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482 CIVIL 8QCIETY. Book II,

St Ll ity VI.

EXAMINATION OF BRITISH TAxES,

Here is no political fubjec of greater importance to Britain,
than the prefent: a whole life might be profitably beftow’d

on it, and a large volume. My part is only to fuggeft hints;
which will eccur in confidering taxes with regard. to their effects.
And in that view, they may be commodiouily diftinguifhed into

five kinds, Fir{t, Taxes that encreafe the public revenue, with-

out producing any other effed, good or bad. Second, Taxes that
encreale the public revenue; and are alfo beneficial to manufac-
turcs and commerce. Third, Taxes that encreafe the public re-
venue; but are hurtful to manufactures and commerce, Fourth,
Taxes that are hurtful to manufadtures and commerce, without
encreafing. the public revenue. - Fifth, Taxes that are hurtful to
manufactures and commerce ; and alfo leffen the public revenue,
I proceed to inftances of each kind.

The land-tax is an illuftrious inftance of the firft kind : it pro-
duces a revenue to the public, levied with very little expence:
and it hurts no mortal ; for a landholder who pays for having
him{elf and his eftate proteGted, cannot be faid to be hurt. The
duty on coaches is of the fame kind. Both taxes at the {fame time
are agreeable to found principles. Men ought to contribute to the
public revenue, according to the benefit that protection affords
them : a rich man requires proteCtion for his pofleflions, as well
as for his perfon, and therefore ought to contribute largely: a

poor
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poor man requires protection for his perfon only, and therefore
ought to contribute very little.

A tax on foreign luxuries is an inftance of the fecond kind. It
encreafes the public revenue: and it greatly benefits individuals ;
not only by reftraining the confumption of foreign lixuries, but
by encouraging our own manufactures of that kind. Britain en-
joys a monopoly of coal exported to Holland; and the duty on
exportation is agreeable to found policy, being paid by the Dutch.
This duty is an inftance of the fecond kind: it raifes a confider-
able revenue to the public; and it enables us to cope with the
Dutch in every manufaéture that employs coal, fuch as dying,
diftilling, works of glafs and of iron. And thefe manufa@ures in
Britain, by the dearnefs of labour, are entitled to fome aid. A
tax on horfes, to prevent their increafe, would be a tax of the fame
kind. The incredible number of horfes ufed in coaches and other
wheel-carriages, has raifed the price of labour, by doubling the
the price of oat-meal, the food of the labouring poor in many
parts of Britain. The price of wheat is alfo raifed by the fame
means ; becaufe the vaft quantity of land employ'd in producing
oats, leaves fo much the lefs for wheat. I would not exempt even
plough-horfes from the tax; becaufe in every view it'is more ad-
vantageous to ufe oxen *. So little regard is paid to thefé confide~

rations,

¥ They are preferable for hufbandry in feveral refpe@ts. They are chieaper than
horfes : theéir food, their harnefs, ‘their' thoes, ‘the dttendance on 'them, much 1:63
expenfive ; and their dung much better for land.  Horfes are more {';lbjt.‘& o Jif-
cafes, and when difeafed or old are totally ufelefs 5 upon which account, a ftock of
horfes for a farm, muft be renewed at leaft every ten years; whereas a ftock of ox-
en may be kept entire for ever without any new expence, as they will always draw a
full price when fatted for food.  Nor is a horfe more docile than anox: a coupla
of oxen in a plough, requirenot adriver more than'a couple of horfes. The Dutch
at the Cape of Good Hope plough with oxen; and exercife them early to a quick
3P 2 pace;
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rations; that a.coach, whether drawn by two horfes or by fix,
pays the fame duty.

As to the third kind, Iam grieved to ebferve, that we have
many taxes,more hurtful to individuals than advantageous to the
public revenue,. Multiplicd taxes on the neceflaries of life, candle,
foap, leather, ale, falt, &gc. raife the price of labour, and confe-
quently of manufactures. If they fhall have the effet to deprive
us of foreign markets, which we have reafon to dread, depopu-
lation and poverty mult enfue. The falt-tax in particular is more
out of rule than any of the others mentioned: with refpedt to
thefc, the rich bear the greateft burden, being the greateft con-
fumers ; but the fthare they pay of the fale-tax is very little, be-
caufe they never touch falt prowifiens. The falt-tax is {till more
abfurd in another refped, falt being a choice manure for land.
One would be amazed to hear of a law prohibiting the ufe of lime
as a manure: he would be flll more amazed to hear of the pro-
hibition being extended to fale, which is a manure much fuperior :
and yet a heavy tax on falg which renders it too dear for being
ufed: as a manure, {urprifes no. man. = But the mental eye, when
left without culture; refembles that of the body : it feldom per-
ceives but what is: directly before it: inferences and confequences
oo far out of fight. Many thoufand quarters of good wheat  have
been annually with-held from Britain by the falt-tax. What the

pace, fo as to equal horfes both in the plough and in the waggon. The people of
Malabar ufe no other animal for the plough nor: for burdens.  About Pendichery
no beafts of burden are to be feen but oxen. The vaft increafe of horles of late
years for luxury as well as for draught, makes a great confumption of oats. Ifin
hufbandry oxen only were ufed, which require¢ no oats, many thoufand acres
would be faved for wheat and barley. DBuc the ;ulvantugcs of oxen would not be
confinéd to the farmer, Beef would become much cheaper to the manufadturer, by
the vaft addition of fat oxen {ent to market; and the price of leather and. mallow
would fall; a national benefit, as every one ufes fhoes and candles,

treafury
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treafury has gained, will not amount to the fiftieth part of that lofs.
The abfurdity of with-holding from us a manure {o profitable,
has at laft been difcovered ; and remedied in part, by permitting
Englifh foul falt to be ufed for manure, on paying four pence of
duty per bufhel (¢). Why was not Scotland permitted to tafte of
that bounty ? Our candidates, it would appear, are more folici-
tous of a feat in parhiament, than of ferving their country when
they have obtained that honour.

The window-tax is more detrimental to the common intereft
than advantageous to the public revenue. In the firft place, it
promotes large farms in order to fave houfes and windows ; where-=
as finall farms tend to multiply a hardy and frugal race, ufeful
for  every purpofe. In the next place, it is a difcouragement to
manufactures, by taxing the houfes in which they are carried on.
Manufacturers, in order to relieve themfelves as much as poflible
from the tax, make the whole fide of their houfe a fingle win-
dow ; and there are inftances where in three {tories there are but
three windows. The tax, at the fame time, is impofed with no
degree of equality: a houfe in a paultry village that affords not:
five pounds of yearly rent, may have a greater number of win~
dows than one in London rented at fifty, In this refpedt it runs
counter to found policy, by eafing the rich, and burdening the
poor. The fame objeétion lies againft the plate-tax. It is not in=
deed hurtful to manufactures and commerce: but it is hurtful to
the common intereft ; becaufe plate converted into moaney may
be the means of faving the nation at a crifis, and therefore ought
to be encouraged, inftead of being loaded with' a tax.  On pic-
tures imported into Britain, a duty is laid in proportion to the
fize. 'Was there no intelligent perfon at hand, to inform our le-
giflature, that the only means to roufe a genins for painting, is

(2) 87 Geo. JIL.cap. 25. . !

to
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to give our youth ready accefs to good pictures? 'Till thefe be
multiplied in Britain, we never fhall have the reputation of pro-
ducing a good ‘painter. So far indeed it is lucky, thar the moft
valuable pictures are not loaded with a greater duty than the moft
execrable. Fifh, both falt and frefh, brought to Paris, paya duty
of 48 per cent. by an arbitrary eftimation of the value. This tax
1s an irreparable injury to France, by difcouraging the multiplica-
tion of feamen. It is beneficial indeed in one view, as it tends to
check the growing population of that great city.

Without waiting to rammage the Britifh taxes for examples of
the fourth kind, 1 fhall prefent my reader with a foreign inftance.
In the Awuftrian Netherlands, there are inexhauftible mines of
coal, the exportation of which would ‘make a confiderable article
of commerce, were it not abfolutely barred by an exorbitant duty.
This abfurd duty is a great injury to proprietors of coal, without
yielding a farthing to the gevernment. The Dutch many years
ago offered to confine themfelves to that country for coal, on con-
dition of being relieved from the duty; which would have
brought down the price below that of Britifh coal. Is it not won-
derful, that the propofal was rejected ?  But minifters feldom re-
gard what is beneficial to the nation, unlefs it produce an imme-
diate benefit to their fovereign or' to themfelves. The coal-mines
in the Auftrian Netherlands being thus fhut up, and the art of
working them loft, the Britifh enjoy the monopoly of exporting
coal to Holland.

The duty on ecoal water-born is an inftance of the fifth kind.
A great obftruction it is to many ufeful manufadtures that require
coal ; and indeed to manufadtures in general, by increafing the
expence of coal, an eflential larticle in a cold conntry. Nay, one
would imagine, that it has been intended to check population ; as
poor wretches benumbed with cold, feel little of the carnal appe-
tite. ' It has not even the merit of adding much to the public re-

venue ;

.
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venue ; for, laying afide London, it produces but a mere trifle.
But the peculiarity of this tax, which intitles it to a confpicuous
place in the fifth clafs, is, that itis not lefs detrimental to the pu-
blic revenue than to individuals, No fedentary art nor occupation,
can fucceed in a cold climate without plenty of fewel. / One may at
the firft glance diftinguith the coal-countries from the relt of Eng-
land, by the induftry of the inhabitants, and by plenty of ma-
nufatturing towns and villages: Where there is fcarcity of fewel,
fome hours are loft every morning ; becaufe people cannot work
till the place be fufficiently warmed, which is efpecially the cafe
in manufactures that require a foft and delicate finger. Now, in
many parts of Britain which might be provided with coal by wa-
ter, the labouring poor are deprived of that comfort by the tax,
Had cheap firing encouraged thefe people to profecute arts and
manufactures ; it is more than probable, that at this day they
would be contributing to the public revenne by other duties, much
greater fums than are drawn from them by the duty on coal. At
the {fame time, if coal muft pay a duty, why not at the pit, where
it is cheapeft ? * Is it not an ‘egregious blunder, to lay a great duty
on thofe who pay a high price for coal, and no duty on' thofe
who have it cheap ? = If there muft be a coal-duty, let water-born
coal at any rate be exempted ; not only becaufe even without du ty
it comes dear to the confumer, but alfo for the encouragement of
feamen.  For the honour of Britain this duty ought to be expun-
ged from our ftatute-book, never again to fhow its face. Great
reafon indeed there is for continuing the duty on coal confumed
in London ; becaufe every artifice fhould be put in praélice, to
prevent the increafe of a head, that is already too large for the
body, or: for any body. - Towns are unhealthy in- praportion to
their fize’} and a great town like London is a greater enemy to po-
pulation than war or famine,

SLE G A
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