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A Brief Account of AristoTrre’s Locic

With REmMarcxs,

C H A P I.

Of the TFirft Three Treatifes.

SECT. I, Of the Author,

Riftotle had very uncommon advantages: born in an age

when the philofophical {pirit in Greece had lon g flourithed,

and was in its greateft vigour; brought up in the court of Mace-

don, where his father was the King’s phyfician; twenty years a fa-

vourite fcholar of Plato, and tutor to Alexander the Great ; who

both honoured him with his friendfhip, and fupplied him with
every thing neceflary for the profecution of his enquiries,

Thefe advantages he improved by indefatigable ftudy, and im-
menfe reading. He was the firft we know, fays Strabo, who
compofed a library. And in this the Egyptian and Pergamec-
nian kings, copied his example. As to his genius, it would
be difrefpectful to mankind, not to allow an uncommon fhare to
a man who governed the opinions of the moft enlightened part of
the fpecies near two thoufand years,

If his talents had been laid out folely for the difcovery of truth,
and the good of mankind, his laurels would have remained for
ever frefh: but he feems to have had a greater paflion for fame

than
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than for truth, and to have wanted rather to be admired as the
prince of philofophers; than to be ufeful: fo that it is dubious
whether there be in his characer moft of the philofopher, or of
the {fophift. The opinion of Lord Baton is not witheut probabi-
lity, That his ambition was as boundlefs as that of his royal pu-
pil, the one afpiting at univerfal monarchy over the bodies and
fortunes of men, the other over their opinions, If this was the
cafe, it cannot be faid, that the philofopher purfued his aim with
lels induflry, lefs ability, or lefs fuccefs, than the hero.

His writings carry too evident marks of that philofophical
pride, vanity, and eavy, which have often fullied the charadter
of the learned. He determines boldly things above all human
knowledge ; and enters upon the moft difficult queftions, as his
pupil entered on a battle, with full affarance of ficcefs, He de-
livers his decifions oracularly, and without any fear of miftake,
Rather than confefs his ignorance, he hides it under hard words
and ambiguous expreflions, of which his interpreters can make
what pleafes them.  There is even reafon to fufped, that he wrote
often with affected obfcurity, either that the air of myftery might
procure greater veneration, or that his books might be underftood
only by the adepts who had been initiated in his philofophy.

His conduct towards the writers that went before him has been
much cenfured. After the manner of the Ottoman princes, fays
Lord Verulam, he thought his throne could not be fecure unlefs
he killed all his brethren. Ludovicus Vives charges him with
detra@ing from all philofophers, that he might derive that glory
to himfelf, of which he robbed them. He rarely quotes an au-
thor but with a view to cenfure, and is not very fair in reprefent-
ing the opinions which he cenfures.

The faults we have mentioned are fuch as might be expected
in 2 man, who had the daring ambition to be tranfinitted to all
future ages, as the prince of philofophers, as one who had carried

Vour. II. X every
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every branch of human knowledge to its utmoft limit; and who
was not very fcrupulous about the means he took to obtain his
end.

We ought, however, to do him the juftice to obferve, that al-
though the pride and vanity of the {fophift appear too much in his
writings in abftract philofophy, yet in natural hiftory the fidelity
of his narrations feems to be equal to his induftry; and he always
diltinguifhes between what he knew and what he had by report.
And even in abftract philofophy, it would be unfair to impute to
Ariftotle all the faults, all the obfcurities, and all the contradic-
tions that are to be found in his writings, The greateft part, and
perhaps the beft part, of his writings is loft. There is reafon to
doubt whether fome of thofe we afcribe to him be really his; and
whether what are his be not much vitiated and interpolated. Thefe
fufpicions are juftified by the fate of Ariftotle’s writings, which is
judicioufly related, from the beft authorities, in Bayle’s dictiona-
ry, under the article Tyranunion, to which I refer.

" His books in logic which remain, are, 1. One book of the Ca-
tegories. 2. One of Interpretation. 3. Firft Analytics, two
books. 4. Laft Analytics, two books. §. Topics, eight books. 6. Of
Sophifms, one book. Diogenes Laertius mentions many others that
are loft. Thofe I have mentioned have commonly been publifhed
together, under the name of Aryfotle’s Organon, or his Logic; and
for many ages, Porphyry’s Introdu&ion to the Categories has been
prefixed to- them,

SecT. 2. Of Porphyry’s Introduéiion,

In this Introduétion, which is addreflfed to Chryfoarius, the
author obferves, That in order to underftand Ariftotle’s do@rine
concerning the categories, it is neceflary to know what a genus

is,
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is, what a jfpecies, what a fpecific difference, what a property, and
what an accident ; that the knowledge of thefe is alfo very ufeful
in definition, in divifion, and even in demonftration: therefore
he propofes, in this little tract, to deliver fhortly and fimply the
doctrine of the ancients, and chiefly of the Peripatetics, concerning
thefe five predicables ; avoiding the more intricate queftions con-
cerning them ; fuch as, Whether genera and fpecies do really ex-
ift in nature ? or, Whether they are only conceptions of the hu-
man mind ? If they exift in nature, Whether they are corporeal
or incorporeal ? and, Whether they are inherent in the objects of
{enfe, or disjoined from them ? Thefe, he fays, are very difficult
queftions, and require accurate difcuffion; but that he is not to
meddle with them.

After this preface, he explains very minutely each of the five
words above mentioned, divides and fubdivides each of them, and
then purfues all the agreements and differences between one and

another through fixteen chapters.

SECT. 3. Of the Categories.

The book begins with an explication of what is meant by uni-
vocal words, what by equivocal, and what by denominative.
Then it is obferved, that what we fay is either fimple, without
compofition or ftructure, as man, borfe; or, it has compofition
and ftructure, as, a man fights, the borfé runs. Next comes a dif~
tinion between a fubje@ of predication; that is, a fubject of
which any thing is afirmed or denied, and a fubject of inhefion.
Thefe things are faid to be inherent in a fubjet, which although
they are not a part of the fubje@, cannot poflibly exift without it,
as figure in the thing fizured. Of things that are, f{ays Arillotle,
fome may be predicated of a fubject, but are 1n no fubject; as,

T g man
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man may be predicated of James or john, but is not in any fub=
ject. Some again are in a fubject, but can be predicated of ne
fubject. Thus, my knowledge in grammar is in me as its fub=
ject, but it can be predicated of no fubject; becaufe it is an indi-
vidual thing, Some are both in a fubje&, and may be predicated
of a fubjec, as {cience; which is in the mind as its fubje@, and
may be predicated of geometry. Laftly, Some things can nei~
ther be 1n a fubject, nor be predicated of any fubje@. Such are
all individual fubftances, which cannot be predicated, becaufe
they are individuals ; and cannot be in a fubjed, becaufe they
are fubftances, ~After fome other fubtilties about predicates and
fubjects, we come to the categories themfelves; the things above
mentioned being called by the fchoolmen the antepredicamenta. It
may be obferved, however, that notwithftanding the diftin@ion now
explained, the being in a fubject, and the being predicated truly of a
fitbjelt,- are in the Analytics ufed as fynonymous phrafes ; and this
variation of {tyle has led fome perfons to think that the Categories
were not wrote by Ariftotle.

Things which may be exprefled without compofition or ftruc-
ture, are, fays the author, reducible to the following heads. They
are either fubfance, or quantity, or quality, or relatives, or place,
or time, or having, or doing, or fuffering. Thefe are the predi-
caments or categories. - The firft four are largely treated of in
four chapters ; the others are ﬂightl}' PZ‘LEH?(I over, as {ufhciently
clear of themfelves. ,As a {pecimen, I fhall give a fummary of
what he fays on the category of {fubftance.

Subftances are either. primary, to wit, individual fubftances, or
{econdary, to wit, the genera and {pecies of fubftances. Primary
fub{tances neither are in a fubjed, nor can be predicated of a fub-=
je€t; but all other things that exift, cither are in primary fubftan-
ges, or may be predicated of them. For whatever can be predi-
gated of that which is in-a {ubje®, may alfo be predicated of the
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fubject itfelf. Primary fubftances are more fubftances than the fe-
condary ;3 and of the fecondary, the fpecies is more a fubflance
than the genus, If there were no primary, there could be no {e-
condary {fubftances.

The properties of fubftance are thefe: 1. No fubftance is ca-
pable of intenfion or remiffion. 2. No fubftance can be in any o-
ther thing as its {ubject of inhefion. 3. No fubftance has a con-
trary ; for one fubftance cannot be contrary to another; nor can
there be contraricty between a fubftance and that which is no
fubftance. 4. The moft remarkable property of fubftance, is, that
one and the fame {ubftance may, by fome change in itfelf, become
the fubject of things that are contrary. Thus, the fame body
may be at one time hot, at another cold.

Let this ferve as a fpecimen of Ariftotle’s manner of treating the
categories. After them, we have fome chapters, which the fchool-
men call poffpredicamenta ; wherein, firft, the four kinds of oppo-
fition of terms are explained; to wit, relative, privative, of contra-
riety,-and of contradiftion.. This is repeated in all {yftems of lo-
gic. Laft of all we have diftin@ions of the four Greek words
which anfwer to the Latin ones, prius, fimul, motus, and babere.

SECT. 4. Of the book concerning Interpretation.

We are to confider, fays Ariftotle, what a noun is, what a
verb, what affirmarion, what negation, what {peech. Words
are the figns of what pafleth in the mind ; writing is the fign of
words. 'The figns both of writing and of words are different in
different nations, but the operations of mind fignified by them
are the fame. There are fome operations of thought which are
neither true nor falfe. Thefe are exprefled by nouns or verbs

fingly, and without compofition.
A
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A noun is a found which by compaét fignifies fomething with-
out refpect to time, and of which no part has fignification by it-
felf. 'The cries of beafts may have a natural fignification, but they
are not nouns. We give that name only to founds which have
their fignification by compact. The cafes of a noun, as the ge-
nitive, dative, are not nouns, Non hbomo is not a noun, but, for
diftinction’s fake, may be called a nomen infinttum.

A verb fignifies fomething by compaét with relation to time,
Thus, walet is a verb; but valetudo is a noun, becaufe its fignifi-
cation has no relation to time. It is only the prefent tenfe of the
indicative that is properly called a verb; the other tenfes and
moods are variations of the verb. Noz walet may be called a wer-
bum nfinitum.

Speech is found fignificant by compad, of which fome part is
alfo fignificant. And it is either enunciative, or not enunciative,
Enunciative {peech is that which affirms or denies. As to {peech
which is not enunciative, {uch as a prayer or wifh, the confidera-
tion of it belongs to oratory, or poetry. Every enunciative fpeech
muft have a verb, or fome variation of a verb. Affirmation is the
enunciation of one thing concerning another. Negation is the e-
nunciation of one thing from another, Contradiction is an affir-
mation and negation that are oppofite. This is a fummary of
the firlt fix chapters.

The feventh and eighth treat of the various kinds of enuncia-
tions or propofitions, univerfal, particular, indefinite, and fingu-
lar ; and of the various kinds of oppofition in propofitions, and
the axioms concerning them. Thefe things are repeated in every
{yftem of logic. In the ninth chapter he endeavours to prove, by
a long metaphyfical reafoning, that propofitions refpe@ing future
contingencies are not, determinately, either true or falfe; and
that if they were, it would follow, that all things happen necef-

farily,




	Sect. 1. Of the Author.
	Seite 168
	Seite 169

	Sect. 2. Of Porphyry's Introduction.
	Seite 170

	Sect. 3. Of The Categories.
	Seite 171
	Seite 172

	Sect. 4. Of the book concerning Interpretation.
	Seite 173
	Seite 174


