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ProcrEss OF STaTES from fmall to great, and
from great to fmall.

Hen tribes, originally fmall, fpread wider and wider by
_ population till they become neighbours, the flighteft dif-
ferences enflame mutual averfion, and inftigate hoftilities that ne-
ver end. Weak tribes unite for defence againft the powerful, and
become infenfibly one people: other tribes are fwallow'd up by
conqueft. And thus ftates become more and more extenfive, till
they are confined by feas or mountains. Spain originally contain-
ed many fmall ftates, which were all brought under the Roman
yoke. In later times, it was again poflefled by many ftates, Chri-
ftian and Mahometan, continually at war, till by conqueft they
were united in one great kingdom. Portugal f{till maintains its in-
dependency, a blefling it owes to the weaknefs of Spain, not to
advantage of fituation. The finall ftates of Iraly were fubdued by
the Romans ; and thofe of Greece by Philip of Macedon, and his
fon Alexander. Scotland efcaped narrowly the paws of Edward L
of England ; and would at laft have been conquered by its more
potent neighbour, had not conqueflt been prevented by a federal
union.
But at that rate, have we not reafon to dread the union of all
nations under one univer{al monarch ? - There are feveral caufcs
that for ever will prevent a calamity fo dreadful. The local ficua-

tion
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tion of fome countries, defended by ftrong natural barriers, is one
of thefe. Britain is defended by the fea ; and fo is Spain, except
where divided from France by the Pyrenean mountains, Furope
in gcneml, by many barriers of f{eas, rivers, and mountains, 1s
fitted for ftates of moderate extent : not {o Afia, which being di-
vided into very large portions, 1s prepared by nature for extenfive
monarchies ¥, Ruflia is the only exception in Europe; a weak
kingdom by fituation, tho' rendered formidable by the extraordi-
nary talents of one man, and ef more than one woman.

A {econd caufe is the weaknefs of a great ftate. The ftrength
of a ftate doth not increafc with its bulk, more than that of a man.
An overgrown empire, far from being formidable to its neigh-
bours, falls to picces by its weight and unwieldynefs. Its fron-
tiers are not eafily guarded: witmefs France, which is much weak-
ened by that circumftance, tho™its greater part is bounded by the
fea, Patriotifim vanithes in a great monarchy: the provinces
have no mutual conneion ; and the diftant provinces, which
muft be governed by bathaws, are always ripe for a revolt. To
fecure Nicomedia, which had frequently fuffered by fire, Pliny
fuggefted to the Emperor Trajan, a fire-company of one hundrec

% Tn Afie on a tonjours vu de grands empires; en Europe ils n'ont jamais pu
fubfifter. Cleft que 'Afiz que nous connoiffoas a de plus grandes plaines : clie
eft couple en plus grands morceaux par les montagnes et les mers; €t comme elle
eft plus au midi, les fources y font plus aifement taries, les montagnes y font moins
couvertes des nieges, ct les fleuves, moins groflis, ¥ forment des moindres barriers.
L*Efprit des Loixy liv. 17.¢. 6. — [T Engli/b thus : * In Afia there have always been
st great empires: fuch could never fubfift in Eorope. The reafon is, that in Afia
¢ there are larger plains, and itis cut by mountains and {eas inte more extenfive
< divifions: as it lies more to the fouth, its fprings are more eafily dried up,
& the mountains are lefs covered with {now, and the rivers proportionally fmaller

& form lels confiderable barriers.”

Vor. L 3 F ' and
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and fifty men. So infirm at that period was the Roman empire,
that Trajan durft not put the project in execution, fearing difturh-
ances even from that fmall body.

‘The chief caufe is the luxury and' effeminacy of a great mo--
narchy, which leave no appetite for war, either in the fovereign
or 1n his fubje@s. Great mequality of rank in an extenfive king-
dom, occafioned by a conftant flow of riches into the capital, in-
troduces thow, expenfive living, luxury, and fenfuality, Riches,
by affording gratification to every fenfual appetite, become an
idol to which all men bow the knee; and when riches are wor-
thipped as a pafiport to power, as well as to pleafure, they corrupt
the heart, eradicate every virtue; and fofter every vice, In fuch
diffolution of manners, contradictions are reconciled : avarice and
meannefs unite: with vanity ; diffimulation and cunning, with.

R {plendor. Where fubje@s are {o corrupted, what will the prince

' ¥ ;,;1||__-_ -. be, who is not taught to moderate his paflions, who meafiires Ju=

‘ A f| | ' flice by appetite; and who is debilitated by corporeal pleafures ?

b E’Eri Such a prince never thinks of heading his own troops, nor of ex-.

! {ite tending his dominions..  Moftazen, the laft Califf of Bagdat, is a
1 it

confpicuous inftance of the degeneracy defcribed. His kingdom
being invaded by the Tartars in the year 1258, he thut himfelf up:
m his feraglio- with his debauched companions, as in profound:
peace ; and, ftupified with {loth and voluptuoufnefs, was the only
perfon who appeared. carelefs. about the fate of his empire A,
King of Perfia, being informed that the Turks had made them-
iclves mafters of his beft provinces, anfwered, that he was indif-.
ferent about their fuccef3, provided. they would not difturb him
in his city of Hpahan, I—IL:-atl.’Em;:g-1 the laft Chinefe Emperor of
the Chinefe race, hid himfelf in his palace, w

hile the Tartars
were wrefling from him his northern provinces, and Liftching, a
rebel mandarine, was wrefting from him the remainder. The

Emprefs ftrangled herfelf in her apartment ; and the Emperor,

making:
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making a laft effort, followed her example. The ninth Chinefs
Emperor of the blood of Genhizcan, addicted to women and
priefts, was defpifed by his people. A perfon without a name,
who had been a fervant in a convent of Bonzes, putting himfelf
at the head of fome robbers, dethroned the monarch, and extin-
guifhed the royal family,

The Tonquinefe, after a long fubjeftion to the Emperor of
China, regained their independence, and were governed by kings
of their own nation. Thefe princes having by long peace become
indolent, luxurious, and effeminate, abandoned the government
of the kingdom to their minifters. The governor of Cochin-
china, being at a great diftance from the capital, revolted firft,
and that country became a feparate kingdom. The governor of
‘Tonquin, within which province the King refided, ufurped the
{overeignty : but refpe@ing the royal family, he only locked up
the King in his palace; leaving to the King’s defcendents the
name of Bova, or King, with fome fhadow of royalty, ‘The u-
furper and his fucceflors content themftlves with the title of
Chova, or Generaliflimo ; which fatisfies the people, who pierce
no deeper than what eyefight difcovers, A revolution of the fame
kind happened in Japan. Similar caufes produce fimilar effedis.
The luxurious and indolent fuccellors of Charlemagne in the king-
dom of France, trufting their power and authority with the mairs
of their palace, were never feen in public, and were feldom heard
of. The great power of thefe officers, inflamed them with an
appetite for more. Pepin and his fucceffors were for a lon g time
Kings de faclo, leaving to the rightful fovereign nothing but the
empty name. Charles Martel reigned for fome time without e-

ven naming a king. And at laft Pepin the younger, ann, 751,

throwing off the mafk, ordered himfelf to be proclaimed Kin

%
g of
France.

Montefquieu, difcourfing of luxury in great empires, and ef-

3 Fig feminacy
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feminacy in the monarchs, defcribes the danger of revolutions,
from ambitious men bred to war, in the following words. * En

(11

€L

c

effet 1l étoit naturel que des Empereurs nourris dans les fatigues

lc la guerre, qui parvenoient a faire defcendre du trone une fa-
mitle noyce dans les delices, confervaflent la vertu quiils avoi-
nt eprouvée fi utile, et craigniffent les voluptés qu’ils avoient
vie {1 funeftes. Mais apres ces trois ou quatre premiers princes,

la corruption, le luxe, I'oifivété, les delices, s'emparent des
fuccefTeurs 3 ils " enferment dans le palais, leur efprit s’ affoi-
blit, leur vie " accourcit, la famille decline; les grands s’ élévent,
les eunuques s acreditent, -on ne met fur le trone que des en-
{ans; le palais devient ennemi de I’ empire, un people oifif qui
I’ habite, ruinecelui qui travaille; I' Empereur eft tué ou deftruit

* par un ufurpateur, qui fonde une famille, dont le troifieme ou

quatrieme fuccefleur va dans le meme palais fe renfermer en-
core * (a).”

Little reafon then have we to apprehend the coalition of all na-

tions into an univerfal monarchy, We fee indeed in the hiftory
of mankind, frequent inftances of the progrefs of nations from

1

[11

(11

[

(11

1)

14

L4

'

# ¢ Tt was indeed natural, that emperors, trained up to all the fatigues of war,
who had effeéted the dethronement of a family immerfed in fenfual pleafures,
{hould adhere to that virtue of which they had experienced the utility, and
dread that voluptuoufnefs whofe futal effects they had feen. But after a fuccedlion
of three or four fuch princes, corruption, Iuxury, and indolence, appear again
in their fucceflors: they fhut themfelves up in their palace, their foul’ is ener-
vated, their life is fhortened, and their family declines : the grandees acquire
power, the eunuchs gain credit, and children are fet on the throne; the palace
is at variance with the cmpirc, the indolent fratefmen ruin the induftrious people.
The Emperor is affaflinated or depofed by an ufurper, who founds a new race
of monarchs, of which the third or fourth in fucceffion, finking again into in-
dolence, pur{'ucs the fame courfe of ruin, and lays the foundation of a new

¢ change.”

fe) Llefprit des Loix, liv, 7. chap. 7+
{mall
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finall to great ; but we feealfo inftances no lefs frequent, of extenfive
monarchies being fplit into many fmall ftates. Such is the courfe
of human affairs : {tates are feldom ftationary ; but, like the fun,
are either advancing to their meridian, or falling down gradually
till they fink into obfcurity. An empire fubjected to effeminate
princes, and devoid of patriotiim, cannot long fubfift entire, The
fate of all, with very few exceptions, has been uniformly the
fame, 'The governors of provinces, lofing all regard for a volup-
tuous and effeminate monarch, take courage, fet up for them-
felves, and affume regal authority, each in his own province.
The puiffant Affyrian monarchy, one of the earlieft we read of in
hiftory, after having been long a terror to its neighbours, was dif-
membered by the governors of Media and of Babylon, whodetached
thefe extenfive provinces from the monarchy. Mahomet and his
smmediate fucceffors ereed a great empire, of which Bagdat be-
came the capital. The later Califfs of that race, poifoned with fen-
fual pleafure, loft all vigour of mind, and funk down into {lothy
and effeminacy. The governors of the diftant provinces, were the
firft who ventured to declare themfelves independent, Their fuc-
cefs invited other governors, who firipped the Califf’ of his re-
maining provinees, leaving him nothing but the city of Bagdat;
and of that he was deprived by the Tartars, who put an end
to that once illuftrious monarchy. The fame would have been the
fate of the Perfian empire, had it not been fubdued by Alexander
of Macedon. But after his death, it fubmitted to the ordinary
fate : his generals aflumed regal power, each of them in the pro-
vince he govcrned. Had not the Roman empire been difmem-
bered by the barbarians, it would have been difimembered by the
governors of its provinces. The weaknefs of Charlemagne’s fuc~
ceffors, hatched in France and in Germany an endlefs number of
petty fovereigns. About the time that a paffage to the Eaft In-
dies by the Cape of Good Hope was difcovered, the great penin-

fula
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fula beyond the Ganges was comprehended under the powerful
empire of Bifnagar. Its firft monarchs had eftablifhed themfelves
by valour and military knowledge. In war, they headed their
troops : in peace, they directed their minifters, vifited their do-
minions, and were punétual in rendering juftice to high and low.
The people carried on an extenfive and lucrative commerce, which
brought a revenue to the Emperor that enabled him to maintain
a flanding army of roe,000 foot, 30,000 horfe, and 700 elephants.
But profperity and opulence ruined all. The Emperors, poifoned
with pride and voluptuoufnefs, were now contented with {welling
titles, inftead of folid fame. King of kings, and Husband of a thoufand
wives, were at the head of a long catalogue of fuch pompous,
but empty epithets, Corrupted by flattery, they affected divine
honours, and appeared rarely in public ; leaving the care of their
dominions to their minifters, and to the governors of their pro-
vinces. At the beginning of the fixteenth century, neighbourin g
princes encroached on all fides. In the 1565, Bifnagar the ca-
pital was taken and facked by four Moorifh kings. The ‘gover-
nors of the provinces declared themfelves independent ; and out
of that great empire {prung the kingdoms of Golconda, Vifapour,
and feveral others. The empire of Hindoftan, once widely ex-
tended, is now reduced to a very fimall kingdom, under a prince
who no longer is intitled to be defigned the Great Mogul ; the
governors of his provinces having, as ufual, declared themfelves
independent.

Our North-American colonies are in a profperous condition, in-
crealing rapidly in population, and in opulence. The colonifts have
the {pirit of a firee people, and are enflamed with patriotifin, Their
population will equal that of Britain and Ireland in lefs than a
century ; and they will then be a match for the morher-country, if
they chufe to be independent: every advantage will be on their
fide, as the attack muft be by fea from a very great diftance, Be-

in g
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mg thus delivered from a foreign yoke, their firft care will be
the choice of a proper government ; and it is not difficult to fore-
fee what government will be chofen. A people animated with the
new bleflings of liberty and independence, will not incline to a
kingly government. The Swif; cantons joined in a federal union,
for protection againft the potent houfe of Auftria ; and the Dutch
embraced the like union, for proteion again{t the more potent
King of Spain. But our colonies will never join in fuch a union ;
becaufe they have no potent neighbour, and becaufe they have
an averfion to each other. We may pronounce then with tolerable
certainty, that each colony will chufe for itfzlf a republican go-
vernment. And their prefent conftitution prepares them for it :
they have a fenate; and they have an affembly reprefenting the
people. No change will be neceflary, but to drop the governor
who reprefents the King of Britain. And thus 2 part of a great
{tate will be converted into many {mall {tates,

SEETCH
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