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farily, and could not have been otherwife than as they are. 'The
remaining chapters contain many minute obfervations concerning
the equipollency of propofitions both pure and modal,

Gl AP, I1.

Remarks,

SECT. 1. On the Five Predicables.

HE writers on logic have borrowed their materials almoft en-
tirely from Ariftotle’s Organon, and Porphyry’s Introduéion,
The Organon however was not wrote by Ariftotle as one work.,
It comprehends various tra&s, wrote without the view of making
them parts of one whole, and afterwards thrown together by his
editors under one name on account of their affinity. Many of his
books that are loft would have made a part of the Organon, if
they had been faved.

The three treatifes of which we have given a brief account, are"
unconnected with each other, and with thofe that follow, And
although the firlt was undoubtedly compiled by Porphyry, and
the two laft probably by Ariftotle, yet I confider them as the
venerable remains of a philofophy more ancient than Ariftotle.
Archytas of ‘Tarentum, an eminent mathematician and philofo-
pher of the Pythagorean fchool, is faid to have wrote u pon the ten
categories. And the five predicables probably had their origin in
the fame fchool. Ariftotle, tho’ abundantly careful to do juftice
to himfelf, does not claim the invention of cither, And Porphyry,

without
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without: afcribing the latter to Ariftotle; profefles only to delivér
the doclrine of the ancients, and chiefly of the Peripatetics, con-
cerning them. :

The writers on logic having divided that fcience into three
parts ; the firlt treating of fimple apprehenfion, and of terms ; the
fecond, of judgement, and of propofitions ; and the third, of rea-
foning, and of {yllogifins. The materials of the firlt part are ta-
ken from Porphyry’s Introduélion, and the Categories ; and thofe
of the fecond from the book of Interpretation.

A predicable, according to the grammatical form of the word,
might feem to fignify, whatever may be predicated, that is, af-
firmed or denied, of fome fubje@. And in this fenfe every predi-
cate would be a predicable, But the logicians give a different
meaning to the word. They divide propofitions into certain claffes,
according to the relation which the predicate of the propofition
bears to the fubjeét.  The firft clafs is that wherein the predicate
is the genus of the fubjet; as when we fay, This s a triangle,
Fupiter is a planet, In the fecond clafs, the predicate is a /pecies of
the fubje@; as when we fay, This triangle s right-angled. A
third clafs is when the predicate is the fpecific difference of the
fubject ; as when we fay, Ewvery triangle bas three fides and three
angles. A fourth when the predicate is a property of the fubject;
as when we fay, The angles of every triangle are equal to trwo right
angles.  And a fifth clafs is when the predicate is fomething acci-
dental to the fubjett; as when we fay, This buangle s neatly
drawi.

Each of thefe clafles comprehends a great variety of propofitions,
having different fubjects, and different predicates ; but in each
clafs the relation between the predicate and che fubject is the fame.
Now it is to this relation that logicians have given the name of
a predicable, Hence it 1s, that altho’ the number of predicates
be infinite, yer the number of predicables can be no greater than

that
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that of the different relations which may be in propofitions be-
tween the predicate and the fubje&. And if all propofitions be-
long to one or other of the five claffes above mentioned, there can
be but five predicables, to wit, gemus, [pecies, differentia, proprium,
and accidens.  Thefe might, with more propriety perhaps, have
been called the five clgffes of predicates ; but ufe has determined
them to be called the jfive predicables.

It may alfo be obferved, that as fome obje@s of thought are
individuals, fuch as, Fulius Cefar, the city Rone ; fo others are
common to many individuals, as good, great, virtuous, vicious, OF
this laft kind are all things expreffed by adjecives. Things com-
mon to many individuals were by the ancients called univerfals,
All predicates arc univerfals, for they all have the nature of ad-
je€tives ; and, on the other hand, all univerfals may be predicates.
On this account univerfals may be divided into the fame clafles as
predicates ; and as the five clafles of predicates above mentioned
have been called the five predicables, fo by the fame kind of phra-
{eology they have been called the jfive wniverfals ; altho’ they may
more properly be called the five claffes of univerfals.

The docltrine of the five univerfals or predicables makes an ef-
fential part of every fyftem of logic, and has been handed down
without any change to this day. The very name of pred-cables
fhews, that the author of this divifion, whoever he was, intended
1t as a complete enumeration of all the kinds of things that can be
affirmed of any fubject; and fo it has always been underflood.
So that it is implied in this divifion, that all that can be affirmed
of any thing whatfoever, is either the geans of the thing, or its
Jpecies, or its fpecific difference, or fome property or accident belong-
ng to it.

Burgerfdick, a very acute writer in logic, feems to have been
aware, that ftrong objections might be made to the five predi-
les, confidered as a complete enumeration ; but unwilling to al-

Vor, 11, . low
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Tow any imperfection in this ancient divifion, he endeavours to
reftrain the meaning of the word predicable, fo as to obviate ob-
jections. Thofe things only, fays he, are to be accounted predi-
cables, which may be affirmed of many individuals, truly, properly,
and immediately., The confequence of putting fuch limitations up-
on the word predicable 1s, that in many propofitions, perhaps in
moft, the predicate is not a predicable. But admitting all his li~
mitations, the enumeration will flill be very incomplete: for of
many things we may affirm truly, properly, and immediately,
their exiftence, their end, their caufe, their efe@, and various re=-
lations which they bear to other things. Thefe, and perhaps
many more, are predicables in the {trict fenfe of the word, no lefs
than the five which have been {fo long famous.

Altho’ Porphyry, and all fubfequent writers, make the predi-
cables to be, in number, five; yet Ariftotle himfelf, in the begin-
ning of the Topics, reduces them to four ; and demonitrates, that
they can be no more. We fhall give his demonftration when we
come to the Topics ; and fhall only here obferve, that as Burgerf~
dick juftifies the fivefold divifion, by reftraining the meaning of
the word predicable 3 {o Ariftotle juftifies the fourfold divifion, by
enlarging the meaning of the words property and accident,

After all, I apprehend, that this ancient divifion of predicables,
with all its 1mperfe&ions, will bear a comparifon with thofe
which have been fubftituted in its ftead by the moft celebrated mo-
dern philofophers,

Locke, in his Effay on the Human Underftanding, having laid
it down as a principle, That all our knowledge confifts in percei-
ving certain agreements and difagreements between our ideas, re-
duces thefe agreements and difagreements to four heads: to wit,
1. Identity and Diverfity ; 2. Relation; 3. Coexiftence; 4. Real
Exiftence (a). Here are four predicables given as a complete e-

{a) Book 4, chap, 1.
numeration,,
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