢ was held fecret malice.  Thus to the introduétion of riches our youth owe their

-

¢ luxury, their avarice, and pride.”]
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k3

i MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book T,

with a hundred talents of filver. They alfo confented to admit a.
garrifon of 2000 men, in order, as Lucullus pretended, to protec
them againft their enemies. But how were they prote@ed ? The
gates were opened by the garrifon to the whole army ; and the in-
habitants were butchered, without diftin@ion of {ex or a ge. What
other remedy had they, but to invoke the gods prefiding over oaths
and covenants, and to pour out execrations againft the Romans
tor their perfidy ? Lucullus, enriched with the fpoils of the town,
felt no remorfe for ‘leaving 20,000 perfons dead upon the {pot,
Shortly after, having laid fiege to Intercatia, he folicited a treaty
of peace. The citizens, reproaching him with the flaughter of
the Cauceans, afked, whether, in making peace, he was not to:
employ the fame right hand, and the fame faith, he had already
pledged to their countrymen. Seroclius Galba, another Roman
general, perfuaded the Lufitanians to lay down their arms, pro-
mifing them a fruitful territory inftead of their own mountains ;.
and having thus got them into his power, he ordered all of them
to be murdered. Of the few that efcaped Viriatus was one; who,,
in a long and bloody war againft the Romans, amply avenged
the maflacre of his countrymen. Our author Appian reports, that
Galba, furpafling' even Lucullus in covetoufnefs, diftributed but
a fmall fhare of the plunder among the foldiers, converting the
bulk of it to his own ufe. He adds, that tho’ Galba was one of
the richeft men'in Rome, yet he never fcrupled at lies nor perjury
to procure money. DBut the corruption was general : Galba being’
accufed of many mifdemeanors, was acquitted by the fenate
through the force of bribes. A tribe of the Celtiberians, who had
long {erved the Romans againft the Lufitanians, had an offer made
them by Titus Didius of a territory in their neighbourhood, lately
conquered by him, He appointed them' a day to receive poflef-
fion ; and having inclofed them in his camp under fhew of friend-
thip, he put them all to the fword ; for which mighty deed he ob-

tained
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tained the honour of a triumph, The double-dealing and treachery
of the Romans, in their laft war againft Carthage, is beyond ex-
ample. The Carthaginians fufpe@ing that a ftorm was gathering
againit them, fent deputies to Rome for fecuring peace at any
rate. The fenate, in appearance, were difpofed to amicable mea~
fures, demanding only hoftages; and yet, tho’ three hundred
hoftages were delivered without lofs of time, the Roman army
landed at Utica. The Carthaginian deputies attended the confuls
there, defiring to know what more was to be done on their part.
They were required to deliver up their arms ; which they chear-
fully did, imagining that they were now certain of peace. Inftead
of which, they received peremptory orders to evacuate the city,
with their wives and children ; and to take up no habitation within
eighty furlongs of the fea. . In perufing Appian’s hiftory of that
memorable event, compaflion for the diftrefled Carthaginians is
ftified by indignation at their treacherous oppreflors. Durft the
monfters after fuch treachery talk of Punica fides ? The profligacy
of the Roman people, during the triumvirate of Cafar, Pompey,
and Craffus, is painted in lively colours by the fame author. * For
“ a long time, diforder and confufion overfpread the common-
“ wealth : no office was obtained but by faction, bribery, or cri-
* minal fervice: no man was athamed to buy votes, which were
“ fold in open market. One man there was, who, to obtain a
lucrative office, expended eight hundred talents (a): ill men
enriched themfelves with public money, or with bribes: no
honeft man would ftand candidate for an ofice s -and- into a fi-

149
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tuation fo miferable was the commonwealth reduced, that once

** for eight months it had not a fingle magiftrate,” Cicero, writing
©0 Atticus that Clodius was acquitted by the influence of Craflus,
exprefles himfelf in the following words. ** Biduo, per unum

{a) About L. 150,000 Sterling,

M m  fervum,

£
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fervum, et eum ex gladiatorio ludo, confecit totum negotium.
Accerfivit ad fe, promifit, interceflit, dedit.  Jam vero, O dii
boni, rem perditam ! etiam noctes certarum mulierum, atque
adolefcentulorum nobilium, introdu@iones nonnullis judicibus

33

pro mercedis cumulo fuerunt * (a).” Prolomy King of Egypt
was dethroned by his fubje@s for tyranny. Having repaired to
Rome for prote@ion, he found means to poifon the greater part of
a hundred Egyptians, his accufers, and to allaflinate Dion,. their
chief. And yet thefe crimes, perpetrated 1in the heart of Rome,
were fuffered to pafs with impunity. But he had fecured the lead-

ing men by bribery, and was proteted by Pompey. The follow-

ing inftance is, if poflible, ftill more grofs. Prolomy, King of
Cyprus, had always been a faithful ally to the Romans. But his
gold, jewels, and precious moveables, were a tempting bait to the
avarice of Rome; and all was confifcated by a decree of the
people, without even a pretext. Money procured by profligacy is
not commonly hoarded up; and the Romans were no lefs volup-
tuous than avaricious. Alexander ab Alexandro mentions the Fa-
nian, Orchian, Didian, Oppian, Cornelian, Ancian, .and Julian
laws, for reprefling luxury of drefs and of eating, all of which
proved sneffe@tual.  He adds, that Tiberius had it long at heart
to contrive fome effe@ual law again{t luxury, which now had fur-
pafled all bounds ; but that he found it impracticable 'to ftem the
tide. He concludes, that by tacit agreement among: a corrupted

# « Tn two days he completed the affair, by the means of one flave, a gladiator.
He fent for him, and by promifes, wheedling, and large gifts, he gain’d his
point.. Good God, to what an infamous height has corruption at length ar-
ved! Some judges were rewarded with a night’s lodging of certain ladics;
and others, for an illuftrious bribe, had fome young boys of Noble family in-

troduced to them.”

{a) Lib 1. epilt. 13.
Pe{)plrz
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people all fumptuary laws were in effe@® abrogated ; and that the
Roman people, abandoning themfelves to vice, broke through e~
very reftraint of morality and religion (). Tremble, O Britain,
on the brink of a precipice! how little diftant in rapacity from
2oman fenators are the leaders of thy people!

Riches produce another lamentable effect : they enervate the
pofleffor, and degrade him into a coward. He who commands
the labour of others, who eats without hunger, and refts without
fatigue, becomes feeble in mind, as well as in body, has no con-
fidence in his own abilities, and is reduced to flatter his enemies,
becaufe he hath not courage to brave them.

_l

148

Selfilhnefs among the rude and illiterate is rough, blunt, an
undifguifed, Selfithnefs, which in an opulent kingdom ufurps
the place of patriotifim, is {fmooth, refined, and covered with a
veil, Pecuniary intereft, a low obje&, muft be covered with the
thickeft veil : ambition, lefs diflionourable, is lefs covered : but
delicacy as to chara@er and love of fame, are fo honourable,
that even the thinneft veil is reckoned unneceffary. Hiftory jufti-
fies thefe obfervations. During the profperity of Greece and Rome,
when patriotifin was the ruling paflion, no man ever thought of
employing a hoftile weapon but againft the enemies of his coun-
try : {words were not worn during peace, nor do we ever read of
a private duel. The frequency of duels in modern times 15 no
flight fymptom of degeneracy regardlefs of our country, felfifh-
nefs is exerted without difguife, when reputation or character is in

queftion ; and a nice fenfe of honour prompts revenge for every
imagined affront, without regard to juftice. How much more
manly and patriotic was the behaviour of Themiftocles, when in-

fulted by the Lacedemonian general in deliberating about the
concerns of Greece!  * Strike,” fays he, * but firft hear me.”

(@) Lib. 3. cap. 11

When
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When a nation, formerly in a flourithing fate, is deprefled by
luxury and felfilhnefs, what follows next? ILet the Egyptians
anfwer the queftion. That unhappy people, having for many ages
been a prey to every barbarous invader, are now become effemi-
nate, treacherous, cruel, and corrupted with every vice that de-
bafes humanity. A nation in its infancy, however favage, is fuf-
ceptible of every improvement ; but a nation worn out with age
and difeafe is fufceptible of no improvement, There is no remedy,
but to let the natives die out, and to repeople the country with
better men,

I fly from a fcene fo difimal to one that will give no pain. Light
1s intended by our Maker for adtion, and darknefs for reft. In
the fourteenth century, the fhops in Paris were opened at four in
the morning: at prefent, a thopkeeper is ftarce awake at feven.
The King of France dined at eight in the morning, and retired to
his bedchamber at the fame hour in the evening; an early hour
at prefent for public amufements. The Spaniards adhere to an-
cient cuftoms *, Their King to this day dines precifely at noon,
and fups no lefs precifely at niné& in the evening. During the
reign of Henry VIII. fafhionable people in England breakfafted at
{even in the morning, and dined at ten in the forenoon. In Eli-
iabeth’s time, the nobility, gentry, and {tudents, dined at eleven
forenoon, and fupped between five and fix afternoon. In the
reign of Charles 1I. four in the afternoon was the appointed hour
for afting plays. At prefent, even dinner is at a later hour. The
King of Yeman, the greateft prince in Arabia Feelix, dines at nine
in the morning, f{ups at five after noon, and goes to reft at eleven.
From this fhort {pecimen it appears, that the occupations of day-
light commence gradually later and later; as if there were a ten-
dency in polite nations of converting night into day, and day in-
to night. Nothing happens withour a caufe, Light difpofes to

* Manners and fathions feldom change where women are logked up.

action,
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aion, darknefs to reft: The diverfions of day are tournaments,
tennis, hunting, racing, and fuch like adlive exercifes: the di-
verfions of night are {fedentary; plays, cards, converfation. Balls
are of a mixed nature, partly aclive in dancing, partly {fedentary
in converfing. Formerly, active exercifes prevailed among a ro-
buft and plain people: the milder plealures of fociety prevail as
manners refine; Hence it 1s, that candle-light amufements are
now fafthionable in France, and in other polithed countries; and
when fuch amufements are much relithed, they banifh the robuft
exercifes of the field. Balls; 1 conjeGture, were formerly more
frequent in day-light: at prefent, candle-light is their favourite
time: the a@ive part is at that time equally agreeable ; and the
fedentary part, much more fo.

Gaming is the vice of idle people. Savages are addiéted to ga-
ming ; and thofe of North America in particular, are fond to dif-
traction of a game termed the platter. A lofing gamefter will ftrip
himfelf to the fkin; and fome have been known to ftake their li-
berty, tho’ by them:valued above all other bleflings. Negroes in
the flave-coaft of Guinea will ftake their wives, their children,
and even themfelves. Tacitus (a), talking of gaming among the
Germans, fays, * Extremo ac novifimo jactu, de libertate et de
¢ corpore contendant #.” The Greeks were an active and {pright-
ly people, conftantly engaged in war, or in cultivating the fine
arts, They had no leifure for gaming, nor any knowledge of it.
Happy for them was their ignorance; for no other vice tends
more to render men {elfifh, difhoneft, and, in the modifh fiyle,
difhonourable. A gamefter, a friend to no man, is a bitter ene-
my to himfelf. The luxurious of the prefent age, pafs cvery

hour in gaming that can be {pared from fenfual pleafure, Idle-

* ¢ For their laft throw they ftake their liberty and life.”

(w) De moribus Germanoram, ¢. 24,
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nefs 15 their excufe, as it is among favages; and they would in
fome degree be excufable, were they never actuated by a more
dilgraceful motive,

Writers do not carefully diftinguith, particular cuftoms from
general manners.  Formerly, women were not admitted upon the
ftage in France, ltaly, or England, At that very time, none but
women were admitted 1a Spain. Trom that fafhion it would be
rafh to infer, that women have more liberty in Spain than in the
other countries mentioned ; for the contrary is true. In Hindo-

ftan, eftablifhed cuftom prompts women to burn themfelves alive

with the bodies of their deceafed hufbands; but from that fingu-

lar cuflom, it would be a falfe inference, that the Hindow wo-
men are either more bold, or more affectionate to their huibands,
than in other countries. The Polanders, even after they became
Chriftians in the thirteenth century, adhered to the cuftoms of
their forefathers, the Sarmatians; the killing, for example, in-
fants born deformed, and men debilitated by age; which would
betoken horrid barbarity, if it were not a fingular cuftom. Ro-
man Catholics imagine, that there is no religion in England nor
in Holland, becaufe, from a {pirit of civil liberty, all feéts are
there tolerated. The encouragement given to aflaflination in [ta-
ly, where every church is a fan@uary, makes ftrangers rafhly in-
fer, that the Italians are all aflaflins. Writers {fometimes fall into
an oppofite mifltake, attributing to a particular nation, certain
manners and cuftoms common to all nations in one or other pe-
riod of their progrefs. It is remarked by Heraclides Ponticus as
peculiar to the Athamanes, that the men fed the flocks, and the
women cultivated the ground. This has been the praétice of all
nations, in their progrefs from the {hepherd-ftate to that of huf-
bandry ; and 1s at prelent the pratice among American fava-
ges. The fame auther obferves as peculiar to the Celte and A-
phitzi, that they leave their doors open without hazard of theft.

But
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But that practice is common among all favages in the firlt flage
of fociety, before the ufe of money 1s known,

Hitherto there appears as great uniformity in the progrefs of
manners, as can reafonably be expefted among fo many different

nations. There is one exception, extraordinary indeed if true,
which is, the manners of the Caledonians defcribed by Ofhan,

manners fo pure and refined as fcarce to be equalled in the mofl
cultivated nations., Such manners among a people in the firft
ftage of fociety, acquainted with no arts but hunting and making
war, would, I acknowledge, be miraculous: and yet to fuppofe
all to be invented by an illiterate favage, feems little lefs miracu-
lous. One, at firft view, will, without hefitation, declare the
whole a pure fition; for how is it credible, that a people, rude
at prefent and illiterate, were, in the infancy of their fociety,
highly refined in {fentiments and manners ? And yet upon a more
accurate infpe@ion, many weighty confiderations occur to balance
that opinion.

From a thoufand circumftances it appears, that the works of
Offian are not a late production. They are compofed in an old
dialect of the Celtic tongue; and as, till of late, they were known
only in the highlands of Scotland, the author muft have been a
Caledonian. The tranflator (a) faw in the Ifle of Sky the firft
four books of the poem Fingal, written in a fair hand on vellum,
and bearing date in the year 1403. The natives believe that poem
to be very ancient: every perfon has paflages of it by heart, tran{-
mitted by memory from their forefathers. Their dogs bear com-
monly the name of Luath, Bran, &c. mentioned in thefe poems,
as our dogs do of Pompey and Cefar *, Many other particulars

! 4 might

{a) Mr Maecpherfon.

* In the I0e of Sky, the ruins of the cafile of Dunftaich upon an inacceflible
Yor.L Nn ; rock
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might be mentioned; but thefe are fufficient to evince, that the
work muit have exifted at leaft three or four centuries. And ta-
king that for granted, I proceed to certain confiderations tending
to evince, that the manners defcribed 1n Offian were Caledonian
manners, and not a pure fi¢tion. And after perufing with atten-
tion thefe confliderations, I am not afraid that even the moft incre-~
dulous will continue altogether unfhaken.

It is a noted and well-founded obfervation, That manners are
never painted to the life by any one to whom they are not fami-
liar. It is not difficult to draw the outlines of Imaginary man-
ners; but to fill up the piture with all the variety of tints that
manners afilume in different fituations, uniting all in one entire
whole, —bic labor, boc opus ¢ff. Yet the manners here fuppo-
fed to be invented, are delineated in a variety of incidents, of
fentiments, of images, and of allufions, making one ‘entire pic-

ture, without once deviating into the flighteft incongruity., Eve-
ry {cene in Offian relates to hunting, to fighting, and to love, the

fole occupations of men in the original {tate of fociety: there is
not a fingle image, fimile, nor allufion, but what is borrowed
from that ftate, without a jarring circumftance. Suppofing all to
be mere invention, is it not amazing to find no mention of high=
land clans, nor of any name now in ufe? Is it net ftill more a-
mazing, that there is not the {lighteft hint of the Chriftian reli-
gion, not even in a metaphor or allufion?  Is it not equally ama-
zing, that in a work where deer’s flefh is frequently mentioned,
and a curious method of roafting it, there fhould not be a word
of fith as food, which is fo common in later times? Very few

rock hanging over the fea, are flill vifible. That caftle, as vouched by tradition,
belonged to Cuchullin Lord of that Ifle, whofe hiftory is recorded in the Poem
of Fingal. Upon the preen before the caftle there is a great ftone, to which, ac-~
cording to the fame tradition, his dog Luath was chained.

highlanders




highlanders know that their forefathers did not eat fifh; and fup-
pofing it to be known, it would require attention more than hu-
man, never once to mention it. Can it be fuppofed, that a2 mo-
dern writer could be fo conftantly on his guard, as never to men-
tion corn, nor cattle? In a ftory fo fcanty of poetical images, the
fedentary life of a thepherd, and the induftry of a hufbandman,
would make a capital figure: the cloven foot would fomewhere
appear. And yet in all the works of Offian, there is no mention
of agriculrure; and but a flight hint of a herd of cattle in one or
two allufions. - I willingly give all advantages to the unbeliever:
Suppofing the author of Offian to be a late writer, embellifhed
with every refinement of modern education ; yet even upon that
fuppofition he is a miracle, far from being equalled by any other
author ancient or modern.

But difficulties multiply, when it is taken into the account, that
the poems of Offian have exifted three or four centuries at leaft,
Our highlanders at prefent are rude and illiterate; and were in
fact little better than favages at the period mentioned. Now to
hold the manners defcribed in that work to be imaginary, is in
effect to hold, that they were invented by a highland favage, ac-

quainted with the rude manners of his country, bur utterly unac-

quainted with every other {fyftem of manners. From what fource
did he draw the refined manners fo delicioufly painted by him ?
Suppofing him to have been a traveller, of which we have not the
flighteft hint, the manners at that period of France, of Iraly, and
of other neighbouring nations, were little lefs barbarous than
thofe of his own country. I can difcover no fource other than di-
rect infpiration. In a word, whoever ferioufly believes the man-
ners of Oflian to be fictitious, may well fay, with the religious en-
affibile ¢ff: ““1 believe it becaufe it is impof-

4 fible.” '
But further: The uncommon talents of the author of this work

N on oz will
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will cheerfully be acknowledged by every reader of tafte: he cer-
tainly was a great mafter in his way. Now, whether the work
be late, or compofed four centuries ago, a man of fuch talents in-

venting a hiftorical fable, and laying the fcene of adtion. among

favages in the hunter-ftate, would naturally frame a fyftem of
manners the beft {fuited in his opinion to that ftate. What then
¢ould tempt him to adopt a fyftem of manners fo oppofite to any

notion he could frame of favage manners? The abfurdity is fo
orofs, that we are forced, however relultantly, to believe, that
thefe manners are not fititious, but in reality the manners-of his
country, coloured perhaps, or a little heightened, according tg:
the privilege of an epic poet. And once admitting that faét, there
can be no.hefitation in afcribing the work to Offian, {fon of Fin=
gal, whofe name it bears : we have no better evidence for the au-
thors of feveral Greek and Roman books. Upon the {ame evi-
dence we muit believe, that Offian lived in the reign of the Em-~
peror Caracalla, of whom frequent mention is made under the de-
fignation of Caracul the Great King ; at which period. the fhepherd-
{tate was fcarce: known in Caledonia, and huifbandry not at alli
Had he lived fo late as the twelfth century, when there were flocks
and herds in that country, and fome fort of agriculture, a poet
of genius, fuch as Oflian undoubtedly was, would have drawn from:
thefe his fineft images.

The foregoing confiderations, I am perfuaded, would not fail
to convert the moft incredulous, were it not for a confequence ex-
tremely improbable, that a people, little better at prefent than fa-
vages, were in their primitive hunter-ftate highly refined’; for
fuch Offian defcribes them. And yet it is not lefs improbable:
that fuch manners fhould be invented by an illiterate highland.
bard. Let a man chufe either fide, the difficulty cannot be folved
but by a miracle, What {hall we eonclude upon the whole ? for
the mind cannot for ever remain in fufpenfe, As dry reafoning

has
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has left us in a dilemma, tafte perhaps and feeling may extricate
us. May not the cafe be here as in real painting? A portrait
drawn from fancy may refemble the human vifage; but fuch pe-
culiarity of countenance and expreflion as ferves to diftingunifh a
certain  perfon from every other, is always wanting. Prefent a
portrait to a man of tafte, and he will be at no lofs to fay, whe-
ther it be copied from the life, or be the product of fancy. If
Offian paint from fancy, the cloven foot will appear: but if his
portraits be complete, fo as to exprefs every peculiarity of cha-
racer, why fhould we doubt of their being copied from life ?
In that view, the reader, I am hopeful, will not think his time
thrown away in examining fome of Offian’s ftriking pictures.
fee not another refource, :

Love of fame is painted by Ofian as the ruling paffion of his
countrymen the Caledonians. Warriors are every where defcri-
bed, as efteeming it their chief happinefs to be recorded in the

fongs of the bards : that feature is never wanting inany of Offian’s
heroes, Take the following inftances. “ King of the roaring
“ Srrumon, faid the rifing joy of Fingal, do I behold thee in

® arms: after thy ftrength has failed? Often hath Morni fhone

in battles, like the beam of the rifing fun, when he difperfes
the ftorms of the hill, and brings peace to the glittering fields.
But why didft thou not reft in thine age? Thy renown is in
the fong : the people behold thee, and blefs the departure of
mighty Morni (a). Son of Fingal, he {faid, why burns the {oul
of Gaul? My heart beats high: my fteps are difordered ; and
my hand trembles on my fword. 'When I look toward the foc,
my foul lightens before me, and I {ee their fleeping hoft.
Tremble thus the fouls of the valiant in battles of the {pear?
How would the foul of Morni rife if we {hould ruth on the foe!

{a) Lathmon.

#1001
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** Our renown would grow in the fong, and our fteps be {tately
" in the eye of the brave * (a).”

That a warrior has acquired his fame is a confolation in every

diftrefs : ** Carril, faid the King in lecret, the ftrength of Cy-
* chullin fails. My days are with the years that are paft; and
no morning of mine fhall arife, They {fhall {feek me at Temora,
but I {hall not be found. Cormac will weep in his hall, and
fay, Where is Tura’s chief? But Iy name is renowned, my

“ fame in the fong of bards. The youth will fay in fecret, O
(11

119
(13

(13

me die as Cuchullin died : rensron clothed bim like a robe ;- and the
 fight of bis _fame is great. Draw the arrow from mv fide ; and

“ lay Cuchullin below that oak. Place the fhield of Caithbat near,

“ that they may behold me amid the arms of my fathers (4).”

Fingal fpeaks: ‘° Ullin, my aged bard, take the fhip of the King,
* Carry Ofcar to Selma, and let the daughters of Morven weep.
We fhall fight in Erin for the race of fallen Cormac. The days
of my years begin to fail : I feel the weaknefs of my arm. My
“ fathers bend from their clouds to receive their gray-hair’d fon,

e

““ But, Trenmor! before I go hence, one beam of my fame fhall
* rife: in fame fhall my days end, as my years begun : my life

*“ fhall be one ftream of light to other times (¢).” Offian {peaks:

* Love of fame is a laudable paffion, which every man values himfelf upon.
I'ame in war is acquired by courage and candour, which are eftéemed by all : icis
not acquired by fighting for fpoil, becaufe avarice is defpifed by all. . The fpoils of
an encmy were difplay’d at a2 Roman tr]u:np]], not for their own fake, but asa
mark of 1'i£'tm::.', When nations at war degenerate from love of fame to love of
gain, ftratagem, deceir, breach of faith, and every fort of immorality, are never,

failing confequences.
(#) Lathmon,
(#) The death of Cuchullin,

} Temora,
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¢“ Did thy beauty laft, O Ryno!" ftood the ftrength of car-borne
“ Ofcar *! Tingal himfelf pafled away, and the halls of his fa-
¢ thers forgot his {teps. And fhalt thou remain, aged bard, when

“‘the mighty have failed ? But my fame fhall remain ; and grow

“ like the oak of Morven, which lifts its broad head to the ftorm,

and rejoiceth in the courfe of the wind (a).”
The chief caufe of affliGtion when a young man is cut off in
battle, 1s his not having received his fame : *“ And fell the fwifteft
in the race, faid the King, the firlt to bend the bow? Thon
fcarce halt been known to me; why did young Ryno fall ? But
fleep thou foftly on Lena, Fingal fhall {foon behold thee. Soon
fhall my voice be heard no more, and my footfteps ceafe to be
feen.  The bards will tell of Fingal’s name : the ftones will talk
of me. But, Ryno! thou art low indeed, thou haft not re-
ceived thy fame. Ullin, firike the harp for Ryno; tell what
the chief would have been. Farewell thou firft in every field,
No more fhall I direét thy dart. Thou that haft been fo fair;
[ 'behold thee not. Farewell (4).” * Calthon rufhed into the
fiream : 1 bounded forward on my fpear: Teutha’s race fell
before us : night came rolling down. Dunthalmo refted on a
rock, amid{t an aged wood: the rage of his bofom burned a-
gainft the car-borne Calthon. But Calthon ftood in his grief;
he mourned the fallen Colmar ; Colmar flain in youth, before

13

his fame arofe (c).

* Several of Offian’s heroes are deferibed as fighting in cars, The Britons in
general fought in that manner.  Britanni dimicant non equitatu modo; aut pedite,
verum et bigis et curribus. Pomponius Melay I 3. — [In Englifb thus : * The Bri-
* tons fight, not only with cavalry, or foot, but alfo with cars and chariots.”]

{a) Berrathon,
(#) Fingal.

(¢} Calthon and Colmar.
Lamentation
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Lamentation for lofs of fame. Cuchullin {peaks: * But, O ye
““ ghofts of the lonely Cromla! ye fouls of chiefs that are no
“ more! be ye the companions of Cuchullin, and talk to him in
¢ the cave of his forrow. For never more fthall I be renowned
¢ among the mighty in the land. Iam hke a beam that has
“ fhone; like a mift that fled away when the blaft of the morning
 came, and brightened the fhaggy fide of the hill. Connal, talk
* of arms no more : departed is my fame. My fighs fhall be on
“ Cromla’s wind, till my footfteps ceafe to be feen. And thou
¢ white-bofom’d Bragéla, mourn over the fall of my fame ; for,
“ vanquifhed, never will I return to thee, thou fun-beam of
¢ Dunfcaich (a).”

Love of fame begets heroic actions, which go hand in hand with
elevated fentiments : of the former there are examples in every

page; of the latter take the following examples. ““ And let
*“ him come, replied the King. I1lovea foe like Cathmor: his
foul is great ; his arm {lrong; and his battles full of fame,
But the lictle foul 1s like a vapour that hovers round the marfhy

114
(17

** lake, which never rifes on the green hill, left the winds meet it

“¢ there (4).” Offian fpeaks:  But let us fly, fon of Morni,
* Lathmon defcends the hill. Then let our fteps be flow, replied
 the fair-hair'd Gaul, left the foe fay with a finile, Behold the
* warriors of night: they are like. ghofts, terrible in darknefs;
but they melt away before the beam of the Eaft (¢).” * Son of
the feeble hand, faid Lathmon, fhall my hoft defcend! They
¢ are but twe, and fhall a thoufand lift their fteel ! Nuah would
* mourn in his hall for the departure of Lathmon’s fame: his

111

£

£ 1

eyes would turn from Lathmon, when the tread of his feet ap-

() Fingal.
(%) Lathmon.

{¢) Lathmon.

% proachcd.
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49

(41

11

111

11

[13

(11

1]

proached. Go thou to the heroes, fon of Dutha, for I behold
the ftately fteps of Offian. His fame is worthy of my fteel:
let him fight with Lathmon (2).” ** Fingal does not delight in
battle, tho his arm is ftrong. My renown grows on the fall of
the haughty : the lightning of my fteel pours on the proud in
arms. The battle comes ; and the tombs of the valiant rife ;
the tombs of my people rife, O my fathers! and I at laft muft
remain alone, But I will remain renowned, and the departure
of my foul fhall be one ftream of light (4).” I raifed my voice
for Fovar-gormo, when they laid the chief in earth. The aged
Crothar was there, but his figzh was not heard. He fearched
for the wound of his fon, and found it in his breaft: joy rofe
in the face of the aged : he came and {poke to Offian : King of
{pears, my fon hath not fallen without his fame: the young
warrior did not fly, but met death as he went forward in his
ftrength. Happy are they who die in youth, when their re-
nown is heard : their memory fhall be honoured in the fong ;
¢ Cuchullin kindled at

b

the young tear of the virgin falls (e).
the fight, and darknefs gathered on his brow. His hand was

on the fword of his fathers : his red-rolling eye on the foe. He
thrice attempted to rufh to battle, and thrice did Connal flop
him. Chief of the ifle of mift, he faid, Fingal fubdues the
foe : feek not a part of the fame of the King (4).”

The pictures that Offian draws of his countrymen are no lefs

remarkable for tender fentiments, than for elevation. Parental af-

fection is finely touched in the following paffage. “* Son of Com-~"

{#) Lathmon.
(#) Lathmon,
(c) Croma.,

(¢) Fingal.

VoL. L,
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“ hal, replied the chief, the ftrength of Morni’s arm has failed.

* I artempt to draw the fword of my youth, but it remains in its

113

place: I throw the {pear, but it falls thort of the mark ; and [
feel the weight of my fhield. We decay like the grafs of the

117

* mountain, and our ftrength returns no more, I have a fon, O

*“ Fingal! his foul has delighted in the a®ions of Morni’s youth ;

“ but his {word has not been lifted againit the foe, neither has

* his fame begun. I come with him to battle, to dire@ his arm.

‘ His renown will be a fun to my foul, in the dark hour of my

* departure. O that the name of Morni were forgot among the
people, that the heroes would only fay, Behold the father of

Gaul (a) 1"  And no lefs finely touched is grief for the lofs of

£

117

children : * We faw Ofcar leaning on his fhield : we faw his
** blood around. Silence darkened on the fice of every hero :
¢ each turned his back and wept. The King firove to hide his

“ tears. He bends his head over his fon; and his words are

* mixed with fighs. And art thou fallen, Ofcar, in the midit of

** thy courfe! The heart of the aged beats over thee, I fee thy
* coming battles : T behold the battles that ought to come, but
they are cut off from thy fame. 'When fhall joy dwell at Sel-
ma ? when fhall the fong of grief ceafe on Morven ? My fons
fall by degrees, Fingal will be the laft of his race. The fame I
have received fhall pafs away: my age fhall be without friends,
I{hall fit like a grey cloud in my hall : nor fhall I expect the re-
turn of a fon with his founding arms. Weep, ye heroes of Mor-
ven 5 never more will Ofcar rife (£).” Crothar {fpeaks. “ Son
of Fingal! doft thou not behold the darknefs of Crothar’s hall
of thells 2 My foul was not dark at the feaft, when my people
lived. I rejoiced in the prefence of firangers, when my {on

{@) Lathmon.

{#) Temora,
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{hone in the hall, But, Oflian, he 1s a beam that is departed, and
left no flreak of light behind. He is fallen, fon of Fingal, in the
battles of his father. Rothmar, the chief of grafly Tromlo,
heard that my eyes had failed ; he heard, that my arms were
fixed in the hall, and the pride of his foul arofe, He came to-
ward Croma ; my people fell before him. T took my arms in
the hall ; but what could fightlefs Crothar do? My fteps were
unequal ; my grief was great. I wifhed for the days that were
patt, days wherein I fought and won in the field of blood. My
fon returned from the chace, the fair-hair'd Fovar-gormo. He
had not lifted his {word in battle, for his arm was young. But
the foul of the youth was great; the fire of valour burnt in his
eyes. He faw the difordered fteps of his father, and his figh
arofe. - King of Croma, he faid, is it becaufe thou haft no fon;
is it for the weaknefs of Fovar-gornio’s arm that thy fighs a-
rife ? I begin, my father, to feel the firength of my arm; I
have drawn the {word of my youth ; and I have bent the bow.
Let me meet this Rothmar with the youths of Croma: let me
meet him, O my father; for I feel my burning foul. And
thou fhalt meet him, I faid, fon of the fightlefs Crothar ! But

let others advance before thee, that I may hear the tread of thy

feet at thy return; for my eyes behold thee not, fair-hair'd

Fovar-gormo ! He went, he met the foe; he fell. 'The foe

advances toward Croma. He who flew my fon is near, with all

his pointed fpears (a).”

The following {entiments about the fhortnefs of human life are
pathetic. ** Defolate is the dwelling of Moina, filence in the houfe
*“ of her fathers. Raife the fong of mourning over the ftrangers.
* One day we muft fall; and they have only fallen before us.

* Why doft thou build the hall, fon of the winged days! Thou

(2) Croma,
a2 ¢ lookeft
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lookelt from thy towers to day : {oon will the blaft of the defert
‘““ come. Ithowls in thy empty court, and whiftles over thy half-
“ worn fhield (a).” *° How long fhall we weep on Lena, or pour

our tears in Ullin! The mighty will not return ; nor Oftar rife

“ in his firength : the valiant muft fall one day, and be no more

*“ known. Where are our fathers, O warriors, the chiefs of the

times of old! They are fet, like ftars that have thone: we only

cE

““ hear the found of their praife. But they were renowned in

*“ their day, and the terror of other times. Thus fhall we pafs,

““ O warriors, in the day of our fall. Then let us be renowned
while we may ; and leave our fame behind us, like the laft

beams of the fun, when he hides his red head in the weft ().

113

(13

In Homer'’s time, heroes were greedy of plunder ; and, like
robbers, were much difpofed to infult a vanquifthed foe. Accor=
ding to Offian, the ancient Caledonians had no idea of plunder :
and as they fought for fame only, their humanity overflow’d to
the vanquithed. American favages, it is true, are not addicted to
plunder, and are ready to beftow on the firft comer what trifles
they force from the enemy. But they have nonotion of a pitched
battle, nor of fingle combat: on the contrary, they value them-
felves upon flaughtering their enemies by furprife, without rifl-
ing their own fweet perfons. Agreeable to the magnanimous cha-

rater given by Offian of his countrymen, we find humanity

blended with courage in all their aftions. “ Fingal pitied the
““ white-armed maid: he ftayed the uplifted fwvord. The tear
was 1n the eye of the King, as bending forward he {poke :
King of ftreamy Sora, fear not the fword of Fingal : it was ne~
ver {tained with the blood of the vanquifhed ; it never pierced
a fallen foc. Let thy people rejoice along the blue waters of

114
(13
(13

{z) Carthon.
{#) Temora,
% Tora:
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¢ Tora: let the maids of thy love be glad. Why fhould'ft thou
fall in thy youth, King of ftreamy Sora (2) !” Fingal fpeaks :

Son of my ftrength, he faid, take the fpear of Fingal: go to

Teutha’s mighty ftream, and fave the car-borne Colmar. Let

thy fame return before thee like a pleafant gale; that my foul

may rejoice over my fon, who renews the renown of our fa-
thers, Offian! be thou a ftorm in battle, but mild where the
foes are low. It was thus my fame arofe, O my fon; and be
thou like Selma’s chief, When the haughty come to my hall,
my eyes behold them not; but my arm is ftretched forth to
the unhappy, my fword defends the weak (§).” * O Ofcar!

bend the ftrong in arm, but fpare the feeble hand. Be thou a

fiream of many tides againt the foes of thy people, but like the

gale that moves the grafs to thofe who afk thy aid. Never

{fearch for the battle, nor fhun it when it comes. 5o Trenmor

lived ; fuch Trathal was; and fuch has Fingal been. My arm

was the fupport of the injured ; and the weak refted behind the
lightning of my fteel (¢).”

Humanity to the vanquithed is difplay’d in the following paf-
fages. After defeating in battle Swaran King of Lochlin, Fingal
fays, ““ Raife, Ullin, raife the fong of peace, and foothe my foul
“ after battle, that my ear may forget the noife of arms. And

let a hundred harps be near to gladden the King of Lochlin :

he muft depart from us with joy: none ever went fad from

Fingal. Ofcar, the lightning of my fword is againit the ftrong;

but peaceful it hangs by my fide when warriors yield in

battle (¢)” * Uthal fcll beneath my fivord, and the fons of

{2} Carric-thura,
{#) Calthon and Colmali
(¢) Fingal, book 3.

(d) Fingal, book &

Sy
¢ Berrathon
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* Berrathon fled. It was then'I faw him in his beauty, and the
** tear hung in my eye. Thou art fallen, young tree, I faid, with

*“ all thy budding beauties round thee, The winds come from

““ the defert, and there is no found in thy leaves. Lovely art

* thou in death, fon of car-borne Lathmor (a).”

After the fcenes above exhibited, it will not be thought that Of
fian deviates from the manners reprefented by him, in defcribing
the hofpitality of his chieftains : *“ We heard the voice of joy on
*“ the coaft, and we thought that the mighty Cathmor came ;
Cathmor, the friend of ftrangers, the brother of red-hair’d Cair-
bar. But their fouls were not the fame ;. for the light of
heaven was in the bofom of Cathmor. His towers rofe on
the banks of Atha: feven paths led to his hall: feven chicfs
ftood on thefe paths, and called the ftranger to the feaft, But
* Cathmor dwelt in the wood, to avoid the voice of praife (5).”
* Rathmor was a chief of Clutha. The feeble dwelt in his hall,
The gates of Rathmor were never clofed : his feaft was always
fpread. 'The fons of the ftranger came, and blefled the gene-
rous chief of Clutha. Bards raifed the fong, and touched the
harp: joy brightened on the face of the mournful. Dunthal-
mo came in his pride, and rufhed into combat with Rathmor,
The chief of Clutha overcame, The rage of Dunthalmo rofe:
he came by night with his warriors ; and the mighty Rathmor
fell : he fell in his hall, where his feaft had been often fpread
** for ftrangers (c).” It feems not to exceed the magnanimity of
his chieftains, intent upon glory only, to feaft even their enemiies
before a battle. Cuchullin, after the firft day’s engagement with
Swaran, King of Loclhlin or Scandinavia, fays to Carril, one of

L
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(a) Berrathon.
(5} Temora.

(¢} Calthon and Colmal,
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his bards, * Is this feaft fpread for me alone, and the King of
“ Lochlin on Ullin’s fhore; far from the deer of his hills, and
founding halls of his feafts ? Rife, Carril of other times, and
carry my words to Swaran ; tell him from the roarin g of wa-
ters, that Cuchullin gives his feaft. Here let him liften to the
found of my groves amid the clouds of night: for cold and
bleak the bluftering winds rufh over the foam of his feas. Here
let him praife the trembling harp, and hear the fongs of he-
roes (a).” The Scandinavian King, lefs polithed, refufed the in-
vitation.  Cairbar fpeaks: ““ Spread the feaft on Lena, and let
“ my hundred bards attend. And thou, red-hair'd Olla, take the
harp of the King. Go to Ofcar, King of fwords, and bid him
to our feaft, To-day we feaft and hear the fong ; to-morrow
break the fpears (4).” ““ Olla came with his fongs. Oftar went

it

1

(11
141
1]

“ to Cairbar’s feaft. Three hundred heroes attend the chief, and

the clang of their arms is terrible. The gray dogs bound on
the heath, and their howling is frequent. Fingal {faw the de-
parture of the hero: the foul of the King was fad. He dreads
the gloomy Cairbar: but who of the race of Trenmor fears the
= foei{g)r”

111

L1

111

i

Cruelty is every where condemned as an infamous vice, Speak-
ing of the bards, “ Cairbar feared to ftretch his fword to the
* bards, tho’ his foul was dark; but he clofed us in the midit of

* darknefs. Three days we pined alone: on the fourth the noble
(11

Cathmor came. He heard our voice from the cave, and turned
the eye of his wrath on Cairbar. Chief of Atha, he faid, how
* long wilt thou pain my foul ? Thy heart 1s like the rock of the
defert, and thy thoughts are dark, But thou art the brother

(2) Fingal, book 1.
{£) Temora.

(¢} Temora.
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“ of Cathmor, and he will fight thy battes. Cathmor's foul is

¢ not like thine, thou feeble hand of war. The light of my bo-

¢ fom is ftained with thy deeds. The bards will not fing of my
“ renown: they may fay, Cathmor was brave, but he fought for
¢ gloomy Cairbair: they will pafs over my tomb in filence, and
my fame f{hall not be heard. Cairbar, loofe the bards; they are
the fons of other times: their voice {hall be heard in other ages

when the Kings of Temora have failed (2).” *° Ullin rais’d his

(41
et
(13
¢ white fails: the wind of the {fouth came forth. He bounded on

“ the waves toward Selma’s walls. The fealt 1s {pread on Lena:

¢ an hundred heroes reared the tomb of Cairbar; but no {ong 1s

¢¢ raifed over the chief, for his foul had been dark and bloody. We

“ remembered the fall of Cormac; and what could we fay in Cair-
* bar’s praife (4).”

Genuine manners never were reprefented more to the life by a
Tacitus nor a Shakefpear. Such painting is above the reach of
pure invention, and muft be the work of knowledge and feeling.

One may difcover the manners of a nation from the figure their
women make., Among favages, women are treated like flaves;
and they acquire not the dignity that belongs to the fex, till man-
ners be confiderably refined. According to the manners above
defcribed, women ought to have made a confiderable figure a-
mong the ancient Caledonians. Let us examine Offian upon that
fubje@, in order to judge whether he carries on the fame tone of
manners to every particular. That women were highly regarded,
appears from the following pafiages. “ Daughter of the hand of
* fnow! | was not fo mournful and blind, I was not fo dark and
¢ forlorn, when Everallin loved me, Everallin with the dark-
“ brown hair, the white-bofomed love of Cormac. A thoufand

(2) Temara,

{#) Temera.

¢ heroes
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¢ heroes fought the maid, fhe denied her love to a thoufand; the
fons of the fword were defpifed; for graceful in her eyes was
Offian. I went in fuit of the maid to Lege’s fable furge; twelve
of my people were there, fons of the ftreamy Morven. We
came to Branno friend of ftrangers, Branno of the founding
mail.— From whence, he faid, are the arms of fteel? Not ea-
fy to win is the maid that has denied the blue-eyed fons of Erin.
But bleft be thou, O fon of Fingal, happy is the maid that
waits thee, Tho’ twelve daughters of beauty were mine, thine
were the choice, -thou fon of fame! Then he opened the hall
of the maid, the dark-hair’d Everallin, Joy kindled in our
breafts of fteel, and bleft the maid of Branno (¢).” “ Now
Connal, on Cromla’s windy fide, fpoke to the chief of the noble
car. Why that gloom, fon of Semo? Our friends are the
mighty in batele, And renowned art thou, O warrior! many
were the deaths of thy fteel. Often has Bragela met thee with
blue-rolling eyes of joy; often has {he met her hero returning
in the midft of the valiant, when his fivord was red with flaugh-
ter, and his foes filent in the field of the tomb, Pleafant to her
ears were thy bards, when thine a&ions rofe in the fong (4).”
But, King of Morven, if I thall fall, as one time the warrior

o
tl

muft fall, raife my tomb in the midft, and let it be the great-
eft on Lena. And fend over the dark-blue wave the fword of
Orla, to the fpoufe of his love; that the may fhow it to her {on,
with tears, to kindle his foul to war (¢).” I Lifted my eyes
to Cromla, and I faw the fon of generous Semo.—Sad and flow

he retired from his hill toward the lonely cave of Tura. He
{a) Fingal, book 4.
() Fingal, book 5.
(¢) Fingal, baok 5.

1?'01“ I, L ﬁv.m;
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faw Fingal vidtorious, and mixed his Joy with grief. The fun
is bright on his armour, and Connal flowly followed, They
funk behind the hill, like two pillars of the fire of night, when
winds purfue them over the mountain, and the flaming heath
refounds, Befide a ftream of roaring foam, his cave is in 1
rock. One tree bends above it; and the ruthing winds echo a-
gainft its fides. There refts the chief of Dunftaich, the fon of
generous Semo.  His thoughts are on the battles he loft; and
the tear is on his cheek. He mourned the departure of his
tame, that fled like the mift of Cona. O Bragela, thou art tog
far remote to cheer the foul of the hero. But let him fee thy
bright form in his foul; that his thoughts may return to the
lonely fun-beam of Dunfeaich (4).” ¢ Offian King of fiwords,
replied the bard, thou beft raifeft the fong. Long haft thou
been known to Carril, thou ruler of battles, Often have I
touched the harp to lovely Everallin. Thou, too, hait often
accompanied my voice in Branno’s hall of fhells. And often
amidft our voices was heard the mildeft Everallin. One day
the fung of Cormac’s fall, the youth that died for her love, I
faw the tears on her cheek, and on thine, thou chief of men,
Her foul was touched for the unhappy, tho’ fhe loved him net,
How fair among a thoufand maids, was the daughter of the
generous Branno (4).” * It was in the days of peace, replied
the great Cleffammor, I came in my bounding fhip to Balely-
tha's walls of towers. The winds had roared behind my fails,
and Clutha’s ftreams received my dark-bofomed veflg], Three
days I remained in Reuthamir’s halls, and faw that beam of
light, his daughter, The joy of the fhell went round, and the
aged hero gave the fair, Her brealts were like foam on the

(a) Fingal, book j,
(8) Fiagl, b.ok ;.

“ wave,
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“ wave, and her eyes like ftars of light: her hair was dark as the
“ raven’s wing: her foul was generous and mild. My love for
Moina was great: and my heart poured forth in joy (a).” * The
¢ fame of Offian thall rife: his deeds fhall be like his father’s,

(11

(1

Let us rufh in our arms, fon of Morni, let us ruth to battle.

¢ Gaul, if thou fhalt return, go to Selma’s lofty hall. Tell Ever-

¢ allin that I fell with fame: carry the {fword to Branno’s daugh=

¢ ger: let her give it to Ofcar when the years of his youth fhall

¢ arife (4)."

Next to war, love makes the principal figure: and well it may;
for in Offian’s poems it breathes every thing f{weet, tender, and e-
levated. *° On Lubar’s grafly banks they fought; and Grudar
“ fell. Fierce Cairbar came to the vale of the echoing Tura,
¢ where Braflolis, faireft of his fifters, all alone raifed the fong
of grief. She fung the actions of Grudar, the youth of her fe-
cret {oul: {he mourned him in the field of blood; but ftill fhe

(1
L1

“ hoped his return. Her white bofom is feen from her robe, as

the moon from the clouds of night: her voice was fofter than
the harp, to raife the fong of grief: her foul was fixed on Grudar,
the fecret look of her eye was his;— when wilt thou come i
thine arms, thou mighty in the war? Take, Braflolis, Cair-
bar faid, take this fhield of blood: fix it on high within my
hall, the armour of my foe. Her foft heart beat againft
her fide: diftraded, pale, the flew, and found her youth in his
blood. —She died on Cromla’s heath. Here refts their duft,
Cuchullin; and thefe two lonely yews, fprung from their
tombs, wifh to meet on high. Fair was Brallolis on the plain,
and Grudar on the hill. The bard fhall preferve their names,

{2) Carthon.

{#) Lathmon.
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(14

44

and repeat them to future times (4).” Pleafant is thy voice,
O Carril, faid the blue-eyed chief of Eriny and lovely arve the
words of other times: they are like the calm fhower of {pring,
when the fun looks on the field, and the light cloud flies over
the hill. O ftrike the harp in praife of my love, the lonely fun-
beam of Dunftaich : ftrike the harp in praife of Bragela, whom
I left in the ifle of mift, the {fpoufe of Semo’s fon.—Doft thoy
raife thy fair face from the rock to find the fails of Cuchullin?
the fea is rolling far diftant, and its white foam will deceive
thee for my fails. Retire, my love, for it is night, and the
dark winds figh in thy hair: retire to the hall of my feafls, and
think of times that are paft; for I will not rerurs tll the ftorm
of war ceafe.— O Connal, fpeak of war and arms, and fend
her from my mind; for lovel y with her raven~hair is the white-
bofomed daughter of Sorglan (6).” Malvina fpeaks. * Byt
thou dwelleft in the foul of Malvina, fon of mighty Offian,
My fighs arife with the beam of the eaft, my tears defcend with
the drops of night. I wasa lovely tree in thy prefence, Ofear,
with all my branches round me ; but thy death came like 2
blaft from the defert, and laid my green head low: the {pring
returned with its thowers, but of me not a leaf fprung. The
virgins {aw me filent in the hall, and they touched the harp of
joy. 'The tear was on the cheek of Malvina, and the virgins
beheld my grief. Why art thou fad, they faid, thou firft of
the maids of Lutha? Was he lovely as the beam of the morn-

ing, and ftately in thy fight (¢)?” « Fingal came in his mild-
nefs, rejoicing in fecret over the actions of his fon. Morni’s
face brightened with gladnefs, and his aged eyes looked faint-

(a) Eingal, book, .
(#) Fingal, book. g,

() Croma,
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ly through tears of joy.  We came to the halls of Selima, and
far round the feaft of fhells.  The maids of the {ong came into
our prefence, and the mildly-blufhing Everallin. Her dark
hair {preads on her neck of Inow, hereye rolls in fecret on Of-
fian; She touches the harp of mufic, and we bles the daugh-
ter of Branno («)
Had the Caledonians made flaves of their women, and thought

1%

as meanly of them as favages commonly do, it could never have
entered the imagination of Offian, to afcribe to them thofe num-=
berlefs graces that exalt the female fex, and render many of them
obje@s of pure and elevated affection. Without the aid of infpi-
ration, fuch refined manners could never have been conceived by
a favage. I fay more: Suppofing a favage to have been divinely
infpired, manners {0 inconfiftent with their own, would not have
been relifhed, nor even comprehended, by his couritrymen.  And
yet that they were highly relifhed is certain, having been uni-
verfally diffufed among all ranks, and preferved for many ages

by memory alone, without writing. Here the argument men=
tioned above ftrikes with double force, to evince, that the man-

ners of the Caledonians muft have been really fuch as Offian de-
feribes.

Catharina Alexowna, Emprefs of Ruflia, promoted affemblics
of men and women, as a means to polifh the manners of her {ub-
je@s. And in order to preferve decency in fuch affemblies, fhe
publifhed a body of regulations, of which the following are a {pe-
cimen. “ Ladies who play at forfeitures, queftions and com-
“ mands, &ec. fhall not be noify nor riotous. No gentleman muit
“ attempt to force a kifs, nor flrike a woman in the allembly,
“ under pain of exclufion. Ladies are not to get drunk upon any

£ - g - - = g Efu e
pretext w hdt{.w,r;, nox gcnﬂ{:mcn before nine.” Cfm‘.-p;;r: the
{¢) Lathmon,
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manners that required fuch regulations with thofe defcribed above.
Can we {uppofe, that the ladies and gentlemen of Offian’s poems
ever amufed themfelves, after the age of twelve, with hide and
feek, queltions and commands, or fuch childifh play ? Can it en-
ter into our thoughts, that Bragéla or Malvina were fo often
drunk, as to require the reprimand of a public regulation? or
that any hero of Offian ever ftruck a woman of fathion in ire?
‘The immortality of the foul was a capital article in the Celtie
creed, inculcated by the Druids (a). And in Valerius Maximus
we find the following paflage. ** Gallos, memoriz proditum eft,
“ pecunias mutuas, qua fibi apud inferos redderentur, dare:
“ quia perfuafum habuerint, animas hominum immortales efle,
* Dicerem ftultos, nifi idem braccati fenfiffent quod palliatus Py-
“ thagoras fenfit * (4).” All favages have an impreflion of im-
mortality ; but few, even of the moft enlightened before Chri-

ftianity prevailed, had the leaft notion of any occupations in an-

other life, but what they were accuftomed to in this, Even Vir-
gil, with all his poetical invention, finds no amufements for his
departed heroes, but what they were fond of when alive; the
fame love for war, the fame tafte for hunting, and the fame affec-
tion to their friends. As we have no reafon to expect more in-
vention in Offian, the obfervation may ferve as a key to the
ghofls introduced by him, and to his whole machinery, as term-
ed by critics. His defcription of thefe ghofts is copied plainly
from the creed of his country,

# ¢ Itis reported, that the Gauls frequently lent moncy to be paid back in the
* infernal regions, from a firm perfuafion that the fouls of men were immortal.

¢ I would have called them fools, if thofe wearers of breeches had not thought the
¢ fame as Pythagoras who wore a cloak.”

{a) Pompeonius Mela, Ammianus Marcellinus,

(5) Lib. 2.
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In a hiftorical account of the progrefs of manners, it would
argue grofs infenfibility to overlook thofe above mentioned. The
fubjedt, it is true, has fwelled upon my hands beyond expecta-
tion ; but itis not a little interefting. If thefe manners be ge-
nuine, they are a fingular phenomenon in the Hiftory of Man :
if they be the invention of an illiterate bard, among favages
utterly ignorant of fuch manners, the phenomenon is no lefs fin-
gular, Let either fide be taken, and a fort of miracle muft be ad-
mitted. In the inftances above given, fuch a beauntiful mixture
there is of fimplicity and dignity, and fo much life given to the
manners defcribed, that real manners were never reprefented with
a more flriking appearance of truth. If thefe manners be fitti-
tious, I fay again, that the author muft have been infpired : they
plainly exceed the invention of a favage ; nay, they exceed the in-
vention of any known writer. Every man will judge for him-
felf : it is perhaps fondnefs for fuch refined manners, that makes
me incline to reality againit fition,

I am aware at the fame time, that manners {o pure and ele-
vated, in the firlt ftage of fociety, are difficult to be accounted for.
The Caledonians were not an original tribe, to found a fuppofi-
tion that they might have manners peculiar to themfelves : they
were a branch of the Celtz, and had a language common to
them with the inhabitants of Gaul, and of England. The man-
ners probably of all were the fame, or nearly fo; and if we ex-
pect any light for explaining Caledonian manners, it muft be
from that quarter : we have indeed no other refource. Diodorus
Siculus (@) reports of the Celtz, that, tho’ warlike, they were up-
right in their dealings, and far removed from deceit and dupli-
city. Cafar (b), ‘“ Galli homines aperti minimeque infidiofi, qui

(«) Lib, s,

(¢} De bello Africo.
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““ per virtutem, non per dolum, dimicare confueverunt ®7  And
tho’ cruel to their enemies, yet Pomponius Mela (a) obferves, that
they were kind and compaflionate to the fupplicant and unfortu-
nate. Strabo () defcribes the Gauls, as ftudious of war, and of
great alacrity in fighting ; otherwife an innocent people, altoge-
ther void of malignity. He fays, that they had three orders of
men, bards, priefts, and druids ; that the province of the bards
was to ftudy poetry, and to compofe fongs in praife of their de-
ceafed heroes ; that the priefts prefided over divine worfhip; and
that the druids, befide ftudying moral and natural philofophy,
determined all controverfies, and had fome direction even in war.
Cafar, lefs attentive to civil matters, comprehends thefe three or-
ders under the name of druids; and obferves, that the druds
teach their difciples a vaft number of verfes, which they muit
get by heart. Diodorus Siculus fays, that the Gauls had poets
vermed bards, who fung airs accompanied with the harp, in praife
of fome, and difpraife of others. Lucan, fpeaking of the three

orders, fays,

“ Vos quoque, qui fortes animas, belloque peremptas,
¢ Laudibus in longum, vates, dimittitis zvum,
¢ Plurima fecuri fudiftis carmina bardi 1.”

« The Gauls are of an open temper, not at all infidious ; and in fight they

st gely on valour, not on firatagem.”
o ¥ (=]

+ “ You too, ye bards ! whom facred raptures fire,
"¢ To chant your herocs to your country’s Iyre 3
Who confecrate in your immortal ftrain,
Brave pawior fouls, in righteons battle flain.
Securely now the tuneful tafk rencw,
And nobleft themes in deathlefs fongs purfue.”
Rowe.
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With refpect to the Celtic women in particular, it is agreed by
all writers, that they were extremely beautiful (a). They were no
lefs remarkable for fpirit than for beauty, If we can rely on Dio-
dorus Siculus, the women in Gaul equalled the men in courage.
Tacitus, in his life of Agricola, fays, that the Britith women fre-
quently joined with the men, when attacked by an enemy. And
fo much were they regarded, as to be thought capable of the

£ %0

higheft command. “ Neque enim fexum in imperiis difcernunt *,
fays the fame author (4). And accordingly, during the war car-
ried on by Caratacus. a gallant Britith King, againft the Romans,
Cartifmandua was Queen of the Brigantes. Boadicea is recorded
in Roman annals as a queen of a warlike fpirit. She led on a
great army againft the Romans; and in exhorting her people to
behave with courage, fhe obferved, that it was not unufual to fee a
Britith army led on to battle by a woman ; to which Tacitus adds
his teftimony: ** Solitum quidem Britannis feeminarum duétu

* bellare 1 (¢).” No wonder that Celtic women, fo amply pro-

vided with {pirit, as well as beauty, made a capital figure in every
public entertainment (d).

The Gallic Celtz undoubtedly carried with them their manners
and cuftoms to Britain, and fpread them gradually from fouth to

north, And as the Caledonians, inhabiting a mountainous coun-
try in the northern parts of the ifland, had little commerce with
other nations, they preferved long in purity many Celtic cuftoms,

* ¢ They made no diftinftion of fex in conferring anthority.”

't ¢ The Dritons even follow’d women as leaders in the field.”
(#) Diodorus Siculus, lib, ¢, Athenzus, lib. 13.
(#) Vita Agricolz, cap. 16,
(¢) Anpalium lib, 144
(¢) Athenzus, lib, 10.

Yor. I 3 particularly
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particularly thatof retaining bards. All the chieftains had bards in
their pay, whofe provinee it was to compofe fongs in praife of their an-
ceftors, and to accompany thefe fongs with the harp. This enter-
tainment enflamed their love for war, and at the {fame time foftened
their manners, which, as Strabo reports, were naturally innocent
and void of malignity, It had belide a wonderful influence in
forming virtuous manners : the bards, in praifing deceafed heroes,
vould naturally fele¢t virtuous actions, which make the- beft fi-
gure in heroic poetry, and tend the moft to illuftrate the hero of
their fong: vice may be flattered ; but praife is never willingly
nor {uccelsfully beftow’d upon any atchievement but what is vir-
ruous and heroic. It is accordingly obferved by Ammianus Mar-
cellinus (a), that the bards inculcated in their fongs virtue and
actions worthy of praife. The bards, who were in high eftima-

tion, became great proficients in .poetry; of which we havea
confpicuous inftance in the works of Offian. Their capital com-

pofitions were diligently ftudied by thofe of their own order, and
much admired by all. The fongs of the bards, accompanied with
the harp, made a deep impreflion on the young warrior, elevated
fome into heroes, and promoted wvirtue in every hearer *. An-
other circumftance concurred to form Caledonian manners, com-
mon to them with every nation in the firlt ftage of fociety ; which
is, thatavarice was unknown among them. People in that ftage,
ignorant of habitual wants, and having a ready fupply of all that
pature requires, have little notion of property, and not the flight-

@ Polydore Virgil fays, Hiberni funt mufica peritiffimi.— [In Englifb thus : « The
¢ Irifh are moft fkcilful in mufie.” —— Ireland was peopled from Britaing and the
mufic of that country muft have been dervived from Britith bards. The Wellh
bards were the great champions of independence ; and in particular prometed an
obftinate refiftance to Edward I. when he carried his arms into Wales. And hence
the tradition, that the Wellh bards were all flaughtered by that King,

{2} Lib. 15,
elt




sk. VII, MANNERs S, 307

eft notion of accumulating the goods of fortune; and for that rea-
{on are always found honeft and difinterefted. With refpect to the
female fex, who make an illuftrious figure 1 Oflian’s poems, if:
they were fo eminent both for courage and beauty as they are
reprefented by the beft authors, it is no wonder that they are
painted by Offian as objects of love the moft pure and refined.
Nor ought it to be overlooked, that the foft and delicate notes of
the harp have a tendency to purify manners, and to refine love.
Whether the caufes here affigned of Celtic manners be fully ad-
equate, may well admit of a doubt; butif authentic hiftory be
relied on, we can entertain no doubt, that the manners of the Gallic
and Britifh Celte, including the Caledonians, were fuch as are above
defcribed. And as the manners afcribed by Offian to his countrymen
the Caledonians, are in every particular conformable to thofe now
mentioned, it clearly follows, that Offian was no inventor, but

drew his pictures of manners from real life. This is made mghly

probable from intrinfic evidence, the fame that is fo copioufly
urged above : and now by authentic hiftory that probability is fo
much heightened as {carce to leave room for a doubt,

Qur prefent highlanders are but a {mall part of the inhabitants
of Britain ; and they have been finking in their importance, from
the time that arts and {ciences made a figure, and peaceable man-
ners prevailed, And yet in that people are difcernible many re-
maining features of their forefathers the Caledonians. They have
to this day a difpofition to war, and when difciplined make ex-
cellent foldiers, fober, a&ive, and obedient. They are eminently
hofpitable ; and the charaéter given by Strabo of the Gallic Celtz,
that they were innocent, and devoid of malignity, is to them per-
feétly applicable. That they have not the magnanimity and he-
roifin of the Caledonians, is eafily accounted for, 'The Caledo-
nians were a free and mdependent people, unaw’d by any {upe-
vior power, and living under the mild government of their own

Qq 2 chieftains :
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chieftains : compared with their forefathers, the prefent high-
landers make a very inconfiderable figure : their country is barren,
and at any rate is but a fmall part of a potent kingdom ; and their
language deprives them of intercourfe with their polifhed neigh-
bours.

There certainly never happened in literature, a difcovery more
extraordinary than the works of Offian. 'To lay the fcene of ac-
tion among hunters in the firft ftage of fociety, and to beftow up-
on fuch a people a {yftem of manners that would do honour to the
moft polithed ftate, feemed at firft an ill-contrived forgery. But
if a forgery, why {o bold and improbable? why not invent man-.
ners more congruous to the favage ftate? And as at any rate
the work has great merit, why did the author conceal himfelf?
Thefe confiderations roufed my attention, and produced the fore-

going difquifition; which I finifhed, without imagining that any
more light could be obtained. But after a long interval, a
thought ftruck me, that as the Caledonians formerly were much

connected with the Scandinavians, the manners of the latter might
probably give light in the prefent enquiry. I chearfully fpread
my fails in a wide ocean, not without hopes of importing precious
merchandife. Many volumes did I turn over of Scandinavian hj-
ftory ; efpecially where the manners of the inhabitants in the firft
ftage of {ociety are delineated; and now I proceed to prefent my
reader with the fruits of my labour.

The Danes, fays Adam of Bremen, are remarkable for eleva=-
tion of mind: the punifhment of death is lefs dreaded by them
than that of whipping. ¢ The philofophy of the Cimbri,” fays
Valerius Maximus, * is gay and refolute: they leap for joy in a
“ battle, hoping for a glorious end: in ficknefs they lament, for
* fear of the contrary.” What fortified their courage was a per-
{uafion, that thefe who die in battle fighting bravely, are inftant-

ly tranflated to the hall of Qdin, to drink beer out of the {kull of
an
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an enemy. °“ Happy in their ‘miftake,” fays Lucan, * are the
“ people who live near the pole: perfuaded that death is only a
¢ paflage to long life, they are undifturbed by the moft grievous
“ of all fears, that of dying: they eagerly run to arms, and e-
“ {leem it cowardice to {pare a life they fhall foon recover in ano-
¢ ther world.” Such was their magnanimity, that they fcorned
to fnatch a victory by furprife. Even in their piratical expeditions,
inftances are recorded of fetting afide all the fhips that exceeded
thofe of the enemy, left the victory fhould be attributed to fupe-
riority of numbers. It was held unmanly to decline a combat,
however unequal; for courage, it was thought, rendered all men
equal. The fhedding tears was unmanly, even for the death of
friends,

The Scandinavians were fenfible in a high degree to praife and

reproach ; for love of fame was their darling paflion. Olave, King
of Norway, placing three of his fcalds or bards around him
in a battle, * You fhall not relate,” faid he, *“what you have
*“ only heard, but what you are eye-witnefles of.” Upon every
occafion we find them infifting upon glory, honour, and con-
tempt of death, as leading principles. The bare fufpicion of
cowardice, was attended with univerfal contempt: a man who loft
his buckler, or received a wound behind, durft never again appear
m public. Frotho King of Denmark, taken captive in a battle,
obftinately refufed either liberty or life. * To what end,” fays
he, “hould I furvive the difgrace of being made a captive ?
** Should you even reftore to me my fifter, my treafure, and my
* kingdom, would thefe benefits reftore me to my honour? Fu-
* ture ages will always have it to fay, that Frotho was taken by
“ his enemy (a).”

Much eflicacy is above aferibed to the fongs of Caledonian

(#) Saxo Grammaticus,

bards :




310 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book T,

bards; and with fatisfaction I find my cobfervations juftified in e-
very Scandinavian hiftory. - The Kings of Denmark, Norway, and

"iry

Sweden, are reprefented in ancient chronicles as conftantly attend-

cd with fealds or bards; who were treated with great refped, e-
{pecially by princes diftinguifhed in war. Harold Harfager at his
feafts placed them above all his other officers ; and employed them
in negotiations of the greatelt importance. The poetic art, held
in great eftimation, was cultivated by men of the firft rank. Rog-
vald, Earl of Orkney, pafled for an able poet. King Regnar was
diftinguifhed in poetry, no lefs ‘than in war. It was the proper
province of bards in Scandinavia, as in other countries, to cele-
brate in odes the atchievements of deceafed heroes. They were fre-
quently employ’d in animating the troops before a battle. Ha-
con, Earl of Norway, in his famous engagement againft the war-
riors of lomfburg, had five celebrated poets, each of whom fung
an ode to the foldiers ready to engage. Saxo Grammaticus, de-
feribing a battle between Waldemar and Sueno, mentions a fcald
belonging to the former, who, advancing to the front of the army,
reproached the latter in a pathetic ode as the murderer of his own
father.

The odes of the Scandinavian bards have a peculiar energy;
which is not difficult to be accounted for. The propenfity of the
Scandinavians to war, their love of glory, their undaunted cou-
rage, and their warlike exploits, naturally produced elevated fen-
timents, and an elevated tone of langunage; both of which were

[
difplay’d in celebrating heroic deeds. Take the following initan-
ces. The firlt is from the Edda, which contains the birth and ge-
nealogy of their gods. * The giant Rymer arrives from the eaft,
¢ carried in a chariot: the great ferpent, rolling himfelf furiounf-
“ ly in the waters, lifteth up the fea. The eagle fcreams, and
¢ with his horrid beak tears the dead. The veflel of the gods s

“ fet afloat, 'The black prince of fire iflues from the fouth, fur-

“ rounded
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# rounded with flames: the fwords of the gods beam like the fun:
t¢ {haken are the rocks, and fall to pieces. The female giants
¢ wander about weeping: men in crowds tread the paths of death,
¢ Heaven is fplit afunder, the fun darkened, and the earth funk
¢ in the ocean. The fhining ftars vanifh: the fire rages: the
¢ yworld draws toan end ; and the flame afcending licks the vault
¢ of heaven. From the bofom of the waves an earth emerges,
“ clothed with lovely green: the floods retire: the fields produce
s without culture: misfortunes are banifhed from the world.
# Balder and his brother, gods of war, return to inhabit the
% ruin'd palace of Odin. A palace more refplendent than the {un,
¢ rifes now to view; adorned with a roof of gold: there good
“ men fhall inhabit; and live in joy and pleafure through all
“ ages.” In a colletion of ancient hiftorical monuments of the
north, publithed by Biorner, a 'learned Swede, there is the fol-
lowing paffage. *“ Grunder, perceiving Grymer ruthing furiouf-

‘ ly through oppefing battalions, cries aloud, Thox alone remaimefi
111

to engage with me in fingle combat. It is now thy turn to feel the

“fkeennefs of my Jrwvord. 'Their fabres, like dark and threatening

“ clouds, hang dreadful in the air. Grymer’s weapon darts down

like a thunderbolt: their fwords furioufly ftrike: they are

bathed in gore. ' Grymer cleaves the cafque of his enemy, hews
% his armour in picces, and pours the light into his bofom,
‘“ Grunder finks to the ground; and Grymer gives a dreadful
“ {hout of triumph.” This picture 1s done with a mafterly hand.
The capital circumftances are judicioufly fele¢ted; and the nar-
ration 15 compact and rapid. Indulge me with a moment’s paufe
to compare this picture with one or two in Oflian’s manner, * As
“ aurumn’s dark ftorms pour from two echoing hills; fo to each

L ke

other approach the heroes. As from high rocks two dark

“ ftreams meet. and mix and roar on the plain ; {o meet Lochlin
2

¢ and Innis-fuil, loud, Tough, and dark in battle, Chief mixes

* his
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** his ftrokes with chief, and man with man; f{teel founds on
“ fteel, helmets are cleft on high. Blood burfts, and fmoaks z-
round. Strings murmur on the polithed yew. Darts rufh a-
long the fky. Spears fall like fparks of flame that gild the
ftormy face of night. As the noift of the troubled ocean when
roll the waves on high, as the laft peal of thundering heaven;

(44
LT3
(4
(1]

** fuch is the noife of battle. Tho' Cormac’s hundred bards were

¢ there, feeble were the voice of an hundred bards to fend the

“ deaths to future times; for many were the heroes who fell, and

wide poured the blood of the valiant.” Again, *“As roll a
thoufand waves to the rocks, fo came on Swaran’s hoft : as

(11
19

* meets a rock a thoufand waves, fo Innis-fail met Swaran. The

¢ voice of death is heard all around, and mixes with the found

“ of fhields. Each hero is a pillar of darknefs, and the fivord a
beam of fire in his hand. From wing to wing echoes the field,
like a hundred hammers that rife by turns on the red fun of the

* furnace. 'Who are thofe on Lena’s heath, fo gloomy and dark?
te

L19

(13

they are like two clouds, and their fwords lighten above, Who
““ is it but Oflian’s fon, and the car-borne chief of Frin?”’ Thefe
two defcriptions make a deeper impreflion, and fwell the heart
more than the former: they are more poetical by fhort fimiles
finely interwoven; and the images are far more lofty. And yet
Offian’s chief talent is fentiment, in which Scandinavian bards are
far inferior: in- the generofity, tendernefs, and humanity of his
fentiments, he has not a rival.

The ancient Scandinavians were undoubtedly a barbarous people
compared with the fouthern nations of Europe; but that they
were far from being grofs favages, may be gathered from a poem
ftill extant, named Havamaal; or, The fublime difcourfe of Odin. Tho'

that poem is of great antiquity, it is replete with good leffons and

judicious refle¢tions; of which the following are a {pecimen.
Happy he who gains the applaufe and good will of men.
Love
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Love your friends, and love alfo their friends.

Be not the firft to break with your friend: forrow gnaws the
heart of him who has not a fingle friend to advife with.

., Where is the virtuous man that hath not a failing? Where is
the wicked man that hath not fome good quality ?

Riches take wing: relations die: you yourfelf fhall die. One
thing only is out of the reach of fate; which is, the judgement
that pafles on the dead.

There 1s no malady more fevere than the being difcontented with
one’s lot.

Let not a man be overwife nor overcurious: if he would fleep
in quiet, let him not feck to know his deftiny.

While we live, let us live well: a man lights his fire, but before
it be burnt out death may enter.

A coward dreams that he may live for ever: if he fhould efcape
every other weapon, he cannot efcape that of old age,

The flocks know when to retire from pafture: the glutton knows
not when to retire from the feaft.

The lewd and diflolute make a mock of every thing, not ‘confi-
dering how much they deferve to be mocked.

The beft provifion for a journey is flrength of underftanding :
more ufeful than treafure, it welcomes one to the table of the
{tranger.

Hicherto the manners of the Scandinavians refemble in many
capital circumftances thofe delineated in the works of Offian. I
lay not however great {trefs upon that refemblance, becaufe fuch
.manners are found among feveral other warlike nations in the firft
ftage of {fociety, The circumftance that has occafioned the great-
eft doubt about Offian’s fyftem of manners, is the figure his wo-
men make.  Among other favage nations, they are held to be be-
ings of an inferior rank; and as fuch are treated with very little
refpect: in OGfian they make an illultrious figure, and are highly

Yo, L i ' regarded




314 MEN AS INDIVIDUALS. Book I,

regarded by the men. I have not words to exprefs my fatisfac-
tion, when I difcovered, that anciently among the barbarous Scan-
dinavians, the female {ex made a figure no lefs illuftrious. A re-
femblance {o complete with refpect to a matter extremely fingular
among barbarians, cannot fail to convert the moft obitinate infi-
del, leaving no doubt of Oflian’s veracity. But I ought not to.
anticipate. One cannot pafs a verdiét till the evidence be fum-

med up; and to that talk I now proceed, with fanguine hopes of
fuccefs.

It is a fact afcertained by many writers, That women in the
north of Europe were eminent for refolution and courage, Ceafar,
in the firlt book of his Commentaries, defcribing a battle he
fought with the Helvetii, fays, that the women with a warlike
{pirit exhorted their hufbands to perfift, and placed the waggons
in a line to prevent their flight. Florus and Tacitus mention, that
{everal battles of thofe barbarous nations were renewed by their
women, prefenting their naked bofoms, and declaring their ab-
horrence of captivity, Flavius Vopifcus, writing of Proculus Ca-
far, fays, that a hundred Sarmatian virgins were taken in battle.
The Longobard women, when many of their hufbands were cut
off in a bartle, took up arms, and obtained the victory (a). ‘The
females of the Galatophagi, a Scythian tribe, were as warlike a5
the males, and went often with them to war (4). In former times,
many women in Denmark applied themfelves to arms (¢). Jor-
nandes defcribes the women of the Goths as full of courage, and
trained to arms like the men. Joannes Magnus, Archbifhop of
Upfal, fays the fame; and mentions in particular an expedition of
the Goths to invade a neighbouring country, in which more wa-

{a) Paulus Diaconus.
{#) Nicolaus Damalcenus,

(¢} Saxo Grammaticus.
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men went along with the men than were left at home (a). Seve-
ral Scandinavian women exercifed piracy (), The Cimbri were
always attended with their wives even in their diftant expeditions,
and were more afraid of their reproaches than of the blows of the
enemy. The Goths, compelled by famine to {urrender to Belifa-
rius the city of Ravenna, were bitterly reproached by their wives
for cowardice (c). In a battle between Regner King of Denmark
and Fro King of Sweden, many women took part with the for-
mer, Langertha in particular, who fought with her hair flowing
about her fhoulders. Regner, being victorious, demanded who
that woman was who had behaved fo gallantly; and finding her to
be a virgin of noble birth, he took her to wife. He afterward divor-
ced her, in order to make way for a daughter of the King of Swe-
den. Regner being unhappily engaged in a civil war with Ha-
rald, who afpired to the throne of Denmark, Langertha, overlook-
ing her wrongs, brought from Norway a body of men to aflift her
hulband; and behaved f{o gallantly, that, in the opinion of all,
Regner was indebted to her for the victory.

To find women in no inconfiderable portion of the globe drop-
ping their timid nature, and rivalling men in their capital pro-
perty of courage, is a fingular phenomenon. That this phenome-
pon muit have had an adequate caufe, is certain; but of that
caufe, it is better to acknowledge our utter ignorance, however
mortifying, than to {queeze out conjectures that will not bear ex-
amination.

In rude nations, prophets and foothfayers are held to be a fu-

perior clafs of men: what a figure then muft the Vandal women

(a) Book 1.
{#) Olaus Magnus,

{c) Procopius, Hiftoria Gothica, lib, 2.

Rra2
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have made, when  in that nation, as Procopius fays, all the pro-
phets and foothfayers were of the female fex? In Scandinavia,
women are faid to have been fkilful in magic arts, as well as men.
Tacitus informs us, that the Germans had no other phyficians
but their women. They followed the armies, to' ftaunch the
blood, and fuck the wounds of their hufbands *, He mentions a
fact that fets the German women 1n a confpicuous light, That fe-
male hoftages bound the Germans more ftrictly to their engage-
ments than male hoftages. He adds, ** Inefle quin etiam fanc-
“ tum aliquid et providum putant: nec aut confilia earam afper=
* nantur, aut refponfa negliguntur +.” The hiftories and ro-
mances of the north reprefent women, and even princeffes, acting
as phyficians in war.

Polygamy {prung up in countries where women are treated as
inferior beings : it can never take place where the two fexes are
held to be of equal rank. = For that reafon, polygamy never was
known among the northern nations of Europe. Saxo Gramma-
ticus, who wrote the hiftory of Denmark in the twelfth century,
gives not the flighteft hint of polygamy, even among kings and
princes. Crantz, in his hiftory of the Saxons (a), affirms, that .
polygamy was never known among the northern nations of Eu-~

* The expreflion of Tacitus is beautiful : ¢ Ad matres, ad conjuges, vulnera
ferunt: nec ille numerare aut exfugere plagas pavent : cibofque et hortamina
pugnantibus geftant.” — [fn Englifb thus: * When wounded, they find phyfi-
pug 8 £ ’ ¥ Py

cians in their mothers and wives, who are not afraid to count and fuck their
wounds. They carry provifions for their fons and hufbands, and animate them

in battle by their exhortations.”]

1 ¢ They belicve that there is fomething facred in their charadter, and that
they have a forefighe of fururity : for this reafon their counfels are always re-
{pected ; nor are their opinions ever difregarded.”

() Lib. 1. cap., 2.
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rope ; which is confirmed by every other writer who gives the hi-
ftory of any of thofe nations. Schefler in particular, who writes
the hiftory of Lapland, obferves, that neither polygamy nor di-
vorce were ever heard of in that country, not even during Pa-
ganifm.

We have the authority of Procopius (a), that the women in thofe
countries were remarkable for beauty, and that thofe of the Goths
and Vandals were the fineft that ever had been feen in Traly ; and
we have the authority of Crantz, that chaftity was in high eftima-
tion among the Danes, Swedes, and other Scandinavians. When
thefe facls are added to thofe above mentioned, it will not be thought
ftrange, - that love between the fexes; even among that rude people,
was a pure and elevated paffion.  That it was in faét fuch, is cer-
tain, if hiftory can be credited, or the fentiments of a people ex-
prefled in their poetical compofitions. T begin with the latter, as
evidence the moft to be rely’d on. The ancient poems of Scandi-
navia contain the warmeft expreflions of love and regard for
the female fex. Inan ode of King Regner Lodbrog, a very an-
cient -poem, we find' the following fentiments. ¢ We fought
* with fwords upon a promontory of England; when I faw ten
thoufand of my foes.rolling in the duft. - A dew of blood di-
filled - from our {words: the arrows,. that flew in fearch of the
helmets, hiffed through the air.. The pleafure of ‘that day was

111

1

(1]

1

like the clafping a fair virgin in my arms.”” ‘Again, “ A young

* man fhould march early to the confliét of arms ; in which con-

fifts the glory of the warrior. He who afpires to the love of a
miftrefs, ought to be dauntlefs in the clath of fwords.” Thefe

117

[

Hyperboreans, it would appear, had early learned to combine the
ideas of love and of military prowefs ; which is ftill more confpi-
cuous in an ode of Farald the Valiant, of a later date, That

{«) Hiltoria Gothica, lib, 3.

prince,
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prince, who made a figure in the middle of the eleventh century,
traverfed all the feas of the north, and made piratical incurfions
even upon the coafls of the Mediterranean, In this ode he com-
plains, that the glory he had acquired made no impreflion on E-
liffir, daughter to Jariflas, King of Ruffia, ‘I have made the
“ tour of Sicily. My brown veflel, full of mariners, madea fwift
¢ progrefs. My courfe I thought would never flacken — and
* yet a Ruflian maiden fcorns me. The troops ef Drontheim,
which I attacked in my youth, exceeded ours in number, Ter-
rible was the conflict : I left their young king dead on the field
—and yet a Ruflian maiden fcorns me. - Eight exercifes I can
perform: I fight valiantly : firm is my feat on horfeback: in-
ured I am to fwimming : fwift is my motion on fcates: I dart
the lance : I am fkilful at the oar — and yet a Ruflian maiden
fcorns me. Can the deny, this young and lovely maiden, that
near a city in the fouth I joined battle, and left behind me laft-
ing monuments of my exploits ?—and yet a Ruflian maiden
{corns me. My birth was in the high country of Norway, fa-
mous for archers: but fhips were my delight ; and, far from
the habitations of men, I have traverfed the feas from north to
{outh —and yet a Ruflian maiden fcorns me.” In the very an-
cient poem of Havamaal, mentioned above, there are many ex-
preflions of love to the fair fex.  *° He who would gain the love
* of a maiden, muft addrefs her with finooth f; peeches, and fhowy
gifts. It requires good fenfe to be a fkilful lover.” Again,
If I afpire to the love of the chafteft virgin, I can bend her
mind, and make her yield to my defires.” The ancient Scan-

119
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dinavian chronicles prefent often to our view young warriors en-
deavouring to acquire the favour of their miftrefles, by boafting of
their accomplifhments, fuch as their dexterity in fwimming and
fcating, their talent in poetry, their fkill in chefs, and. their
knowing all the ftars by name. Mallet, in the introduion to his

hiftory
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hiftory of Denmark, mentions many ancient Scandinavian novels

that turn upon love and heroifm. Thefe may be juftly held as
authentic evidence of the manners of the people : it is common to

invent falls ; but it is not common to attempt the inventing man-
ners.

It is an additional proof of the great regard paid to women in
Scandinavia, thatin Edda, the Scandinavian Bible, female deities
make as great a figure as male deities.

Agreeable to the manners defcribed, we find it univerfally ad-
mitted among the ancient Scandinavians, that beauty ought to be
the reward of courage and military fkill. A warrior was thought
intitled to demand in marriage any young woman, even of the

higheft rank, if he overcame his rivals in fingle combat: nor was

it thought any hardfhip on the young lady to be yielded to the
viGtor. The ladies were not always of that opinion; for the ftout-
eft fighter is not always the handfomeft fellow, nor the moft en-
gaging. And in the hiftories of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway,
many inftances are related, of men generouily interpofing to ré-
fcue young beauties from brutes, deftitute of every accomplifh~
ment but ftrength and boldnefs. Such flories have a fabulous
air; and many of them probably are mere fables, Some of them
however have a ftrong appearance of truth: men are introduced
who make a figure in the real hiftory of the country ; and many
arrcumftances are related that make links. in the chain of that hi-
ftory.  Take the following {pecimen. The ambafladors of Frotho,
King ‘of Denmark, commiffioned to demand in marriage the
daughter of a King of the Hunns, were feafted for three days, as
the cuftom was in ancient times ; and being admitted to the youn &
Princefs, fhe rejeCted the offer; *‘ Becaufe,” fays fhe, * your
* King has acquired no reputation inwar, but pafles his time ef-
* feminately at home.”  In Biorner’s colle@ion of ancient hifto-
rical monuments, mentioned above, there is the following hiftory,

Charles
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Charles King 'of Sweden kept on foot an army of chofen men.
His Queen had born him a daughter named nguegerda, whofe
lively and graceful accomplifhments were admired ftill more than
her birth and fortune. The breaft of the King overflow’d with
felicity. Grymer, a youth of noble birth, knew to dye his {word
in the blood of his enemies, to run over craggy mountains, to
wreftle, to play at chefs, and to trace the motions of the ftars,
He ftudied to thow his fkill in the apartment of the damfels, be-
fore thé lovely Inguegerda. At length he ventured to open his
mind. ‘° Wilt thou, O fair Princefs ! accept of me for a huf-
‘¢ band, if I obtain rthe King’s confent i ** Go,” fays the, * and
¢ fupplicate my father.” The courtly youth, refpeétfully addrell-

ing the King, faid, “ O King! give me in marriage thy beau=
¢ tiful daughter.” He anfwered fternly, ‘¢ Thon haft learned to
¢ handle thy arms : thou haft acquired fome honourable diltine-

“ tions: but haft thou ever gained a victory, or given: a banquet
“ to favape bealts that rejoice in blood i *¢ Where {hall I go, O
¢ King! that I may dye my fword in cfimfon, and render myfelf
¢ worthy of being thy fon-in-law 2 “‘Hialmar, fon of Harec,”
¢ faid the King, *“ who governs Biarmland, has become terrible by
¢ 3 keen fword : the firmeft fhields he hews in pieces, and loads
#¢ his followers with booty. Go, and prove thy valour, by attack-
¢ ing that hero: caufe him 'to bite the duft, and Inguegerda
¢ fhall be thy reward,” Grymer, returning to his fair miftrefs,
faluted her with ardent looks of love.” ** What anfwer haft thou
¢ received from the King 7 “ To obtain thee' I mufl deprive the
“ fierce Hialmar of life.” Inguegerda  exclaimed “with grief,
¢ Alas! my father hath devoted thee to death.” Grymer felected
a troop of brawe warriors, eager ro follow him. They launch their
vellels into the wide occan: they unfurl the fals; which cateh the
fpringing gale: the fhrowds ratde: the waves foam, ‘and dath a-
gainft the prows: they fteer their numerous vellels tothe fhore

o
01
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of Gothland ; bent to glut the hungry raven, and to gorge the
wolf with prey., Thus landed Grymer on Gothland ; and thus
did a beautcous maiden occafion the death of many heroes. Hi-
almar demanded who the ftrangers were. Grymer told his name ;
adding, that he had fpent the fummer in queft of him, * May

“ your arrival, reply’d Hialmar, be fortunate; and may health

¢ and honour attend you. You fhall partake of my gold, with

¢ ¢he unmixed juice of the grape. Thy offers, faid Grymer, I

“ dare not accept. Prepare for battle ; and let us haften to give

¢ a banquet to beafts of prey. Hialmar laid hold of his white

¢ cyirafs, his fword, and his buckler. Grymer, with a violent

¢ blow of his fabre, transfixes Hialmar’s fhield, and cuts off

his left hand. Hialmar enraged, brandifhes his fword, and
ftriking off Grymer’s helmet and cuirafs, pierces his breaft and

L]
11

“ fides: an effufion of blood following the wounds. Grymer rai-

fing his fabre with both hands, lays Hialmar proftrate on the
ground ; and he himfelf finks down upon the dead body of
his adverfary. He was put on fhipboard, and feemed to be at
« the laft period of life when he landed. The diftrefled Princefs
¢ undertook his cure; and reftored him to health. They were
married with great folemnity ; and the beauteous bride of Gry-
mer filled the heart of her hero with unfading joy.”

According to the rude manners of thofe times, a lover did not
always wait for the confent of his miftrefs. Joannes Magnus,
Archbifhop of Upfal, obferves, in his hiftory of the Goths, that ra-
vithing of women was of old no lefs frequent among the Scandina-

(17
(11

(14

(13

117

vians than among the Greeks. He relates, that Gram, fon to the
King of Denmark, carried off the King of Sweden’s daughter,

whofe beauty was celebrated in verfes exifting even in his time.
Another inftance he gives, of Nicolaus King of Denmark (a),

{a} Book 18.
VoL, L. ST who
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who courted Uluilda, a noble and beautiful Norvegian lady, and

obtained her confent, Nothing remained But the celebration of the
nuptials, when fhe was carried off by Suercher, King of Sweden,
We have the authority of Saxo G rammaticus, that Skiold, one of
the firft Kings of Denmark, fought a duel for a beantiful young
woman, and obtained her for a wife. That authop relates many
duels of the fame kind, Tt was indeed commen among the Scan-
dinavians, before they became Chriftians, to fight for a wife, and
to carry off’ the defired obje& by force of arms. No caufe of war
between neighbouring kings was more frequent. = Fridlevus King
of Denmark fent a folemn embafly to Hafinundus King of Nor-
way, to demand in marriage his daughter. Hafinundus had a
rooted averfion to the Danes, who had done much mifchief in his
country. ““ Go,” fays he to the ambafladors, ““and demand a
* wife where you are lefs hated than in Norway.”  The young
lady, who had no averfion to the match, intreated leave to {peak,

*“ not to confult the good of your king-

“ You feem,” faid fhe,
“ dom in rejecting o petent a fon-in-law, who can carry by
** force what he is now a pplying for by intreatics,” The father
however continuing obflinate, difinifled the ambafladors, Frid-
levus fent other ambaffadors, redoubling his intreaties for a fa-
vourable anfwer, Hafmundus faid, that one refufal might be
thought fufficient ; and in a fic of paflion put the ambafladors to
death. Fridlevus invaded Norway with a potent army ; and, af-
ter a defperate battle, carried off the lady in triumph.

The figure that women made in the north of Europe by their
courage, their beauty, and their chaftity, could not fail to pro-
duce mutual efteem and love between 'the fexes: nor could that
love fail to be purified into the moft tender affection, when their
rough manners were fincothed in the progrefs of fociety. If love
between the fexes prevail in Lapland as much as any where,
which is vouched by Scheffer in his hiftory of that country, it

muft
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muit be for a reafon very different from that now mentioned, The
s,

males in Lapland, who are great cowards, have no reafon to de-
ipife the females for their timidity ; and in ev ery country where
the women equal the men, mutual efteem and affection natur: ally

ke place. Two Lapland edes communicated to us by the author
mcnuoned leave no doubt of this fa@, being full of the tendereft
fentiments that love can infpire, The following is a literal (iau.la-

tion.

B SR ST O D E

I
Kulnafatz my rain-deer,
We have a long journey to go;
The moors are vaft,
And we muft hafte;
Our ftrength, I fear,
Will fail if we are flow s
And fo
Our fongs will do,
11,
Kaigé, the watery moor,
Is pleafant unto me,
Though long it be;
Since it doth to my miftrefs lead,
‘Whom I adore:
The Kilwa moor
I ne’er again will tread.
I1I,
Thoughts fill'd my mind
Whilft [ thro’ Kaigé paft
Swift as the wind,
812 And
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And my defire,
Wing'd with impatient fire,
My rain-deer, letus hafte.
IV.
So fhall we quickly end our pleafing pain:
Behold my miiftrefs there,
With decent motion walking o’er the plain,
Kulnafatz my rain-deer,
Look yonder, where
She wathes in the lake:
See while fhe fwims,
The waters from her purer limbs
New clearnefs take.

g B ok Nl O D E

1.
With brighteft beams let the fun fhine
On Orra moor:
Could I be fure
That from the top o th’ lofty pine
1 Orra moor might fee,
I to its higheft bow would climb,
And with induftrious labour try
Thence to defcry
My miftrefs, if that there the be.
1L
Could I but know, amid what flowers,
Or in what fhade fhe ftays,
The gaudy bowers,
With all their verdant pride,
Their bloffoms and their {prays,

Pask T°

Which
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Which make my miftres difappear,

And her in envious darknefs hide,

I from the roots and bed of earth would tear,
I1L.

Upon the raft of clouds I'd ride,

Which unto Orra fly :

O’ th’ ravens I would borrow wings,

And all the feather’d inmates of the fky :

But wings, alas, are me deny'd,

The ftork and {wan their pinions will not lend,

There’s none who unto Orra brings,

Or will by that kind conduct me befriend.
IV.
Enough, enough! thou haft delay’d
So many fummer’s days,
The beft of days that crown the year,
Which light upon the eye-lids dart,
And melting joy upon the heart:
But fince that thou fo long haft ftay'd,
They in unwelcome darknefs difappear.
Yet vainly doft thou me forfake ;
I will purfue and overtake.
N
What ftronger is than bolts of ftecl 7
What can more {urely bind ?
Love is ftronger far than it;
Upon the head in triumph fhe doth fit ;
Fetters the mind,
And doth control
The thought and foul.
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VI.
A youth’s defire is the defire of wind ;
All his eflays
Are long delays :
No iffue can they find,
Away fond counfellors, away,
No more advice obtrude :
I'll rather prove
The guidance of blind love ;
To follow you is certainly to flray :
One fingle counfel, the’ unwife, is good.

In the Scandinavian manners here defcribed is difcovered a firj-
king refemblance to thofe deferibed by Offian. And as fuch were
the manners of the Scandinavians in the firft ftage of fociety, it
no longer remains a wonder, that the manners of Caledonia fhould
be equally pure in the fame early period. And now every argu-
ment above urged in favour of Offian as a genuine hiftorian has
1ts full weight, without the leaft counterpoife. It is true, that Ca-
ledonian manners appear from Offian to have been flill more po-
lithed and refined than thofe of Scandinavia; but that difference

may have proceeded from many caufes, which time has buried in

oblivion.

I make no apology for infifting fo largely on Scandinavian man-
ners; for they tend remarkably to fupport the credit of Offian,
and confeguently to afcertain a fac extremely interefling, that our
forefathers were by no means fuch barbarians as they are com-
monly held to be.  All the inhabitants of Britain were of Celtic
extraction; and we have reafon to believe, that the manners of
Caledonia were the manners of every part of the ifland, before the
inhabitants of the plains were enflaved by the Romans. The only
circumftance peculiar to the Caledonians, is their mountzinous fi-

tuation :
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tnation: being lefs expofed to the opprefiton of foreigners, and
farther removed from commerce, they did longer than their
fonthern neighbours preferve their manners pure and untainted.

I have all along confidered the poems of Offian merely in a hi-
ftorical view, In the view of criticifim they have been examined
by a writer of diftinguifhed tafte (a); and however bold to enter
a field where he hath reaped laurels, I imagine that there fill re-
main fome trifles for me to glean, Two of thefe poems, Fingal
and Temora, are regular epic poems; and perhaps the fingle in-
ftances of epic poetry moulded into the form of an opera. We
have in thefe two poems both the Recitativo and Aria of an Italian
opera; drop’d indeed in the tranflation, from difficulty of imita-
tion. Offian’s poems were all of them compofed with a view to
mufic; tho’ in the long poems mentioned it is probable, that the
airs only were accompanied with the harp, the recitative lu:ing left
to the voice. 'The poems of Offian are fingular in another refpedt,
being probably the only work now remaining that was compofed
in the hunter-ftate. Some fongs of that early period may poflibly
be remaining, but nothing like a regular work, One may advance
a ftep farther, and pronounce, with a high degree of probability,
that Fingal and Temora are the only epic poems that ever were
compofed in that ftate, How great muft have been the talents of

the author, befet with every obftrudion to genius, the manners

of his country alone excepted ; a cold unhofpitable climate, with
fuch deformity on the face of the country as fcarce to afford a
pleafing objedt; and he himfelf abfolutely illiterate ! One, advan-
ang {ill farcher, may venture boldly to affirm, that fuch a poem
a5 Fingal or Temora never was compofed in any other part of the
world under fuch difadvantageons circum {tances,

{4) Dodor Blair, profeffor of Rhetoric in the college of Edinburgh,
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Tho' permanent ynanners enter not regularly into the prefent

{ketch, Iam however tempted to add a few words concerning the
influence of {oil upon the difpofition of man, in order to {how the
wifdom of Providence, which fits the ground we tread on, not
only for fupplying our wants, but for improving our manners,
The ftupidity of the inhabitants of New Holland, mentioned a-
bove, is occafioned by the barrennefs of their foil, yielding no-
thing that can be food for man or beaft. Day and night they
watch the ebb of the tide, in order to dig fimall fith out of the
fand; and fleep in the intervals, without an hour to fpare for any
other occupation, People in that condition muft for ever remain
ignorant and brutith. Were all the earth barren like New Hol-
land, all men would be ignorant and brutith, like the inhabitants
of New Holland. On the other hand, were every portion of this
earth naturally fo fertile as fpontaneoufly to feed all its inhabit-
ants, which is the golden age figured by poets, what would fol-
low? Upon the former fuppofition, man would be a meagre,
patient, and timid animal : upon 'the latter fuppofition, he
would be pampered, lazy, and effeninate. In both cafes, he
would be {tupidly ignorant, and incapable of any manly exertion,
whether of mind or body. But the foil of our earth 1s more wife-
ly accommodated to man, its chief inhabitant. Taking it ge-
neral, it is neither fo fertile as to fuperfede labour, nor fo barren
as to require our whole labour. The laborious occupation of hunt-
ing for food, produced originally fome degree of indufiry: and
tho’ all the induftry of man was at firft neceffary for procuring
food, cloathing, and habitation; yet the foil, by fkill in agricul-
ture, came to produce plenty with lefs labour, which to {fome af-
forded {pare time for thinking of conveniencies. A habit of induftry
thus acquircd, excited many to beftow their leifure-hours upon the
arts, proceeding from ufeful arts to fine arts, and from thefe 0
che {ciences, Wealth, accumulated by induftry, has a wonderful

influence
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influence upon manners: feuds and war, the L:Lﬂ:s-'ln'ing of wealth,
call forth into action friendthip, courage, heroifm, and every focial
virtue, as well as many felfifh vices. How like brutes do we pafs
our time, without once refleting on the condu& of Providence
operating even under our feet !

Diverfity of manners, at the fame time, enters into the plan of
Providence, as well as diverfity of talents, of feelings, and of o-
pinions. Our Maker hath given us a tafte for variety; and he
hath provided objeéts in plenty for its gratification. Some foils,
naturally fertile, require little labour: fome foils, naturally bar-
ren, require: the extremity of labour, But the advantages of fuch
a {oil are more than fufficient to counterbalance its barrennefs:
the inhabitants are fober, induftrious, vigorous; and confequent-
ly courageous, fo far as courage depends on bodily ftrength *.
The difadvantages of a fertile foil, on the contrary, are more than
fufficient to counterbalance its advantages: the inhabitants are
rendered indolent, weak, and cowardly. Hindoftan may feem to
be an exception; for tho’ it be extremely fertile, the people how-
ever are induftrious, and export manufaGures in great abundance
at a very low price, But Hindoftan properly is not an exception.
The Hindows, who are prohibited by their religion to kill any
living creature, muit abandon to animals for food a large propor-
tion of land ; which obliges them to cultivate what remains with
double induftry, in order to procure food for themfelves, The
populoufnefs of their country contributes alfo to make them in-

* That a barren country is a great fpur to induftry, appears from Venice and
Genoa in Italy, Nuremberg in Germany, and Limoges in France. The fterility
of Holland required all the induftry of its inhabitants for procurinmg the neceflirvies
of life ;3 and by that means chietly they become remarkably induftrious. Cambden

aferibes the fuccefs of the town of Halifax in the cloth-manufadture, to its barren
foil.

VoL, I 1t duftrious.
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duftrious. Arragon was once the moft limited monarchy in Eu-
rope, England not excepted: the barrennefs of the foil was the
caufe, which rendered the people hardy and courageous, In a
preamble to one of their laws, the ftates declare, that were they
not more free than other nations, the barrennefs of their country
would tempt them to abandon it. Oppofed to Arragon ftands E-
gypt, the fertility of which renders the inhabitants foft and effe-
minate, and confequently an ealy prey to every invader *, The
fruitfulnefs of the province of Quito in Peru, and the low price of
every neceflary, occafioned by its diftance from the fea, have plun-
ged the inhabitants into fupine indolence, and exceflive luxury.
The people of the town of Quito in particular have abandoned
themfelves to every fort of debauchery. The time they have to
{pare from wine and women, is employed in exceflive gaming,
In other refpets alfo the' manners of a people are influenced by the
country they inhabit. = A great part of Calabria, formerly popu-
lous and fertile, is at prefent covered with trees and fhrubs, like
the wilds' of America; and the ferocity of its inhabitants corre-
fpond to the rudenefs of the fields. The fame is vifible in the in-
habitants of Mount Etna in Sicily: the country and its inhabitants

are equally rugged,

* Tear imprefled by firange and unforefeen accidents, is the moft potent caufe
of fuperfticion. What then made the ancient Egyptians fo fuperfiitious? No o-
ther country is lefs liable to ftrange and unforefeen accidents: no thunder, fcarce
any rain, perfeét regularity in the feafons, and in the rife and fall of the river.
So little notion had the Egyptians of variable weather as to be {furprifed that the ri-
vers of Greece did not overflow like the Nile. They could not comprehend how
their fields were watered : rain, they faid, was very irregular; and what if TJupi-
ter fhould take a conceit to fend them no rain?  The fertility of the foil, and the
inadtion of the inhabitants during the inundation of the river, enervated both mind
and body, and rendered them timid and pufillanimous. Superftition was the off-
fpring of this charaéter, as it is of firange and unforefeen accidents in other coun-

tries.

K E T CH
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