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Appetite for Soc1ETY.—Origin of NaTioNaL

SOCIETIES.

Hat there is in man an appetite for {ociety, never was called in
queftion *. But to what end the appetite ferves, whether it be

in any manner limited, and how far men are naturally fitted for

being ufeful members of civil fociety, and for being happy in it,

are

# This appetite is not denied by Vitruvius; but it feems to have been overlook-

ed in the account he gives (book 2. ch. 1.) of the commencement of fociety, which

is as follows. ¢ In ancient times, men, like wild beafts, lived in caves and woods,
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feeding on wild food. In a certain place it happened, that the trees, put in mo-
tion by tempeftuous winds, and rubbing their branches one againit another,
took fire. Thofe in the neighbourhood fled for fear: but as the flames abated,
they approached ; and finding the heat comfortable, they threw wood into the
fire, and preferved it from being extinguithed. They then invited others to
take benefit of the fire. Men, thus afiembled, endeavoured to exprefs their
thoughts by articulate founds ; and by daily practice, certain founds, fignifying
things in fruquem ufe, came to be eftablithed. From that cafual event, lan-
guage arofe. And thus, fire having attralted many to one place, they foon dif-
covered that thl,'}' were by nature ﬂ,lpcrior to other animals, (lEli‘cring from them
not only in an ereét pofture, which gave them opportunity to behold the beau-
ties of the heavens as well as of the earth; but alfo in their hands and fingers,
fitted for executing whatever they could invent, They therefore began to cover
their habitations with the boughs of trees; fome dug caves in the mountains;
and, in imitation of a fwallow™ neft, fome fheltered themfelves with fprigs and
loam. Thus, by obferving each other’s work, and turning their thoughts to

Yoy g ¥ invention,
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are queftions that open extenfive-views into human nature, and yet
have been little attended to by writers, I grieve at the negled,-
becaufe the prefent enquiry requires an anfwer to thefe queftions,
however abltrufe,

As many animals, befide man, are focial, it appeared to me
probable, that the focial laws by which fuch animals are govern-
ed, might open views into the focial nature of man, But here T
met with a fecond difappointment: for after perufing books with-
out end, I found very little fatisfa®ion; tho’ the laws of animal
fociety make the moft inftru@ive and moft entertaining part of
natural hiftory. A few dry fadts, colleted occafionally, enabled
me to form the embryo of a plan, which I here prefent to the read-
er: if his curiofity be excited, ’tis well; for I am far from expect-
ing that it will be gratified.

Animals of prey have no appetite for fociety, if the mo-
mentary act of copulation be not excepted. Wolves make not
an exception, even where, infligated by hunger, they join in
attacking a village: as fear prevents them fingly from an-at-
tempt fo hazardous, their cafual union is prompted by appetite
for food, not by appetite for fociety. So little of the focial is
there in wolves, that i1f one happen to be wounded, he is put to
death, and devoured by thofe of his own kind. Vultures have
the fame difpofition. Their ordinary food is a dead carcafe; and
they never venture but in a body to attack any living creature
that appears formidable. Upon fociety happinels {o much de-
pends, that we do not willingly admit a lion, a tiger, a bear, or
a wolf, to have any appetite for fociety. And in with-holding it

¢ invention, they by degrees improved their habitations, and became daily more
¢ and more (kilful,” Has not the celebrated Rouflean been guilty of the fame o-

verfight in his effay on the inequality of men? Thefe authors fuggelt to me

the butcher, who made diligent fearch for his knife, which he held in his testh.

from
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from fuch animals, the goodnefs of Providence to its favourite
man, is confpicuous: their ftrength, agility, and voracity, make
them fingly not a little formidable : I thould tremble for the hu-
man race, were they difpofed to make war in company *.

Such harmlefs animals as cannot defend themfelves fingly, are
provided with an appetite for {ociety, that they may defend them-
felves in a body. Sheep are remarkable in that refpect, when left
to nature: a ram f{eldom attacks; but the rams of a flock exert
great vigour in defending their females and their young . The

whole

* The care of Providence in protefting the human race from animals of prey,
is equally vifible in other particulars. I can difcover no fadts to make me believe,
that 4 lion or a tiger is afraid of a manj but whatever fecret means are employ’d
by Providence, to keep fuch fierce and voracious animals at a diftance, certain it is,
that they fhun the habitations of men. At prefent there is not a wild lion in Eu-
rope. Lven in Homer’s time there were none in Pcloponnefus, tho’ they were fre-
quent in Thrace, Macedon, and Theffaly, down to the time of Ariftotle : whence
it is probable, that thefe countries were not atthat time well peopled. When men
and cattle are together, a lion always attacks a beaft, and never a man. M. Buf-
fon obferves, that the bear, the’ far from being cowardly; never is ar eafe but in
wild and defert places.  The great condor of Peru, a bird of prey of an immenfe
fize, bold, and rapacious, is never ften but in deferts and high mountains. Every
river in the coaft of Guinea abounds with crocodiles, which lie baiking in the fun
during the heat of the day. If they perceive a man approaching, they plunge into
the river, tho' they feldom fly from any other animal. A fox, on the contrary,
a-pole~cat, akite, tho’ afraid of man, draw near to inhabited places where they
find prey in plenty. Such animals de little mifchief; and the linle they do, pro-
motes care and vigilance. But if men, like fheep, were the vatural prey of a lion
or a tiger, their utmoft vigour and fagacity would fearce be fufficient for felf-de-
fence. Perpetual war would be their fire, withount having a (ingle moment for any
other occupation ; and they could never have emerged out of brutal barbaricy. It
is poflible that a few catde might be protetted by armed men, continually on ‘the
watch ; but to defend flocks and herds covering a hundred hills, would be imprac-

ticable. A griculture could never have exiffed in any l:'.\lp-:-

# M. Buffon has beftowed lefs pains than becomes an author of his- charadter,

upon
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whole fociety of rooks join in attacking a kite when it hovers =
bout them. A family of wild {wine never {eparate till the young
be fufliciently firong to defend themfelves againft the wolf; and
when the wolf threatens, they all join in a body. The peecary is
a fort of wild hog in the ifthmus of Darien: if one of them be at-
tacked, thereft run to aflift it. There being a natural antipathy
between that animal and the American tiger, it is not uncommon
to find a tiger flain with a number of dead pecaries round him,
The focial appetite is to fome animals ufeful, not only for de-
fence, but for procuring the neceffaries of life. Society among
beavers is a notable inftance of both, As water is the only refuge
of that innocent {pecies againft an enemy, they inftinctively make
their {fettlement on the brink of a lake or of a running ftream. In
the latter cafe, they keep up the water to a proper height by a
dam-dike, conftructed with fo much art as to withftand the great-
elt floods : in the former, they fave themfelves the labour of a
dam-dike, becaufe a lake generally keeps at the fame height.
Having thus provided for defence, their next care is to provide
food and habitation. The whole fociety join in ereéting the dam-
dike; and they alfo join in ere¢ting houfes. FEach houfe has two
apartments: in the upper there is {pace for lodging from fix to
en beavers: the under ‘holds their provifions, which are trees

upon the nature and inftinéts of animals : he indeed fcarce once ftumbles upon

truth in his natural hiftory of the fheep. He holds it to be ftupid, and incapable
to defend itfelf againft any beaft of prey; maintaining, that the race could not
have fubfifted but under the care and proteftion of men. Has that author forgort,
that fheep had no enemy more formidable than men in their original hunter-ftate ?
Far from being neglected by nature, there are few animals better provided for de-
fence. They have a fort of military inftinét, forming a line of batile, like fol-
diers, when threatened with an attack. The rams, who, in a nataral ftate;, make
half of the flock, join together; and no lion or tiger is able to refift their united

impetuofity.

cut
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cut down by united labour, and divided into fmall portable
parts (a). Bees are a fimilar inftance. Ariftotle (4) fays, * that
*“ bees are the only animals which labour in common, have a
* houfe in common, eat in common, and have their offspring in
“ common,” A fingle bee would be ftill lefs able than a fingle
beaver, to build a houfe for itfelf and for its winter-food, The
Alpine rat or marmout has no occafion to ftore up food for win-
ter, becaufe it lies benumbed without motion all the cold months,
But thefe animals live in tribes; and each tribe digs a habitation
under ground with great art, fufficiently capacious for lodging
the whole tribe; covering the ground with withered grafs, which
fome cut, and others carry, The wild dogs of Congo and Ango-
la hunt in packs, waging perpetual war againft other wild beafts,
They bring to the place of rendezvous whatever is caught in
hunting; and each receives its fhare . The baboons are focial a-
nimals, and avail themfelves of that quality in procuring food ;
witnefs their addrefs in robbing an orchard, defcribed by Kolben
in his account of the Cape of Good Hope., Some go into the or-
chard, fome place themfelves on ‘the wall, the reflt form a line on
the outfide, and the fruit is thrown from hand to hand, tll it
reach the place of rendezvous. Extending the enquiry to all
known animals, we find that the appetite for fociety is with-held
from mno {pecies to which it is neceflary, whether for defence or
for food. It appears to.be. diftributed by weight and meafure, in

* However fierce with refpect to other animals, yet fo fubmiffive are thef: dogs
to men, as to fuffer their prey to be tuken from them without refiftance. Euro-
peans falt for their flaves what they thus obtain,

{2) Sece the works of the beaver deferibed moft accurately by M. Buffon, vol. £.

{4) Hiftoryof animals, b. 9. i 42

order
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order to accommodate the internal frame of animals to their exter-
nal circumftances.

On fome animals an appetite for {ociety is beftow’d, tho’in ap-
pearance not neceflary either for defence or for food. With
regard to fuch, the only final caufe we can difcover is the plea-
fure of living in fociety. That kind of fociety 1s found among
horfes. Outhier, one of the French academicians employ’d to
meafure a degree of the meridian toward the north pole, reports,
that at Torneo all blﬂk}' goods are carried in boats during fum-
mer ; but in winter, when the rivers are frozen, and the ground
covered with fnow, that they ufe fledges drawn by horfes; that
when the fnow melts, and the rivers are open, the horfes, fet
loofe, rendezvous at a certain part of the foreft, where they fe-
parate into troops, and occupy different pafture-fields ; that when
thefe fields become bare, they occupy new ground in the fame or-
der as at firft; that they return home in troops when the bad
weather begins ; and that every horfe knows its own ftall. No
creature ftands lefs in need of fociety than a hare, whether for
food or for defence. Of food, it has plenty under its feet ; and for
defence, it is provided both with cunning and fwiftnefs. Nothing
however is more common in a moon-light night, than to fee hares
{porting together in the moft focial manner. But fociety for plea-
fure only, is an imperfe&t kind of fociety ; and far from being fo
intimate, as where it is provided by nature for defence, or for pro-
curing food *,

With

* Pigeons muft be excepted, if their fociety be not neceffary either for food or
habitation, of which I am uncertain. Society among that fpecies is extremely in-
timarte 3 and it is obfervable, that the place they inhabit contributes to the intimacy.
A crazy dove-cot moved the proprictor to transfer the inhabitants to a new houfe

built for them; and to accuftom them to it, they were kept a fortnight within
doors, with plenty of food, When they obtained liberty, they flew dircétly to
their
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With refpe@ to the extent of the appetite, no focial animal
far as can be difcovered, has an appetite for aflociating with the
whole fpecies. Every {pecies is divided into many {mall tribes ;
and thefe tribes have no appetite for aflociating with each other :
on the contrary, a ftray flieep is thruft out of the flock, and a
{tray bee muft inftantly retire, or be ftun g to death, Every work
of Providence contributes to fome good end : a fmall tribe is fuf-
ficient for mutual defence ; and a very large tribe would be dif-
ficulted in procuring fubfiftence,

5 45

How far brute animals are by nature fitted for bein g ufeful mem-
bers of civil {ociety, and for being happyin it, isa queftion that no
writer hath fo much as ftumbled on. And yet, as that branch of
natural hiftory is alfo neceflary to my plan, I muft proceed ; tho' I
have nothing to lay before the reader but a few feattered obferva-
tions, which occurred when I had no view of turning them to
account. I begin with the inftindtive condu@ of animals, in
providing againft danger. When a flock of fheep in the ftate of
nature goes to reft, fentinels are appointed; who, on appearance of
an enemy, ftamp with the foot, and make a hifling found ; upon
which all take the alarm: if no enemy appear, they watch their
time, return to the flock, and fend out others in their {tecad. And
in flocks that have an extenfive range in hilly countries, the
fame difcipline obtains, even after domeftication. Tho' monkes

-
hor W 2
o

{leep upon trees, yet a fentinel is always appointed, who muft

not fleep under pain of being torn to picces. They preferve the
{fame difcipline when they rob an orchard : a fentinel on a high
tree is watchful to announce the very firft appearance of an e-

nemy. M. Buffon, talking of a fort of monkey which he terms Mo/~

their old houfe; and fecing it Iaid flat, walked round and round, lamenting, They
then took wing and difappeared, without once cafting an eye on their new habi-
tation.

Vor. L Z z brouck,
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brouck, {ays, that they are fond of fruit, and of fugar-canes ; and that
while they are loading themfelves, one is placed fentinel on a tree,
who, upon the approach of a man, cries, Houp! Houp ! Houp! loud-
ly and diftinctly. That moment they throw away the fugar-canes
that they hold in their left hand, and run off upon three feet,
When the marmouts are at work in the field, one is appointed to
watch on a high rock; which advertifes them by a loud whiitle,
when 1t fees a man, an eagle, or a dog. Among beavers, notice
is given of the approach of an enemy, by lathing the water with
the tail, which is heard in every habitation. Seals always leep
on the beach ; and to prevent furprife, fentinels are placed round
at a confiderable diftance from the main body. Wild elephants,
which always travel in company, are lefs on their guard in places
unfrequented : but when they invade cultivated fields, they march
in order, the eldeft 1n the front, and the next 1n a ge clofing the
rear, The weak are placed in the centre, and the females carry
their young on their trunk., They attack in a body ; and upon a
repulfe, retire in a body. Tame elephants retain fo much of their
original nature, that if one, upon being wounded, turn its back,
the reft inftantly follow, Next in order is the government of a
tribe, and the condué of its members to each other. It is not
unlikely, that fociety among fome animals, and their mutual affec-
tion, may be {o entire as to prevent all difcord among them; which
indeed {feems to be the cafe of beavers. Such a fociety, if there
be fuch, requires no government, nor any laws. A flock of {heep
occupies the fame fpot every night, and each hath its own reft-
ing-place. The {fame is obfervable in horned cattle when folded.
And as we find not, that any one ever attempts to diflodge an-
other, it 1s probable that fuch reftraint makes a branch of their
nature. But fociety among brute animals is not always fo perfect.
Perverfe inclinations, tending to difturb {fociety, are vifible a-
mong fome brute animals, as well as among rational men. Itis

not
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aot uncommon for-a rook to pilfer fticks from another’s neft;
and the pilferer’s neft is demolithed by the lex falionis, Perverfe
inclinations require government, and government requires laws,
As in the cafe now mentioned, the whole fociety join in inflicting
the punifhment, government among rooks appears to be repu-
blican. Apés, on the contrary, are under monarchical govern-
ment. Apes in Siam go in troops, each undera leader, who pre-
ferves ftrict diftipline. A female carnally inclined, retired from
the troop, and was followed by a male. The male efcaped from
the leader, who purfued them ; but the female was brought back,
and in prefence of the whole troop received fifty blows on the
check, as a chaftifement for its incontinence (a). But probably
there are not many inftances among brutes of government ap-
proaching fo near to that of . men, Government among horned
cattle appears to have no other end but to preferve order. Their
government is monarchical ; and the eleGion 1is founded upon
perfonal valour, the moft folid of all qualifications in fuch a {o-
ciety, ‘The bull who afpires to be lord of the herd, muft fight Lis
way to preferment ; and after all his rivals are beat off the field,
the herd tamely fubmit. At the {fame tume he is not fecured 1n
the threne for life; but muft again enter the lifts with any bull

=

that ventures to challenge him. The fame f{pirit is obfervable a-

e SRR B R 2 e RS - LDy DO s Py Pl T
mong oxen, tho in a lower degree. The mafter-ox leads the refl
Lo ] ? o ]

: : : b - 2.2
into the ftable, or into the fold, and becomes unruly it he be not
let firft out: nay, he muft be firlt yoked in the plough or waggon.

i
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Sheep are not employ’d in work, but m every other refpect the fame
e} poe e ait, Jooe oul b [0 B o SXRTR wna shiae gatisc happenii o b
economy obtains among tiiem., Vilere the rams Happen to oe
iy ' i 1 Late Ty s e o - e 1
few in proportion to the other fheep, they {fometimes divide the
flock among them, inftead of fighting for precedence. Iive o1

o by the author ot

Nr
‘

41 5 COTE Ol ']‘L_"l} Wl DU CRdLEL a9 TeW YEars ¢

o

(2) Memoirs of Count Forbin.
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this work. The rams, who were only two, divided the flock be-
: tween them. The two parcels could not avoid pafturing in com-
: || mon, becaufe they were thut up in one inclofire : but they had
WL diiferent fpots for reft during night; nor was it known, that a
. i K fheep ever deferted its party, or even changed its refting-place,
'. E S In the two {pecies laft mentioned, I find not that there is any no-
\:‘ - tion of punithment ; nor does it appear to be neceflary : the leader
! _-‘i | : pretends to nothing b}1t prea:cdml]ce, which 1s never difputed. I
LI blath to prefent thefe umperfect hints, the fruit of cafual obferva-
o LI tion, not of intentional enquiry : but I am glad to blow the
‘ Ei '1 : i truinpet, in order to raife curiofity in ethers : if the {fubject be
|- i { | II| profecuted by men of tafte and enquiry, many final caufes, I am I
‘ dig ) i I perfuaded, will be difcovered, tending more and more to difplay the
|
|

wildom and goodnefs of Providence. But what I have chicﬁ}f m

iy view at prefent is, to obferve, that government among brute ani-
11 - . » .
I _ ’; Rt | mals, however fimple, appears to be perfe in its kind ; and ad-
| i AT |I apted with great propriety to their nature,
F 151
| |

Factions in the ftate

I iy . are unknown : no enmity between ind
R |

O

ividuals, no treachery, no
deceit, nor any other of thofe vices that infeft the human race.

il i In a word, they appear to be perfectly well fitted for that kind of
il e fociety to which they are prompted by th

eir nature, and for being
- happy in it.
{

re be occafion for
That men are en-
will be vouched by the concur-
each vouching for himfelf, There is

I Storing up the foregoing obfervations il] the
EEf s
i them, we proceed to the focial nature of man,
i 1 . . . o n
~ 1L S dued with an appetite for fociety,

; ring teftimony of all men,
il accordingly no inftance of people living in a folitary ftate, where
AR | .' the appetite is not ob{lructed by fome potent obftacle,
' |8l bitants of that part of New Heolland w

' fociety, tho’ lefs advanced above by

The inha-

hich Dampicr faw, live in

. utes than any other known fi-
i ii vages ; and fo intimate is their fociety, that they gather their

\ ‘ ‘The inhabitants of the Canary iflands

|

|

i tood, and eat, in common,
! ‘ lived
il
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lived in the fame manner, when firft feen by Europeans, which
was in the fourteenth century; and the favages mentioned by
Condamine, drawn by a Jefuit from the woods to fettle on the
banks of the Oroonoko, muft originally have been united in fome
kind of fociety, as they had a common language. In a word,
that man hath an appetite for food, is not more certain, than that
he hath an appetite for fociety, And here I have occafion to ap-
ply one of the obfervations made above. Abftra@ing altogether
from the pleafure we have in fociety, fimilar to what we have in
eating ; evident it is, that to no animal is fociety more necellary
than to man, whether for food or for defence. In fociety, he is chief
of the terreftrial creation ; in a folitary ftate, the moft helplefs and
forlorn. Thus the firft queftion fuggefted above, viz. To what
end was a focial appetite beftow’d on man, has received an anfwer,
which I flatter myfelf will give fatisfacion.

The next queftion is, Whether the appetite be limited, as a-
mong other animals, to a fociety of moderate extent ; or whether
it prompt an affociation with the whole fpecies. That the appe-
tite is limited, will be evident from hiftory. Men, as far back as
they can be traced, have been divided into finall tribes or focieties.
Moft of thefe, it is true, have in later times been united into
large {tates: fuch revolutions however have been brought about,
not by an appetite for a more extenfive fociety, but by conqueft,
or by the junétion of fmall tribes for defence againft the more
powerful. A fociety may indeed be too finall for complete grati-
fication of the appetite ; and the appetite thus cramped welcomes
every perfon into the fociety till it have {ufficient fcope : the Ro-
mans, a diminutive tribe originally, were fond to affociate even
with their enemies after a viGtory, But, on the other hand, a {o-
cicty may be too large for complete gratification. An extenfive
empire 1s an object too bulky : national affe@ion is too much dif-
fufed ; and the mind is not at eafe till it find a more contra@ed

fociety,
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fociety, correfponding to the moderation of its appetite. Hence
the numerous orders, aflociations, fraternities, and divifions, that
{pring up in every great ftate. The ever-during Blues and Greens
in the Roman empire, and Guelphs and Gibelines in Italy, could
not have long fubfifted after the caufe of their enmity was at an
end, but for a tendency in the members of a great flate to con-
trat their focial connedions *. Initiations among the ancients
were probably owing to the fame caufe; as alfo aflociations of
artifans among the moderns, pretending myftery and fecrecy, and
excluding all ftrangers. Of fuch aflociations or brotherhoods, the
free mafons excepted, there 1s fcarce now a veftige remaining.

We find now, after an accurate fcrutiny, that the focial appe-
tite in man comprchends not the whole fpecies, but a part only;
and commonly a {mall part, precifely as in other animals. Here
another final caufe ftarts up, no lefs remarkable than that ex-
plain’d above. An appetite to aflociate with the whole fpecies,
would form ftates fo unwieldy by numbers, as to be incapable of
any government, Our appetite is wifely confined within fuch h-
mits as to form itates of moderate extent, which of all are the beft
fitted for good government : and we fhall fee afterward, that they
are alfo the beft fitted for improving the human powers, and for
envigorating every manly virtue. Hence an inftruétive lefion,
That a great empire 1s ill fuited to human nature, and that a great
conqueror is 1 more refpe&s than one an enemy to mankind,

The limiting our focial appetite within moderate bounds, fuggelts
another final caufe. An appetite to aflociate with the whole {pecics,

would colleét 1nto one 1:..1;'::.‘:}' all who are not {eparated from each

] ~ " P ol . 2 & |
other by wide feas and inacceflible mountains ; and confequently

# The never-ceafing faltions in Britain proceed, not from a fociety too much
extended, but from love of power and of wealth, to reftrain which there is no {uf-

Hciene .1._..,,U,_-.: Il & ITeé TOVErnMment.

would
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would diftribute mankind into a very few focieties, confifting of
fuch multitudes as to reduce national affection to a mere thadow.
Nature hath wifely limited the appetite in proportion to our men-
tal capacity. Our relations, our friends, and our other connec-
tions, open an extenfive field for the exercife of affection : nay, our
country in general, if not too extenfive, would alone be fufficient
to engrofs our whole affection. But that beautiful {peculation falls
more properly under the principles of morality ; and there it fhall
not be overlooked.

What comes next in order, is to examine how we f{tand affected
to thofe who are not of our tribe or fociety. I pave the way to
this examination, by taking up man naked at his entrance into
life. An infant at firft has no feeling but bodily pain ; and it is
familiarized wich its nurfe, its parents, and perhaps with others,
before it 1s {ufceptible of any paffion. All weak animals are en-
dowed with a principle of fear, which prompts them to fhun
danger ; and fear, the firflt paflion difcovered in an infant, is rai-
fed by every new face : the infant fhrinks and hides itfelf in the
bofom of its nurfe * (¢). Thus every ftranger is an obje@ of fear
to an infant ; and confequently of averfion, which is generated by

ear. Fear lellfens gradually as our circle of acquaintance enlarges,
efpecially in thofe who rely on bodily ftrength. Nothing tends
more effectually to diflipate fear, than confcioufnefs of fecurity in
the focial {tate: in folitude, no animal 1s more timid than man;
in fociety, none more bold. But remarlk, that averfion may fubfift
after fear is gone: it is propagated from parents to their children
through an endlefs fucceflion; and is infectious like a difeafe,

Thus enmity is kept up between tribes, without any particular
# [n this rl_-[';mﬂ_ the human race differs widely from that of dogs : a puppy, the
firlt time it fces a man, runs to him, licks his hand, and plays about his feet.

{a) Elements of Criticifin, vol, 1, p. 441. edic, 5.
caufec.
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caufe. A neighbouring tribe, conftantly in our fight, and capable
' r to hurt us, is the objeét of our flrongeft averfion: it leflens in
| Ll ! proportion to diftance; and terminates in abfolute indifference
i [ with refpect to very diftant tribes. Upon the whole, it appears,

R | | that the nature of man with refpe to thofe of his own kind is re-
| i | | ‘ folvable into the following particulars. Firft, Affe@ion for our
t ' private connections, and for our country in general. Second,
t il Averfion to neighbours who are ftrangers to us, and to neigh-
il ‘ l d bouring tribes in general, Third, Indifference with refpeét to all

| ! cthers. :

’l i !Il As I neither hope nor wifh, that the nature of man, as above
i
|

delineated, be taken upon my authority, I propofe to verify it by
clear and fubftantial fadts. - But to avoid the multiplying inftan-
ces unnecellarily, I {hall confine myfelf to fuch as concern the a-
H verfion that neighbouring tribes have to each other; taking it for
I granted, that private affetion, and love to our country, are what
no perfon doubts of. I begin with examples of rude nations,

it where nature is left to itfelf, without culture. The inhabitants of
| l A | Greenland, good-natured and inoffenfive, have not even wor

ds
1 for exprefling anger or envy : ftealing among themfelves is abhor-

| iir E| il 1l I red; and a young wor.nan gL‘ti_lty of that crime, h ,ts ne chance for

a hufband. At the fame time, they are faithlefs and ecruel to

1l thofe who come among them : they confider the reft of mankind

' | At as a different race, wich whom they rejec all fociety. The mora-

' I- | ‘? | lity of the inhabitants of New Zealand is not more refined. Wri-

! i ters differ about the inhabitants of the Marian or Ladrone iflands:
|

Magellan, and other voyagers, fay, that they are addiéted to thie-
! ving ; and their teftimony occafioned thefe iflands to be called
‘ Ladrones. Tere le Gobien, on the contrary, fays, that, far from
| being addicted to thieving, they leave every thing open, having
bl 1 no diftruft one of another., Thefe accounts differ in appearance,

| not in reality, Magellan was a ftranger; and he talks of ftealing
I

from
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from him and from his companions. Father Gobien lived long a-
mong them, and talks of their fidelity to each other. Plan Car=-
pin, who vifited Tartary in the year 1246, obferves of the Tar-
tars, that, tho’ full of veracity to their neighbours, they thought
themfelves not bound te fpeak truth to ftrangers. 'The Greeks an-
ciently were held to be pirates: but not properly; for they com-
mitted depredations upon ftrangers only. Cafar, {peaking of the
Germans (a), fays, * Latrocinia nnllam habent infamiam quz ex-~
* tra fines cujufque civitatis fiunt *” This was precifely the
cafe of our highlanders, till they were brought under due fubjsc-
tion after the rebellion 1745. Bougainville obferves, that the in-
habitants of Otaheite, named by the Englith King George's ifland,
made no difficulty of flealing from his people; and yet never fteal
among themfelves, having neither locks nor bars in their houfes.
The people of Benin in Negroland are good-natured, gentle, and
civilized; and fo generous, that if they receive a prefent, they are
not at eafe till they return it double, They have unbounded con~
fidence in their own people; but are jealous of ftrangers, tho’ they
politely hide their jealoufy. Ruffian peafants think it a greater
fin to eat meat in Lent, than to murder one of another country.
Among the Koriacs, bordering on Kamfkatka, murder within the
tribe is feverely punifhed; but to murder a ftranger is not mind=-
ed. While Rome continued a fmall ftate, neighbour and enemy
were exprelled by the fame word (4). In England of old, a fo-
reigner was not admitted to be a witnefs, Hence it is, that in an-
cient hiftory, we read of wars without intermiflion among {mall

* ¢ They hold it not infamous to rob without the bounds of their canton.”

{a) Lib. 6. c. 33, de bello Gallico,
(8) Hoftis, :

Vor. I, : A A {tates
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ftates in clofe neighbourhood. It was fo 1n Greece; it was {0 in
Italy during the infancy of the Roman republic; it was fo in
Gaul, when Cafar commenced hoftilities againft that country (a) ;
and it was fo all the world over. Many iflands in the South {fea,
and in other remote parts, have been difcovered by Europeans;
who commonly found the natives with arms in their hands, refo-
lute to prevent the ftrangers from landing. Orellana, lieutenant
to Gonzales Pifarro, was the firlt European who failed down the
river Amazon to the fea. In his paflage, he was continually af-
{nulted with arrows from the banks of the river; and fome even
ventured to attack him in their canoes.

Nor does fuch averfion wear away even among polifhed people.
An ingenious writer () remarks, that almoft every naton hate
their neighbours, without knowing why. I once heard a French-
man f{wear, fays that writer, that he hated the Englifh, paree
git'ils werfent du beurre fondu fur leur veau roti *. The populace
of Portugal have to this day an uncommon averfion to {trangers:
even thofe of Lifbon, tho' a trading town frequented by many
different nations, muft not be excepted. Travellers report, that
the people of the duchy of Milan, remarkable for good-nature,
are the only Italians who are not hated by their. neighbours. The
iedmontefe and Genoefe have an averfion to each other, and a-
eree only in their antipathy to the Tufeans. The Tufcans diflike
the Venetians ; and the Romans abound not with good-will to the
Tufcans, Venetians, or Neapolitans. Very different is the cafe
with refpect to diftant nations: inftead of being objects of averfion,

+ ¢ Becaufe they pour melted butter upon their roaft veal.”

(#) Lib. 6. ¢. 15. de bello Gallico.

(%) Baretti.

their
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their manners, cuftoms, and fingularities, amufe us greatly ¥,

Infants differ from each other in averfion to firangers; fome be-
ing extremely {hy, otherslefs {o; and the like difference 1s obfervable
in whole tribes, The people of Milan cannot have any averfion to
their neighbours, when they are fuch favourites of all around
them. The inhabitants of fome South-fea iflands, mentioned a-
bove (a), appear to have little or no averfion to ftrangers. But
that is a rare inftance, and has {fcarce a parallel in any other part
of the globe. It holds alfo true, that nations the moft remark-
able fm"'p:-‘Ltriutii'm, are equally remarkable for averfion to ftran-
gers. The Jews, the Greeks, the Romans, were equally remark-
able for both. Patriotifin, a vigorous principle among the Eng-
lifh, makes them extremely averfe to naturalize foreigners. The
inhabitants of New Zealand, both men and women, appear to be
of a mild and gentle difpofition ; they treat one another with af-
fection : but are implacable to their enemies, and never give quar-
ter. It is even cuftomary among them to eat the flefh of their ¢-
nemies. ;

To a perfon of humanity, the fcene here exhibited is far from
being agreeable. Man, it may be thought, is of all animals the
moft barbarous; for even animals of prey are innoxious with re-
{pe@ to their own kind 1. Averfion to ftrangers makes a branch

of

* Woltaire, (Univerful Hiftory, ch. 40.), obferving, rightly, that jealouly among
petty princes is produétive of more crimes than among great monarchs, gives a ve-
ry unfatisfaltory reafon, viz. That having little force, they muft employ fraud,
poifon, and other {ecret crimes ; not adverting, that power may be equally di iri-
buted among fmall princes as well as among great. It is antipathy that inftigates

-

fuch crimes, whichis always the moft violent among the neareft neighbours.

{a) Book 1. fketch 1.

+ ¢ Denique cxtera animantia in fuo genere probe degunt : congregari videmus,
{ 11 2 (13 °t
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of ‘our nature: it exifls among individuals in private life ; it
flames high between neighbouring tribes; and is vifible ¢

ven in
infancy. Can fuch perverfity of difpof

ition promote any good
end ¢ This gqueftion, which pierces deep into human nature,
referved to clofe the prefent {ketch,

From the foregoing dedudion, univerfal benevolence, inculca-
ted by feveral writers as a moral duty, is difcovered to be erro-
neous.  OQur appetite for fociety is limited, and our duty muft be
limited in proportion. But,of this more directly when the prin-
ciples of morality are taken under confideration.

We are taught by the great Newton, that ater
fion in matter, are, by alteration of circumit
into the other.

15

action and repul-
ances, converted one
This holds alfo in affeion and averfion, which
not improperly, mental attraftion and repulfion.
Two nations, originally {trangers to each other, m
merce, or other favourable circumftance, become fo well acquaint~
ed, as to change from averfion to affection. The oppofite man-
ners of a capital and of a country-town, afford a good illuftration,
In the latter, people, occupied with their domeftic concerns,
in a manner {trangers to each other: a degree of ay
which gives birth to envy and detraétion,
with public amufemen

may be termed,

ay, by com-

are
erfion prevails,
In the former, a court,
ts, promote general acqualntance : repul-
fion yields to attraction, and people become fond to affociate with,

‘¢ et ftare contra diffimilia: leonum feritas inter f& non dimicat :

ferpentum mor-
“ fus non petit ferpentes; ne mar

is quidem belluw ac pifees, nifi in diy
At, Hercule, homini plurima ex homine funt mala
Prowmium. [In Englifb thus : <« For other animals liv
¢ their fpecies.

erfa gene-
" Pliny, kb, 7,
€ at peace with thofe of
nd unite againft the common
gainft his fpecies: the poifonous ferpent

: the monfters of the fea prey but on thofe fithes thar dif-
fer from them in nature : man alone of animals is foe to man "]

ra, fzviunt,

They gather themfelves in troops, a
enemy. The ferocious lion fights not a
is harmlefs to his kind

-

€

€

-
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their equals. The union of two tribes into one, is another cir
cumftance that converts repulfion into attra@ion. Such conver-
fion, however, is far from being inftantaneous ; witnefs the different
{fmall ftates of Spain, which were not united in affe@ion for many
years after they were united under oné monarch; and this was al-
fo the cafe of the two kingdoms of England and Scotland. In
fome circumftances the converfion is inftantaneous; as where a
ftranger becomes an obje& of pity or of gratitude. Many low
perfons in Britain contributed cheerfully for maintaining fome
French feamen, made prifoners at the commencement of the late

war. It is no lefs inftantaneous, when ltrangers, relying on our

humanity, truft themfelves in our hands. Among the ancients,
it was hofpitality to flrangers only that produced mutual affetion
and gratitude: Glaucus and Diomede were of different countries.
Hofpitality to ftrangers, is a pregnant fymptom of improving
manners. Cafar, {peaking of the Germans (a), fays, ““ Hofpites
* violare, fas non putant: qui, quaqua de caufa; ad eos vene-
“ runt, ab injuria prohibent, fanétofque habent; iis omnium
* domus patent, vitufque communicatur *’ The ancient Spa-
niards were fond of war, and cruel to their enemies ; butin peace,
they pafled their time in finging and dancing, and were remark-
ably hofpitable to the {trangers who came among them. It thews
great refinement in the Celte, that the killing a ftranger was ca-
pital, when the killing a citizen was banilhment only (4). The

* ¢ They hold it facrilege to injure a ftranger.  They protet from outrage, and
venerate thofe who come among them : their houfes are open to them, and they
* are welcome to their tables,”

o

(#) Lib. 6. c. 23. de bello Gallico.

{#) Nicolaus Damafcenus,

Swedes
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Swedes and Goths were eminently hofpitable to ftrangers; as in-
deed were all the northern nations of Europe (a). The negroes of
Fouli, are celebrated by travellers as extremely kind to ftrangers.
The native Brazilians are fingularly hofpitable, A {tranger no
fooner arrives among them than he is furrounded with women,
who wafh his feet, and fet before him to eat the beft things they
have. If a ftranger have occafion to go more than once to the
fame village, the perfon whofe gueft he was takes it much amifs if
he think of changing his lodging.

There are caufes that for a time fufpend enmity between neigh-
bouring ftates. The fmall ftates of Greece, among whom war
had no end, frequently fmothered their enmity to join againft
the formidable monarch of Perfia. There are alfo caufes that fuf-
pend for a time all animofity between fadlions in the fame {tate.
The endlefs factions in Britain about power and pre-eminence,
not a little difagreeable during peace, are laid afleep during a fo-
reign war.

On the other hand, attra&ion is converted into repulfion by
various caufes. One is, the {plitting a great monarchy into many
{mall ftates ; of which the Affyrian, the Perfian, the Roman, and
the Saracen empires, are inftances. The amor patrie, faint in an
extenf{ive monarchy, readily yields to averfion, operating between
two neighbouring ftates, lefs extenfive. This is obfervable be-
tween neighbouring colonies, even of the fame nation: the Eng-
lith colonies in North America, tho' they retain fome affection
for their mother-country, have contraéted an averfion to each o-
ther. And happy for them is fuch averfion, if it prevent their
uniting in order to acquire independency: wars without end
would be the inevitable confequence, as among {fmall ftates in clofe

neighbou rhood.

(d) Saxo Grammaticuss Crantz,

Hitherto
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Hitherto the road has been {mooth, without obftruction, DBut
we have not yet finithed our journey ; and the remaining que-
ftion, viz. How far are men fitted by their nature for being ufeful
members of civil fociety, and for being happy in it, will, I fu-
fpect, lead into a road neither fmooth nor free from obftruction.
The focial branch of human nature would be wofully imperfec,
if man had an appetite for fociety without being fitted for that
ftate: the appetite, inftead of tending to a good end, would be
his bane. And yet, whether he be or be not fitted for fociety,
{feems doubtful, In examining the conduct of man, he is to us
a difguftful objet in his averfion to thofe of a different tribe ; and
I violently fufpeét, that in his behaviour even to thofe of his own
tribe, he will {fcarce be found an agreeable object. That he is fitted
by nature for being an ufeful member of a focial ftate, and for be-
ing happy in it, appears from facts many and various. linftance
firft, feveral correfponding principles or propenfities, that cannot
be exerted nor gratified but in fociety, viz. the propenfities of ve-
racity, and of relying on human teftimony ; appetite for know-
ledge, and defire to communicate knowledge ; anxiety in diftrefs
to be pitied, and fympathy with the diftreffed ; appetite for praife,
and inclination to praife the deferving *. Such correfponding
propenfities, not only qualify men for the focial ftate as far as
their influence reaches, but attract them {weetly into fociety for
the fake of gratification, and make them happy in it. But this is
not all, nor indeed the greater part. Do not benevolence, com-
paflion, magnanimity, heroifin, and the whole train of f{ocial af-
fections, demonftrate our fitnefs for fociety, and our happinefs in
it? And juftice, above all other virtues, promotes peace and con-

* Appetite for praife is inherent even in favages : witnefs thofe of North Ame-
rica, who upon that account are fond of drefs, I mean the men 3 for the women
are fuch miferable flaves as to have no fpirit for ornament.

cord
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cord 1n that ftate. Nor ought the faculty of fpeech to be over-
looked, which in an eminent degree qualifies man for fociety, and
is a plentiful fource of enjoyment in i,

On the other hand, there are facls, not fewer in number, nor
lefs various, tending to evince, that man is ill fitted for {ociety,
L and that there is little happinefs for him in it. What can be

N |

|
| _ more averfe to concord in fociety than diffocial paflions ? and yet
h [ ! F thefe prevail among men. Are not envy, malice, revenge, treach-
| zli.“-r’,l: I ery, d::*ccit, avarice, ambition, &ec. &c. noxious weeds that poi-
i ll fon fociety 7 'We meet every where perfons bent on the (lcft_mc-
| ii;.i i 6] tion of others, evincing that man has no enemics more formj-
‘ | |' | '|: i dable than of his own kind, and of his own tribe. Are not dif~
J Ll L ’ cord and feuds the chief articles in the hiftory of every ftate, fac-

R | tions violently bent againft each other, and frequently breaking
LR out into civil wars 2 Appian’s hiftory of the civil wars of Rome
| Bis | t exhibits a horrid {cene of maffacres, profcriptions, and forfeitures
' 1 the leaders facrificing their firmeft friends, for liberty to fuck the
A L blood of their enemies 5 as if to fhed human blood were the ruling

' paffion of man. But the Romans were far from Bein g fingular: the
polite Greeks, commonly fo chara@erized, were ftill more brutal
and bloody. The following paflage is copied from a celebrated
author (2). “ Not to mention Dionyfius the elder, who is com-
¢ puted to have butchered in cold blood above 10,000 of his fel-
low-citizens ; nor Agathocles, Nabis, and others, flill more
bloody than he; the tranfa®ions even in free governments were
extremely violent and defiru@ive. At Athens, the thirty ty-
rants, and the nobles, in a twelvemonth, murdered without
trial about 1200 of the people, and banifhed above the half of
the citizens that remained. In Argos, near the fame time, the
people killed 1200 of the nobles, and afterward their own de-

(19
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(a) Effuy of the populouftefs of ancient nations, by David Hume, Efy;

(41 =
magogues,
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“ magogues, becaufe they had refufed to carry their profecutions

¢ farther. The people allo in Corcyra killed 1500 of the nobles,
“ and banifhed 1000, Thefe numbers will appear the more fur-
« prifing, if we confider the extreme fmallnefs of thofe ftates.
But all ancient hiftory is full of fuch inftances.,” Upon a re-
volution in the Saracen empire ann, 750, where the Ommiyan fa-
mily was expelled by that of the Abafhans, Abdolah, chief of the

latter, publifhed an act of oblivion to the former, on condition

113

of their taking an oath of allegiance to him. The Ommiyans,
embracing the condition, were in appearance gracioufly received.
But in preparing to take the oath, they were knocked down every
one of them by the Emperor’s guards. And fully to glut the mon-
fter’s cruelty, thefe princes, {till alive, were laid clofe together,
and covered with boards and carpets; upon which Abdolah feaft-

““ in order,” faid he, ‘‘ that we may be exhila-

ed his ofhcers,
¢ rated with the dying groans of the Ommiyans.,” During the
vigour of the feudal fyftem, when every man was a foldier who
afpired to be a gentleman, juftice was no defence againft power, nor
humanity againft bloody refentment. Stormy paflions raged every
where with unrelenting fury ; every place a chaos of confufion
and diftrefs. No man was fecure but in his caftle; and to venture
abroad unlefs well armed, and well attended, would have been an
4@ of high temerity. So litde intercourfe was there among the
French in the tenth century, that an abbot of Clugni, 1nvited by
the Count of Paris to bring fome monks to the abbey of St Maur,
near that city, excufed himfelf for declining a journey through a
ftrange and unknown country. In the hiftory of Scotland, du-
ring the minority of James II. we find nothing but barbarous and
cruel manners, depredations, burning of houfes, bloodfhed and
maflacre without end. Pitfcottie fays, that oppreflion, theft, fa-
crilege, ravifhing of women, were but a dalfiance. How fimilar to
beafts of prey fet loofe againit each other in the Roman circus !
Vou, L 3 B Men
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Men are prone to {plit into parties for the very flighteft caufes ;
and when a caufe is wanting, parties are often formed upon words
merely. Whig and Tory fubfifted long in England, upon no better
foundation. 'The Tories profefled paflive obedience; but decla-
red, that they would not be flaves. The Whigs profelled refift-
ance ; but declared it unlawful to refift, unlefs to prevent the be-
ing made flaves. Had thefe parties been difpofed to unite, they
foon would have difcovered, that they differed in words only,
The fame obfervation is applicable to many religious difputes.
One fe maintains, that we are faved by faith alone; another,
that good works are neceflary. The difference lies merely in
words. The firlt acknowledges, that if a man commit fin, he
cannot have faith ; and confequently under faith are comprehended
good works. The other acknowledges, that good works imply
good intention, or, in other words, faith; and confequently, un-
der good works faith is comprehended (2). The following in-
ftance, folemnly ludicrous, is of parties formed merely from an
inclination to differ, without any caufe real or verbal. No people
were lefs interefted in the late war between the Queen of Hungary
and the King of Pruflia than the citizens of Ravenna. They how-
ever {plit into two parties, which renounced all fociety with each
other. After the battle of Rofbach, a leading partyman withdrew
for a month, without once thowing his face in public. But our
catalogue 1s not yet complete. Differences concerning civil mat-
ters make no figure compared with what concern religion. It is
lamentable to obferve, that religious fects refemble neighbouring
{tates; the nearer they are to one another, the greater is their ran-
cour and animofity. But as all hiftories are full of the cruelty
and defolation occafioned by differences in religious tenets, I can-
not bear to dwell longer upon fuch horrid fcenes,

{a) See Knox's Ecclefialtical Hiltory of Scotland, p. 13,
What
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What conclufion are we to draw from the foregoing fa&s, fo
inconfiftent in appearance with each other? Iam utterly at a
lofs to reconcile them, otherwife than by holding man to be a
compound of principles and paflions, fome focial, fome diffocial,
Oppofite principles or paflions cannot at the fame inftant be ex-
erted upon the fame object (a) ; but they may be exerted at the
fame inftant upon different objeéts, and at different times upon
the fame object. This obfervation ferves indeed to explain a feem-
ing inconfiftency in our nature, as being at one time highly focial,
and at another time no lefs diffocial : but it affords not a folution
to the queftion, Whether, upon the whole, men be fitted for foci-
ety, and for being happy in it. In order to a folution, we find
it neceflary to take a fecond view of the natural hiftory of man.

In 2 nafcent fociety, where men hunt and fith in common,
where there is plenty of game, and where the fenfe of property
is faint, mutual affetion prevails, becaufe there is no caufe of
difcord ; and diffocial paflions find fufficient vent againft neigh-
bouring tribes. Such is the condition of the North-American fa-
vages, who continue hunters and fifhers to this day; and fuch is
the condition of all brute animals that live in fociety, as men-
tioned above. The ifland Otaheite is divided into many {mall
cantons, having each a chief of its own. Thefe cantons never
make war on each other, tho’ they are frequently at war with the
inhabitants of neighbeuring iflands. The inhabitants of the new
Philippine iflands, if Facher Gobien be credited, are better fitted
for {ociety than any other known nation, Sweetnefs of temper,
and love to do good, form their character. They never commit
a@s of violence: war they have no notion of ; and it is a proverb
among them, That a man never puts a man to death. Plato places
the fear of juftice and of happinefs among the firlt men; and a-

{2) Elements of Criticifin, wol. 1. p. 143. edit. §.

2 B mong
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mong them exifted the golden age, if it ever did exift, But when
a nation, becoming populous, begins with rearing flocks and
herds, proceeds to appropriate land, and is not fatisfied without
matters of luxury over and above; felfifhnefs and pride gain
ground, and become ruling and unruly paffions., Caufes of difs
cord multiply, vent is given to avarice and refentment ; and a-
mong a people not yet perfectly fubmiilive to government, diffocial
paflions rage, and threaten a total diflolution of fociety : nothing
indeed fufpends the impending blow, but the unwearied, tho’ fi-

lent, operation of the focial appetite. Such was the condition of

the Greeks at a certain period of their progrefs, as mentioned a-
bove ; and fuch was the condition of Europe, and of France in
particular, during the anarchy of the feudal fyftem; when all
wus difcord, blood, and rapine, In general, where-ever avarice
and diforderly paffions be.r rule, I boldly pronounce, that men
are ill qualified for fociety.

Providence extrats order out of confufion. Men, in‘a fociety
fo uncomfortable, are taught by dire experience, that they muft
either renounce fociety, or qualify themfelves for it — the choice
is cafy, but how difficult the pradtice! After infinite ftruggles,
appetite for fociety prevailed ; and rime, that univerfal conque-
ror, perfefted men in the art of fubduing their paflions, or of
diflembling them. Finding now no enjoyment but in {ociety, we
are folicitous about the good-will of others ; and we adhere to ju-
flice and good manners : diforderly paflions are fupprefled, kind-
ly afte¢tions encouraged, and men become lefs unfit for fociery
than formerly.

But is the progrefs of men toward the perfeion of fociety to ftop
here? are luft of power and of property to-continue for ever leading
principles? are envy, revenge, treachery, deceit, never to have an
end ? * How devoutly to be wifhed, (it will be faid), that all men
* were upright and honeft ; and that all of the fame nation were

“ united

.
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¢ united like afingle family in concord and mutual affetion! Here
“ indeed would be perpetual funfhine, a golden age, a ftate ap-
¢ proaching to that of good men made perfect in heavenly man-
“ fions.,” Beware of indulging fuch pleafing dreams, The {yftem
of Providence differs widely from our wifhes ; and fhall ignorant
man venture to arraign Providence? Are we qualified to judge of
the whole, when but fo fmall a part is vifible? It is our duty to
believe, that were the whole vifible, it would appear beautiful.
We are not however reduced to an aét of pure faith: a glimmer-
ing light, breaking in, makes it at leaft doubtful, whether upon
the whole it be not really better for us to be as we are. Let us
follow that glimmering light to fee where it will lead us.

I begin with obferving, that tho’ in our prefent condition we
fuffer much diftrefs from felfith and diffocial paffions, yet cuftom
renders our diftrefles familiar, and hardens us not only to bear
but to brave them. Strit adherence to the rules of juftice would
indeed fecure our perfons and our property : robbery and murder
would vanifh, and locks and guns be heard of no more. So far
excellent, were no new evils to come in their place: but the void
muft be filled, and mental diftreffes would break in of various
kinds, fuch particularly as proceed from refined delicacy and nice
fenfibility of honour, little regarded while we are expofed to dan-
gers more alarming. And whether the change would be much
to our advantage, appears doubtful: pain as well as pleafure
is meafured by comparifon; and the flighteft pain, fuch for ex-
ample as arifes from a tranfgreffion of civility or good-breed-
ing, will overwhelm a perfon who has never felt any more fevere.
At any rate, natural evils will remain ; and that extreme delicacy
and foftnefs of temper which are produced by eternal peace and
concord, would render fuch evils unfupportable: the flight in-
conveniencies of a rough road, bad weather, or homely fare, would
become ferious evils, and affli@ the traveller paft enduring. The

French,
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French, among whom fociety las obfained a more refined polifh
than in any other natien, have becomie fo fofe and delicate as to lofe
all fortitude indiftrefs. They cannot bear even a reprefentation
of fevere afHliction in a tragedy : an Englifh audience would fall
afleep at the flight diftrefles that make a deep impreflion in the
French theatre.

But now fuppofing, that a ferupulous adherence to the rules of
morality would be a real improvement in fi ociety; yet to me it ap-
pears evident, that men as individuals would fuffer more by that
improvement, than they would gain as members of fociety. In
order to preferve the rules of juftice untainted, and to maintain
perfect concord and affetion among men, all diffocial ahd felfith
paflions muft neceflarily be extirpated, or brought under abfolute
{ubjection. Attend to the confequences : they deferve our moft
fober attention. Agitation is requifite to ‘the mind 'as well as to
the body : a man engaged in a brifk purfuit, whether of bufinefs
or of pleafure, is in his element, and in high fpirits : but when
no object is in view to be attained or to be avoided, his {pirits
flag, and he finks into languor and defpondence. * To prevent
a condition {o baneful to man, heis provided with many paflions,
which impel him to a&ion without intermiffion, and envigorate
both mind and body. ' But upon the prefent fuppofition, fearce
any motive to action would remain ; and man, reduced to a lethar-
gic ftate, would rival no being above an oyfter or a fenfitive plant.

Nor ought it to be overlooked, that an uniform life of peace,
tranquillity, and fecurity, would not be long relithed. Conftant
repetition of the fame pleafures, would render even a golden age
ta'telefs, like an Iralian fky during a long fummer, Nature has for
wife purpofes imprefled upon us a tafte for variety (¢); and with-

ut it, life would be altogether infipid, Paraguai, when govern-

{a) Elements of Criticifin, vol, 1, p. 320. edit. 5.

ed
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ed by the Jefuits, affords a fine illuftration. It was divided into
parifhes, in each of which a Jefuit prefided as king, prieft, and
prophet, The natives were not fuffered to have any property, but
laboured inceffantly for their daily bread, which was delivered to
them out of a public magazine. The men were employ’d in agri-
culture, the women in {pinning; and certain precife hours were
allotted for labour, for food, for prayer, and for fleep *, They
funk into fuch a liftlefs {tate of mind, as to have no regret at dy-
ing when attacked by difeafe or by old age. Such was their indif-
ference about what might befall them, that tho’ they adored the
Jefuits, yet they made no oppofition, when the fathers were, ann.
1767, attacked by the Spaniards, and their famous republic demo-
lithed. = The monkifh life is contradictory to the nature of man:
the languor of that ftate is what in all probability tempts many a
monk and nun, to find occupation even at the expence of virtue.
The life of the Maltefe knights is far from being agrecable, now
that their knight-errantry againft the Turks has fubfided. While
they refide in the ifland, a firi@ uniformity in their manner of li-
ving 1s horridly irkfome. Abfence is their only relief, when they

an obtain permiflion. There will not at laft remain a knight in
the ifland, except fuch as by office are tied to attendance.

I proceed to another confideration. Familiarity with danger is ne-
cellary to eradicate our natural timidity ; and fodeeply rooted is that
principle, that familiarity with danger of one fort, does not harden us
with refpect to any other fort. A foldier, bold as a lion in the field, is

* Befide Paraguai tea, for which there is great demand in Pern, cotton, tobac-
€0, and fugar-cancs, were cultivated in Paraguai, and the produ was ftored up in
magazines.  No Indian durft keep in his houfe fo much as an ounce of any of
thefe commedities, under pain of recciving twelve lathes in honour of the twelve
apoltles, befide fafting three days in the houfe of corre@ion. The fathers feldom
inflicted a capital punifhment, becaufe it deprived them of a profitable flave,

faint-hearted
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faint-hearted at fea, like a child; and a feaman, who braves the
winds and waves, trembles when mounted on a horfe of fpirit,
Courage does not fupsrabound at prefent, even in the midft of
dangers and unforefeen accidents : fedentary manufaturers, who
feldom are in the way of harm, are remarkably pufillanimous,
What would men be in the fuppofed condition of univerfal peace,
concord, and fecurity ? they would rival a hare or a moufe in ti-
midity. Farewell, upon that {uppofition, to courage, magnani-
mity, heroilm, and to every paflion that ennobles human nature !
There may perhaps be men, who, hugging themfelves in being
fecure againft harm, would not be altogether averfe to fuch dege-
neracy. Butif {fuch men there be, I pray them only to refle, that
in the progrefs from infancy to maturity, -all nations do not ripen
equally. One nation may have arrived at the fuppofed perfe@ion
of fociety, before another has advanced much beyond the favage
ftate. - What fecurity hath the former againft the latter ! . Pre-
cifely the fame that timid fheep have againft hungry wolves.

I {hall finith with one other effeét of the fuppofed perfection of
fociety, more degrading, if poflible, than any mentioned. Exer-
cife, as obferved above, is not lefs eflential to the mind than to
the body. The reafoning faculty, for example, without conftant
and varied exercife, will remain weak and undiftinguifhing to the
end of life. By what means doth a man acquire pr;.ldencc and
forefight, but by practice? It is precifely here as in the body:
deprive a child of motion; and it will never acquire any ftrength
of limbs, The many difficulties that men encounter, and their va-
rious objets of purfuit, roufe the underftanding, and fet the
reafoning faculty at work for means to accomplifh defire; The
mind, by continual exercife, ripens to its perfe&ion; and, by the
fame means, is preferved in vigour. It would have no fuch exer-
cife in the fuppofed perfection of fociety; where there would be
little to be defired, and lels to be dreaded: our mental faculties

would
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would for ever lie dormant ; and we fhould remain for ever igno-
rant that we have fuch faculties. The people of Paraguai are
defcribed as mere children in underftanding. What wonder, con=
fidering their condition under Jefuit government, without am-
bition, without property, without fear of want, and without de-
fires? The wants of thofe who inhabic the torrid zone are eafily
fupplied : they need no cloathing, fcarce any habitation; and
fruits, which ripen there to perfection,’ give them food without
labouring for it. Need we any other caufe for their inferiority of
underftanding, compared with the inhabitants of other climates,
where the mind, as well as body, are conftantly at work for pro-
curing neceffaries ™ ?

That

* The bleflings of eafe and inadtion are moft poetically difplay’d in the fol-
Jowing defcription. & O felix Lapo, qui in vitimo angulo mundi fic bene lates,
“ contentus ¢t innocens. Tu nec times annonw charitatem, nec Martis preelia,
“ quw ad was oras pervenire nequeunt, {ed fHorentiflimas Europ provincias et
¢ urbes, unico momento, fepe dejiciunt et delent. Tu dormis hic fub tua pellz,
¢ gb omnibus curis, contentionibus, rixis, liber, ignorans quid fic invidia. Tu
« nulla nofti diferimina, nifi tonantis Jovis fulmina. Tua ducis innocentiflimos
¢ ruos annos ultra centenarium numerum, cum facili fenefture et inmma {anitate.
 Te latent myriades morberum nobis Europwis communcs. Tu vivis in fylvis,
< avis inftar, nec fementem facis, nec inetis; tamen alit te Deus optimus eptime.”
Linpeus, Flora Lapponica.— [In Englifp thus : *¢ O happy Laplander, who, on the
« utmoft verge of habitable earth, thus livelt obfcure in reft, content, and inno-
4 cence. Thou feareft not the feanty crop, nor ravages of war; and thofe cala-
6 mities which wafte whole provinces and towns, can ne'er atain thy peaceful
« {hores. Wrapt in thy covering of fur, thou canit fecurcly fleep ; a ftranger to
« each rumultuous care ;3 unenvying and unenvied. Thou feareft no danger, but
i from the thunder of heaven. Thy harmlefs days flide on in innocence, beyond |
¢ the period of a century. Thy health is firm; and thy declining age is tran-
“ quil. -Millions of difeales which ravage the reft of the world, have never reach-
¢ ed thy happy climate. Thou liveft as the birds of the wood, thou careft not to

't
Voir.L 3 C =50

« fow nor reap, fur bountcous Providence has fupplicd thee in all thy wants,”
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That curious writer Mandevil, who is always entertaining, if
he does not always inftru@, exults in maintaining a propofition
feemingly paradoxical, That private vices are public benefits, He
proves indeed, moft triumphantly, that theft produced locks and
bars, and that war produced fwords and guns. But what would
have been his triumph, had he difcovered, that felfith and diffo-
cial vices promote the moft elevated virtues, and that if fuch vices
were eradicated, man would be a groveling and contemptible be-
ing ?

How rafhly do men judge of the condué of Providence! So
flattering to the imagination is a golden age, a life of perpetual
fun-thine, as to have been a favourite topic among poets, an-
cient and modern. Impreffed with the felicity of fuch a ftate, it
is not eafy to be fatisfied with our condition in this life, Such a
Jumble of good and ill, malice mixed with benevolence, friend-
thip alloy’d with fraud, ‘peace with alarms of war, and frequent
bloody wars,—can we avoid concluding, that in this unhappy
world chance prevails more than wifdom ? What better caufe
can freethinkers wifh for declaiming againft Providence, while
men better difpofed, figh inwardly, and muft be filent *? Bue

behold

~—— 50 cloquent a panegyrift upon the Lapland life, would make a capital figure

ipon an oyfter. No creature is freer from want, no creature freer from war,
i probably no creature is freer from fear 3 which, alas! is not the cafe of the
Laplander.

L’homme qui ne peut que par l¢c nombre, qui o’eft fore que par {2 réunion,

qui n'eft henreux que par la paix, a la fureur de s*armer pour fon malheur et de
combattre potr {a ruine. Excite par Pinfatiable avidite, aveuglé par Iambition en-
core plus infatiable, il renonce aux fentiments d° humanité, cherche 3 £ entre-dé-
cruire, fe detruit en cffets et apres ces jours de fang et de carnage, lorfque la fu-
mée de ln gloire S’¢ft diffipée, il voit d’un ocil trifte la terre devaftée, les arts en-

{evelies,
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behold the blindnefs of men with refpect to the difpenfations of
Providence! A golden age would to man be more poifonous
than

fevelies, les nations difperfécs, les peuples affoiblis, fon propre bonheur ruing, et fa
puiflince réelle aneantic.

¢ Grand Dicu! dont la feule préfence foutient la nature et maintient I’ harmo-
“ nie des loix de Punivers; Vous, qui du tréne immobile de I’empirée, voyez
*¢ rouler fous vos pieds toutes les fpheres celeftes fans choc et fans confufion ; qui
“ du fein du repos, reproduifez a chaque inftant leurs mouvemens immenfes, et
% feul regificz dans unc paix profonde ce nombre infini de cienx et de mondes;
¥ rendez, rendez enfin le calme & la terre agitée! Qu’elle foit dans le filence !
“ Qu’a vorre voix la difcorde et la guerre ceflent de faire retenter leurs clameurs
¢ orgucilleufes ! Dieu de bonte, auteur de tous les étres, vos regards paternels
 embraflent tous les objets de la eréation : mais Phomme eft votre étre de choix ;
¢ vous avez .clairé fon ame d’une rayon de votre lumiére immortelle 3 comblez
*¢ vos bienfaits en pénétrant fon ceeur d’un trait de votre amour: ce fentiment di-
* vin {e repandant par-tout, réunira les natures ennemies; I’ homme ne craindra
¢ plus I’ afpect de I’ homme, le fer homicide n’armera plus fa mainj le feu devo-
“ rant de la guerre ne fera plus tarir la fource des générations; P'efpéce humaine

AL

** maintenant atfoiblie, mutilee, moifionnée dans fa fleur, germera de nouveau et
¢ {e multipliera fans nombre ; la nature accablée fous le poids de fleanx, ftérile,
(11

abandonnee, reprendra bientdt avee une nouvelle vie fon ancienne fecondite; et
“ nous, Dieu Bienfaiteur, nous la feconderons, nous la cultiverons, nous "obfer-
* verons fans cefle pour vous offrir & chaque inftant un nouveau tribur de recon-
“ noiffance et d’admiration.” Buffon Hiffoire Naturelle, vol. 9. Bvo. edit,

[In Englifb thus : * Man who is powerful only by numbers, whoft firength
confilts in the union of forces, and whofe happinefs is to be found alone in a ftare
of peace, has yet the madnels to take arms for his own mifery, and fight to the
ruin of his fpecies. Urged on by infatiable avarice, and blinded by ambition ftill

more infatiable, he banithes from his breaft every fentiment of f“,n\_;.“jt};, and, ea-
ger for the deftruction of his fellow-creatures, in efledt deftroys himfelf. When the
days of blood and carnage ave paft, when the vapour of glory is diffipated, he looks
around with a forrowful eye upon the defolated earth, he fees the arts extindl,
the nations difperfed, and population dead s his happinefs is ruined, and his
power is reduced to nothing.

“ Great God! whofe fole prefence fuftains the creative pewer, and rules the

&
ol B “ harmeny




i 488 GIVIL® 3O el'ETH. Book 11,

~

than Pandora’s box; a gift; fweet in the mouth, but bitter,

' - , | bitter, in the flomach, Let us then forbear repining; for the fub=-
BRI ject before us muft afford convidtion, if any thing can, that our

| AR || | l--' beft courfe 15 to fubmit humbly to whatever befals, and to reft
' fatistied, that the world is governed by wifdom, not by chance.

vidence, and of divine government ? DBut as men ripén in the

| ! 1 L What can be expected of barbarians, but utter ignorance of Pro-
il |
1

|

|

| : 1 :
| i knowledge of caufes and effe@s, the benevolence as well as wif-
Ll o o - - .
dom of a fuperintending Being become more and more apparent.

f | ! How pleafant is that obfervation! Beautiful final caufes without

-

|,|
i J ¥ harmony of nature’s laws ! who from thy permanent celeftial throne beholdeft
| the motion of the nether fpheres, all-perfect in their courfe which knows no

ft change; who broughteft from out the womb of reft by endlefs reprodudtion

0 R ** thofc never-cealing movements; who ruleit in peace the infinity of worlds: E-
|
&

€

-

-

ternal God ! vouchfafe at length to fend a portion of that heavenly peace to

; | IT il # calm the agitated earth, Let every tumult ceafe: at thy celeftial voice, no more

-

L bz heard around the proud and clamorous fhouts of war and difcord. All-
RRHEN L | 5

\ (i l i bounteous Creator! Author of being | each objelt Uflh‘y works partakes of thy
i

-

paternal care; but chief of all, thy chofen ereature man. Thou haft beftowed

i
| I i & . - P 4 "
| [i i # on him a ray of thine immortal lighe; 0 dujgn to crown that g:fl:, b:,r penetrating

|l e
| :

his heart with a portion of thy love. Soon will that heavenly fentiment, perva-

ding his nature, reconcile each warring and contradiftory principle : man will

no longer dread the fight of man: the murdering blade will fleep within its
fheath : the fire of war will ceafe to dry up the fprings of generation: the hu-

l 3
{ il l  man race, now languithing and withering in the bloom, will bud afrefh, and
|

| ¢ multiply : nature, which now finks beneath the fcourge of mifery, fierile and
s¢ defolated, will foon renew her wafted firength, and regain her firft fertility.
(il “ We, O God of benevolence, we thy creatures will fecond the blefling. It will
i ¥ be ours to beftow on the earth that culture which beft can aid her fruitfulnefs ;

# and we will pay to thee the molt acceptable of facrifices, in endlefs gratitude and

“ adoration.”

M. Buffon’s devotional fits are fervent : pity it is, that they are not better directed.

number

|
[ How natural is this prayer ; how unnatural the ftate thus anxiouily requefted !
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number have been difcovered in the material as well as moral
world, with refpect to many particulars that once appeared dark
and gloomy. Many continue to have that appearance: but with
refpect to thefe, is it too bold to maintain, that an argument from
ignorance, a {lender argument at any rate, 15 altogether infuffi=
cient in judging of divine government? How falutary is it for
man, and how comfortable, to reft on the faith, that whatever is,
is the beft !

SEETCH
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